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Historical Introduction

D artm o o r Forest cam e into existence as a separate R o y a l Forest in  1204 
w h en  the rest o f  the cou n ty  o f  D evo n  w as disafforested. T h e  boundaries o f  
the R o y a l Forest w ere p eram b ulated  b y  tw elve knights in 1240, and since th at 
d ate they h ave  not altered , though on passing from  the royal ow nership  o f 
H en ry  I I I  to his broth er R ich a rd , E arl o f  C o rn w a ll, tech n ica lly  it ceased to 
be a R o y a l Forest and becam e a chase. In  those unsettled tim es, how ever, 
the forest reverted  to the C ro w n  and since 1337 it has been p erm an en tly  
ann exed to the D u c h y  o f  C o rn w a ll as an ap p an age o f  the P rin ce o f  W ales.

In  the tim es o f  K in g  H en ry  I I I  a R o y a l Forest w as not necessarily a tract 
o f  w ild  co u n try  densely stocked w ith  trees, but, as M an w o od  defines it in his 
Forest L aw s, “ a certain  territory  o f  w o o d y grounds and fruitfu l pastures, 
p rivileged  for w ild  beasts and fowls o f  Forest, C h ase and W a rren  to rest and 
ab ide in, in  the safe protection  o f  the K in g , for his p rin cely  d eligh t and 
p leasu re” .

F rom  the fact th at it w as early  bestow ed upon R ich a rd , E arl o f  C o rn w a ll, 
the cyn ic m igh t d ed u ce th at it w as not one o f  those forests w h ich  afforded  the 
greatest p rin cely  d eligh t and pleasure. W e can  do no m ore than surm ise here, 
but the d istance from  L on d o n  and W in ch ester is great and the rain fall h igh er 
than an y  in the K in g d o m  excep t for lim ited  parts o f  S n ow don ia  and  the L ak e  
D istrict; frequ en t mists and the ubiquitous occu rren ce o f  gran ite  boulders o f 
all sizes w ou ld  not add to the pleasures o f  h u n tin g  on h orseback; b u t it m ay 
perhaps be th at the p o or nature o f  the w oodlands did not supply shelter and 
brow se for an adeq uate  stock o f  red deer. H ow ever, red deer certain ly  did 
exist on D artm o o r for a ju r y  at a S u rvey  C o u rt for the Forest o f  D artm o or did 
present “ th at one E d w ard e A she in the som m er tym e o f  1607 w as . . . (by 
his ow n confession) a t the row singe o f  a stagge and w as at h untin ge o f  the sam e 
dere w ith  hounds till he w as kild  ab out B lan ch d on , w ch. w as not law fu l to be 
donne w ith ou t license” . T h e  sam e ju r y  also found “ that W illm  C h astie  (by 
his ow ne confessyon) kild  a stagge w th  a pece or gun  . . . ab out Black- 
torreb eare . . .” .

S am u el R o w e, q u o tin g  M rs. B ray, also reports th at “ T o w a rd s the end o f  
the last (eighteenth) cen tury  R e d  D eer w ere ve ry  plentifu l upon D artm o or,
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The East Dart River and a Douglas fir plantation near Dartmeet

so m uch so, th at in consequence o f  the com plaints o f  the farm ers, th e y fw ere 
exterm in ated  b y  the staghounds o f  the D u k e o f  Bedford, sent d ow n  from  
W o b u rn  for the purpose. T a visto ck  w as so glutted  w ith  venison th at on ly  the 
haun ches o f  the anim als killed  w ere saved, the rest bein g g iven  to the houn ds” .

Since the k illin g  o f  the last indigenous deer in ab out 1 780 there h ave been 
occasional reports o f  red deer, either sin gly or in sm all groups, on the fringes 
o f  the m oor, and there are eye-witness accounts o f  one in the forest at F en 
w o rth y  as recen tly  as A u gu st 1962.
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Plantations and Farm Fields at Believer

F rom  the earliest historical' tim es tin w as an im p ortan t p rod u ct from  
D artm oor, and the first m ethod o f  exploitation  w as b y  w o rkin g  the g ravel 
beds o f  the m an y stream s and rivers flow ing, southw ard  from  the m oor— an 
operation  kn ow n  as “ stream in g” . A lth o u g h  the tin-m iners used p e a t for fuel 
it is certain  th at they w ou ld  h a ve  used w ood in preference to p eat as far as it 
was a va ilab le , and a ve ry  few  records o f  sales o f  w ood  from  w ith in  the boundaries 
o f  the forest exist: for instance, £ 40  w as paid  for 8 acres o f  un d erw ood  at B lack  
T o rs B eare p ro b ab ly  ab out the year 1620, and in 1587 a m an w as fined 3d. 
at the M a n o r and Forest C o u rt o f  L yd fo rd  N o rth  for the illega l fellin g  o f  oaks 
in the sam e place.

So m uch for the existence o f  woods. O n  the other hand  w e need look no 
fu rther than G rim sp oun d  and other prehistoric rem ains from  M esolith ic  to the 
B ron ze A ges scattered  w id e ly  th ro u gh o u t the m oor for evid en ce o f  the extensive 
occu p ation  o f  the area b y  peoples w hose m ethod o f  liv in g  and lim ited  ran ge 
o f  im plem ents d ebarred  them  from  liv in g  in p rim aeval forest.

F rom  the scan ty  eviden ce so far review ed  w e m ay d ed u ce th at from  p re
historic tim es D a rtm o o r Forest contain ed  extensive tracts o f  open m oorland.
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Willow, Oak, Rowan and Birch Fringe the Banks o f the East Dart Stream

S u ch  w oodlan d  as existed w ould  p ro b ab ly  be round the low er fringes o f  the 
m oor w ith  a few  scattered  sm all w oods in the u p p er valleys on the m ore 
sheltered, w arm er south and southw est facin g  slopes w here d ra in a ge  w as good 
and p eat absent. U n til a system atic analysis o f  the p eat bogs o f  the m oor is 
carried  out there is no reason to b elieve th at an y  tree species other than oak, 
b irch , a lder, w illow , row an , h azel and h o lly  w ere present.
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History o f Planting on the Moor

T h e re  is no record  o f  any serious tree-p lan tin g on the m oor u n til the tim e 
o f  the “ im p rovers” . N o tab le  w ork  w as done b y  S ir Fran cis B u ller at P rin ce H all, 
and b y  S ir T h o m as T y rw h itt  at T o r  R o y a l.

T h e  b u ild in g  o f  T o r  R o y a l w as com pleted  in  1798 and throu gh ou t the first 
d ecade o f  the nin eteenth cen tury  experim en tal p lan tin g  o f  the greatest im 
portan ce w as un d ertaken  p rim a rily  to form  shelterbelts around the house and 
farm  build ings and the ad jacen t n ew ly  cu ltivated  fields. A ll  this w as done on a 
bare w in dsw ept p lateau , o n ly  slightly  sheltered from  the p reva ilin g  south
w esterly  w inds, at an elevation  betw een  1,200 and 1,450 feet, w ith  a ch oice o f 
species lim ited  to Scots pine, N o rw a y  spruce and E u ro p ean  larch  am ongst 
the conifers and to oak, beech  and  sycam ore as the o n ly  b road leaved  species 
lik ely  to survive the rigours o f  the loca l clim ate.

Shelterbelts around Archerton House, near Postbridge
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Transplanting Young Trees in the Torquay Corporation Nursery, Tottiforcl

T h e  D u c h y  o f  C o rn w a ll extended the plan tation s on the m oor b y  establishing 
a conifer p lan tation  at Brim pts in 1862.

T h e  benefits o f  shelter and the possibility o f  successful p lan tin g  had  been 
established on the inhospitable m oor, and th rou gh ou t the next h a lf  cen tury  
various sm all clum ps and shelterbelts w ere p lan ted  b y  the m ore progressive 
ow ners, b u t n oth in g on a large scale w as undertaken .

I t  requ ired  the im petus o f  the 1914-18  w a r to brin g  ab o u t the next m ajor 
d evelop m en t w h en , spurred on b y  the tw in  m otives o f  replenishin g the n ation ’s
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View over Believer Farm and Forest Workers Houses down the East Dart towards Brimpts

d evastated  tim ber resources and a llev ia tin g  the post-w ar u n em p loym en t in 
P lym ou th , the then P rin ce o f  W ales and  his advisers con ceived  the schem e o f  
p lan tin g  up 5,000 acres on the m oor.

Before em b ark in g  on this am bitious p roject the D u c h y  consulted  M r. C . O . 
H anson, D iv ision al O fficer  o f  the F orestry C om m ission, w ho p rod u ced  a d etailed  
p lan  w h ich  relied  to a considerable exten t upon the re la tiv e ly  n ew ly-in trod u ced  
S itka  spruce.

F rom  the outset the D u ch y  had  clearly  in m ind th at, in  add ition  to the two 
p rim a ry  objectives a lread y  m ention ed, the schem e w ou ld  confer substantial 
benefits u p on  the farm ers and com m oners on the m oor b y  g iv in g  m uch-n eeded  
shelter and also b y  d evelo p in g  a road  system  w h ich  w ou ld  b e needed for the 
extraction  o f  tim b er; and  it w as also considered possible th at w h en  the new  
w o o d lan d  cam e into  fu ll p rod u ctio n  the extension o f  the ra ilw a y  from  Prince- 
tow n or M oreton h am p stead  w o u ld  b e justified .

T h e  p rogram m e w as tack led  en erg etica lly  and b y  1930 som e 1,200 acres had  
been established, m ain ly  a t F ern w o rth y  w ith  sm aller w oods at F ren ch b eer, 
B ear D o w n , Brim pts and  B eliever. In  1930, h ow ever, these areas togeth er w ith  
other extensive areas at B eliever w ere sold to the F orestry Com m ission , and
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at the sam e tim e T o rq u a y  C o rp oratio n  constructed a w eir and in take on the 
h eadw aters o f  the South  T e ig n  river at F ern w orth y. T h e  present reservoir 
w as not com p leted  until 1942.

A  little  p lan tin g, m ain ly  w ith  N o rw a y  spruce, w as done in 1931 im m ed iate ly  
to the south o f  B eliever; b u t the m ain  w ork o f  th at season consisted o f  rep airin g  
the ravages caused b y  sheep and ponies brow sin g in the o u tly in g  plan tation s. 
T h is rep lacem en t o f  failures after an in terval o f  ten years since the origin al 
p lan tin g  resulted in the developm en t o f  a tw o-storied h igh  forest in parts o f  
B rim pts and  B eardow n . T h is  is p a rticu larly  notew orth y a t B eardow n  w here 
the yo u n ger trees rap id ly  occu p ied  the top storey. H ere the m ore sheltered 
grou n d  to the south east o f  the D e vo n p o rt L e a t had  o rig in a lly  been p lan ted  
w ith  D o u glas fir m uch o f  w h ich  had  survived  b u t h ad  not flourished. P rofitin g  
b y  the experien ce gained  b y  the D u ch y  durin g  ten years o f  extensive p lan tin g , 
the F orestry  C om m ission restocked the D ou glas fir w ith  S itka  spruce w h ich  are

The Quaint Oaks o f Wistman’s Wood, Bent by Long Exposure to Moorland Gales
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id e ally  suited to the site, and, soon tow erin g  h ead  and  shoulders ab o ve their 
w eaker neighbours, the w id ely-sp aced  S itka  w ere able  to develop  w ith  alm ost 
unrestricted  crow ns, so th at, after o n ly  th irty-tw o  years o f  gro w th , the largest 
S itka  had  a g irth  at breast h eigh t o f  over five feet w hilst the b iggest D ou glas, 
a lth ough  ten years older, d id  not exceed three feet. T h e  S itka  h ave, how ever, 
suffered for their uncon trolled  v ig o u r b y  b ecom in g  h ea v ily  and coarsely  
bran ch ed .

B y  1935 the rem aind er o f  Brim pts had  been p lan ted , and b y  1938 the eastern 
slopes o f  B eliever T o r  and  L ak eh ead  H ill had  been com pleted . D u rin g  the w ar 
o f  1939-45 w ork w as d rastica lly  cu rtailed  b y  shortage o f  lab ou r, b u t the w estern 
slopes o f  B eliever and  L ak eh e ad  w ere p lan ted  b etw een  1940 and  1943. A  short 
burst o f  inten sive a ctiv ity  after the w ar com p leted  the p ro g ra m m e : the w hole 
o f  Soussons D o w n , w h ich  w as leased from  the D u ch y  in  1945, w as p lan ted  
b etw een  1947 and  1949, and B eardow n w as com pleted  in  1950.

T h e  D u c h y  p lan tin g  at F ern w o rth y  had  been con cen trated  in tw o blocks 
separated  b y  the v a lle y  o f  the S ou th  T e ig n  R iv e r, and the u p p er lim it o f  
p lan tin g  had  been d raw n  at a p p roxim ately  the 1,500 foot contour. In  the 
d ecade before the w a r the Forestry C om m ission p lan ted  the boulder-strew n 
v a lle y  o f  the S ou th  T e ig n  up to the H em stone R o ck s; and fin a lly  in  1950 and 
1951, w ith  the h eavier m ech an ica l equ ip m en t for p lou gh in g  and  the gen era lly  
im p roved  techniques w h ich  had  b y  then been d eveloped , the exposed tops 
above 1,500 feet, and  rising to 1,650 feet, w ere p lan ted  w ith  S itka  spruce.

T h is v irtu a lly  com pleted  the p lan tin g  o f  all the areas a v a ila b le  to the 
Forestry Com m ission w ith in  the bounds o f  the R o y a l Forest o f  D artm o or, a 
total o f  alm ost 3,200 acres— b y  no m eans a sm all ach ievem en t, and y e t alm ost 
2,000 acres short o f  the target o rig in a lly  set b y  the P rin ce o f  W ales and  so 
w id ely  ap p roved  in 1920. T h e  extent o f  these properties is show n on the m ap 
on the cen tre pages.

T h o se  w ho knew  and frequen ted  the m oor d u rin g  the M id d le  A ges w ere 
v ery  few  in  num ber. A fter  it had  ceased to p rovid e “ p rin cely  d eligh t and 
pleasure”  for the K in g , the m oor w as for centuries know n only  to those few  
w ho w rested a m eagre liv in g  from  it: the an cien t tenem en t holders, the 
graziers, the tin-m iners, and those h a rd y  travellers w h o  used the shortest 
routes b etw een  the b ig  ecclesiastical houses w h ich  had  been established round 
the southern fringes o f  the m oor.

In  1771 a B ill w as in trod u ced  into  P arliam en t to authorise the construction 
o f  a road from  M oreton h am p stead  to T a v is to ck  across the cen tre o f  the m oor. 
O p p osition  to this proposal w as based solely on the argu m en t th at the road
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View from Sharpilor towards Cater’s Beam, over the Plymouth Corporation Plantations
around Burralor Reservoir

w ou ld  d ivert trad e from  places a lon g the existing h ig h w ay  skirting the m oor, 
and it w as not u n til 1 792 that a road, backed  b y  the pow erful influen ce o f  the 
D u k e  o f  B edford w ho held  extensive estates roun d T avisto ck , w as fin ally  
constructed.

T h e  accom m od ation  o f  prisoners from  the N ap o leon ic w ars w as the reason 
for the establishm ent o f  the prison at the site nam ed P rin cetow n  b y  S ir T h o m as 
T y rw h itt  after his friend, the Prince o f  W ales. T h e  servicing o f  the 
prison resulted in the d evelopm ent o f  a sm all th riv in g  tow nship depen den t 
upon, and  to a large extent bu ilt by, the prisoners.
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Prisoners on extended  p aro le  w ere perm itted  to b uild  hom es for them selves 
w ith in  a w id e radius o f  P rin cetow n  and w ere en cou raged  to supplem en t their 
slender rations b y  raisin g such food stuff' as th ey could . O n e  o f  these sm all 
hom esteads w as b u ilt  on the east b an k  o f  the E ast D a rt ab o u t a m ile south o f  
B eliever Bridge. H ere the F ren ch m en supplem en ted  their d iet b y  in trod u cin g  
their n a tive  larg e  ed ible snail w h ich  b ecam e acclim atised  and th rived  there.

T h e  ruins o f  this house, m arked  on the 6-inch O rd n a n c e  S u rv ey  m ap  as 
S n aily  H ouse, are en velop ed  in the F orestry C om m ission ’s spruce plan tation s, 
and a lth o u gh  the m en w h o p lan ted  the area  in  1935 found a few  large w h ite  
snails in the v icin ity , none h ave  recen tly  been observed  and  it m ay  be presum ed 
th at the dense spruce th icket has m ad e it no lon ger a su itab le h a b ita t for this 
snail.

W ith  the en din g  o f  the N ap o leon ic  W ars the prison fell into disuse and  it

Oak Trees beside the River Meavy at Knowle Wood



Ancient Cattle Pound at Lakehead

seem ed th at unem p loym en t w ould  cause P rin cetow n  to becom e deserted until, 
in 1850, the prison becam e a civil pen iten tiary.

E ven  in 1920 the m ain  interest in D artm o or w as th at o f  the D u c h y  o f 
C o rn w a ll actin g  as good landlords concern ed to im p rove the stand ard  o f  
liv in g  o f  their tenants and other sm all com m unities isolated in the m oor; 
b u t the open in g  o f  the road from  M oreton h am pstead  to T a visto ck  and the 
subsequen t establishm ent o f  the scattered h am let o f  P ostbridge had opened 
up the m oor to a new  kind o f  visitor— the botanist and archaeologist. T h e  
archaeologists found the m oor to be a fruitfu l area  for their p ioneer in vestiga
tions since it is w id ely  scattered w ith  prehistoric pounds, hut-circles and 
b u ria l cham bers, the latter freq u en tly  described as “ kistvaen s” , from  the 
C e ltic  cist vaen or stone chest. T h e  hut-circles left little  scope for research since 
the w alls are bu ilt o f  m assive gran ite  rocks to a h eight o f  some tw o or three 
feet on ly, b u t the kistvaens consist o f  a sm all b u ria l ch am ber to ta lly  enclosed 
by n atu ra l gran ite  blocks and then covered b y  a sm all m oun d o f  earth  and
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Traces o f  O ld  Lead Workings near Challacombe

peat. In  an era w hen  arch aeo log y  had  not been d evelop ed  into a science the 
great m ajo rity  o f  these cham bers w ere opened up  in a search for bones, or 
utensils and ornam ents w h ich  m igh t h ave  been b uried  w ith  the d ead : in the 
process, the gran ite  stones w ere rolled  or levered  out o f  the w a y  w h ere they 
continue to lie in an y form  o f  disorder, excep t for those few  cases w here the 
m ore scrupulous investigators m ad e som e scan t effort to rep lace  the stones 
a p p roxim ately  as they found them . In  m an y instances, h ow ever, these rem nants 
o f  prehistoric occupan ts o f  the m oor h ave  been u n w ittin g ly  destroyed b y  local 
farm ers and graziers w h o  required  stone for w alls or g ate  posts and took the 
nearest pieces su itab le for their purpose.

D u rin g  the period  1920-1930 m an y sites o f  this n atu re w ere p lan ted  over at 
F ern w orth y, a lth ough  the d istin guishable features o f  hut-circles, stone-row s 
and stone-circles w ere sedulously preserved.



V a rio u s factors, in clu din g  the im provem en t o f  the roads on the m oor, the 
increased re liab ility  o f m otor transport and longer p aid  holid ays, resulted in 
larger num bers o f  visitors reach in g  the m oor in the decade before the last w ar; 
and the realisation  grew  th at the m oor was o f va lu e  not only as a m eans of 
earn in g  a livelih ood  for the h a rd y  race o f m oor-dw ellers b u t also as one o f  the 
few  rem ain in g  w ide open spaces in the south o f  E n glan d  w here a large section 
o f  the p o p u latio n  m ay seek recreation  d u rin g  the short m onths o f  sum m er.

It  w as not u n n atu ra l therefore that, in  the atm osphere th at w as p revailin g  
at th at tim e, the C o u n cil for the Preservation  o f  R u ra l E n glan d  ap p roach ed  
the F orestry  C om m ission in  1934 w ith  a request th at certain  areas w ith in  the 
bounds leased to the C om m ission from  the D u ch y  should rem ain  un-forested 
m ain ly  to preserve certain  vistas b u t also to ensure th at some prehistoric 
features should not be furth er d isturbed. A s a result o f  the ensuing negotiations 
an in form al agreem en t w as reached  to the effect th at no p lan tin g  w ould  be 
done on som e 250 acres w ith ou t prior consultation w ith  the C .P .R .E . I t  is 
interesting and instructive to review  the situation  now  th at a q u arter o f  a 
cen tu ry  has passed since this decision w as reached. D u rin g  th at tim e 
the trees closely surrounding the hut-circles and stone-row s at F ern w o rth y  
h a ve  gro w n  up  and closed over, so th at all vegetatio n  has been suppressed and 
the stones stand out clearly  am ongst a fine carp et o f fallen  needles. B y  contrast 
the p oun d and  h ut-circles on the reserved land at L akeh ead  are d ifficu lt to 
discern d ue to the ran k  gro w th  o f  heather, w illow , bram ble, rushes and purple 
m oor grass.

M ost o f  the p lan tations form ed before the w a r h ave  grow n  u p  so th at they 
no lon ger show  the straight b lack  lines o f  their first form ation : instead they 
cloth e the hills w ith  v a ry in g  shades o f  green w h ich  form  a p leasan t contrast 
to the h eath y  colours o f  the open m oor and the b righ t green o f  the cu ltivated  
pastures. T h e  w oods are now  an in tegral p art o f  the b eau ty  o f  the m oor and 
en h an ce the scenery. T h e re  is clearly  scope for some fu rther increase in  the 
exten t o f  the w oodlan ds in  carefu lly  chosen sites. C h a n g e  in  itself has now  been 
clearly  show n to rem ain  com pletely  com p atib le  w ith  the preservation  o f  this 
g ran d  and an cien t forest: b u t n ow  it w ill be for the d eligh t and pleasure o f  the 
people instead o f  solely for the sport o f  kings and princes.

15







Waterfall in Lydford Gorge



Dartmoor National Park

In  the d ecad e before the w ar the Forestry C om m ission took p ractica l steps 
to m eet the increasin g needs o f  the pop u lation  for large tracts o f  w ild  cou n try  
to be p u t at their disposal for recreational purposes b y  establishing 
Forest Parks, the first such Forest P ark  bein g th at o f  A rg y ll, created  
b y  the Forestry C om m ission w ith  the co-operation  o f  G lasgow  C o rp oratio n  in 
1936. O th e r  Forest Parks in  W ales and E n glan d  follow ed shortly a fterw ards; 
S n ow d o n ia  in 1937 and the Forest o f D e an  in 1938; and several others h ave 
since been established.

D a rtm o o r w as not su itable for this purpose because the Forestry C om m ission ’s 
h o ld ing o f  lan d w as relatively  insignificant and the three m ajor blocks o f  
forest w ere separated  b y  open m oorland and enclosed pastures held in other 
ownerships.

In  1949 the requirem ents o f the p u b lic  for open recreation al spaces w ere 
given  m ore form al ackn ow led gm en t b y  the passing o f  the N atio n al Parks and 
A ccess to the C ou n trysid e A ct. T h is v e ry  extensive and com prehensive A c t  
p rovided  for the establishm ent o f  a N ation al Parks C om m ission ch arged  w ith  
the d u ty  o f  preserving and en h an cing the n atu ral b eau ty  in E n glan d  and 
W ales, p a rticu lar ly  in  those areas to be designated  as N atio n al Parks. In 
add ition , the A c t  lays upon the N atio n al Parks Com m ission, the N atu re  
C o n servan cy  and the local authorities the d u ty  to p a y  due regard  to the needs 
o f  a gricu ltu re  and forestry.

D a rtm o o r N atio n al P ark  was created  in 1951, w ith  its boundaries exten din g 
w ell beyon d  those o f  the ancient R o y a l Forest o f  D artm o or and the ad jacen t 
open m oorlan d  and com m ons. As show n on the m ap at the end o f  this booklet, 
the new  P ark  em braces some 365 square m iles bounded  ap p roxim ately  on the 
north  and w est b y  the m ain  road from  E xeter to T a v isto ck  v ia  O k eh am p to n , 
A 30 and A 3 8 6 ; on the east by a stretch o f  the R iv e r  T e ig n ; on the south east 
b y  the m ain  road (A38) from  E xeter to P lym ou th , passing through A shb urton , 
B uckfastleigh  and Iv yb rid g e ; and on the south west b y  m inor roads from  Ivy- 
bridge jo in in g  A 386 again  a short d istance south o f  Y elverto n .



Woodlands within the National Park

T h e  h igh  g rou n d  and open m oorland  o f  D artm o or contains the sources o f 
m an y stream s and rivers w h ich  at first flow  in  re la tive ly  sh allow  valleys across 
the h ard  gran ite  surface o f  the m oor. O n  leav in g  the gran ite  boss, how ever, 
these turb u len t rivers h ave carved  for them selves deep valleys and gorges 
through the softer surroundin g rocks o f  the C u lm  and U p p e r  D evon ian  
M easures. T h ese  steep-sided valleys are un suitab le  for agricu ltu re , but, at a 
low er elevation than the m oor and w ith  a d eep er and  m ore fertile soil, excep t 
w here the process o f  erosion has left hard  projections o f  bare rock, th ey  are 
w ell suited to the grow th  o f  trees.

Darlington Estate Woodlands seen from the North Bank o f  the Teign at Clifford Bridge
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ri

Kennick Reservoir and Torquay Corporation Plantations

In  the centuries o f  civilisation  before the ad ven t o f  the bu lld o zer, transport 
w as extrem ely  d ifficu lt in these valleys and in m an y places it was lim ited  to the 
sure-footed m ule, the pack-horse and the slow p lod d in g  oxen. A lth o u g h  the 
sites m ay  h ave  been suitable for it, the grow th  o f  h eavy  tim ber w as therefore 
not practised  since it could  not be transported to d istant m arkets. H ow ever 
the ru ral com m un ities w ere to a large extent self-supporting and the w oodlands 
had  an im p ortan t p art to p lay  in  the econom y.

O a k  cop p ice w as the m ost v a lu a b le  crop : from  its bark, w h ich  could  con 
v en ien tly  be carried  o ff  the steep hillsides b y  pack-horse, tannin w as extracted ,
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w h ich  in turn w as used in the p rod u ction  o f  leath er from  the hides o f  the farm  
stock. B ark -strip p in g  p rovided  useful em p loym en t for w om en  and  children. 
T h e  cop p ice  poles from  w h ich  the b ark  h ad  been rem oved  w ere converted , 
on rou gh ly  levelled  hearths on the h ill side, to ch arcoal, w h ich , again , w as 
easily rem oved  b y  pack-horse. A  sm all prop ortion  o f  the poles w as used lo ca lly  
for fuel, for the m ain ten an ce o f  stockfencing and  for repairs to a gricu ltu ra l 
build ings, w hilst a sm all am oun t o f  tim ber n ear the hom esteads w as a llow ed  to 
g row  on to large size to p rovid e m ore perm an en t shelter for the farm  and, 
u ltim ately , con struction al tim ber.

T h e  nin eteenth cen tury  and  the first decades o f  the tw en tieth  cen tu ry  saw  
the b reak d o w n  o f  this close in tegration  o f  the w ood lan d s w ith  the w h ole rural 
econom y. C o a l transported  from  T yn esid e  and S ou th  W ales b y  sm all coastal 
vessels to the m an y  harbours and beaches never far from  the fringes o f  D a rt
m oor, rep laced  ch arcoa l as a fu el; and tan n in g  m aterials w ere p rod u ced  m ore 
ch ea p ly  from  n ew ly-d evelo p in g  trop ica l countries and, later, w ere supplem en ted  
b y  artificia l ch em icals; thus the oak w oods w ere a llow ed  to fa ll into  disuse.

H ow ever there w as an increasing interest in the g ro w in g  o f  trees not on ly  
for their u tility  b u t also for the im p rovem en t w h ich  they could  m ake on the 
scenery o f  a barren  lan dscape, and R o w e , in his “ P eram bu lation s o f  the 
A n tien t and R o y a l Forest o f  D a rtm o o r”  records th at his route “ w ill take us 
im m ed iately  below  A u sw ell R ocks, and th rou gh  a succession o f  fine w oods 
and p lan tation s b elo n gin g  to M r. B ald w in  J . P. B astard  o f  B u cklan d  C o u rt, 
w ith  H oln e C h ase fu ll in  v iew  on the opposite side o f  the D a rt. T h e  ancestor o f 
the present ow ner— the late  C ol. B astard— early  in  the cen tu ry  purchased  
A u sw ell M an o r, and p lan ted  the w aste lan d  w ith  fir, larch , and oth er forest 
trees, on so extensive scale th at the thanks o f  the H ouse o f  C om m ons w ere 
g iven  h im  for w h a t w as designated, his patriotism ” .

A lth o u g h  there w ere a few  other en lighten ed  ow ners like C o lo n el B astard  
w ho h ad  in trod u ced  conifers into their w oodlands, at the ou tb reak  o f  w ar in 
1939 the grea t m ajo rity  o f  the w oods in  the valleys o f  the O k em en t, T a w , 
T e ig n , B ovey, D a rt, A vo n , E rm e, Y e a lm , P lym , M e a v y , W a lk h a m , T a v y  and 
L y d — all rivers rising on the m oor— consisted o f  oak  co p p ice  in  v a ry in g  stages 
o f  dereliction . D u rin g  the w a r o f  1939-1945 the m ost accessible w oods w ere 
cut over to p rovid e m inin g  tim ber for South  W ales, ch a rco a l and a little  poor 
saw m ill tim ber, and this a d d itio n a l fe llin g  served to em phasise the g rea t need 
for the reh ab ilitation  o f  these derelict w oodlan ds into som ething far b etter after 
the w a r w as over.
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T w o  m otives im pelled  several p rivate  owners to u n d ertake this w ork. O n e  
o f  these m otives envisaged w ell-m an aged  p rod u ctive  w oodlan ds as a m eans o f 
g iv in g  h ealth fu l em ploym en t in  ru ral surroundings, increasin g the standard 
o f  liv in g  o f  those w ho a lread y  lived  in the cou n try, and reversin g the drift 
from  the lan d to the city, w hilst at the sam e tim e m akin g  the best use o f 
lim ited  lan d  resources b y  carefu lly  com b in in g  the interests o f  agricu ltu re and 
forestry. B y  this m eans a n atu ra l lan dscape w ou ld  b e b u ilt up tru ly  reflecting 
the characteristics o f  the loca lity , each  p art h a vin g  a n atu re and a b eau ty  o f 
its ow n.

T h e  other m otive is p rim arily  fin an cial though it is lik ely  to lead  to ju s t  the 
sam e benefits to the rural econom ics o f  D artm o or and i f  w isely guid ed  can 
d evelop  in  a m an ner w h o lly  to safeguard  the m ore in tan gib le  am enities o f  the 
d istrict, w h ilst at the sam e tim e su p p lying  m uch needed tim ber.

W oo d  is needed for the c la y  m ines o f  D evon , the tin m ines o f  C o rn w a ll, and 
the coalfields o f  Som erset, as w ell as for m ore distant areas. T h e  thinnings from  
the p lan tation s are sold for m akin g p ap er pulp , m an u factu red  w a ll boards, 
w o ven  saw n fen cing, boxes, p ackin g  cases, pallets, shuttering, and a h undred

Forest Workers Stacking Pit Props, Cut from Thinnings, fo r  the Devon Clay Mines
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and one other uses; and  it w ill not be lon g  before tim ber su itab le for house
b u ild in g  is p u t on the m arket in  larg e  quantities.

D a rtm o o r has for u pw ards o f  three centuries been a source o f  p u re w a ter  for 
the p o p u latio n  w h ich  has gro w n  up  roun d its fringes. P rid e  o f  p lace  for 
in itiative  in  this respect m ust go to the C ity  o f  P lym ou th , for in  1591 S ir Fran cis 
D rak e  com pleted  the leat w h ich  con d u cted  the w aters o f  the R iv e r  M e a v y  to 
P lym ou th . In  1793 the C o m p an y  o f  Proprietors o f  the P lym o u th  D o ck  W a te r
works undertook an even m ore am bitious schem e b y  b rin g in g  w a ter  in  an open 
leat, n ow  kn ow n  as the D e vo n p o rt L e a t, from  the W est D a rt, C ow sic and 
B lack ab ro o k  stream s. W h en  these leats p roved  to be insufficient to m eet the 
grow in g  dem ands for w ater, im p ou n d in g  reservoirs w ere b u ilt and, in order to 
p rotect the p u rity  o f  supplies from  the surroun din g catch m en t areas, extensive 
plan tation s w ere form ed. T h e  m ost im p ortan t o f  these w ith in  the N a tio n a l 
P ark  are P ly m o u th ’s reservoir and p lan tation s at B u rrator, and  those o f 
T o rq u a y  at F ern w o rth y  and betw een H en n ock  (north-w est o f  C h u d leigh ) 
and M oreton h am p stead , w h ere p lan tin g  w as started as early  as 1899, though 
sm aller u ndertakin gs such as th at o f  P aign ton  on H oln e  M o o r m ake their 
con trib ution  to the scenery.

Applying Fertilisers from the Air at the Soussons Plantations
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Ancient Hut Circle Preserved amid the Spruce Trees at Fernworthy

D u rin g  the Ice  A ges D artm o or w as never covered b y  a continuous ice 
sheet and  in consequence no basins w ere gou ged  ou t b y  the g rin d in g  action  o f 
ice, and the m oor is therefore devoid  o f  an y  n atu ral expanses o f  w ater. T h e  
lakes form ed b y  im p ou n d in g  n atu ral stream s thus p rovide a w elcom e add ition al 
featu re to the lan dscap e w hose b eau ty  is enhan ced b y  the surrounding trees.
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The Forestry Commission’s 
Contribution to Local Prosperity

T h e  F orestry Com m ission now  m anages m ore than 4,700 acres o f  lan d  w ith in  
the N atio n al P ark ; o f  this on ly  the 1,200 acres p lan ted  b y  the D u c h y  before 
1930 is as yet y ie ld in g  supplies o f  tim ber from  the op eration  o f  th in n in g  out the 
crop, b u t as each  year passes m ore o f  the p lan tation s com e into the th in n in g 
stage. T h e  p rod u ction  for yea r 1961 was 119,000 cu b ic  feet (or som e 4,000 
tons) and it is estim ated th at b y  the end o f  the cen tury  w h en  all the forest 
lan d  is in full p rod u ctio n  the an n ual out-turn  o f  tim ber w ill be in excess o f  
three quarters o f  a m illion  cu b ic  feet each  year. Som e m easure o f  the w ork w h ich  
this entails m ay b e obtained  from  the fact th at for every  ten cu b ic  feet o f  
tim ber d ispatched from  the forest ab o u t £ 1  w ill be p aid  in w ages for felling, 
trim m in g out, cross cu ttin g  to lengths, extraction  to roadside, b ark  p eelin g 
w hen  required , and load in g  on to transport, together w ith  such an cilla ry  
paym en ts as h o lid ay  p ay. N e w  roads are b ein g  b u ilt m ain ly  from  rock and 
gra ve l q u arried  in the forests, and existing roads, fences and drains h ave  to be 
kept in repair, and the sm all areas w h ich  are clear felled h ave to be rep lan ted , 
w hilst the w h ole  forest has to be p rotected  from  fire. F rom  all this w ork  the 
local econ om y benefits b y  som e £20,000  an n u ally , and  b y  the end o f  the 
cen tury, in the un likely  event o f  prices rem ain in g  un altered , this sum  w ill h ave 
risen to £85,000, w h ich  represents full tim e em ploym ent for ab out 160 m en.

T o  p rovid e for the w orkers needed in  the forest ten new  houses h ave  been 
b u ilt in a sm all co m m u n ity  at B eliever, 1^ m iles south o f  Postb ridge, the road 
to w h ich  has recen tly  b ecom e a p u b lic  one m ain ta in ab le  b y  the C o u n ty  
authorities.

T h e  forests p rovid e a n ation al fin an cial asset; th ey p rovid e em p loym en t and 
hom es in a h ea lth y  b u t rigorous ru ra l c lim ate; b u t th ey do m ore th an  this: 
th ey form  an in tegra l p art o f  the b ea u ty  o f  D artm o o r N a tio n a l P ark  and  in 
them  at all tim es— excep t o ccasio n ally  in conditions o f  extrem e fire d an ger— the 
p u b lic  are in vited  to en joy the p eaceful recreation  o f  w a lk in g  am id the tall and 
state ly  trees. E ven  those m en o f  sterner s tu ff w ho m arch  in the teeth  o f  the 
gales and the rain  from  one w in dsw ept rock y tor to the n ext are often g lad  to 
turn aside for a period  o f  peaceful solace in the deep w oods w hilst the tree 
tops sw ay and m ake their m usic in  the w in d  a h u n d red  feet ab o ve their heads.
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Beech Shelterbelt Fringing the Road to Prince H all

Private Forestry

P rivate  w oodlands are m ostly con cen trated  in the m ore sheltered valleys 
lead in g  from  the m oor. T h e y  ran ge in size from  the extensive w oods reach in g  
for nearly  five miles a lon g the steep slopes above the R iv e r  T e ig n  north  o f  
M oreton h am p stead , to sm all understocked groups o f  trees p rovid in g  shelter
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A Fine Stand, o f  Sitka Spruce in Brimpts Plantation near Dartmeet

and a little  early  g ra zin g  for cattle . N o  com p lete  in v en to ry  o f  a ll these w oods 
has been  m ade, b u t o ver 7,000 acres are u n d er system atic m an agem en t for the 
p rod u ctio n  o f  tim ber.
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Believer Tor seen from Laughter Heath

M u c h  o f  the w ork  in these woods is m ore recent than th at o f  the Forestry 
C om m ission and yields from  them  are therefore not yet so g rea t; b u t in the 
course o f  tim e there is every reason to believe th at their total p rod u ction  w ill 
outstrip  th at o f  the Com m ission. A b o u t 120 m en are at present em ployed  and 
m an y  m ore w ill be required  as these yo u n g  w oods ad van ce to m aturity.

W h en  new  plantations are form ed on open m oorland it is in ev itab le  th at the 
straight rows o f  yo u n g  conifers should stand out rath er stark ly  against their 
surroundings, b u t experience has a lread y  show n at F ern w orth y, Brim pts, 
T o ttifo rd  and B u rrator th at this is m erely  a passing phase w hose duration  is 
b r ie f com p ared  w ith  the lifetim e o f  the forest.

In  the w ooded  valleys, h ow ever, even this b rie f period o f  adolescence can  be 
m asked from  view  because a ligh t screen o f  the n atu ral cop p ice or b irch  can be 
preserved so th at the yo u n g  trees are b rou g h t u p  beneath  the d ap p led  shade 
w h ich  is on ly  g ra d u a lly  rem oved as the new  crop develops to take its place.
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The General Effect o f Woodlands 
in the Park

T h e  area  o f  w oodlan ds w ith in  the D a rtm o o r N a tio n a l P ark  is ab out 25,000 
acres w h ich  is less than one tenth  o f  the total area o f  the P ark ; yet, because o f 
the positions they o ccu p y  in  relation  to the roads ap p ro a ch in g  the m oor, they 
assum e an im p ortan ce in the scenery greater than this ratio  im plies.

O n e  o f  the m ost a ttractive  features o f  D a rtm o o r is the contrast b etw een  the 
serene p erm an ence o f  solid gran ite  tors and the constant ch an ge o f  scenery as 
sun light follow s the shadow s o f  the fast-m ovin g clouds and as each  ben d  o f  the 
tortuous road opens out fresh and u n exp ected  vistas.

T h e  w oodland s reflect and accen tu ate  this contrast. D o m in ated  b y  the tors 
and rugged  escarpm ents and bou n d ed  b y  the boisterous brooks the forests 
them selves are perm an en t and  yet w ith in  them  there is constan t chan ge. 
T rees m ay grow  up until they obscure a w ell-kn ow n  view , b u t com pen sation  is 
q u ick ly  gain ed  b y  the felling  o f  a sm all m atu re grou p  open in g  up a new  vista 
elsew here. A  dense im p en etrab le  p lan tation  is g ra d u a lly  opened  out by 
successive thinnings u n til the en ch an tin g  glim pses o f  d istan t scenes betw een 
the sw elling boles and sp readin g crow ns tem pt the trave ller to leave the road 
and exp lore for h im self the quiet- fastnesses o f  the forest— a quietness d isturbed 
at tim es b y  the rh yth m ic rin g o f  a saw  and the staccato  b low  o f  an axe rem in din g  
him  th at am o n g this broad  expanse o f  m oorlan d  the w oods p rovid e a livelihood  
for m en no less stu rdy th an  those w ho peopled  it before history began.

T h e  cover p ictu re  w as d raw n  b y  M r. L . E xell. T h e  m aps are based, b y  kind 
perm ission o f  the D irecto r G en eral o f  the O rd n a n c e  S u rvey , on O rd n a n ce  
S u rvey  one-inch and q u arter-in ch  sheets; details w ere added  b y  M r. M a rc  Sale. 
T h e  ph otograp h s w ere taken  b y  M r. G . D . R ou se and M r. F. C o llin s; all are 
the co p yrig h t o f  the F orestry  Com m ission.

Printed in E n g la n d  tor H e r M a je s ty ’s S ta tio n e ry  O ffice  by 
B row n  K n ig h t and  T r u s c o tl L td ., L o n d o n  and  T o n b rid g e .
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Devonport Leat running through Beardown Plantation
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