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Cover photograph: V iew  over D ovey Forest, from above 
E v an ’s Bridge looking towards Corris, near M achynlleth, 
M erioneth.

A ll photographs are from the Forestry Commission 
Collection, and, unless otherwise acknowledged, are the 
work o f the following S ta ff  Photographers: I. A . Anderson, 
f .i .i .p ., M rs. T . K . Evans, f .r .p .s ., B. J .  Lam bsdow n,
E . B. M arquis.

R . Lines took the lower view on page 13 , M . Nim m o took 
the top right-hand picture on page 43, M . V . L au rie  took 
the photograph on page 60 and G . G . Stew art that on page 
68.
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I N T R O D U C T I O N

A recent Forestry Commission publication in this series, 
by the well-known landscape architect Sylvia  Crowe (i),  
has dealt with the principles which govern the appear
ance o f large-scale plantations in our countryside. This 
present booklet has no particular message, and its sole 
purpose is to depict forestry under a wide range of 
conditions in Britain.
The text and the captions to the photographs are kept 
to the shortest length necessary to olTer an explanation 
o f the diversity of forest scenery. No attem pt has been 
made to classify land in any ordered schem e; indeed, the 
'forest types' in this booklet m ay well shock the forester 
or ecologist, and all that is claimed for them is that 
they arc convenient "labels' for tracts o f country which 
by reason of topography, geology, soils and clim ate, 
have some com munity o f conditions so far as the forest 
is concerned. V
An effort has been made to show how our principal 
forest trees lit into these forest types. A  booklet in the 
same series as this, by H. L . Edlin, provides a most 
useful guide to identification^).
As most people know, Britain is short o f conifers, having 
only Scots pine, yew and the shrubby jun iper as true 
natives. Hence much reliance is placed on ‘exotics’ .
This is a much misunderstood term, and to m any 

seems to imply "not belonging’ . T o  the forester however, 
it is merely a technical label, useful whilst he is gaining 
an understanding o f the tree concerned, but not there
after. T h e farm er, fortunate man, does not use the term 
at all, as everyone has forgotten when his crop plants 
cam e in— if they ever knew! T o  call anything as homely 
as a potato an exotic would sound very odd to most 
people. In fact there is much that is fortuitous in the 
distribution o f plants on the earth ’s surface, and you 
can find conditions in Britain which are more suited 
to a tree from western North A m erica than to a native 
species which happens to grow 50 miles aw ay. Except 
in countries which are lucky enough to have a 
wealth o f good m arketable trees, interest in exotics is 
world-wide. Indeed, some trees— for exam ple the M on
terey pine and certain Australian cucalypts— are now 
o f more im portance abroad than in their native habitats. 
T o  some, the emphasis on conifers in modern forestry 
is distressing. This is no place to discuss forest policy 
or economics, but two points m ay be made. Firstly, 
although the Ice A ge and our subsequent separation 
from the Continent left us short o f conifers, most o f the 
country belongs by latitude and clim ate in the great 
coniferous zone; and secondly, everywhere in the world 
the demand for softwoods (the product o f conifers) is

increasing as against that for hardwoods (the product 
o f broadleaved trees). The forester has little choice but 
to adapt himself to this situation. "Uniform ity' is another 
aspect o f economic forestry which is frequently under 
attack. W hilst the uniform crop is often a logical aim, 
since the resulting timber is all more or less the 
same size and thus convenient for industry, nature 
imposes its own diversity through the depth and 
fertility o f soils; topography and exposure; w indblow : 
and all the things which m ay happen to trees in fifty 
years or so. As the photographs will show, no extensive 
area o f forest retains any high degree of uniform ity for 
long. In this, forestry is very different from agriculture. 
T h e farm er has much more control over his environ
ment and can, under suitable conditions, produce very 
uniform crops. Curiously enough, when he does do so. 
we adm ire the result— and say what a good farm er he 
must be.
Scenery, however, is largely a matter o f taste and habit 
o f thought. T h e same person m ay adm ire the Black 
Forest in G erm any but not K ielder Forest in 
Northum berland. Wh y ?  Perhaps the simplest 
explanation is that the former is thought to "belong" 
whilst the latter is new and strange. Foresters in Britain 
are proud o f their achievem ent, and hope that as the 
new forests become more fam iliar, they will be felt to 
"belong’ to our countryside also. This booklet m ay help 
people to see our forests in that light.

(1) Forestry Commission Booklet No. 18 Forestry in the l.mu/s<nf>< 
iimso: 3s Gel net.
2) Forestry Commission Booklet No. 15 Ixnoic your (.'nnif'rrs. iimso 

fjs od net.
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W estern  M ountains

«* - , •*

Queen Elizabeth Forest Park, A chray. A  wide-angle view 
from west to east, through north. Taken from the 
Tom  an t’ -Seallaidh view-point over-looking the D uke’s road, 
Loch K atrin e  can be glimpsed on the extrem e left, whilst 
Loch V en ach ar can be clearly seen on the right. Ben Ledi, 
cloud-capped, is just right o f centre.
T h e Trossachs provide an im portant recreational area for 
Edinburgh, G lasgow  and the central industrial belt of 
Scotland. In  this type o f country, where m ountain, water, and 
forest com plement each other most effectively, it is desirable 
that plantations be kept well back from the road, as seen here.
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W E S T  E R  X  M  C) U X  1’ A  I X  S

T h e mountainous areas o f western Scotland, the Lake 
District, and northern W ales, have in common a very 
high rainfall. T h e rocks are usually old and h ard ’ and 
the soil tends to be acid, shallow, and infertile. Deposits 
o f peat become more extensive, and more frequent, the 
further north one goes.
M any o f the western hills are very high by British 
standards, and rise well above the limits o f satisfactory 
tree growth. W here there is little shelter from the west, 
exposure is o f more im portance than low tem perature 
in fixing the level o f the tree line.
Sitka spruce is the most im portant species in this region, 
and Lodgepole pine is useful on the poorer soils; but a 
wide range of conifers can be grown successfully where 
conditions are favourable.

t'ighl

Sitka spruce: Introduced from the Pacific coast of 
North A m erica in 1831  by D avid D ouglas, it is easily 
the most im portant afforestation tree in Britain. It  is o f 
special value throughout the moist and elevated westerly 
regions o f the country, and has established itself as the 
preferred species for paper m aking in the wood- 
pulping industry.

8
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above (left)

Western hem lock: Though 
an associate o f Sitka 
spruce in the Pacific 
coastal forests, it has not 
been planted on such an 
extensive scale in this 
country. In part, this is 
because it is very 
difficult to establish 
on bare ground; but it 
is a high yielding species 
which m ay become o f 
more im portance in our 
forests when woodland 
conditions have been 
established.

above (right)

Lodgepole pine, another 
North-west A m erica 
species. It  is a valuable 
pioneer o f the poorer soils, 
especially the infertile 
peats o f the north and 
west.

right (above)

L lu gw y V a lley , G w yd yr 
Forest in the Snow donia 
Forest P ark : Coniferous 
plantations on the rocky 
slopes fit easily with 
the better agricultural 
land and broadleaved 
trees o f the valleys.

right (below)

Penm achno, M achno 
Forest in Snowdonia, 
good agricultural land in 
the valley bottom with 
access to hill grazing 
on the unplantable land 
at high elevation.

10
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abort’

Esthwaitc W ater below G rizedale 
Forest, Lake D istrict: As the Lakes 
are an area of great natural beauty 
and are much frequented by holi
day-m akers, particular attention 
must be paid to the influence of 
forestry, and other forms o f land 
use. on the scenery.

right (above)

Glen A ffric : A  remnant o f the 
Caledonian pine forest fringing 
Loch Affric, with Sgurr na Lapaich  
in the background.

right (below)

Coulin, W ester Ross: Large old 
Scots pine o f the Caledonian 
forest. Beinn Eighe and the Tor- 
ridon Hills in the background.
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T h e  B order T y p e

G eneral view o f the Forest o f A e, Dum friesshire, looking 
south-east from Gilchristland Farm . T h e forest is typical o f the 
work which the Forestry Commission has been doing in 
the Scottish borders. It  was the first forest in Scotland to need a 
com pletely new village to house its workers. Before work 
started in 1927 most o f the land was used for sheep grazing, 
and there was little woodland except for a few patches of 
oak and alder in some o f the valleys.

l 5



T H E  B O R D E R  T Y P E

T h e term is used, for w ant o f a better, to describe 
conditions sim ilar to those on the Scottish border. 
T yp ica lly  grassland, it is rolling country with rounded 
hills o f no great height, m uch o f it on shaley rocks of 
the S ilurian and Carboniferous systems. T h e soils are 
usually rather clayey, derived from glacial drifts, and 
there is often a shallow layer o f black friable peat derived 
from the Molinia grass. This type o f country also occurs 
in Wales. It is distinctly moist, and this is one reason 
w hy a good deal o f it has fallen out o f sheep pasture.
T h e forests are predom inantly spruce. D rainage is of 
great im portance and wind-throw is one o f the principal 
hazards.

16



Sitka spruce is the most im 
portant species on this type o f 
land. T h e photograph is o f one 
o f the pioneer plantations of 
Sitka spruce in the Borders. 
Established about 1850-55 at 
W ooplaw, Roxburghshire, the 
trees attained 1 1 0 - 1 1 5  feet in 
height at 100 years o f age, with 
breast-height girths o f about 
1 12 ins.

l 7



above

K ielder Forest, N orthum berland: 
Extensive spruce afforestation in 
the hill country o f the North T yn e 
and its tributaries. Som e 75,000 
acres o f plantations have been 
established in this general area.

right (above)

M ynnycl Ddu Forest, Brecon and 
M onm outh: Sitka spruce planta
tions at very high elevations 
(2,000 ft.) in the Black M ountains 
o f south-central W ales.

right (below)

Castle O ’er Forest, Dum friesshire: 
Extensive spruce afforestation in 
the Southern U plands. The 
photograph was taken from the 
ancient fort which gives the forest 
its name.

> 1
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above

Eskdalem uir, Dum friesshire: T yp ica l hill country in the 
valley o f the W hite Esk, near the well-known obser
vatory. Note the common use o f N orw ay spruce in 
shelter-belts for farms.

right

N orw ay spruce: This species ranks second to Sitka 
spruce in this type o f country.
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above

Coed M organnw g, G lam organ : 
T h e O gm ore V a lley  in the South 
W ales Coalfields. Afforestation in 
this old industrial countryside 
has covered m any o f the scars, 
including some o f the old colliery 
spoil heaps.

right (above)

K ie ld er Forest, N orthum berland: 
Looking towards the Scottish 
border, with K ie ld er Castle in 
the older trees in the right centre. 
A fforestation is carried up to 
about 1,500  ft. and blankets m any 
o f the lower ridges.

right (below)

Forest o f A e, Dum friesshire: V iew  
o f the north-west corner o f the 
G ubhill section o f the forest, over 
Craigshiels bridge. Scots pine in 
the foreground and, on the higher 
slopes, N orw ay spruce and 
Jap an ese  larch.
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T h e  D rier U p lan d s

Glentress Forest, Peeblesshire, looking North : T h e river Tw eed 
runs in the line o f broadleaved trees across the centre o f the 
picture. Caresm an Hill (1,807 ^0 *s the highest ground in 
the centre. Plantations are carried up to 1,700 ft., Douglas fir, 
spruces, larches and pines being the principal species.

25



T H E  D R I E R  U P L A N D S

This is not a well-defined type, but is distinguished from 
the Border type by the generally lower rainfall. T h e 
vegetation is usually poor m ountain grassland with 
fescues, Agrostis and Na.rd.ns. T h ere is little peat except 
at the highest elevations. Frequently bracken has invaded 
the better slopes and reduced the grazing values. O cca
sionally there is a transition to heathy conditions.
This very general description would app ly  to m uch land 
in central Scotland, eastern parts o f the Scottish border, 
and some o f the drier areas o f central W ales and the 
Welsh M arches. T h e choice o f species is rather wide, 
though much o f the ground is too dry for spruces.
Scots pine, the larches, and on the best sites Douglas 
fir, are the commonest species.

right

European larch : A  70-year-old plantation. European 
larch has been planted from the m id -1 8th century, and 
has alw ays been specially valued for the strength and 
durability o f its timber. It has been a tree o f particular 
im portance to agriculture, being the most w idely used 
fencing tim ber, and suited to use in the construction o f 
farm  buildings.

26





above {left)

Sitka sp ru ce: A  forest road through 
a 30-year old plantation o f Sitka 
spruce in G lasfynydd Forest, 
Breconshire.

above (right)

N orw ay spruce: Fam iliar to every
one, especially as a Christm as 
tree. N orw ay spruce is an exotic 
since, unlike Scots pine— its 
associate in Europe, it failed to 
return to Britain after the Ice Age. 
It  has been used as a forest tree for 
m any years, and is seen to advan 
tage on moist and fairly fertile 
soils in sheltered conditions over 
much o f our uplands.

right

D ouglas fir: A  50-year old planta
tion o f good quality. T h e tree is 
named after the famous Scottish 
explorer who introduced it to this 
country in 1827. It  is one o f our 
most productive species, but it is 
only seen at its best on deep well- 
drained soils in fairly sheltered 
situations.
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above

Dunkeld, Perthshire: T h e river 
T a y  and parts o f the Atholl 
Estates viewed from C raigvinean 
Forest. T h e district around 
Dunkeld is o f particular interest 
since it was here that the first 
extensive plantations o f European 
larch were established by the Second 
Duke o f Atholl in the m id-18th 
century. T h e T a y  valley has a long 
arboricultural and forestry tradi
tion, and there is no better part 
o f the country in which to study 
conifers and woodland scenery.

right (above)

Drum m ond H ill, Perthshire: V iew  
from the North. Drum m ond Hill 
has plantations o f larch and 
spruce in succession to the noted 
larch woods planted in the 1820 ’s 
and felled during the first W orld 
W ar.

right (below)

Brecon Forest in m id-W ales: P lan 
tations o f larch, spruce and pine, 
occupying the poorer grazing land 
— m ainly heather with bracken on 
the slopes. There is no high 
im plantable land.

30
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U p lan d  H eath s

Clashindarroch Forest, Aberdeenshire: One o f the larger 
heathland forests in the east o f Scotland, and the site o f much 
experim ental work on the afforestation o f this particular type 
o f land. Ben Rinnes can be seen towards the left.

33



U P L A N D  H E A T H S

T h e U p land  Heaths form an im portant type throughout 
the drier hilly districts in the north o f the country. T h ey  
have usually— though not alw ays— developed over acid 
sandy soils.
As the nam e implies, they are dom inated by heathers, 
principally the common ling (Calluna vulgaris), which 
has in fact had much to do with the developm ent o f the 
soil conditions. T here is usually a thinnish deposit o f 
peat, with a light coloured layer o f soil below, from which 
most o f the nutrients have been leached. Sometim es there 
is a pronounced hard ‘p an ’ a foot or m ore below the 
surface, where m inerals leached from the surface have 
settled.
T h e heaths require cultivation to suppress the heather 
and open up the sub-soil (especially to break any pan) 
before they can be planted. O n the poorer heaths it is 
also necessary to apply phosphates. Pines are the prin
cipal species, but sometimes, when the pines have pre
pared the w ay, more productive and dem anding trees 
can be grown.

34



Allerston Forest, North Yorkshire M oors: Looking over 
Troutsdale to Langd ale R igg . A lthough much o f the 
underlying rock on these moors is Ju rassic  limestone, 
grazing over m any centuries and the developm ent of 
a heathy vegetation has brought about leached, acid, 
soils known as ‘podsols’ , often with well-m arked ‘ iron 
pans’ .

35
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T h e  Southern H eath s

W areham  Forest, Dorset: H a rd y ’s ‘Egdon H eath ’ , a tract o f 
particu larly  infertile sands and gravels o f the Bagshot Beds. A  
view  north-east from the crest o f Gallows H ill over young 
Corsican pine plantations established on ploughed land, across 
typical heathland, to the older pine plantations on Philliols 
H eath and Bere Heath.

37



T H E  S O U T H E R N  H E A T H S

T h e Southern Heaths are mostly at quite low elevations, 
and therefore have a much w arm er clim ate than the 
U pland Heaths o f the North. T h ey  are all on infertile, 
usually very acid, sands and gravels, and have not in 
past times been able to support any sustained agriculture. 
M an y have had some form of com mon grazing, and, 
where this has lapsed, have passed into scrub or sem i
woodland. T h e true commons are o f great value as 
open spaces.
Pines are the most suitable species on m uch o f the 
Southern H eathland, though the better soils w ill support 
good growth o f D ouglas fir.

right

Douglas fir : Som e o f the finest old Douglas firs in the 
south o f England. Planted about i860 in Bolderwood in 
the New Forest, Ham pshire.

38





above

Corsican p in e : One o f the most 
productive species on the sandy 
soils in the south o f England. It 
is a southern European tree, and 
the form which we grow  does in 
fact come from Corsica, though we 
can now collect nearly all the seed 
we need from our own woods.

right {above)

T h e pine plantations at Thetford 
Chase, Norfolk and Suffolk, now 
form  one o f the largest continuous 
areas o f forest in the country. T h ey 
will support a new wood-using 
industry. T h e plantations w^ere 
established partly  on degraded 
agricultural land, and partly  on 
open grass-heath knowm as Breck- 
land.

right {below)

W areham  Forest, D orset: V iew  east 
from Woolsbarrow' across rather 
uneven Scots and Corsican pine 
plantations to M orden H eath 
N ursery and M orden Park Lake. 
W areham  Forest is an active 
centre o f research into the 
nutrition o f trees in the nursery 
and the forest.

40





above

Scots pine hedge: On the extensive 
areas o f light sandy soils in Suffolk 
and Norfolk it used to be the 
practice to establish shelter hedges 
o f Scots pine to prevent wind 
erosion following cultivation. M an y 
o f these hedges, like this exam ple, 
have been allowed to grow into 
rather distorted trees.

right (above)

Severe soil erosion: N ot a very 
com mon sight in this country. It 
can readily occur on the poorer 
sands if  the vegetation is con
tinuously disturbed.

extreme right

T h e sand sedge— Carex arenaria, 
colonising wind-blown sand at 
Brandon, Suffolk.

right (below)

T h e New Forest, as is well known, 
was defined and placed under 
forest law  as a royal sporting 
reserve by the N orm an kings. 
M uch o f it was probably heath- 
land at the time. T h e greater part 
o f the Forest remains under 
rights o f common grazing, and 
forms a valuable and popular 
open space. T h e plantations are 
confined to inclosures, and a 
num ber o f these are m anaged 
more for their scenic value than 
for timber. This is a typical area 
o f heath as seen from Anses W ood, 
looking to the north-west.
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O ld B ro ad leaved  
W oodland

Forest o f D ean : V iew  from the Buckstone at Reddings W ood, 
looking north towards W hitchurch and the G reat D oward 
ridge.
T h e old Crown Forest o f D ean is one o f the tracts placed 
under forest law  by the Norm an kings. It has considerable 
areas o f oak planted during or shortly after the Napoleonic 
W ars for ship tim bers; but is very varied in soils and has also 
a good deal o f beech and some particularly fine conifers. In 
appearance, at least, it remains an extensive broadleaved 
forest.

45



O L D  B R O A D L E A V E D  W O O D L A N D

A part from Scots pine, yew and the shrubby juniper, 
Britain has no native conifers, and the old natural 
forests were m ainly broadleaved. L ittle i f  anything 
remains in a truly natural state, due to the interference 
o f man and his grazing anim als. H ow ever, m uch o f the 
existing broadleaved woodland, though greatly changed, 
m ay well be descended directly from natural forest. 
Broadleaved woodlands o f m any species have been 
m anaged from ancient times for certain special products, 
and w hat is often thought to be a natural condition is 
sim ply a relic o f past forest m anagem ent.
Not by any means all the common broadleaved trees 
are native. Sweet chestnut, Horse chestnut, and sycam ore, 
though fam iliar, are all introductions, and so are w alnut, 
plane, and m any poplars.
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T h e Chiltern beechwoods in 
Buckingham shire are an ancient 
tract o f woodlands o f at least 
sem i-natural origin. T h e beech 
is thought to have been m anaged 
on a coppice system, m ainly for 
the supply o f fuel to London.
In  more recent times, the woods 
have supported a furniture 
industry based on H igh 
W ycom be and Chesham.
There is a tradition o f silvicul
tural m anagem ent by natural 
regeneration on certain estates, 
notably H am pden, where this 
photograph and the one on 
page 4g were taken. Both 
show m ature, 160-year-old 
beech with natural seedlings 
developing after the felling of 
groups in the old crop.

47



above {left)

Beech has been widely planted 
in Britain outside w hat is thought 
to be its natural range. This 
is a famous old wood at Tyning- 
hame, East Lothian.

above {right)

Beech is usually associated with 
lim ey soils, but some o f the best 
stands are on old acid loams. 
These particularly fine trees are 
at Slindon, Sussex, on land 
owned by the N ational Trust. 
T h e larger trees are over 120 ft. 
tall, with girths o f 130  inches at 
Breast height.

right

T h e Chiltern beechwoods. (See 
page 47)

48





above

Birch readily colonises 
sites where the original 
vegetation has been dis
turbed. I f  rarely an econ
omic crop, it is often a 
useful pioneer for more 
productive species.

right {above)

O ak standards with chest
nut coppice in Ham pshire. 
‘ Coppice with standards’ 
is an ancient and highly 
evolved system of m anage
ment o f woodland. T h e 
standards— usually oak—  
provided timber o f large 
dimensions for ship and 
other forms o f building, 
and the coppice went 
for fuel, fencing and other 
agricultural requirements. 
Changed circumstances 
have m ade the system 
uneconomic.

right (below)

Sweet chestnut coppice in 
Sussex: Sweet chestnut 
and hazel were two o f the 
commonest coppice 
species. H azel coppice has 
largely fallen out of 
m anagem ent due to 
changes in the agricul
tural econom y— it was 
specially im portant for the 
m anufacture o f hurdles 
for folding sheep. Chest
nut coppice, however, 
remains a valuable crop 
owing to the popularity of 
chestnut spile fencing.

extreme right

O ak at Dunster, Somerset. 
In  the south-west, m any 
o f the old oak woodlands, 
which have undoubtedly 
been m anaged as coppice 
at one time, are o f 
particularly weird and 
scrubby appearance.
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C h alk  D ow n lan d s

Queen Elizabeth Forest, H am pshire: A  general view looking 
east from above the Portsmouth R oad. One o f the more 
extensive tracts o f chalk downland afforestation. The young 
woods in the middle foreground are beech, raised with larch 
nurses which have recently been removed.



c: H A  L  K  D O YV N L  A N D S

The Chalk Downs o f the south o f England and the 
Yorkshire YVolds are typically grassland, with good 
arable farm ing on the deeper soils. Some hilly country- 
on the chalk bears ancient woodland— the Chiltern beech 
woods for exam ple, and a limited am ount o f woodland 
has been planted on the chalk. M uch o f this is beech, a 
tree which is indigenous and well adapted to chalk soils. 
Chalk Downlands are notoriously difficult subjects for 
planting, due m ainly to the intense competition of 
grasses, and it is custom ary to establish beech with 
'nurses’ o f pine which are less sensitive to such com peti
tion, and improve the site for beech.

right

A  beech plantation with extrem ely well-shaped stems, 
at West D ean, Sussex. T h e 125-year-old  trees arc some 
100 ft. in height. Such stands are o f special value for 
seed collection.





above

Some o f the famous G ood
wood beeches, well-known 
to race-goers, i 70-year-old 
beech woodland on a 
sheltered slope o f the 
South Downs in Sussex.

right (above)

N atural woodland on the 
chalk has several quite 
typical tree species. Here, 
on a chalk scarp near 
Princes Risborough in 
Buckingham shire are 
seen beech, whitebeam  
and yew.

right (below)

A  trial plantation o f sm all
leaved lime at H olt Down, 
Queen Elizabeth Forest 
in Ham pshire. L im e is 
at home on calcareous 
soils, including the chalk.

extreme right

T h e grass Bromus ereclus 
is a common element o f 
chalk swards. It  forms 
dense mats through which 
it is difficult to plant trees.
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Sp ecial Uses o f  Trees  
and W oodlan d s

V iew  from llie Chiltern escarpment north-east of YVatlington in 
Oxfordshire, looking west. Bald Hill (with natural whitebeam , 
yew, and beech) is on the left; natural jun iper in the foreground ; 
Beacon Hill on the right.
In  the centre, behind the buildings of Hill Farm  and 
surrounded by agricultural ground, are T h e K n app  planta
tions. T h e extensive hedgerows and shelterbelts o f the Tham es 
V alley  fill the background.
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S P E C I A L  U S E S  O F  T R E E S  A N D  

W O O D L A N D S

Usually the lirst aim  in m anaging a forest is to produce 
timber, but forests can serve m any other purposes. T h ey 
m ay protect the land against erosion, or prevent sand 
shifting in the wind. Forests are often valued as cover 
to the land in water catchments, since the w ater from 
them is pure and free from silt. T h ey  are becom ing 
increasingly im portant as places o f recreation— especially 
in the more crowded countries such as ours.
Forestry is often said to compete with hill farm ing for 
land, but since forests require more labour for a given 
acreage, they help to m aintain the rural economy and 
thus indirectly benefit the m ajor land-using industry. 
Trees are not, o f course, confined to the forest proper. T h e 
hedgerows still support large volumes o f hardwood 
timber, though changes in agricultural practice seem 
likely to reduce the im portance o f the hedge. Shelterbelts 
on the other hand, because o f their value to farm  
stock in exposed districts, seem likely to remain. Special
ised crops such as poplars and willows are usually sited 
on good land outside o f the forest.
Trees are used to im prove the amenities in numerous 
w ays; in parks, on roadsides, in towns, as screens against 
ugly industrial buildings and, perhaps most im portant 
o f all, to soften the raw landscapes torn by industrial 
activities.
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left

Sand fixation : In  several countries afforestation has been 
used as means o f stabilizing shifting sand. Before p lan
tations can be m ade, it is often necessary to fix the dune 
nearest to the sea by erecting a palisade— as seen here at 
N ew borough W arren in M on Forest, Anglesey.

above

Culbin Forest, M orayshire: T h e largest area o f p lanta
tions on previously shifting coastal sands in this country.
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above

Trees and water, Lynford 
H all, Thetford Chase, 
Norfolk.

right (top)

T a f  Fechan, T alybont 
Forest, Breconshire: T he 
attractions o f natural 
features such as this need not 
be im paired by afforestation, 
provided that care is

taken to leave room to 
see them.

right (centre)

V iew point, H igh M eadow  
Woods, Dean Forest P ark : 
V iew  across the W ye 
from Sym ond’s Y at, 
looking downstream  to 
Coppet Hill.

right (bottom)
Forests and water supplies, 
Lake V yrn w y Reservoir, 
M ontgom eryshire: M uch 
o f the gathering ground o f 
this well-known reservoir 
has been afforested 
in a jo in t enterprise 
between the Forestry 
Commission and the City 
o f Liverpool. Forestry as a 
form o f land m anagem ent

in catchments has certain 
advantages. T h e purity 
o f the water is m aintained, 
and the silting-up of 
reservoirs is minimised. 
A gainst these advantages, 
the trees evaporate rather 
more w ater than does 
grassland, but the signi
ficance o f this m ay not be 
great where the rainfall is 
high.
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above

Queen Elizabeth Forest 
P ark : T h e Forest Parks 
have been established in 
areas where open or 
m ountain country has 
been acquired in connec
tion with afforestation. 
R ead ily  accessible, they 
are open to all, and have 
well equipped cam ping 
grounds. T h e Queen 
Elizabeth Forest Park

was opened in 1953 to 
celebrate H er M ajesty ’s 
Coronation. It is in fine 
country on the edge o f 
the Trossachs, and is o f 
especial value to the 
people o f Glasgow.

right [above)

Roads constructed for the 
extraction o f tim ber and 
the general m anagem ent 
o f the forest are not 
norm ally open to private 
motor vehicles, but pro
vide access to forest country 
for walkers and riders.
A  view  in Allerston 
Forest, North Yorkshire, 
showing the Forest D rive, 
an exceptional scenic 
route open to cars.

right [below)

T h e w alker on most forest 
roads will meet nothing 
worse than the occasional 
tim ber truck.

extreme right

Pony trekking is becom ing 
increasingly popular, 
especially in Scotland ; a 
forest road near Aberfoyle.
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above

D enny Ecological Reserve 
in the N ew  Forest: Such 
reserves are m aintained 
specifically for ecological 
and other scientific studies.

right (above)

Glenlivet, Banffshire: 
Extensive pine plantations 
on m oorland, with im 
proved agricultural land 
in the valley. This is a 
land im provem ent 
scheme planned jo in tly  
by the Crow n Estates 
Commissioners, the D e
partm ent o f A griculture 
for Scotland, and the 
Forestry Commission, in 
which agricultural re
habilitation, afforestation 
and sporting interest each 
p lay a part in the enhance
ment o f rural economy.

right (below)

W ell sited and equipped 
caravan  and cam ping 
sites let people into the 
heart o f forest country 
without the motor car 
being allowed to dom inate 
the environment.

extreme right

Footbridge over the W ye 
at Biblins, H igh M eadow , 
Forest o f D ean, con
structed to give access 
from the river meadows, 
where there is a youth 
organisation’s cam ping 
ground, to L a d y  Park 
Woods.
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above

T h e K ergord  shelter plantations 
in the Shetlands: this is a notable 
achievem ent by a private land- 
owner as these islands are almost 
devoid o f trees.

right (above)

Forestry and hill grazing: In hill 
country, where afforestation is not 
carried over the tops, it is cus
tom ary to plan the plantations 
to leave sheepwalks from the 
better unafforested grazings in the 
valley to the unplantable land 
above the forest.

right (below)

Farm  shelterbelts in the Tw eed 
V alley.
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above

Line planting o f poplars (Populus 
‘R ob usta ’ , one o f the best o f the 
‘hybrid Blacks’ ), on the Ryston 
H all estate, N orfolk: Poplar is a 
very specialised and dem anding 
crop, and the wood is used in 
the m anufacture o f matches, 
chip baskets, etc.

right (above)

Elm  is probably the most im 
portant hedgerow tim ber in E n g
land. T h e common English elm 
usually produces large and well- 
formed butts, requires little atten
tion and reproduces itself readily 
from suckers in the hedge at no 
cost. T h e tim ber retains a high 
value for furniture.

right (below)

It is often insufficiently appreciated 
that a great volum e o f hardwood 
tim ber is to be found in hedge
rows. M ost o f it is self-sown or, 
as with elms, comes from root 
suckers.
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above

Forest W orkers’ H olding in Egges- 
ford Forest, D evon : T h e tenants 
o f this type o f holding are 
guaranteed 150  days work a year 
in the forest, and have a few acres 
o f land for farm ing.

right (above)

A  Forest V illage  at D alb y, A ller- 
ston Forest, Yorksh ire: In  certain 
areas where housing for workers 
in the new forests has been in 
short supply, it has been necessary 
to build new villages. W herever 
possible, it is desirable to add to 
existing communities where there 
is a lready some social life.

right (below)

G w yd yr Forest in Snow donia: 
W here extensive afforestation has 
been carried out, the old farm  
buildings are often im proved 
and used to house Foresters and 
forest workers.
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above (left)

Roadside planting: T h e com bina
tion o f good engineering and well 
chosen and sited trees can be 
very pleasing.

above (right)

T h e well-known Lom bard y poplar 
is often used very successfully to 
screen industrial sites. It  is unwise 
o f course to plant too close to 
buildings.

right

An interesting tunnel effect in a 
beech plantation on a side road in 
Scotland.
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above

M an y o f the older colliery spoil 
heaps eventually develop a wood
land flora. Birch is common on 
heaps which have burned to a 
red shaley soil.

right (top)

M ineral rights are sometimes 
exercised on a sm all scale without 
undue disturbance to the forest. 
H ere is a sm all privately operated 
colliery within Coed M organnw g, 
G lam organ.

right (centre)

Forestry has had big effects on 
the scenery in the W elsh valleys, 
and has alleviated the worn-out 
appearance o f a good deal o f this 
neighbourhood after more than a 
century o f m ining operations. Here 
m odern colliery plant is seen 
against a background o f young 
plantations form ing part o f the 
R h eo la  beat o f Coed M organnw g.

extreme right

A  spoil heap absorbed in the 
plantations at M ichaelston,
Coed M organnw g, G lam organ.

right (bottom)

W oodland can often be established 
on sites disturbed by industry or 
mining. A lder is a particularly 
useful species on colliery spoil 
heaps or opencast m ining sites.

76



77



above and right

A  forest backdrop to ruins o f the old lead m ining in
dustry in North Wales. Though the scars o f the workings 
can often be planted, poisonous substances sometimes 
remain in the wastes and delay the establishment o f 
vegetation.
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Postscript

Forestry has always had its critics. N aturally, w e’re biased; 
but, as said in the Introduction, it’s all a m atter o f taste. 
W ithin limits, w e’ve tried to show something o f British 
forestry, but, even with the best will in the world, 
monochrome reproduction cannot do justice to the 
scene— it needs colour to bring it alive, so G O  A N D  
S E E  F O R  Y O U R S E L V E S !

P r i n t e d  in  E n g l a n d  f o r  H e r  M a j e s t y ’s  S t a t i o n e r y  O f f i c e  b y  S w i n d o n  P r e s s  L i m i t e d ,  

D d .  1351 13 K 8 0
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