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I N T R O D U C T I O N
F o r e s t  P a r k s  h ave been established b y the Forestry Com m ission  
in the b e lie f th at w here m ountainsides or other open cou n try  
h ave been acq u ired  in connection  w ith  the p lan tin g o f  extensive 
new  forests, the w h ole should be open for p u b lic  en joym ent. T h e  
first such P ark, th a t in A rg y ll, w as opened in 1935, and there are 
now  seven Forest Parks, four being w h o lly  in  S co tlan d , one on 
the borders o f  S cotlan d  and E n glan d , one in  N orth  W ales, and 
another on the borders o f  G loucestershire and M onm outhshire.

A ccess to the Parks is govern ed  b y  local by-law s, b u t v irtu a lly  
all th at the visitor need rem em ber is th at he should fo llow  the sim ple 
rules o f  the w ell-kn ow n  C o u n try  C od e. T h e  Parks are centres o f  
tim b er-grow in g enterprises o f  great im portan ce to local and n atio n al 
econ om y, and are also the hom es o f  farm ers w hose livelih oo d  is 
d raw n  from  their sheep and cattle. G ates m ust therefore b e closed, 
and p articu lar care m ust be taken w ith  fire in an y shape or fo r m ; 
indeed, the ligh tin g  o f fires, even as p icn ic stoves, is restricted to 
defined cam p in g grounds.

T h ese Forest Parks are open to the visitor d u rin g d a ylig h t hours 
th rou gh ou t the year. W h en  passing through the w oods he is expected  
to keep to roads, paths, or forest rides, b u t on the uplands above, or 
round abou t, he m ay take w h a t route he pleases. T h o u g h  local 
services are few , m ost o f  the Parks can  b e reached  b y  ra ilw ay , bus 
services, or steam ers, and  all h a ve  good access roads, w ith  p a rk in g  
places at suitable points. T o  en courage those w h o w ish to stay o ver
n ight, w ell-eq u ipped  cam p in g grounds have been  opened at all the 
Parks as described later. T h e re  are Y o u th  H ostels in  or n ear all the 
Parks, and m ost o f  them  h ave good hotels n earb y. D espite this ease 
o f  ap p roach , the Parks hold  great stretches o f  w ilderness cou n try—  
m oor and m oun tain , w here those w h o w ish to get a w a y  from  crow ds 
and traffic m a y  roam  for hours in the solitudes o f  forest and hill 
en joyin g som e o f  B rita in ’s grandest scenery.

In clu d ed  in  these pages is an  a ccou n t o f  the N ew  Forest, w h ich  
though n ot a Forest P ark  provides sim ilar scope for recreation  and 
cam p in g. T h e re  are also notes on tw o fam ous arb oreta  and one 
forest gard en , w h ich  are open to the p u b lic. Illustrated  gu ide books, 
listed on page 48, are ava ila b le  for m ost o f  these places. H ere w e 
can  on ly  set ou t their m ain  attractions, say w here th ey lie, and 
w elcom e you  to som e o f  the finest stretches o f  our countryside, w h ich  
y ea rly  d raw  thousands o f a p p reciative  visitors.
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Plale i .  The Wye Gorge at Symonds Tat

DEAN F O R E S T  AND WYE V A L L E Y
T h is  F o r e s t  P a r k  includes the ancien t R o y a l Forest o f  D ean  
in G loucestershire, together w ith  T id en h a m  C hase and other 
n eigh b ou rin g w oodlands, and the T in tern  and C hep stow  Forests 
a lon g the M onm outhshire side o f  the beautifu l W y e  V a lle y . 
E stablished in 1938, it em braces 35,000 acres o f  w oods, com m on 
grazings, and sm all farm steads, w ith in  the trian gle form ed by 
G loucester, R oss-on-W ye, and C h e p sto w ; the low er course o f  the 
W y e  runs through its heart, and the m igh ty  Severn  flows past its 
southern flank.

T h o u g h  it can  claim  no high m ountains, the D ea n  countryside 
holds countless steep hills rising to view poin ts com m an d in g the 
Severn  Sea, the V a le  o f  B erkeley, and the d istant C otsw olds to the 
south-east, or the rollin g plain  o f  H erefordshire on the north. T h e  
lim estone precipices o f  the W y e  gorges, one close to C h ep stow  and 
the other a t S ym o n d ’s Y a t, are the finest in B ritain. T h e  varied

3



Plate 2. Douglas firs in Parkhill Enclosure, near Parkend, Forest o f Dean



rock-beds provide an  absorbing study for the geologist, and the 
P a rk ’s varied  m ineral w ealth — coal, lim estone, iron ore, and b u ild in g 
stones— has been exploited  since R o m a n  times. B ut industry is now  
w ell-con cealed  b y  the trees, and on ly  occasion ally  w ill the visitor 
encounter one o f  the D ean  Free M iners, exercising his trad itional 
righ t to open his ow n sm all coal w orkin g an yw h ere w ith in  the 
bounds o f  the Forest.

T h e  p la n t life o f  the D ean  shows a va riety  akin  to th at o f the 
rocks and soils. W ith in  a few  m iles one can find every sort o f  h abitat, 
from  tidal stream sides to heaths n early  a thousand feet ab ove sea 
level. T h e  lim estone in the n ature reserve at W y n d cliff, near 
C hep stow , holds traveller ’s jo y , field m aple, green hellebore, and 
som e o f  our few  survivin g n ative lim e tre e s; w h ile the K id n a lls  woods 
close to L y d n e y  becom e a sea o f  b luebells every spring.

T h e  visitor, i f  he is lucky, m ay perhaps glim pse a fa llow  deer in 
the H igh m ead ow  W oods or close to F la x le y ; b u t the m ost obvious 
feature o f  anim al life, in the D ean  Forest itself, is the presence o f 
sheep on the roadsides and unfenced grazings. T o g eth e r w ith  
chickens, geese, sows and piglets, they provide a p icturesque and 
un fam iliar note in the rural scene. Badgers, otters, and foxes are 
found, b u t there are no rarities am ong the four-footed beasts. B ird 
life includes a ll the southern species, p a rticu la rly  the m igrants that 
d eligh t to b uild  their nests, and  trill their songs, am id the b ro a d 
leaved woods and copses every spring.

T h e re  are relics o f  prehistoric life a t K in g  A r th u r ’s C a v e  in 
L o rd ’s W oo d, a t W elsh b u ry and at L an ca u t. T h e  R om an s ran  a road 
from  G loucester (Glevum) through C hep stow  to C a erw en t ( Venta 
Silures); th ey  had a v illa  at L yd n ey , and they w orked the iron  ore 
quarries called  T h e  Scow les nearby.

C h ep stow  w as a S axon  trad in g post on the W elsh side o f  O ffa ’s 
D yke , an  earthw ork  still p la in ly  visible a lon g the E nglish b an k  o f 
the R iv e r  W ye. T o  gu ard  the frontier, the N orm an  M a rch e r barons 
b u ilt the great castle a t C hepstow , the un iq ue gatehouse on the 
M o n n o w  B ridge a t M o n m ou th , and St. B ria vel’s C astle  m id w ay 
b etw een  them . M o re  peaceful times saw the b u ild in g  o f the great 
C istercian  A b b e y  at T in tern , n ow  a m agn ificen t ru in  stan din g on  a 
bend o f  a tidal river, encircled  b y  steep w ooded  hills. C hepstow , 
M o n m ou th , Ross and C oleford  are all p leasing m arket towns whose 
G eo rg ian  buildings rem ain  unspoilt b y  com m ercial developm ents. 
T h e  Speech  H ouse, b etw een  C oleford  and C in d erford , com pleted  
ab ou t 1680, is an  im posing and w ell-proportion ed  b u ild in g, now  
used m a in ly  as an  hotel, w h ich  includes the court room  in w h ich  the 
a n cien t C o u rt o f  V erderers still m eets to adm inister Forest L a w .

A  R o y a l Forest since the days o f  the Saxon  kings, the D ea n  has
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also been the scene o f  m o d em  developm ents in  forestry practice. 
N ea rly  all the com m on tim ber trees, from  oaks and beeches to 
A m e rican  silver firs and Jap an ese larches, feature in  its plantations. 
T h e re  is a fascin ating group o f  tria l forest plots, representing m any 
d ifferen t kinds, at A b b otsw oo d  near Soudley, and an arb oretum , 
w ith  labelled  specim en trees, beside the Speech H ouse. L o ca l saw 
m ills and  m ines use m uch o f  the steady supply o f  tim ber d raw n  from  
the w oods, and  a program m e o f  ann ual rep lan tin g m akes good the 
gaps caused b y  felling.

A n  excellen t cam p in g groun d has been opened a t B erry  H ill, 
near C hristchurch, on the b y-road  (B.4432) lead in g from  C oleford  
to S y m o n d ’s Y a t. T h e re  are Y o u th  H ostels at M itch e ld e an , St. 
B riavels, C h ep stow  and W elsh B icknor. H o tel accom m od ation  can 
be found a t Ross, S ym o n d ’s Y a t , M o n m ou th , T in tern , C hepstow , 
L yd n ey , C oleford , C inderford , L ittled ean , and N ew n h am , and there 
are m an y sm aller villages w h ere bed  and breakfast can  be obtained.

A  n etw ork o f  good m ain  roads, sm aller byw ays w in d in g  up 
w ooded  vales, and footpaths traversing plantations and open 
gra zin g  grounds, m akes every corner o f the D ea n  Forest Park 
ava ila b le  to the w anderer.

Plate 3. Watering timber-hauling horses at Soudley Pond, near Dlakeney, Forest o f  Dean
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Plate 4. M oel Siabod and the Lledr Valley
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Plate 5. The Swallow Falls on the Llugwy, West o f  Betw sy Coed

S N O W D O N IA  F O R E S T  P A R K
T h e  S n o w d o n i a  F o r e s t  P a r k , established in  1937, em braces four 
forests am id  the foothills o f  Snow don, w h ich  a t 3,561 feet is the 
highest m oun tain  in  E n glan d  and W ales. T h e  Forest P ark  holds 
23,400 acres, and lies w ith in  the larger S n ow don ia  N atio n a l P ark.

G w yd yrs L led r, and M a ch n o  Forests rad iate  from  the v illa ge  o f 
B etw s y  C o e d ; their woods lie in four valleys and extend across the 
hills betw een  them . D ow n  the b road  va le  o f  the R iv e r  C o n w a y  they 
reach  north  to L lan rw st and  T refriw , form ing a  tapestry o f  living- 
green  alo n g the steep flanks o f  the w estern hills. U p  the v a lley  o f  the 
R iv e r  L lu g w y  th ey border the fam ous H o lyh ead  road (A .5) as far 
as G apel C u rig , and  fringe w ell-kn ow n  b ea u ty  spots— the M in e r ’s 
B ridge, the S w allow  Falls, and  those lovely  lakes, the L ly n a u  
M y m b yr, from  the shores o f  w h ich  the traveller gets his first dram atic  
v iew  o f  S n o w do n ’s sum m it. T h e  L led r V a lle y , w h ich  carries the road 
and  ra ilw a y  line up to D o lw yd d ela n  and across the hills to B laen au  
Ffestiniog, has a m ore ru gged  gorge, w ith  oak, pine and larch  
c lin gin g to the verges o f  crags above rushing torrents. F u rth er south,
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the M a ch n o  va lley , w h ich  leads to P enm achno, presents a kinder 
aspect o f  broad  fields rising to sw eeping expanses o f  sprucew oods.

B eddgelert Forest, aw ay  to the west, has its m ain  portion  beside 
the road from  the q u ain t old v illage  o f  B eddgelert north tow ards 
C aern arvo n . It  stands a t the very  foot o f  Snow don  close to the start 
o f  the ‘R h y d  D d u ’ and ‘B ed d gelert’ tracks to the sum m it, only three 
m iles aw ay. It  has therefore been chosen as the p la ce  for the cam p in g 
groun d, w h ich  is situated one m ile north-w est o f  B eddgelert, close to 
the C aern arvo n  R o ad . A b o v e  this, the plantations run up  the side 
o f  M o el H eb o g (2,566 feet), w here paths g ive access to view points 
com m an d in g the w hole Snow donian  range, and the sea-girt lo w 
lands o f A n glesey and the L le yn  Peninsula. T h e re  are sm aller, 
ou tly in g woods beside the w aters o f  L ly n  C w ellyn  to the north, and 
near L ly n  G w y n a n t on the picturesque road eastw ards to C ap el C u rig .

W ith in  the Snow donia  Forest P ark  a good deal o f  the better 
groun d has been retained as sm all farm s, w h ich  form  pleasant oases 
o f  green pastures am id the trees. T h e re  are m an y sm all lakes, each 
w ith  its characteristic  calm  w aterside scen es; and  an upper fringe o f 
gra zin g  grounds and heather moors leads on to the rocky sum m its o f 
the m ountains. A  m aze o f old tracks lead in g to rem ote farm s or to 
forgotten, aban d o n ed  lead m ines, w inds through this splendid 
wilderness o f  w oodlan d, m oor, and  m o u n ta in ; som e routes are 
suitable for the adventurous m otorist, b u t m ost w ill on ly  attract 
the w alker.

T h e  va riety  o f  trees that flourish am ong these uplands is w ell 
show n by the sam ple plots a lon g the forest road th a t begins w ith  a 
sharp left turn ju st after one crosses the P ont y  P air, or B ridge o f  the 
C au ld ron , in Betws y  C oed. H ere you  w ill find spruces and larches 
from  E urope, other spruces, S ilver firs, W estern  hem locks and 
D ouglas firs from  w estern N orth  A m erica, a larch  from  J a p a n , and 
a pine from  Corsica. A lders fringe the stream sides, w h ile  oaks and 
beeches p rovide delightful scenes at A rtist’s W oo d, close to the 
M in e r ’s B ridge on the south side o f the sam e va lley . A lso a lo n g  the 
h igh  road from  Betw s y  C oed  to C ap el C u rig  there is a fascin ating 
arb oretum , or rare tree collection, reached from  a car p ark  betw een  
S w allow  Falls and U g ly  H ouse B ridge.

T h ese Snow donia  woods g ive shelter to a rem arkab le ran ge o f 
an im al and bird  life. Birds o f  the trees include n ightjar, w ood cock , 
redstart, w oodpecker, several w arblers and  the pied flycatch er, 
w h ile  the d ipp er follows the stream sides. H igh er up, as the m oor
lands are n eared, you  m a y encounter curlew , rin g ou zel, raven  and 
b u zzard , and perhaps the rare chough or the p eregrin e falcon. 
T h o u g h  this P ark  holds no deer, the uplands aroun d it are ran ged  by 
w ild  goats th a t now  know  no m aster, and  also b y  h a rd y  h ill ponies.
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P olecats and  pine m artens h ave been seen in  the v a lley  w oods. 
Salm on , sea trou t and b row n  trout swim  up the m an y stream s and 
sm all lakes. F or the botanist there is a w ea lth  o f  habitats to exp lore—  
lakes, stream sides, and peat bogs, m eadow s and oakw oods, and 
ab o v e  them  the heath er m oors reach in g up  to cra g  and scree, the 
hom es o f  rare sub-alpin e plants like Dryas octopetala, Lloydia serotina, 
and  the W elsh p o ppy, Meconopsis cambrica.

Prehistoric peoples h ave left significan t relics in this region, such 
as the h ill forts o f  D inas E m rys n ear B ed d gelert and  D in as M a w r 
close to the C o n w a y  Falls. T h e  R o m an s d rove one o f  their great 
causew ays, S arn  Plelen, from  C aerh u n  on the C o n w a y  E stu ary  to 
T o m e n  y  M u r  n ear Ffestiniog, crossing the Park a t C a e r L lu g w y , 
n ear C ap el C u rig . D o lw yd d e la n  C astle w as a stron ghold  o f  L le w ely n  
the G r e a t ; G w ed ir  C astle n ear L la n rw st w as for lon g the h om e o f 
the W yn n e fam ily , and  the little  old churches a t L la n gelyn in  
L la n rh y ch w yn , and Betws y  C oed  h ave each  a surprisingly lon g 
history.

T h e re  are seven Y o u th  H ostels in  the P ark  or on its outskirts. 
T h e  m ain  hotel centres are Betw s y C oed , L lan rw st, T refriw , C ap el 
C u rig  and B eddgelert. A  ra ilw ay  g iv in g  gran d  scenic view s runs from  
L la n d u d n o  Ju n ction  (on the m ain  line) to Betws y  C o ed  and 
D o lw yd d ela n , and bus services reach  m ost parts o f  the Park.

Plate 6. Snowdon seen across Llyn Mymbyr from  Capel Curig



Plate 7. Camping ground at Kielder Forest in the Borders

T H E B O R D E R  F O R E S T  P A R K
T h e  B o r d e r  F o r e s t  P a r k  holds 145,000 acres o f  forest and fell 
a lo n g the historic borderlan d  o f S cotlan d  and E n glan d . N eigh b o u rin g 
w oodlands ow ned b y  the Forestry Com m ission, in clu d in g some 
w ith in  the N orth u m b erlan d  N atio n al P ark, b rin g  the total area  o f 
C om m ission properties in  this region  up to 182,000 acres, form ing 
the largest expanse o f forest in  the B ritish Isles. M o st o f  this Forest 
P ark  lies in N orth u m b erlan d , b u t it also extends into C u m b erlan d , 
R o xb u rg h sh ire  and D um friesshire. I t  includes three large Forest 
V illa ges, and  four sm aller new  settlem ents. T h e re  is a large and 
w ell-laid  ou t cam p in g groun d in  the N orth  T y n e  V a lle y , and an 
extensive n etw ork o f  forest roads and h ill tracks has been signposted 
to en courage the w alker.

T h e  h eart o f  the B order Forest P ark  is the N orth  T y n e  V a lle y , 
h o ld in g the tw o grea t forests o f  K ie ld e r  and W a rk ; it is usually 
approach ed  from  H exh am . B eyond the little  grey  stone tow n o f
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B ellin gham  the va lley  closes in, and the only road through it w inds 
through spruce woods, passing only an occasional farm stead, for 
tw enty m iles to the Scottish border. A t  L ew isburn , fifteen m iles 
from  B ellin gh am , the road passes the p rin cip al cam p in g ground, 
set on level groun d safely ab ove the flood level o f  the R iv e r  N orth  
T y n e , w h ich  runs beside it. T w o  m iles farther on, a by-road on the 
right leads to K ie ld e r  Forest V illa g e , b uilt to house the m en w ho 
tend the trees in this rem ote dale. T h e  m ain  road continues over into 
L iddesdale, on the Scottish side.

A n oth er aspect o f  this vast Forest Park is seen in R edesdale 
w here the m ain road (A .696 and A .68) from  N ew castle through 
O tterb u rn  and over the C arter  B ar to Jed b u rg h  and  H a w ick  (A .6088) 
runs for five m iles through the spruce woods o f  R edesd ale  Forest, 
and passes the new  forest v illage  called  Byrness. F rom  Bonchester 
B ridge, eight m iles south-east o f  H a w ick , a secondary road (B .6357), 
runs up the headw aters o f  the R u le  W ater, a trib u tary  o f  T e v io t 
and T w ee d , through the thrivin g plantations o f  W a u ch o p e Forest. 
C rossing the N ote o ’ the G a te  pass, it drops dow n into L iddesdale, 
past N ew castleton  Forest, to K ershopefoot, w hen ce a by-road  on 
the east runs through K ersh o p e Forest in C u m berlan d .

B etw een and beyond the few  m ain  roads th at g ive access to this 
far-spreading P ark, stand h igh  hill ranges that a ttract the keen 
ram bler, un afraid  o f  a lon g tram p. T h e  forest roads, open to all w ho 
com e on foot, lead to hill tracks linking the dales. N orthw ards from  
the L ew isb u rn  cam p site you m ay cross over into R edesdale, and 
perhaps go on into Scotlan d  over the R o m a n  R o ad  past C h ew  
G reen  Fort, h igh on a spur o f the C h ev io ts; or else take the old 
raiders’ route past the K ie ld e r  Stone to C arter  F ell and Bonchester 
B rid ge on the Scottish side. W estw ards you m ay follow  the B loody 
Bush road over into L iddesdale, w h ile  to the south tracks run across 
the C h ristian b u ry  C rags into C u m b erlan d . Peel Fell, w h ich  at 1,975 
feet is the highest point in  the P ark, stands righ t on the Border, 
seven m iles from  the cam p site, and gives w onderful view s across 
northern E n glan d  and southern Scotlan d — from  the N orth  Sea to 
the S o lw ay  Firth.

H istory is w rit large on the landscape o f  this Forest Park. H u t 
circles and hill forts o f  prehistoric m an  are frequent. H a d ria n ’s W a ll 
m arches across the country w ith in  sight o f the P ark, a few  m iles to 
the south, and there are a R o m a n  road and three encam pm ents—  
R ochester, C h ew  G reen , and O tterb u rn , on the P ark ’s north-eastern 
fringes. T h e  centuries o f  unrest or open w arfare betw een  Scotland 
and E n glan d  are perpetuated b y the ruins o f strong castles—  
H erm itage C astle in L iddesdale, B ew castle in C u m b erlan d , and 
D a lly  C astle in T y n e d a le . T h e  sm aller peel towers o f  the Border



farm ers— and B order raiders, are frequent, and som e o f  their old 
fortified farm steads are still occupied  today.

T h e  w ild  life o f  the^Park is th a t o f  the m oors and spruce woods. 
T h o u g h  the botanist w ill find no great rarities, he can  ran ge from  
stream sides over fields and fells to the p eat bogs o f  the sum m its. 
C h aracteristic  birds are the w h a u p  or curlew , and  the lap w in g, 
w h ile  gulls nest beside som e o f  the tarns. B oth red grouse and  b lack  
grouse m a y be found, and pheasants have colonised som e o f  the new 
plantations. R o e  deer have found a haven  in the yo u n g plantations, 
and a few  groups o f  w ild  goats ran ge the rem oter crags.

T w o  sim ilar kinds o f  tree, the N o rw a y  spruce and  the S itka 
spruce, a ccou n t for m ost o f  this P a rk ’s w o o d la n d s; Jap an ese larch  
and lodgepole pine are grow n  on a sm aller scale. T h e  spruces have 
p roved  th o rou gh ly  a t hom e on the p eaty  m oors, w h ich  are drained 
b y  hu ge ploughs prior to p lan tin g. T h e re  is n ow  a vast yearly  
grow th  o f  tim ber, w h ich  is harvested b y th in nin g each  p lan tatio n  
every  few  years, once it has reached  the age o f  tw en ty  years or so. 
T h is  tim ber is in  keen dem and for varied  u se s; m uch is cu t into pit 
props for coal m ines, som e is m an ufactured  into ch ip b oard  at 
factories in  A n n a n  and H exh am  and som e goes to pulp  w orks to 
em erge as p aper or as food cartons. V isitors w ill see the felling, 
trim m in g and transport operations w h ich  p u t the prod u ce o f  the 
B order’s sp reading m an tle  o f  green  forest to profitab le  use.

Plate 8. Border sprucewoods in snow



Plate g. Border Farmstead



Plate 10. Loch Doon and The Merrick



Plate i i .  Loch Trool— the westward view

GLEN T R O O L  F O R E S T  P A R K
S i t u a t e d  i n  the h eart o f  G a llo w a y , S co tlan d ’s south-w estern 
province, this Forest P ark  holds the best o f  th a t region ’s m agn ificen t 
scenery o f  crag, fell, torrent, and  loch. Its cen tral feature is lo ve ly  
L o ch  T ro o l, w h ich  w inds th rough  hills recallin g  the H ig h lan d s; 
w h ile  its d om in atin g sum m it, T h e  M errick , 2,764 feet, is fam ous as 
the highest point in  the south o f  Scotlan d. L y in g  w ith in  the counties 
o f  A y r  and K irk cu d b rig h t, this P ark  is o f  grea t extent, h o ld in g no 
less than  150,000 acres in one continuous expanse. Its com ponen t 
forests are G len  T r o o l;  G a rrick ; G h a n g u e; S ta rr ; T a ir la w ; 
K ir ro u g h tr e e ; D u n d e u g h ; T h e  G a rra r ie s ; B enn an  (form erly C airn  
E d w a r d ) ; and C latterin gshaw s to the w est thereof.

N ew to n  S tew art, a  p leasant m arket tow n, is the on ly  considerable 
p la ce  on the P a rk ’s fr in g e s; it  lies on the h igh  road  and bus route 
from  D um fries to Stran raer. F rom  N ew to n  S tew a rt the m ain  road 
(A . 714) to G irv a n , w ith  a bus service, runs through B argren n an , 
w h ere a tu rn in g to the righ t brings one to G len  trool Forest V illa g e , 
F arth er on, an other turnin g to the r ig h t leads b oth  to the cam p site
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a t G aldons (dow n a  further right-han d turnin g signposted ‘ C aldons 
C a m p in g  and C a ra v a n  S ite ’), and to the shores o f  L o ch  T ro o l. 
T h is  road ends a t a view -p oin t w here an im pressive m em orial stone 
records the victory  o f  R o b e rt the B ruce over the E nglish in  the 
B attle  o f  G len  T ro o l ( a .d . 1307). Beside the cam p site, a  hum bler 
stone com m em orates six Covenanters, w h o w ere surprised at 
p ra yer and  m artyred  for their faith  in 1685.

A ll  aroun d stand the great hills, w ith  rom an tic nam es derived  
from  the G a elic  or N orse tongues n ow  van ished from  the G a llo w a y  
scene. B en yellary, M u llw h a rch a r, and  the R ig  o ’ the Jarkness are 
exam ples. T h e  hill w alker w ho takes one o f  the tracks to the open 
braes ab ove the plantations can clim b T h e  M errick , visit rem ote 
L o ch  E n och  w ith  its lochan  on an islet, or cross the wastes to the 
h eadw aters o f an y o f  six fam ous rivers— the Stinchar, the W a ter o f  
G irv a n , the D oon , the G a llo w a y  D ee, the W a ter  o f  Fleet, and the 
Gree. B u t he m ust go w ell prepared, for there are lon g m iles o f  ro ad 
less rock and p eat h ag in this loch-studded wilderness.

F or those w h o keep to the roads, there is a fine ru n  north  from  
G len tro ol villa ge  through the vast sprucew oods and over the hills 
to Straiton. A n  altern ative route, d iverg in g a t R o w an tree, leads 
over the N ick  o ’ the B alloch  pass tow ards B arr, and on to G irvan .

A n o th er fine stretch o f  the P ark  lies a lon g the m ain  road from  
N ew to n  S tew art to N ew  G a llo w a y . T h e  w a y  lies beside the larch- 
w oods b elow  the C rags o f  T a ln o try  to the G rey  M a re ’s T a il  w a ter
fall. T h e n c e  it traverses easier country, though still w ild  and rem ote, 
to the C latterin gshaw s R eservoir, w here a stone recalls another o f  
B ru ce ’s victories, the B attle  o f  R a p p lo ch  M oss (1307). C airn  
E d w ard , a gran d  sweep o f  tree-covered hillside, n ow  rises to the 
south, and  soon the road drops steeply to the little  tow nship o f  N ew  
G a llo w a y . H ere a righ t-h an d turn  leads past old K en m u re  C astle 
to a gran d  scenic route dow n the shores o f  L o ch  K e n , w ith  forests 
rising above, for five m iles to the form er N ew  G a llo w a y  station.

A lte rn a tive ly  a lon g run north-w est from  N ew  G a llo w a y , past 
D u n d eu gh  Forest and the im pressive reservoirs, dam s, and pow er 
stations o f  the G a llo w a y  H y d ro-E lectric  schem e, leads to another 
a p p roach  to the woods and moors. A  turning to the west, tw o m iles 
south o f  D alm ellin gton , leads to L o ch  D oon , beside w h ich  stands 
the an cien t keep once held b y  Joh n  B alliol, w ho contended w ith  
B ruce for the Scottish C row n.

Y e t  another aspect o f  this vast P ark  is seen a t K irro u g h tree  
N ursery, close to P aln u re on the estuary o f the R iv e r  C ree, south
east o f  N ew to n  S tew art. H ere the m illions o f yo u n g trees needed, 
each  year, for p lan tin g w ith in  the P ark  and a t n eigh b ou rin g forests, 
are raised in trim  seedbeds and transplant lines.
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T h e  p rin cip al trees planted  at G len  T ro o l are the N o rw a y  and 
S itka  spruces, w ell suited to p eaty  grasslands, w h ile  Jap an ese larch , 
D ou glas fir, and Scots and  L o d gep o le  pines add their d iffering hues 
to the scene, on groun d o f  v a ry in g  ch aracter. O n  som e sections o f 
the forests the visitor w ill see the w ork  o f  p rep arin g the lan d  b y 
p lough in g, drainin g, and fen cin g, and the p lan tin g  o f  the yo u n g 
trees still in full sw ing. E lsew here he w ill traverse m iles o f  th rivin g 
you n g crops p lan ted  a few  years ago, or see the ta lle r  w oods th at 
are n ow  b ein g thinned out to y ield  p it props and the ra w  m aterial 
for w allb oard .

F or the n aturalist there is w id e scope and  m uch va riety . T h e  
geologist w ill b e  im pressed b y  gran ite  outcrops and the ru gged  
g laciated  lan dscap e o f  the M e rrick  hinterlands. T h e  b otanist can 
find flow ers o f  w ood lan d  and m oorlan d, w h ile  the plants o f  the peat 
bogs are sp ecially  preserved in  a N atu re  R eserve a t the S ilver F low . 
A n im als in clu d e red deer and roe deer, and a few  herds o f  w ild  
goats. A b o v e  all, this P ark  is rich  in b ird  life, from  the gulls o f  the 
C ree  estuary, and the swans, geese, and ducks that visit the num erous 
lochs and rivers, to the w haups, grouse, and  b u zzard s o f the lon ely 
m oorlands. I t  is a gran d  p la ce  to w an der, w ith  a fresh delightfu l 
v ie w  aw aitin g  you  round every turn.

Plate 12. Loch Trool— view east from The Bruce’s Slone towards 
Carleywee H ill



Plate i j . Pony trekkers near Aberfoyle, Queen Elizabeth Forest Park

THE Q U E E N  E L IZ A B E T H  
F O R E S T  P A R K

Q u e e n  E l i z a b e t h  F o r e s t  P a r k , established in 1953 to honour 
H er M a jesty ’s C oron ation , consists o f  three ad join in g forests, 
R o w a rd en n a n , A c h ra y , and L o ch  A rd , set on the slopes o f  Ben 
L om on d and Ben V e n u e , on the rom an tic southern fringe o f  the 
H igh lan ds. I t  extends from  the shore o f L o ch  L om on d across the 
hills to the Trossachs, and touches on L o ch  K a tr in e  and L o ch  
A ch ra y . L y in g  p a rtly  in Perthshire and p artly  in Stirlingshire, it 
holds 28,000 acres o f  forest lan d  and 18,000 acres o f  m oor and 
m ountainside, m akin g 46,000 acres in all.

A b erfo yle , a little  tow nship on the headw aters o f  the Forth, is 
the usual centre for exp lorin g this Park. It  m ay be reached  from  
S tirlin g  b y  the m ain  road below  the forest-clad M en teith  H ills, or 
from  G lasgow  b y  w a y  o f  D ry m e n ; both  roads carry  bus services. 
W estw ards from  A b erfo yle  a secondary road (B.82g) w inds past
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L o ch  A rd  and on through the forest to L o ch  C h o n ; em erging on to 
m oorlands ab ove L o ch  K a tr in e  it passes L o ch  A rk le t and descends, 
a t In versn aid , to L o ch  L om on d. In  sum m er a tourist steam er links 
In versn aid  w ith  T a rb e t and B alloch.

N o rth  o f  A b erfoyle, the fam ous ‘D u k e ’s R o a d ’ w inds up  the hill 
called  C raigm ore, w here a shelter, called  the D a v id  M arsh all L od ge, 
has recently  been b u ilt b y  the C arn egie  T ru st so th a t all m ay  enjoy 
the m agn ificen t v iew  across the w oodlands tow ards the C am psie 
Fells. T h e n  the road drops dow n  to the Trossachs, and a turnin g to 
the left leads to the pier on L o ch  K a tr in e ; the righ t-h an d road 
passes further plantations and skirts the shores o f  L o ch  A c h ra y  
and L o ch  V e n a c h a r  on its w a y  to C allan d er.

T h e  cam p in g ground on L o ch  Lom ondside can  on ly be reached  
b y road  th rou gh  the v illage  o f B alm ah a, w h ich  is served b y  buses 
from  G lasgow . T h e  road to the cam p follows the picturesque eastern 
shore o f  the loch to R o w ard en n an , for three m iles from  the bus 
term inus. A n o th er cam p site is at C ob le lan d , i j  m iles south o f 
A b erfo y le  on the m ain  G lasgow  road (bus ro u te).

T h re e  groups o f  m ountains dom inate this Forest P ark ’s rugged 
scenery. B en L om on d, 3,192 feet, com m ands both  the shores o f  L o ch  
L om on d  and  the headw aters o f  the Forth  around A b e r fo y le ; it is 
u sually  clim b ed  from  R o w ard en n an , b y  a w ell m arked and  popular 
path . Ben V en u e, 2,393 feet> situated betw een A b erfo yle  and the 
Trossachs, is seen at its best across the still w aters o f  L o ch  A c h ra y , as 
one approaches from  C a lla n d e r ; it is also prom in ently  in  v iew  from  
the steam er th at plies on L o ch  K a trin e. T h e  M en teith  H ills, betw een  
A b erfo y le  and C allan d er, rise steeply ab ove the levels o f  F landers 
M oss, and m a y be crossed b y  a grand  h ill w alk.

T h e  sum m its o f  these ranges are too h igh  for tree plantin g, b u t 
a  m arvellous m antle o f  you n g woods now  enfolds their low er slopes. 
Because o f  frequent changes in the character o f  the groun d, the 
kinds o f  trees used h ave been varied  at frequent intervals. T h e  rich  
greens o f  the spruces contrast w ith  the darker blue-greens o f the 
pines, w h ile  the Jap an ese larches appear b rig h t green in spring but 
russet red in autum n  after their leaves fall. T h o u g h  p lan tin g b egan  
as recen tly  as 1930, the L o ch  A rd  woods are a lread y  very  pro
d u ctive, sending pit props to Scottish coalfields and pulp w ood  to 
p aper m ills. T h e  tw o forests provide m uch local em ploym ent, and 
houses h ave been b uilt specially  for forest w orkers a t B raeval and 
K in lo ch a rd , both  near A b erfoyle, and also n ear R o w ard en n an .

T h e  p la n t life o f  the Q u een  E lizab eth  Forest P ark  is surprisingly 
varied . It  includes w ater lilies and other a q u a tic  plants in the lochs 
and  stream s, low lan d  flowers in the m eadow s and oakw oods, heather 
and m oorlan d grasses and the sub-alpine rarities o f  the hilltops. T h e
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anim als include b oth  red and roe deer, a few  w ild  goats, fox, otter 
and b ad ger, and the u n w elcom e alien grey  squirrel. Birds o f  w a ter
side and m oorlan d  thickets m eet here in an  un usual a sso ciatio n ; 
L o ch  L om on d  is the h au n t both  o f  b lack-h ead ed  gulls, and  o f  the 
cap ercailzie , a  large grouse-like bird  th at nests on the islands. T h e  
lochs abou nd w ith  fish, in clu d in g the rare p ow an  (Coregonus 
clupeoides) found only in L o ch  L om on d  and  L o ch  E ck  n earb y.

Sir W a lter  Scott, w h o knew  this countryside w ell, m ade it the 
scene o f  his fam ous rom an tic poem  The Lady o f  the Lake and also o f 
his w ell-kn ow n  historical n ovel Rob Roy. T h is  is the lan d o f  the M a c 
G rego r outlaw s, w h o lived  p artly  b y  raid in g  the richer low lan ds to 
the south, and p a rtly  b y  serving as irregu lar soldiers in one or 
another o f  the p o litica l affrays o f  the eighteenth  cen tury. T h e ir  
pow er w as such th at the G overn m en t established a garrison  in  the 
b arracks a t In versn aid , to m ain tain  law  and o r d e r ; b u t R o b  and his 
form idab le w ife H elen  survived m an y affrays and n ow  sleep 
peacefu lly  in the ch u rch yard  o f  B alq u h idd er, b elow  tom bstones 
b earin g their clan  badges, a Scots pin e torn up  b y  the roots, and a 
crow n  pierced  b y a sword.

Plate 14. Loch Lomond and Rowardennan Forest, with snow-capped 
Ben Lomond' beyond. Qiieen Elizabeth Forest Park



Plate 75. Sunlight, in the Trossachs
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Plate iy . Coasting steamer approaching Arrochar, beside The Cobbler and the 
Camp Site at the head o f  Loch Long, Argyll

A R G Y L L  F O R E S T  P A R K
T h e  A r g y l l  F o r e s t  P a r k  lies on the C o w a l Peninsula, betw een  
L o ch  L o n g  and L och  Fyne. T h o u g h  it is close to the industrial 
zon e a lo n g the F irth  o f C lyd e, it is a region altogether d ifferen t 
in  ch aracter and scenery. H ere ru gged  bens, their foothills clad 
in  green w oods o f  spruce and pine, soar from  the shores o f  sea 
lochs to heights ab ove 3,000 feet. Its low er levels carry  a few  good 
roads and several fascin ating fo o tp a th s; its sum m its a ttract the 
rock  clim ber.

T h is  P ark  is o f  great extent, hold ing 66,000 acres o f the six forests 
o f  A rd g a rta n , G len bran ter, L o ch  E ck, G len finart, Benm ore, and 
L o ch  G o il; it m easures eighteen m iles from  north to south. I t  is so 
broken up b y  peaks and lochs that it can  on ly be approach ed  b y 
one o f  tw o ro u te s ; these are linked b y  a good road, b u t not b y  an y 
through p u b lic  transport service.

T h e  northern approach to the P ark from  G lasgow  follows the
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shores o f  the C ly d e  through H elensburgh, and  on up the G a re  L o ch  
to L o ch  L on g. A t  W histlefield, the plantations o f A rd g o il and  
A rd g a rta n  com e p la in ly  into view  across L o ch  L on g, and at A rro ch a r 
the road  w inds round the head o f  th at loch  to enter the P ark. T w o  
m iles farth er on, a t A rd ga rtan , is the m ain  cam p in g site, w ell-p laced  
on a prom on tory ju ttin g  out into the salt w ater. A b o v e  it rise the 
w ell-kn ow n  clim b in g grounds o f  the C o b b ler  (2,891 feet) and  the 
even high er n eighb ourin g peaks o f  B einn N arn ain  (3,036 feet) and 
B einn Im e (3,318 feet). N o t far aw ay  stand the C am p in g  C lu b ’s 
A rd g a rta n  site, and  the A rd ga rtan  Y o u th  Hostel.

B eyond A rd g a rta n  the m ain  road clim bs the fam ous R est-an d- 
b e-T h a n k fu l pass, from  the sum m it o f  w h ich  a by-road  runs dow n 
to L och goilh ead  and the peaceful, w ooded  shores o f  L o ch  G oil. 
T h e  m ain  road continues dow n hill to C airn d o w  n ear the head o f 
L o ch  F yn e, w h ere one can  bear righ t for the old tow n  o f  In veraray , 
stronghold  o f  the D ukes o f  A rgy ll. A  left-hand fork a m ile before 
C airn d o w  leads to Strach ur and the southern portion  o f  the Park, 
described below .

T h e  southern approach to the P ark  is b y  the ferry service from  
G o u ro ck  across the F irth  o f C lyd e  to D un oon , a  w ell-kn ow n  seaside 
re so rt; certain  steam ers ferry cars as w ell as people. F rom  D unoon  
the m ain  road to S trach u r and In ve ra ra y  follows the shore o f  the 
H o ly  L o ch  and gives a gran d  v ie w  o f plantations on the further side. 
A t  B enm ore there are several attractions for v is ito rs: the delightful 
Y o u n g e r  B otanic G ardens, run b y  the Y o u n g e r  (Benm ore) T ru st, 
are open to visitors a t a sm all fee, and h ave a tea-room . C lose b y  
there is a p u b lic  p a th  up a deep cleft in  the hills, know n  as P u ck ’s 
G len , w h ich  follows a w aterfall past rocks em bow ered in mosses and 
film y ferns to a v iew p oin t w ith  a shelter hut. O n  the east side o f  the 
H o ly  L o ch , close to K ilm u n  C h u rch , the K ilm u n  Forest G ard en , 
h o ld in g plots o f  m an y un usual trees, is open to the pub lic, w ith  a 
good car park  and a printed  gu id e availab le .

A  m ile b eyon d  B enm ore the road strikes the shores o f  lovely  
L o ch  E ck, w h ich  it  follows betw een  m oun tain  and forest for seven 
m iles. A t  W histlefield , four m iles up the shore, a side l'oad on the east 
w inds up a pass to descend th rough  the w oods o f  G len  F in art Forest 
to A rd en tin n y , a sylvan  ham let on the shores o f  L o ch  L o n g ; and 
this w a y  provides a scenic return  route, v ia  S trone P oint, to D unoon. 
A  forest nursery m a y  b e seen beside the m ain road n ear A rd en tin n y.

I f  yo u  hold to the m ain  road y o u  w ill reach , beyond L o ch  Eck, 
the v illa ge  o f  G len  B ranter, w h ere p icturesque tim ber houses have 
been b u ilt for forest workers. N ea rb y, a t S trach ur, is the C o w a l-A ri 
saw m ill, a  m odern  p la n t o f  Sw edish design w h ich  converts the logs 
from  forest thinnings into saw n and seasoned planks for industry and
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the b u ild in g trade. A  little  farther on the road  em erges from  the hills 
to w ind  n orth-east a lon g the shores o f L o ch  F yn e, tow ards In ve ra ra y  
or A rro ch ar.

Sprucew oods, seashores, and rugged  h ill ranges are the p revailin g  
features o f this fascin ating P ark, yet w ith in  its bounds yo u  can 
encounter a richer va riety  o f  p la n t and  an im al life than  an yw h ere 
else in the kingdom . F rom  the palm s and eucalyp tu s trees o f  
B enm ore you  can  ran ge to the sum m its o f  B einn Im e, w h ere only 
h a rd y  alpines like the p u rple saxifrage and the rare moss cam pion  
can  survive. U p  am id the crags you  m ay en counter w ild  cat, p o lecat, 
peregrine falcon  or golden  eagle, w h ile  the shorelines are visited b y  
gannets, divers, and rare w a d in g  birds. T h o u g h  this P ark  holds few  
n otew o rth y relics o f  the past, it is fam ous in  G a elic  song and poetry 
as the h au n t o f  D eirdre and N aoise, rom an tic  royal lovers o f  a 
half-legen d ary  p a st; and in history as a stronghold o f the great 
C la n  C am p b e ll w hose leaders, the D ukes o f  A rg y ll, so often p layed  
a lead in g p a rt in m o u ld in g S co tla n d ’s destiny.

T h e  A rd g a rta n  cam p site is four m iles from  A rro ch a r  and T a rb e t 
station on the W est H ig h lan d  L in e  o f British R a ilw ay s, and d irectly  
beside the long-distance bus route from  G lasgow  to C am p b elto w n . 
L o ca l bus services from  D unoon  run to B enm ore, K ilm u n , and 
A rd en tin n y. Steam ers from  G o u ro ck  call at D u n oon  and  B lairm ore. 
T h e re  are Y o u th  H ostels at A rd g a rta n  and at Strone Point.

Plate 18. Stately Scots pines beside Loch Eck, north o f  Dunoon, Argyll



Plate ig. Rugged Caledonian pines fringe Loch MorlicK s sandy beach, below 
the snow-wreathed Cairngorm, Glen Adore

GLEN MORE, C A I R N G O R M S
T h e  G l e n  M o r e  F o r e s t  P a r k , opened in 1948, holds 3,400 acres 
o f  p in e and spruce w oods, and 9,100 acres o f  m ountainside, on 
the north-w estern slopes o f  the high C airn gorm  M ountains o f 
Inverness-shire. A t  its h eart lies L o ch  M o rlich , a b eautifu l expanse 
o f  clear fresh w ater, w hose sandy beaches are fringed w ith  ga u n t old 
C aled o n ia n  pines. A ll  around rise the crags and rounded sum m its o f  
the bens, w h ich  reach  4,084 feet above sea level on the sum m it o f 
C airn g o rm  itself. A t  these heights the w inters are severe, and from  
D ecem b er to Easter the P ark  attracts w inter sports enthusiasts, 
skiers and  skaters, rath er than the ram blers, swim m ers and d in gh y 
sailers w h o frequen t it in sum m er.

G len  M o re  is usually  approached from  A viem ore, a rail and 
road ju n c tio n  on the m ain  routes from  P erth  to Inverness and the 
N orth , T h e n c e  the road, w ell signposted, runs east to C oylu m b ridge, 
to w ind  through the pines and heather o f  the great R o thiem urchus
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Forest to L o ch  M o rlich , 1,000 feet above sea level. A lte r  skirting 
the shores o f  the loch, the road reaches a broad hollow  o f open 
groun d, on or around w h ich  are situated the p ub lic camping- 
groun d, L o ch  M o rlich  Y o u th  H ostel, a  shop and a telephone box, 
and the Forester’s office. T h e  b ath in g b each is n earb y, and there are 
facilities for sailing light craft on the loch.

B eyond the cam p site the road forks, the left hand b ran ch  con
tin uing to G len  M o re L od ge, the n ew ly-b u ilt and w ell-equipped  
residential centre o f  the Scottish C ou n cil for Physical R e c r e a tio n ; it 
continues, as a track for w alkers only, over the Pass o f  R yvo an  
tow ards A b ern eth y. T h e  right hand fork, called  the ‘ Ski R o a d ’ 
clim bs the steep slopes o f the C airn gorm , rising 1 ,500 feet in 2 J m iles, 
to end at the foot o f  the new  chair lift. T h is  road reaches 2,500 feet 
ab ove sea level, and beyond it a  hill track clim bs steadily for another
2,000 feet to the C airn gorm  sum m it <i\ m iles farther on.

T h e  southern edge o f the P ark  is fringed w ith  h igh  ridges, around 
3,500 feet high , and steep corries. T h is is m oun tain eer’s country, 
w h ich  beckons the hardy hill w alker durin g the lon g fair days o f 
sum m er, b u t needs arctic  equipm en t w hen  the w inter b lizzards 
sweep in. N ob od y, how ever experienced, should venture over these 
hills w ith ou t leavin g a note outlin ing the route they intend to take. 
T h e  low er slopes, and the low  range o f  the K in ca rd in e  H ills on the 
north, provide less strenuous ram b lin g in sum m er and some 
excellen t ski runs in early  spring. T h e  pinew oods nearer the loch are 
threaded w ith  pleasant roads and paths.

R o thiem urchus Forest, w h ich  adjoins G len  M ore on the east, 
forms parts o f  the great C airngorm s N atu re R eserve o f  the N atu re 
C on servan cy, w h ich  reaches far up into the hills around Ben 
M a cd h u i (4,296 feet), the second highest peak in Britain.

G len  M o re  itself lies too far into the hills to hold an y rem arkable 
antiquities or h ave a n y  n otew orthy history. I t  has held pinew oods 
from  tim e im m em orial, a lthough there w ere h eavy fellings in the 
eighteenth  cen tury— w hen  the logs w ere floated dow n the S p ey—  
and again  in the tw o recent w orld  wars. T h e  forest w as once held by 
the G ran ts, b u t latterly  b ecam e a deer preserve o f the D ukes o f 
G ord on , from  w hom , in 1923, the Forestry Com m ission acq uired  it. 
T h e  d istrict’s m ost interesting relic o f  the past is L o ch  an Eilein  
C astle, b u ilt on a tin y islet in a pine-fringed loch, w h ich  can be 
reached b y  a six-m ile w alk  through the forests; it w as held suc
cessively b y  the M ackintoshes and the G ordons, and is now  ow ned 
by the G rants.

T h e  gran ite  rocks o f  G len  M o re attract both the rock clim ber and 
the geologist, and hold evidence o f the past activities o f  glaciers. 
L o ch  M o rlich  itself was scooped out by a great ice sheet and the



Plate 20. Looking across Loch Morlich to the Cairngorm ski slopes,
4,000 feel above sea level, Glen More Forest Park

rem ote loch an  o f  the C o ire  an  L o ch a n  is d am m ed  b y  a g la c ia l 
m orain e. T h e  upp er reaches o f the P ark  support an a lp in e vegetation  
in clu d in g moss cam p ion  and  creepin g rhododen dron  w h ile  w ith in  
reach  o f  the o rd in ary  visitor there is a w ea lth  o f  m oorlan d plan ts—  
b la eb erry , cow berry, and cran b erry , w ith  thickets o f  b irch  and 
ju n ip er frin gin g the gran d  old pines o f  the n ative  C aled o n ia n  forests.

R e d  deer roam  the hills, roe deer h au n t the thickets, and  the 
P ark  is the hom e o f a rem ark ab le  exp erim ent in the re-in troduction  
o f reindeer— in the form  o f  a  dom esticated  herd, to Scotlan d. 
M o u n ta in  hares, w h ich  turn  w h ite  in w inter to m atch  the snows, 
are an other unusual feature. T h e  birds in clu d e som e n otable  
rarities, such as the crested tit o f  the pinew oods, and the snow 
b u n tin g  and dotterel w h ich  som etim es nest on the sum m its. T h e  
characteristic  gam e bird  o f  the tops is the p tarm igan , w h ile  b la ck  
and  red grouse, and also cap ercailzie , m a y  be en countered low er 
dow n. T h e  crossbill frequents the pinew oods to extra ct the seed 
from  the cones.
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R o ad s and paths through the plantations are open to the w alker, 
w h o can  see progressing the w ork o f p lantin g, tending, and th in nin g 
out the yo u n g trees.

In  w inter the upp er slopes becom e a skier’s paradise, w ith  car 
parks, a restaurant, a chair-lift and ski-tours a ll w ell organised.

Plate 21. Cairngorm scene: crag, loch, pinewood, capercailzie and roe deer
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Plate 22. Fallow deer, New Forest



Plate 23. Ponies at Bolton’s Bench, Iyndhmsl

THE NEW F O R E S T
M o s t  f a m o u s  o f  the R o y a l Forests o f  the N orm an  kings, the N ew  
Forest w as established b y W illiam  the C on qu eror in a .d . 1087 and 
then occupied  m ost o f  south-west H am pshire, from  the R iv e r  A v o n  
at C hristch u rch  to the R iv er T est and Southam pton  W ater. D espite 
the changes o f  the centuries, 92,365 acres still lie w ithin  the legal 
b o u n d a ry  o f  the Forest, and 67,000 acres (or rou gh ly  105 square 
m iles), are controlled  b y  the Forestry Com m ission. A lth o u gh  the 
N ew  Forest is not a Forest Park, b ein g adm inistered under special 
A cts o f  P arliam en t w h ich  define the rights o f  the Com m oners and 
the powers o f  the ancien t V erderers C ourt, it has been included 
here because it provides am ple scope for the visitor to enjoy an open 
countryside rich  in scenic attractions and w ild  life.

R o u g h ly  two-fifths o f the C ro w n  land is w ooded, the other 
three-fifths bein g open heath  and grassland, grazed  by the herds o f  
cattle  and ponies ow ned by the C om m oners whose sm all farm s lie 
eith er w ith in  the Forest or on its verges. T h e  land rises from  sea

39





level near L ym in gto n  through broad p lateau x  to a height, on 
Longcross P lain , o f  4 14  feet; there are no steep hills, but the low  
heights com m an d broad  view s across expanses o f  heather or treetops, 
w ith  distant glim pses o f  the D orset hills and  the Isle o f  W igh t. I t  is 
a countryside devoid  o f  rock, w here sm all rivers w ind  over beds o f 
gravel, c lay , or sand, their banks fringed w ith  reeds and alders.

T w o  kinds o f  w ood lan d , each m anaged  on a different p lan, are 
pleasan tly  interw oven  in the N ew  Forest scene. O ld  n atural woods 
o f  oak, b eech , b irch , yew  and h olly  survive in m an y places, and are 
b ein g renew ed b y  n atural regeneration, or, w here th at is not 
possible, b y  rep lan tin g in sm all groups. P lantations designed for 
tim ber production  have been m ade, felled, and replanted , since 
T u d o r  times, and now  include every tree im portan t in  British 
forestry, as w ell as exam ples o f  several m ethods o f m anagem ent. 
H ere you  m ay find oakw oods 150 years old and D ouglas firs 145 feet 
tall, or roam  through great pinew oods renew ed b y the process o f  
n atural seeding. A  n otable collection  o f  n am ed specim en trees, 
in clu d in g  m an y rarities, can be found along the O rn a m en tal D rive, 
w h ich  runs south from  the L yn d h u rst— B ourn em outh road 2 J m iles 
ou t o f  L yn d h u rst. D ire ctly  opposite this, another forest road, also 
open to cars, runs north past the great K n ig h tw o o d  O a k , w h ich  is 
tw enty-three feet round and the stoutest tree in the forest, to the 
N atu re  C on serva n cy ’s reserve a t M a rk  A sh  W oo d, and on to 
the B olderw ood A rb oretu m , another collection  o f  rare trees.

T h e  p revailin g  plants o f  the N ew  Forest are those o f  the 
heaths— not on ly  the heather tribe b u t d w a rf gorse and p etty  w hin  
(Genista anglica) w ith  here and there the beautifu l deep b lu e m arsh 
gen tian  (Gentiana pneumonanthe) ; here too grow s the rare n ative 
gladiolus (Gladiolus illyricus). In  the shallow  valleys the p eat bogs and 
stream sides hold their characteristic flora, in clu d in g the sweet- 
scented b o g  m yrtle , sphagnum  mosses, rushes, reeds, and the 
d elicate  b og p im pernel. T h e  deep woods have again  their peculiar 
grou p  o f  plants, such as b u tch er’s broom , w h ortleb erry  and 
en ch an ter’s nightshade.

T o  the visitor the characteristic  feature o f  the forest is its herds o f 
‘w ild ’ ponies w h ich , though actu ally  the prop erty o f  the C o m 
m oners, feed and breed un ten ded on the unfenced land. M ost o f them  
are w ary, b u t a few  have becom e so tam e that the feeding o f them  
a lo n g the m ain  roads has had to be m ade illegal, because o f  the risks 
to traffic. C a ttle  also roam  the heaths, w h ile  in autum n  yo u n g pigs 
search the w oods for acorns. T r u ly  w ild  beasts include four species 
o f  deer— red, roe, fallow , and Jap an ese Sika, and also fox, b adger, 
and otter. A ll  the com m on w ood and garden  birds o f  southern
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E n glan d  can  be fo u n d ; b u zzard , heron, bu tch er b ird , and the 
D artfo rd  w arb ler are un usual ones o f  special interest.

O n  the hilltops, round burrow s or tum uli stand as relics o f  a 
rem ote past, b u t the Forest itself, h a vin g  been retained  for so lon g as

M in stead  and B rockenhurst possess interesting old parish churches, 
and  the Q u e e n ’s H ouse in  L yn d h u rst, w h ich  holds b oth  the 
V erderers H a ll and  the O ffices o f  the D ep u ty  S u rveyor, is a good 
exam ple o f  a rch itectu re from  the days o f  C h arles II . B eaulieu  
A b b e y , b u ilt b y  C istercian  m onks from  N o rm an d y a b o u t a .d . 1205, 
b u t now  large ly  in ruins, is the Forest’s finest m ed iaeval b u ild in g.

T h e  N ew  Forest is excep tion ally  accessible. T h re e  m ain  roads 
run across it— one from  S ou th am p ton  through L yn d h u rst to 
B ourn em outh  (A .35) another from  W in ch ester th rough  C a d n am  
to R in gw o o d  and the w est (A .3 1), and  a third  from  C a d n a m  th rough  
L yn d h u rst and  B rockenhurst to L ym in gto n  (A .337). T h ese  are 
linked b y  several secon dary roads, and the w h ole  d istrict is served 
b y  buses (H ants and D orset) from  S ou th am p ton , B ourn em outh, and 
L ym in gto n . T h e re  are several stations on the m ain  ra ilw a y  line from  
L o n d o n  to B ourn em outh, and m ost expresses stop a t B rockenhurst. 
D espite this ease o f  ap p roach , it is easy to w an d er into q uiet roadless 
w astes, and even to get lost in the rem oter reaches o f  the Forest.

T h e re  is a m ain  cam p site a t H olm sley in the south-w est, and 
perm its are also issued for sm all parties to cam p at sites w h ich  the 
cam pers m ay, w ith in  certain  lim its, select them selves. T h e  curren t 
charges are 3s. per flight (18s. per w eek) for a tent, and 7s. 6d. per 
n ig h t (45s. per w eek) for a car and  tent or carava n . A p p lica tio n  
should be m ade, w ell in  a d va n ce  o f  the inten ded  stay, to the 
D ep u ty  Su rveyor o f  the N ew  Forest, T h e  Q u e e n ’s H ouse, H ig h  
Street, L yn d h u rst, H ants. T h e  cam p in g season is from  m id -M a rch  
to m id -O cto b er, only.

a  h u n tin g groun d, holds few  n otable old build ings. T h e  villages o f
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A R B O R E T A  AND F O R E S T  P L O T S
I n  a d d i t i o n  to the arb oreta , or collections o f  specim en trees, w ith in  
the Forest Parks, the Forestry Com m ission adm inisters three n otable 
collections o f forest trees w h ich  are open to the pub lic.

B e d g e b u r y , K e n t

T h e  N atio n a l P in etum  at B edgebury, b u ilt up w ith  the in valu ab le  
help o f the R o y a l B otanic G ardens, K e w , w as established in  1924. 
I t  is situated  tw o m iles north  o f the m ain  L on d on — H astings 
R o a d  (A .2 1), n ear the villa ge  o f  F lim w ell, some fifteen m iles 
b eyon d  T o n b rid ge . A t  F lim w ell Farm , a road turning northw ards 
(B.Q079) brings one to the car park. F or 1970 p arkin g fees a re : 
C ars, 4 s .; m otor cycles, 2 s .; pedal cycles, 6 d . ; coaches, q o s . T h e  
bus service (M aidston e and  D istrict N o. 80) from  T u n b rid g e  
W ells (nearest useful station) to H aw khurst passes F lim w ell F a rm ; 
there is a Y o u th  H ostel (G oudhurst) n earb y, and hotel accom 
m od ation  at G oudhurst, C ran b rook  and H aw khurst, each  a few  
m iles distant.

T h e  P in etum , w h ich  is open free o f  ch arge durin g d ayligh t 
hours, consists o f  sixty-four acres o f  u n du latin g  lan d, studded w ith  
specim en trees o f  conifers representing all the genera and m ost o f 
the species and  varieties h a rd y  in the tem perate zone. T h e re  are 
m a n y  pleasant paths am id them , and an ornam ental lake surrounded 
b y  rh o d o d en d ro n s; w h ile  tall b road leaved  trees add their shelter.

A d ja ce n t to the P in etum , a series o f  110 Forest Plots, m ain tained 
b y  the Forestry Com m ission R esearch  B ran ch  on an area o f forty 
acres, is also open to visitors. T h is  is a trial groun d for b ro a d 
leaved  and coniferous trees o f  m an y species, som e o f  them  being 
rarely  cu ltivated  in  British w oodlands.

W e s t o n b i r t , G l o u c e s t e r s h i r e

W eston b irt A rb o retu m , founded b y  R o b ert S tayn er H olford in 
1829, has been in the care o f  the Forestry C om m ission since 1956. 
It  covers 116  acres and is situated three m iles south-w est o fT e tb u r y , 
on the A .433 road to B ath , -j- m ile past the H are and H ounds H otel. 
Bus services (Bristol O m n ib u s C o .), w h ich  pass close b y  are N o. 32, 
B ristol— C irencester, and N o. 470, G loucester— M a lm e sb u ry ; the 
nearest station is a t T e tb u ry . T h e  A rb o retu m  is open to the pu b lic  
free o f  ch arge all the year round from  10 a.m . until 8 p.m . (or dusk,
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i f  earlier). C u rren t (1969) charges for p arkin g vehicles are : C ars 2 s .; 
m otor cycles, is .;  ped al cycles, 3 d .; and coaches, 10s.

T h is  arb oretu m  holds a u n iq u e collection  o f  b road leaved  and 
coniferous trees from  every cou n try  in the tem perate regions. T h e re  
is also a great va riety  o f  shrubs w ith  orn am en tal flowers, fruits, and 
fo lia g e ; the m assed p lantations o f  rhododendrons include rare 
species and hybrids, and the display o f autum n  colou rin g on the 
m aples is one o f the finest in the country.

C r a r a e , A r g y l l

T h e  a ttractive  forest garden  at C ra ra e, A rg y ll, w h ich  w as gifted  to 
the Forestry Com m ission in 1955 b y  Sir G eo rge C a m p b e ll o f  
Su ccoth , B art., is open to the p u b lic  durin g d a ylig h t hours th ro u g h 
ou t the year. I t  is situated  a lon g both  banks o f  the C ra ra e  B urn, and 
access to it is obtained  beside (or through) the gardens o f  C ra ra e  
H ouse, one m ile north  o f  M in a rd  on the m ain  road (A .83) a lon g the 
shore o f  L o ch  F yn e from  In ve ra ra y  (12 m iles distant) to L o c h 
gilp h ead . C o ve rin g  th irty-three acres, the garden  com prises a 
collection  o f  107 plots o f  conifers, p rin cip a lly  spruces, firs and 
hem locks, and specim en trees o f  m an y rare or unusual species, both  
coniferous and  b road leaved , p lanted  since 1933. T h e  G lasgo w —  
C am p b elto w n  bus passes C rarae.

CA M P IN G
P u b l i c  c a m p i n g  g r o u n d s  h ave been opened a t a ll the Forest 
Parks, and in general all cam p in g is restricted to these sites. T h e y  
are provided  w ith  good access roads and hard  standings for cars 
or caravans, piped w ater supplies, and  ad eq u a te  covered  w ashin g 
room s and san itary facilities. T h e re  is also a large shelter h u t for 
w et w eather. M ost cam ps h ave a sm all shop, either on the site 
or n earb y, and travellin g  shop vans also call a t m an y o f  th e m ; 
b u t no cam p in g  eq uipm en t is a va ila b le  for hire. T h e  cam ps are 
n orm ally  open from  A p ril 1st (or E aster i f  earlier) until A u tu m n , 
u sually  to Sep tem ber 30th, and w h ile  there is no fixed len gth  o f 
stay, th ey are inten ded for the o rd in ary  h o lid a y  visitor. R esid en tial 
‘ca m p in g ’ is n ot perm itted. T h e  G len  M o re site is open over the 
w hole year.

A  resident w ard en  has gen eral ch arge at each  cam p , and  on 
a rriva l a ll cam pers b ook in  (or confirm  previous booking) a t his 
office. A d v a n ce  b ookin g is not essential, b u t at b usy h o lid ay  times 
it is ad visable, as the cam ps are som etim es filled to cap acity . D etails 
o f  the exa ct situation  o f  each  cam p , addresses for b ookin g, etc. are 
g iven  in  the p a m p h let Forestry Commission Camp Sites, ob ta in a b le  free
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o f ch arge from  the Forestry Com m ission, 25 Savile  R o w , L ondon , 
W . i .

R ep resen tative  charges, w h ich  are o f  course subject to variation  
b oth  lo cally  and from  tim e to tim e, are m oderate, being curren tly

( 1969) :

(a) C a r  and T e n t or C a ra v a n , irrespective o f  num ber o f 
persons, 7s. 6d. per n igh t or 45s. per week.

(b) M o to r cycle  (solo or com bination) and tent, 5s. per n ight 
or 30s. per w eek.

(c) T e n t alone, 3s. per n ight or 18s. per week.

T h e  B order Forest P ark  has, in addition  to its m ain  site at 
L ew isb u rn , near K ie ld e r  V illa g e , a sm aller site at Ston ehaugh , five 
m iles w est o f  W a rk  village.

T h e  N ew  Forest has a cen tral cam p site and arrangem ents, 
outlin ed on page 42, can  also be m ade for in d ivid u al cam p in g there.

O rgan ised  cam ps for you th  organisations, at m oderate charges, 
can  usually  be arran ged  at the Forest Parks, provided  am ple notice 
is given . E nquiries should be directed  to the C on servator o f  Forests 
for the P ark  concerned (or to the D ep u ty  Surveyor o f  the N ew  
Forest).

Addresses for Reference are :

Forest o f  D e a n : Forestry Com m ission, ‘ C a m p in g ,’ C row n  O ffice, 
C oleford , Glos.

N ew  F orest: T h e  D ep u ty  Surveyor, T h e  Q u ee n ’s H ouse, H igh  
Street, L yn dh urst, H ants.

S n o w d o n ia : T h e  C on servator o f  Forests for N orth  W ales, V icto ria  
H ouse, V icto ria  T erra ce , A b erystw yth .

B order Forest P a r k : T h e  C on servator o f  Forests for N orth-E ast 
E n glan d , B riar H ouse, Fulford R o ad , Y o rk .

G len  T r o o l:  T h e  C on servator o f  Forests for South Scotland, 
G reyston e P ark, M o ffa t R o a d , Dum fries.

T h e  Q u ee n  E liza b eth  Forest Park and A rg y ll Forest P a r k : T h e  
C on servator o f  Forests for W est Scotlan d, 20 R en frew  Street, 
G lasgow , C .2.

G len  M o r e : T h e  C on servator o f  Forests for N orth  Scotlan d, 60 
C h u rch  Street, Inverness.



A C K N O W L E D G M E N T S
A r t  W o r k

T h e  cover p icture shows p o n y trekkers and ram blers in  G len  
M o re Forest P ark, from  a  p ain tin g  b y  C h arles T u n n ic liffe , r .a . 

P late  22, F allo w  deer, w h ich  is a  m on ochrom e rep rod u ction  o f  an 
o rigin al colour p icture, is also b y  M r. T u n n icliffe .

T h e  title page d ra w in g  shows the L o g  C a b in  refreshm ent h u t at 
S ym o n d ’s Y a t , D ea n  Forest P ark, and  is b y  M r. E. J . R ic e . P lates 
4, 9, and io  are from  en gravings on b oxw ood  b y  G eo rg e  M a ckley . 
P late 16 is a b lack-an d -w h ite  d raw in g b y  G . W . L . Paterson. P late  2 1 
is a scraperboard  p icture b y  C harles M c K e n n a , and P late  25, also 
scraperb oard , is b y  N orm an  W ilson. T e x t  m aps w ere d raw n  b y 
M a rc  S ale  and decorated  w ith  draw ings b y  G eo rge M a ck ley . 
E n d -p ap er m aps are the w ork  o f  C harles H o w arth .

P h o t o g r a p h s

T h e  Forestry C om m ission ’s p h otograp h ic  staff, led b y  I. A . 
A n derson , p rovided  Plates 1, 2, 7, 12, and  13.

P late 3 is from  K em sle y  P ictu re S e r v ic e ; P late  5 b y  H . D . K e i lo r ; 
P late 6 b y  L eo n ard  and M a rjo rie  G a y to n ; P late  8 b y  V ald em a rs 
B la n k e n b u rg s; P late 11 b y  K . M . A n d re w ; P late  14 b y  K . T a y lo r ;  
P late  15 b y  D a v id  In n es; P late 17 from  the Scottish T o u rist B o a rd ; 
P late 18 b y  Fred  G . S y k e s ; P late  19 b y  W . A .  P o u c h e r ; P late  20 b y  
W . S. T h o m so n ; P late  23 from  The Tim es; and P late  24 from  the 
C en tra l O ffice  o f  In form ation.

Plate 24. The Rufus Stone in Canterlon Glen, near Minstead, New Forest
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F O R E S T R Y  C O M M I S S I O N  G U I D E S

G u id e  Books to the Forest Parks, A rb o reta , and 
other places o f  forest interest are published b y 
H er M a jesty ’s Station ery  O ffice  at the prices set 
ou t below  (prices in brackets in clu d e postage). E ach  
includes illustrations and  a m ap. A ll are o b ta in ab le  
d irect from  H er M a jesty ’s Station ery  O ffice, 49 
H ig h  H o lb orn , L on d on , W .C . i ,  and 13a C astle 
Street, E d in b u rgh  2, or th rough  a n y  bookseller.

Forest Park Guides

A rg y ll (C ow al) 7s. (7s. 8d.)
D ean  Forest and W y e  V a lle y  6s. 6d. (7s. 4d.) 
S hort G u id e  to the D ea n  Forest and  W ye  

V a lle y  gd. (is . id .)
G len  M o re  (C airngorm s) 8s. 6d. (9s. 4d.)
G len  T ro o l (G a llo w a y ) 6s. (6s. 8d.)
Q u ee n  E liza b eth  Forest P ark  (Ben L om on d, L o ch  

A rd  and the Trossachs) ( Under revision) 
Sn ow don ia  6s. 6d. (7s. 2d.)
Sh ort G u id e  to Sn o w do n ia  6d. ( io d .)
T h e  B order (N orth u m berlan d , C u m b erla n d , R o x 

burghshire) ( Under revision)
S hort G u id e  to the Q u een  E liza b eth  Forest P ark  

is. (is . 4d.)

Guide Books

Sh ort G u id e  to B ed geb u ry  P in etu m  and  Forest 
Plots (K en t) gd. (is . id .)

C a m b ria n  Forests 5s. (5s. 8d.)
Forests o f  N orth -E ast Scotlan d  5s. (5s. 8d.) 
G lam o rg an  Forests 5s. (5s. 8d.)
N ew  Forest 5s. (5s. 8d.)
N orth  Y o rksh ire  Forests 7s. 6d. (8s. 4d.) 
W eston birt A rb o retu m , G los. gd. (is . id .)  
W eston birt in C o lo u r 2s. (2s. 4d.)
Forests o f  C en tra l and Southern  S co tlan d  12s. 6d. 

(13s. io d .)
K ilm u n  A rb o re tu m  (near D unoon) 2s. (2s. 4d.)

P rin ted  in Eng land  for H er M ajesty 's S tationery  O ffice by  E benezer Bavlis & Son L td ., 
T h e  T rin ity  Press, W orcester and  London

Del 153351 K  64
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Published  b y 
e r  M a j e s t y ' s  S t a t i o n e r y  O n -ic i- :  

T o  be purch ased  from
49 H ig h  H o lb o rn , L o n d o n , w .c . 1 
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