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T h e  R t H on G e o r g e  Y o u n g e r  m p , 
Secretary o f  State fo r  Scotland

The R t H on N ic h o la s  E d w a r d s  m p , 
Secretary o f  Sta te fo r  Wales

Gentlem en

In  pursuance o f Section 45 o f the Forestry A ct 1967, I  have the honour to  
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I am, Gentlemen,
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(Sgd) D A V ID  M O N TG O M ER Y  
Chairman
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The Forestry Commission’s Diamond Jubilee 
1919-1979

A Special Review

1. It is appropriate to  begin this Sixtieth A nnual R eport o f the Forestry Com 
mission with a  brief summary o f the changes, developments and achievements 
o f the years since 29 N ovem ber 1919 when the first Commissioners took  up 
their duties. The Com mission’s first th irty  years were reviewed in  detail in the 
1949 A nnual Report, so this review will concentrate in  the m ain on the period 
since then.

The Forest Revolution
2. The first th irty  years, although in terrupted by the Second W orld W ar, laid 
the foundations for one o f  the m ost dynam ic periods in the history o f British 
forestry. Since 1949 technological advances have revolutionised every aspect o f 
work in the forest, and transform ed a largely rural craft into a highly organised 
and efficient industrial opera tion ; over this period, the average planting rate for 
the industry as a whole has been m ore than  three times th a t achieved during the 
inter-w ar years and  tim ber production has m ore than  doubled. Foresters have 
changed their attitudes and  practices no less significantly and  dem onstrated an 
increasingly keen awareness o f the environm ental im portance o f the forest to 
both people and wildlife.

3. While the Commission has pioneered much o f the rapid expansion o f the 
national forest estate and  the developments and advances in  forestry practice 
during the last three decades, it has steadily reduced its payroll and  its depen
dence on Grant-in-A id. In September 1950 we employed a  to ta l o f  13,220 
people; by M arch 1980, the figure was 8,129. As the num bers employed fell, our 
forest area and  tim ber production rose, as illustrated in D iagram  1 opposite. 
Investm ent is continuing bu t is being increasingly covered by revenue from 
expanding tim ber sales, so th a t the difference between paym ents and  receipts 
made good by G rant-in-A id has reduced from  79 per cent o f to ta l expenditure 
in 1949-1950 to  47 per cent in the last financial year. D uring the past 10 years 
about a quarter o f the G rant-in-A id has been allocated to  the Com mission’s 
work as Forestry A uthority, which covers such items as grants and advice to 
private woodland owners, the adm inistration o f gran t schemes, felling licensing 
and plant health, and a proportion  o f our expenditure on research and develop
ment.

4. Behind these figures lies a  story o f steadily increasing efficiency in almost 
every operation, stemming from  experience and  research and the subsequent 
development o f a  wide range of new techniques and equipm ent, backed by a 
high level o f enthusiasm and  dedication.by the Commission’s staff at all levels.
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FO R ESTR Y  C O M M ISSIO N  FO R EST  A R EA , PR O D U C T IO N  A N D  
ST A FF N U M B E R S FR O M  1950 to  1980

d ia g r a m  1. Showing the  increases in the C om m ission’s forest area and production  f r o m  1950 
to  1980 contrasted with the decline in staff num bers.
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Establishing the Forest Estate
5. The rem it given to  the Com mission’s first Chairm an, the 16th Lord Lovat, 
and his colleagues was to establish by the end o f the century a state forest 
resource o f 715,000 hectares*, and  to  encourage private owners to  repair the 
wartime ravages and then m aintain in  a productive state some T2 million 
hectares o f their own woodlands, so th a t neither war nor national emergency 
should ever again inflict the desperate tim ber shortages o f the F irst W orld W ar. 
W hen Britain was again plunged into w ar in  1939, the Com mission had in its 
care 176,000 hectares o f  w oodland and  the private sector had  restocked some
50.000 hectares. The im portance attached to  continuing this w ork was em pha
sised in 1943, when the G overnm ent published as a  W hite Paper a  report 
prepared by the Commission entitled Post-war Forestry Policy which proposed 
the establishment o f an effective national forest estate o f  2 million hectaresby the 
year 2000. There already existed some 800,000 hectares, and  the balance was to 
be made up by a partnership o f Com mission and private planting.

6. The rate o f planting in the im m ediate post-w ar years gave little indication 
of the unprecedented expansion o f the forest estate which was to  start in the 
1950s. In the five-year period to  1950 the Com mission’s annual planting averaged 
only 10,000 hectares and the private sector’s 3,700 hectares; between 1950 and 
1959, however, the Commission averaged 24,500 hectares o f  planting a  year, 
while private owners, with the encouragem ent o f the D edication Scheme in tro 
duced in 1948, achieved an annual average o f 9,700 hectares. G overnm ent 
statements in 1958 and 1963 gave the Commission fresh planting program m es; 
and while no targets were set for the private sector, grants were increased to  
encourage private w oodland owners to  m aintain their planting levels. In  1960-61 
the combined planting achievem ent exceeded 40,000 hectares for the first time, 
and over the next few years average annual planting levels stabilised a t about
21.000 hectares for the Commission and  13,000 for the private sector.

7. The 1963 statem ent announced th a t the Com m ission’s acquisitions o f 
plantable land were to  be increasingly concentrated on upland areas, particularly 
in Scotland and W ales where the expansion o f forestry would bring considerable 
social and employment benefits. A  further G overnm ent statem ent in 1966 called 
for an  expansion o f the Com m ission’s planting program m e in Scotland, with 
com m ensurate reductions in England and W ales to  retain the overall p ro 
gramme. This switch in emphasis confirmed a trend  th a t was already well 
established. As early as 1958 m ore th an  half the land being acquired by the 
Commission was in Scotland, and  the pattern  o f  land availability made it 
inevitable tha t Scotland should play an  increasingly prom inent role in the 
expansion of the forest estate. By 1969 Scotland was accounting for up to  90 
per cent o f our annual land acquisitions, and  the bulk o f our new planting is 
now taking place in our Scottish Conservancies. Today m ore than  half our 
total forest area lies north  o f the Border. There has been a similar, bu t less 
m arked switch in the location o f private afforestation, largely stemming from  
the activities of the investment groups and m anagem ent com panies from  the 
mid-sixties.

8. The 1972 forestry policy review again revised the Com m ission’s to tal p lant
ing and replanting program m e to  its present ceiling o f 22,250 hectares a  year, 
and for the next few years our p lanting achievement m atched the new pro
gramme. From  1975, however, it became increasingly difficult to  obtain suitable

* At the time, these figures were, o f course, expressed in acres; the  Com m ission introduced 
metric m easurem ents in 1971.
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land and our annual new planting program m e entered a period o f  steady decline 
to  around 12,000 hectares in 1978-79. Private sector planting, which had 
m atched the Commission’s in the early seventies, declined even m ore dram ati
cally from  1975 onwards and  only showed signs o f recovery in 1979.

9. In spite o f  the fluctuations o f  the seventies, the last 30 years have seen an 
unprecedented increase in the productive forest area to  nearly double th a t 
existing ju st after the war. The expectations o f our predecessors, who had the 
foresight to  plan for an am bitious post-war expansion o f the nation’s forest 
estate, have been amply fulfilled.
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A V ER A G E A N N U A L  PL A N T IN G  1919-1979 
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P riv a te
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D ia g r a m  2. Average annual planting (including restocking) by the Forestry Com m ission and 
the private sector over ten-year periods from  1919 to 1979.

The Evolution of Forestry Policy
10. Behind this continuing expansion o f  Britain’s forest area lay a succession 
o f forestry policy reviews and re-appraisals. The W hite Paper on Post-war 
Forestry Policy led to  the Forestry Acts o f 1945 and 1947, under which the 
Commission was to  become directly responsible to  M inisters for the expanded 
post-war program m e o f afforestation and was to  adm inister a Dedication 
Scheme to encourage private owners to  rehabilitate their woodlands. The 
G overnm ent’s m ain concern a t th a t tim e was still to  establish and m aintain a 
strategic reserve o f  timber, bu t in 1957 it accepted the recom m endation o f the 
Zuckerm an Committee on Forestry, Agriculture and Marginal Land  th a t the 
Commission’s future objectives should be o f a  commercial and social nature. A t 
about the same time, the R eport o f the W atson Committee, set up to  examine 
the m arketing o f woodland produce, led to  the creation o f the Tim ber G row ers’ 
Organisation and the Scottish W oodland Owners Association, which together
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constituted the Forestry Committee o f G reat Britain to represent private wood
land owners in negotiations w ith the Commission and G overnm ent. Some 
changes were also made in the D edication Scheme, which had not entirely 
fulfilled earlier expectations, and  during the following decade private planting 
more than doubled.

11. In 1965 the Seventh R eport o f the Estim ates Com m ittee led to  a m ajor 
re-organisation o f the structure o f the Commission. The country directorates for 
England, Scotland and  W ales were replaced by a unified headquarters for G reat 
Britain to  undertake the central m anagem ent task, with devolution o f maximum 
authority  to  each o f the eleven Conservancies. The Board was strengthened by 
full-time executive Commissioners, while the part-tim e Commissioners were to 
be chosen for their knowledge o f commerce, the tim ber trade, trade union 
m atters, forestry and the countryside.

12. In the early sixties a new factor emerged in  the private sector which, 
coupled with the success o f the D edication Scheme, was to  m ake a  m arked 
contribution to  raising the level o f private afforestation to  about 20,000 hectares 
a year over the next decade. This was the creation o f  the forestry investment 
groups and m anagem ent companies, which served to  channel into afforestation 
private investment a ttracted  by the fiscal arrangem ents applying to  woodlands. 
Substantial sums o f money flowed into the groups and they com peted strongly 
with the Commission for new land.

13. The Countryside Acts o f 1967 and  1968 included recognition o f the in
creasing im portance o f forests for public recreation, and granted the Com 
mission powers to  provide facilities such as campsites, picnic places and visitor 
centres. They also extended the Com m ission’s powers to p lant and  manage 
trees in the interests of amenity.

14. As the sixties ended the G overnm ent’s attention was directed to  the costs 
and benefits o f investment in forestry, and in D ecem ber 1970 a fundam ental 
review o f forestry policy began, culm inating in the publication in June 1972 o f a 
consultative docum ent supported by an Interdepartm ental Cost/Benefit Study. 
The m aintenance o f em ploym ent in areas o f rural depopulation and the en
hancement o f  the environm ent were seen as the m ain justifications for con
tinued G overnm ent support for both  Com mission and  private planting. While 
means o f applying these principles were considered, existing grant-aid schemes 
were closed to  new applications. Policy statem ents in 1973 and  1974 set out a 
framework designed to  ensure tha t forestry form ed ‘part o f  an effective pattern 
o f rural land use, in which it is harm onised to  the best possible advantage with 
agriculture and the environm ent.’ To this end a  new scheme o f grant aid for 
private forestry (Basis III D edication) was introduced in O ctober 1974 to 
succeed the schemes started after the Second W orld W ar. Procedures for 
consulting with the A gricultural D epartm ents over the land use aspects o f 
afforestation proposals, and with local authorities and  other statu tory  bodies 
over the amenity aspects o f planting an d  felling, had been successfully developed 
by the Commission over the years in respect o f its own operations and  were 
now extended to  proposals arising under the forestry grant schemes. A t the 
same time, our Regional Advisory Com m ittees were strengthened by the in
clusion o f agricultural, planning and  am enity interests to assist in reconciling 
any unresolved differences o f view arising under the procedures, and  provision 
was made for M inisters to  be consulted as a last resort. These new arrangem ents 
have proved m ost effective, and since their inception in 1974 only a handful of 
cases have had to  be referred to Ministers.
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15. The changes in the grant arrangem ents for private forestry resulting from 
the 1972 policy review, com bined with the world oil recession and the new 
capital taxation treatm ent o f forestry introduced in 1975, caused a general loss 
o f confidence am ong private w oodland owners which manifested itself in a 
sharp drop in private planting. An Interdepartm ental Review G roup was set up 
in 1976 in  response to  this problem and led in 1977 and  1978 to significant 
increases in grants and adjustm ents to  the taxation arrangem ents. The area o f 
planting for which grants were claimed rose in 1978-79 and  has since been 
m aintained, and  there has recently been an  encouragingly high level o f appli
cations to  jo in  the Basis III D edication Scheme.

16. The la tter half o f the seventies has been m arked by a  growing awareness of 
the finite nature o f the world’s natural resources and a recognition o f the value 
o f wood as a  renewable and  versatile raw  material. Studies have been produced 
in a num ber of countries and by international bodies such as the FA O  and  EEC 
into the long-term trends and prospects for forestry and forest products. These 
all indicate th a t there is likely to  be a  world-wide shortage o f tim ber by the 
early years o f the next century unless provision is made for increased planting 
over the next few years. We ourselves commissioned a group o f officials, drawn 
mainly from  our own staff, to  look into the wood production outlook in Britain 
up to  the middle o f the next century. The group’s report The Wood Production 
Outlook in Britain was published as a  consultative docum ent in M arch 1978 and 
sparked off a  debate which is still continuing. The report assesses the im
plications o f three levels o f planting in terms o f wood production, the provision 
o f  jobs in rural areas and  the wood processing industry, and the reduction in our 
dependence on im ported timber. It also suggests tha t low-grade land could be 
utilised for forestry in a  m anner consistent with the needs o f agriculture, 
although it acknowledges tha t the im pact o f any m ajor expansion o f forestry 
on agriculture and the environm ent would require further study. Similar 
conclusions were reached in  a study undertaken by the Centre for Agricultural 
Strategy a t Reading University published in February 1980, to  which we refer 
in more detail in paragraph 42.

17. As the Commission moves into its sixty-first year the G overnm ent is 
engaged in a fresh review o f forestry policy (see paragraph 41). The two studies 
m entioned above will clearly form  an im portant background to this review.

The Woodland Harvest
18. While there have been changes o f emphasis in Governm ent policies towards 
forestry, the ultim ate justification for the consistent encouragement and support 
given to  afforestation has been the production o f tim ber to feed our wood-using 
industries. In  the early years the Commission’s productive forest area was 
confined to  acquired plantations and the form er Crown woodlands, from  which 
the average annual removals am ounted to  no m ore than  about 30,000 cubic 
metres, bu t efforts during the early 1930s to  prom ote the use by the coal-mining 
industry o f small roundw ood from  thinnings pushed up annual production to
100,000 cubic metres by 1939. D uring the w ar years tim ber from  British forests 
was o f vital strategic importance. Heavy fellings were made, and Commission 
forests produced nearly 2 million cubic metres o f wood, with m ajor contri
butions coming from the New Forest and  the Forest o f Dean. Even so, over 
90 per cent o f the tim ber produced from  home sources during the war came 
from  private estates.
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19. By 1950 annual removals from  Com mission forests had  reached 325,000 
cubic metres and income from  produce exceeded £1 million. The Commission 
stood poised for a series o f dram atic surges in ou tpu t and  income. By 1960 
tim ber production had risen to  725,000 cubic metres valued a t more than £2 
m illion; 10 years later sales totalled over £5£ million for about 1 -5 million cubic 
metres, o f  which an increasing proportion  was made up o f sawlogs. D uring the 
year ended M arch 1980 m ore than 2-3 million cubic metres o f  tim ber were 
produced and income exceeded £34 million. Even allowing for the effect o f 
inflation, the spectacular leap in the value o f sales in the last 10 years is indicative 
o f the higher proportion  o f  sawlogs being harvested in the Com m ission’s forests.

20. The rapid acceleration in the volume o f production was m ade possible by 
the mechanical revolution which swept through forest harvesting from  the early 
1960s. The axe and the crosscut saw, for so long the standard logging tools, 
quickly became museum pieces with the development o f the lightweight chain- 
saw. The horse relinquished its supremacy in extraction w ork m ore slowly 
(Plate 1), bu t it could no t compete with the power and productivity o f  the 
rapidly expanding range o f specialist machinery. Stables gave way to  workshops 
capable o f m aintaining the m odern range o f rugged, yet sophisticated, machines 
—custom-designed vehicles with articulated fram e steering and four-wheel 
hydrostatic transmissions, radio-controlled winches and hydraulic grapples.

21. Some o f the machines were the result o f  development work carried ou t by 
the Commission’s own staff, bu t it was n o t only the mechanical engineer whose 
role increased in significance. The evolution o f extraction m achinery and tech
niques coincided with a growth in the size o f  tim ber-transporting lorries—from 
about 5 tons up to  the present 32 tons—and the civil engineer had to  devise 
roading systems to serve as the arteries along which would flow more and more 
tim ber in increasingly heavy loads. Basically, the need today is for a system o f 
fewer, more widely spaced, roads to a far higher standard o f design, the con
struction and m aintenance o f which requires the use o f machinery which is 
itself a product o f m odern technology.

22. This same period also witnessed an unprecedented surge o f investment and 
development in the industries processing British wood, which the Commission 
actively encouraged. Throughout the 1950s the coal industry provided the m ajor 
m arket for the increasing volume o f thinnings becoming available, bu t expand
ing output dem anded alternative m arkets and the Commission began investi
gating the prospects for using British softwood and hardw ood for pulp and 
paper-making. I t  was recognised tha t the Commission had an  im portan t role in 
the consideration o f  any such projects, both  in assessing the general timber- 
supply position and in giving the assurances o f actual supply needed to  encourage 
investment in new wood-using plant. By the end o f  the decade a num ber o f  new 
processing industries were in operation, including a chipboard factory a t A nnan 
in Dumfriesshire, a roundw ood pulpm ill a t Ellesmere Port, Cheshire and a 
chemical pulpmill consuming hardw ood a t Sudbrook, Gwent. Ten years later 
hardw ood pulping had been established a t Sittingbourne in K ent, pulping 
capacity was expanded a t Ellesmere P ort, and  m ajor developments in  softwood 
pulping had been completed a t W orkington, F o rt W illiam and Bristol. As the 
seventies dawned the prospects o f additional log supplies in north  Scotland led 
to  the first long-term contract being offered to  encourage new sawmilling 
developments, and a new plant was established near F o rt W illiam in 1974. 
O ther m ajor expansion and m odernisation program m es in sawmilling followed, 
and there were im portant advances in the  application o f  perform ance-grading
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to British sawn softwoods. However, the most significant wood-processing 
expansion o f  the decade occurred in the particleboard industry, with new 
capacity being installed a t Cowie, Stirlingshire; Irvine, Ayrshire; Hexham, 
N orthum berland; Chirk, Clwyd and South M olton, Devon.

23. As we enter the new decade the outlook for the pulp and paper industry in 
this country gives cause for serious concern. We refer later in this R eport (para
graph 50) to  the sad decision to close the Wiggins Teape pulpmill a t F ort 
William, which could have serious consequences for wood production and 
employment in the Highlands, and other mills will clearly be faced with prob
lems due to  the current recession and the competitive position o f overseas 
suppliers resulting from  the strength o f  sterling and the relative costs o f energy 
and wood in Britain. We shall be seeking to  alleviate the consequences o f the 
dow nturn in this m arket by developing alternative outlets for small roundwood 
in the medium term. In  the longer term  the supply and dem and projections in 
our review group’s report on The Wood Production Outlook in Britain, which 
m any have criticised as being conservative, give reason for optimism about the 
future o f wood processing in this country. The output from  Commission forests 
will more than double over the next 15 years during a period when, as was clearly 
borne out a t the W orld Forestry Congress in 1978, the volume o f wood and wood 
products available for export from  traditional suppliers to  this country can be 
expected to  diminish as a result o f increases in their domestic consum ption and 
the predicted development o f the use o f  wood as a chemical base for synthetic 
organic material. As we said in our last R eport, these points, combined with 
a Congress recom m endation calling for the creation o f large areas o f inten
sively managed plantations, lend support to  the conclusions o f The Wood Pro
duction Outlook in Britain report that it would be prudent to continue with 
afforestation in Britain.

The Impact of Science and Technology
24. M any o f the achievements o f  the last 30 years would have been impossible 
but for the scientific and technological advances which have so dramatically 
transform ed forestry a t every stage o f  the tree-growing cycle. Well into the 
1950s, for instance, lining out and weeding in nurseries were still carried out by 
hand (Plate 2). N o t only was this backbreaking, tedious work, but plant losses 
were very h igh ; today, the use o f machinery and herbicides gives three times the 
success rate, and in real terms plants are costing half what they did in 1950. In 
addition, soil analysis to establish fertiliser needs in nurseries and the use o f 
seeds o f  proven genetic quality give transplants a flying start in their develop
m ent towards high quality, m ature trees.
25. U ntil the end o f the Second W orld W ar the Commission’s research effort 
was confined alm ost exclusively to  species selection, establishment and nursery 
w ork; bu t the last 30 years have seen a considerable broadening o f research 
activity with the emphasis falling on the protection o f  the existing estate, and 
consequent developments in research in entomology, pathology and animal 
control and management. The initial work on species selection led to  studies of 
the variation within species and a program m e o f tree breeding aimed a t providing 
m ost o f the planting stock from  genetically superior sources before the end of 
the cen tury ; and the increasing value o f genetically superior seed has stimulated 
research into seed dormancy, seed storage and seed handling in the nursery. F or 
a  period after the last war methods o f rehabilitating derelict broadleaved wood
lands were investigated, and this interest has recently been revived due to  a 
growing realisation o f the value o f small woodlands for tim ber production, 
landscaping and wildlife conservation.
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26. Silvicultural research has included work on the stability o f tree crops in a 
windy environm ent and on large areas o f  shallow-rooting soils. The role o f 
fertilisers in ensuring survival and rapid establishm ent has been investigated, 
and more recently this work has been extended to cover the response o f  pole- 
stage crops to a range o f  fertilisers. F rom  these studies has stemmed a need for 
physiological research on soil properties, nutrient behaviour and tree flowering. 
Developments in fertilisation and herbicidal protection, coupled with improved 
techniques allowing wider spacings in planting, have m arkedly changed stan
dards o f land plantability, perm itting poorer and higher land, particularly in 
northern Scotland, to be planted successfully.

27. Research into insect pests has resulted in the developm ent o f  techniques 
which enable felled areas to  be replanted within one year instead o f  waiting up 
to  three years until the site is clear o f injurious weevils and beetles. Stum p trea t
ment to  control the spread o f  the fungus Fomes annosus, which causes bu tt and 
roo t ro t and death o f conifers, is now standard  practice and involves bo th  bio
logical control methods and the use o f  fungicides. However, the ravages o f 
D utch elm disease during the last decade leave the forester no room  for com 
placency. N o way o f eradicating the disease has been discovered, despite inten
sive research both  in this country and  in others affected, such as the U nited 
States, but Forestry Commission scientists can claim credit for having discovered 
in the early 1970s tha t the present epidemic was caused by a new, m ore virulent 
strain hitherto unidentified in any part o f  the world. The risks associated with 
the possible introduction o f oak wilt have also been studied in great detail to 
ensure tha t appropriate measures are taken to  prevent its introduction into 
Britain.

28. The Commission’s W ork Study B ranch within the Research and Develop
ment Division has also had a vital role to  play in the transform ation o f  forestry 
over the past 30 years. I t  has been concerned with two m ajor groups o f  opera
tions—harvesting and crop establishment. H arvesting studies have included the 
introduction and im provem ent o f chainsaws with particular regard to  safety, 
the development o f  cable cranes for extraction, the organisation o f  efficient 
harvesting systems and the developm ent and adaptation  o f  sophisticated ex
traction machinery, o f which the developm ent and production o f a purpose- 
built hydrostatic tractor was an im portan t achievement. Studies on silvicultural 
operations have also covered a very wide range, including weed control by both 
mechanical and chemical m ethods and drainage and cultivation techniques.

29. A  hallm ark of research and  developm ent in the Commission has been the 
interchange between practitioners in the  field and research staff. This has 
enabled our Research and  D evelopm ent Division m ore readily to  understand 
the problem s encountered in the forest and  new developments to  be successfully 
introduced. The results o f  research and  work study programmes, and  o f practical 
experience, have been made available to  the private sector and to  anyone in
terested in forestry and  trees through a  wide range o f publications. These have 
achieved a high standard  over the years under the pioneering hand o f  our 
form er Publications Officer, the late M r H erbert Edlin, who was an au tho r o f 
international repute in his own right on  forestry subjects.

Forest Protection
30. Foresters have to  contend with a num ber o f natural hazards, besides pests 
and diseases, which can undo years o f  patient effort. We employ rangers in all 
our m ajor forests both to  conserve and, where appropriate, to  control animal
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numbers. A lthough the threat posed for so long by the rabbit was tem porarily 
alleviated with the spread of myxomatosis in the fifties, it is now a renewed 
problem. N o such alleviation has been experienced in the battle against the grey 
squirrel, which is particularly destructive in young broadleaved woodlands, 
although our scientists are continuing to  develop and improve control m ethods 
and our understanding o f the habits o f this pest. Over the past few years there 
has been a significant expansion in the num bers o f deer, especially o f roe and, in 
Scotland, red deer, both  of which are a  serious th reat to  young plantations. 
C ontrol o f deer populations within reasonable bounds has had to  be exercised 
by fencing and by selective culling based on census data.

31. W indthrow is a m ajor hazard o f forestry in Britain. There have been six 
m ajor gales in Britain over the past 30 years, three o f which, in 1953, 1968 and 
1976, were serious from  a forestry point o f view. On each occasion the wind- 
thrown tim ber was cleared before the tim ber deteriorated. A classification o f 
land according to  the risk of w indthrow has now been completed and is being 
used to  assist in predicting the tree height a t which plantations are likely to 
begin to suffer. The other serious hazard to  forestry is fire. The 1976 drought 
resulted in exceptional summer fire danger, during which period we lost a 
greater area o f plantations than  in any year since 1942. A num ber o f im portant 
lessons were learned which should stand us in good stead for the future -  the 
value o f easily accessible water, the benefits of good communications, especially 
radio, and the need to  have earth-m oving equipm ent available for the rapid 
construction of fire breaks.

Forestry and the Environment
32. The last 30 years have seen a popular upsurge o f interest in nature con
servation and in the environm ent generally. Foresters have, by tradition, always 
been sensitive to  both  issues, and this personal awareness has been sharpened 
and translated into specific policies through co-operation with the N ature 
Conservancy Council and voluntary organisations, particularly in the establish
ment of Sites o f Special Scientific Interest. By its independent efforts in m ain
taining or creating wetlands, deer lawns or other wildlife habitats, the Com 
mission has also dem onstrated a practical com m itm ent to nature conservation. 
O ur policies and practices towards nature conservation were published last 
year in the form of a statem ent entitled The Forestry Commission and Con
servation which is reproduced at Appendix V to this Report.

33. Forestry can have a m ajor im pact on the landscape, and over the centuries 
the silvicultural managem ent of woodlands has been conducted with a sympathy 
for the country scene, as the many fine estate woodlands today bear witness. The 
national drive to  acquire land and plant trees following the experiences o f  the 
two world wars tem porarily blunted this awareness, but it was re-kindled 
by D am e Sylvia Crowe who was Landscape C onsultant to  the Commission 
from  1963 to  1976. She established guidelines for sensitive forest design, which 
have subsequently been developed by her successor, M r Clifford Tandy, and 
our own landscape architects. A statem ent on The Commission’s Landscape 
Design Policy was reproduced at Appendix VI o f our 1978-79 Report.

Trees and People
34. During the fifties and sixties the public attitude to  the countryside became 
much more positive. Increasing affluence provided m ore leisure time and greater 
mobility, from which developed an ever-growing dem and for outdoor recrea
tional facilities. The Commission was in a unique position to  respond to  this
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dem and, and  anticipated the statutory requirem ents o f the Countryside Acts of 
1967 and  1968 by em barking on a continuing program m e o f developing forest 
walks, visitor centres, cam ping and caravan sites, and later the highly successful 
forest cabin schemes. By actively encouraging the public to  visit its woodlands 
and by m aintaining an open and  outw ard-looking press and  public relations 
policy, the Commission has com m unicated to  millions o f  people an interest in 
forestry and an understanding o f its place in the nation’s economy. We never
theless recognise th a t forestry is ju st one o f the m any interests in  the country
side, and during the past 30 years we have attem pted through regular consultation 
with o ther countryside agencies to  achieve a harm onious balance between 
com peting land uses o f optim um  benefit to  the national interest. The consul
ta tion  arrangem ents thus built up for our own operations were extended in
1974 to  private forestry grant-aid proposals.

35. Achievements in any field o f  endeavour stem from hum an involvement, and 
throughout its history the Commission, and indeed forestry generally, has been 
fortunate to  attract men and  women with a  sense o f dedication. W ork in the 
forest has never been easy, however, and  felling and extraction have always been 
regarded as hazardous operations. Science and technology have reduced the 
physical drudgery, bu t have in troduced new dangers. We have made, and  are 
still making, strenuous efforts to  ensure safe working conditions, and the 
accident rate in the Commission has shown a steady decline.

36. The m ost general instance has been the reduction o f chainsaw risks. From  
1971 all chainsaws were fitted with anti-vibration handles, and  by the time the 
H ealth and Safety a t W ork, etc. Act came into force three years later a policy 
had been adopted o f buying only saws which could satisfy a  stringent ergonomic 
checklist. Chainsaw operation is confined to  workers who have com pleted a 
thorough training program m e in which safety is a prom inent feature, and since
1975 all workers have been issued with protective equipm ent for head, eyes, 
ears, legs, feet and hands. Inform ation about all im provements in safety tech
niques and procedures introduced in the Commission is m ade available to  the 
forestry industry as a  whole, and the Forestry Safety Council, which we set 
up in 1974, has published 25 Safety Guides which are distributed free o f charge 
throughout the industry.

37. The mechanisation o f forestry operations has brought significant changes 
to recruitm ent and training. The num bers o f  foresters and forest workers needed 
by the Commission each year have fallen dram atically, as reflected in D iagram  
1 (page 9), while those recruited are expected to  be m ore highly skilled and 
qualified. The training revolution has been ju st as radical. The peripatetic 
instructors, who were appointed in the fifties to ensure th a t workers could 
m aintain as well as use their tools, m ade the transition from  instruction on 
crosscut saw to chainsaw and became an im portan t vehicle for the dissemination 
o f work study innovations. The increasingly complex, expensive and potentially 
dangerous m achinery coming into service required highly skilled operators, and 
training today is systematically planned by professional educators. The new 
entran t forest worker can expect opportunities for expanding his forestry edu
cation in areas ranging from  specialist m achine operation and  chemical spraying 
to  management.

38. The reduction in the num ber o f forest workers in the sixties led to a fall in 
dem and for foresters within the Commission. A t the same time developments 
in private forestry emphasised the need for a broader qualification for super
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visors a t this level. These factors led in 1971 to the closure o f the Com mission’s 
forester training schools and the establishm ent o f  an O N D  Course a t Cum bria 
College o f  Agriculture and Forestry a t N ew ton Rigg.

39. M echanical developments have had other effects on the life o f  the forest 
worker. Advances in ploughing techniques and equipm ent, for example, com 
bined with fertilising regimes and species selection have pushed the boundaries 
o f forestry into wilder and increasingly rem ote upland areas. I t  was the rem ote
ness o f  the new forests, coupled with a  national housing shortage, which led 
the Commission after the w ar to  em bark on a substantial housing programme, 
including the creation o f  a num ber o f  forest villages. These were less than 
successful because o f their isolation from  the social amenities o f  existing com 
munities, bu t like the Forest W orkers Holdings Scheme, which was the prim ary 
means o f  providing housing before the war, they served the needs o f the time. 
From  the mid-sixties the need for Commission housing declined as the national 
housing stock increased and the falling workforce, now more mobile with the 
widespread use o f the private car, preferred to find their own housing in existing 
villages. A  disposals program m e began, and current policy is to retain only the 
essential houses.

Sixty Years of Achievement
40. British forestry has come a  long way since the first national forestry policy 
was introduced in 1919. Since then the woodland area has been considerably 
extended through a unique and successful partnership between the Forestry 
Commission and the private sector (see D iagram  2 on page 11), and we are well 
on target to  achieving the 2 million hectares o f productive forests by the tu rn  o f 
the century advocated by the Commissioners in their 1943 W hite Paper. The 
greatest advances have been made during the last 30 years, assisted by a revo
lution in tools and silvicultural techniques. Despite these achievements the 
United Kingdom still has the lowest proportion o f tree cover in Europe, apart 
from Ireland, and the im port bill in wood and wood products am ounted to 
£2,817 million in 1979. Thus there is am ple scope on the hom e m arket for the 
increased output which is foreseen from  British forests and we are confident 
tha t all those involved, whether in the Commission or in private forestry, will 
continue to exploit this opportunity with the same enthusiasm  and adaptability 
to advancing techniques and practices as have characterised the past 60 years.
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Report for the year ended 31 March 1980 

General Review

Forestry Policy
41. Shortly after taking office, Forestry M inisters began a study o f  various 
aspects o f forestry policy to  ensure th a t it properly reflected the G overnm ent’s 
overall political and economic strategy. A t the end o f the year under report, the 
study was still under way and a statem ent o f  the G overnm ent’s conclusions was 
awaited. Although he was no t yet in a position to  state any firm conclusions, the 
Earl o f  Mansfield, M inister o f  State a t the Scottish Office with responsibilities 
for forestry, was able to  com m ent a t some length on the questions to  which 
Forestry M inisters were addressing themselves when he spoke in a debate on 
forestry strategy in the House o f Lords on 26 M arch 1980. W inding up for the 
Governm ent, after a long debate in which speakers referred to  the need for 
stability and long-term investment in the forestry industry, Lord  Mansfield 
confirmed th a t the G overnm ent was in favour o f  the continuing expansion o f 
forestry in this country. He pointed out, however, th a t such expansion raised a 
num ber o f fundam ental questions, the answers to  which had long-term  impli
cations beyond the confines o f  forestry and could no t be reached hastily. 
Although the review was being conducted with vigour, it was something that 
could not be skimped, since the G overnm ent wanted to  be certain th a t the 
policy which emerged was positive and constructive, and provided an acceptable 
balance, given the limited land and other resources available.

42. In our R eport for 1978-79 we referred to  a num ber o f papers on topics 
related to  forestry policy which we knew were under preparation. Perhaps the 
most significant o f  these was A Strategy fo r  the UK Forest Industry, published 
in February 1980 by the Centre for A gricultural Strategy a t Reading University, 
which called for wider recognition o f  the im portance o f forestry in the national 
economy and emphasised the need for a m ore positive attitude to  forestry in 
general. The report considered w hat p roportion  o f  future domestic consum ption 
o f wood should be hom e-produced and whether the total ou tput o f the rem oter 
rural areas o f the United K ingdom  could be increased to the benefit o f  the local 
communities and the nation. I t  concluded th a t there is a good case for further 
investment in U K  forestry by bo th  the public and private sectors in view o f the 
forecast dem and for timber, the high potential for domestic tim ber production 
and the prospect o f future world shortages resulting in higher tim ber prices— 
conclusions which are broadly in line w ith those o f  our own review into The 
Wood Production Outlook in Britain. The Centre for A gricultural Strategy’s 
report also took the view, which we endorse fully, tha t land use policy needs to 
be sufficiently flexible to avoid placing restrictions on future options. Taken 
together with our own review, this study is a useful contribution to  the con
sideration o f future forestry policy in this country currently being undertaken 
by Forestry Ministers.
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43. O f the four other papers mentioned in our last Report, two were published 
during the year. The R eport o f Lord N orthfield’s Committee o f Inquiry into 
The Acquisition and Occupancy o f  Agricultural Land  contained little o f  direct 
significance for forestry: it was thought tha t there might be a case for the re- 
introduction of local development bodies in rural areas bu t the concept o f an 
all-embracing rural land authority was firmly rejected. The Countryside Review 
Com m ittee’s Topic Paper No. 4 on Conservation and the Countryside Heritage 
endorsed the case for a substantial increase in afforestation by the end o f the 
cen tury : it also recognised the effectiveness o f the current consultation arrange
ments for forestry proposals and concluded that these should continue and not 
be replaced by planning control. A lthough the paper as a whole has had a rather 
mixed reception, we welcome the generally constructive approach adopted and 
particularly the emphasis placed on a dynamic concept o f conservation which 
recognises tha t there will be change bu t tha t it m ust be managed in such a way 
tha t conservation is taken into account from the outset.

The Commission’s Finances
Public Expenditure Survey
44. During the year under review two White Papers were published on the 
G overnm ent’s expenditure plans for 1980-81 to  1983-84*. The previously 
planned levels o f  expenditure for forestry were reduced by some £5 million per 
annum  for 1980-81 and 1981-82 and by £6 million per annum  for 1982-83 and 
1983-84. The main effects will be a cut in the level o f  acquisition funds, which 
at current prices will restrict our purchases of land for planting to  some 4,500 
hectares a year; a reduced level o f new planting o f  11,900 hectares in 1980-81, 
falling to 8,700 hectares in 1983-84; and a cessation o f  investment in new re
creational facilities. The implications o f  the m anpower reduction exercises, to  
which we refer in paragraphs 62-63, are also reflected in the cuts.

Grant-in-Aid
45. After adjusting for changes in the working balance, the call on Exchequer 
funds in 1979-80 was £43-3 million com pared with £29-3 million the previous 
year, an increase o f £14 million. This increase was, however, distorted by the 
effects o f the closure by industrial action in early 1979 o f the com puter p ro 
cessing our accounts which caused delays in the paym ent o f  bills received by 
M arch 1979 (some £3-2 million) and in the submission o f invoices which in 
norm al circumstances would have been on hand and paid by M arch 1979 (some 
£1-5 million); had these bills, totalling £4-7 million, all been settled on time, the 
year-on-year increase in the Exchquer funding would have been £4-6 million 
(14 per cent).

46. Payments of £93-4 million showed an increase o f £27-8 million over the 
previous year; but for the strike the increase would have been £18-4 million 
(26 per cent). This increase was mainly caused by the continuing im pact of 
inflation and pay awards, a further increase in funds for land acquisition, a rise 
in total grant payments to  private w oodland owners, the effect o f  the higher 
rate of VAT introduced in  m id-1979, and  increased harvesting and road pro
grammes. Receipts rose by £12-8 million (35 per cent) to  £49-6 million. This 
rise was made up o f an additional £9-9 million (36 per cent) from  the sale of 
timber, as a result o f higher dem and and prices; an  increase o f  £1-1 million 
(65 per cent) in the income from  the disposal o f surplus assets, due to  a  larger

* Cm nd 7746, H M SO, £0-74 net.
C m nd 7841, H M SO, £6-25 net.
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program m e and better prices; and an increase in o ther income o f £1-8 million 
(23 per cent) resulting from  higher charges and  rents and  m ineral royalties.

47. The statem ent o f  Forestry F und  receipts and paym ents, together w ith notes 
and  explanations, appears a t Table 1 o f  Appendix VII.

Private Forestry
48. We are glad to  report tha t the higher level o f private planting recorded in 
1978-79 has been m aintained and th a t applications for entry to  the Basis III 
D edication Scheme continue a t a  record level. Further details are given in 
paragraph 125. A  study designed to  im prove the efficiency o f  the adm inistration 
o f  our grant-aid schemes and felling controls was started in January  1980 under 
the auspices o f Sir D erek Rayner (paragraph 126).

State of the Wood Market
A Year o f  Strong Demand
49. The m arket dem and for small diam eter roundw ood im proved significantly 
and the favourable w inter weather enabled record am ounts o f  w ood to  be 
supplied to  industry. The to ta l volume harvested was 16 per cent higher than  in 
the previous year. Deliveries o f w ood for pulp increased by 30 per cent and 
those for particleboard by 85 per cent. The m arket fo r sawlog was buoyant 
th roughout the year and the volume supplied increased by 14 per cent. Fuller 
details are given in paragraphs 95-102.

Fort William Pulp M ill
50. In  A pril 1979 Wiggins Teape L td. announced their intention to  close their 
chemical pulpmill a t F o rt W illiam unless a  viable alternative could be found. 
Following th a t announcem ent, and  in  association with C onsolidated B athurst 
Inc. o f C anada, they m ade a  detailed investigation into mechanical pulping 
integrated with newsprint production. A lthough the Com panies’ decision against 
the project was reached just outside the period covered by this R eport, it followed 
thorough and detailed negotiations during the year involving a package o f  
G overnm ent financial assistance and  the price o f w ood supplied by the Com 
mission, and it is appropriate to  record it here. Wiggins Teape announced on 
29 April 1980 their decision finally to  close the pulpmill. The decision was a 
sad blow to the H ighlands and  to  F o rt W illiam. In  association with private 
forestry interests, we are seeking to  develop alternative m arkets to  sustain wood 
production and em ploym ent in the H ighlands. W hile alternative m arkets within 
this country will be exploited to  the m axim um  extent feasible, export m arkets 
will also have to  be considered. Nevertheless, our objective rem ains the prom o
tion o f a viable wood-processing industry in the Highlands.

Caberboard Ltd.
51. In  February 1980, C aberboard L td. announced their plans to  install a 
medium-density fibreboard p lan t a t Cowie in Stirlingshire to  be commissioned 
during 1980 on the same site as their existing particleboard plant. This is a 
completely new product for the  wood-processing industry in this country. We 
welcome this positive step forw ard in  the developm ent o f the industry to  take 
advantage o f the increasing availability o f British-grown softwoods.

The British Forest Heritage
52. A lthough forestry is one o f the m ost ancient industries and activities in this 
country, there is a t present no comprehensive collection o f  the tools o f  the trade, 
nor has there been any systematic recording o f  the forest heritage. The tim e is
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rapidly passing when m aterial can be readily collected and for this reason we 
have initiated the British Forest Heritage project to  make a start on the proper 
recording o f the history o f forestry and its artefacts. It is hoped th a t an in
dependent charity, to  be known as the  British Forest Heritage Trust, can be 
form ed and th a t this will establish a  main collection open to the public.

Commission Statement on Nature Conservation
53. The fourth of our policy statements, entitled The Forestry Commission and 
Conservation, was published in booklet form  in M arch 1980. It appears in full 
at Appendix V. Earlier statem ents have covered the Commission’s objectives 
and our policies on landscape design and recreation.

Sheep in the Forest of Dean
54. In  our Report for 1977-78, we referred to  a scheme we were discussing with 
the Forest o f D ean Com m oners’ Association to  control sheep grazing in the 
Forest. The successful conclusion o f  these discussions was announced in 
Parliam ent on 13 November 1979. The scheme rests on a m inor change to  our 
Byelaws to  prohibit sheep grazing w ithout the Commission’s consent and to  
require sheep allowed to  graze to  be properly m arked. It will involve registering 
the graziers and  their markings and limiting the total num ber o f  sheep to  
manageable proportions. The agreement also contains other arrangem ents to  
reduce the adverse effects o f uncontrolled grazing within the Forest and includes 
an appeals procedure for graziers aggrieved by local decisions.

Forest Cabins
55. A lthough we have decided as p a rt o f our contribution to  Governm ent 
expenditure reductions not to  fund any new recreational projects for the time 
being, M inisterial endorsem ent has been given to  our participating with the 
Crown Estate Commissioners in the jo in t development o f a forest cabin scheme 
a t Dalavich on the shores o f Loch Awe in Argyll. Subject to  satisfactory tenders, 
the Crown Estate Commissioners will finance the building o f  the cabins which 
we shall operate and m anage on their behalf. The plan envisages the con
struction o f 44 tim ber cabins, sited close to  the forestry village o f Dalavich, 
home o f Commission staff employed a t Inverliever Forest.
56. The layout for the site has been prepared by our Forest Design Branch to 
make best use of the natural features o f  the area, which is one o f high tourist 
appeal. A bout half o f the cabins will be located on the edges o f natural wood
lands o f oak, birch and alder, and the rem ainder will be on the fringes o f  the 
spruce and larch o f Inverliever Forest. Careful thought has been given to  the 
integration o f the forest cabins with the neighbouring village, and a  new village 
hall is being planned to  serve the needs o f  bo th  local residents and visitors. This 
will replace the present, smaller village hall. It is hoped to start the development 
in M ay 1980 with cabins ready for letting to  the general public by Easter 1981.
Dutch Elm Disease: Report by Parliamentary Commissioner
57. Towards the end o f the year, we received from  the Parliam entary Com 
missioner for Adm inistration an advance copy o f his proposed report* on a 
com plaint about D utch elm disease th a t had been made against the Forestry 
Commission some three years previously. The com plaint had alleged th a t the 
disease had been allowed to  spread into Scotland because o f  m aladm inistration 
by the Commission and tha t this had resulted in  financial loss to  tim ber growers. 
We are pleased to  record th a t the Parliam entary Commissioner concluded tha t 
there had been no m aladm inistration in the way tha t the Commission had

* The report was published in M ay 1980 as H C  568, H M SO , £1-50 net.
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carried out its functions in attem pting to cope with the disease, and that he rejected 
the suggestion that the Commission had caused the spread to Scotland or tha t 
some other course o f action on its part would necessarily have produced different 
results.

58. O ur usual report on the state o f the disease is to be found a t paragraphs 
144-146.

2, 4, 5-T
59. D uring the year doubts were expressed by environm ental and T rade Union 
interests, and echoed in the media, abou t the safety o f  the herbicide 2, 4, 5-T. 
The Trade U nion Side o f our Industrial and T rade Council decided to  instruct 
its members not to use 2, 4, 5-T, and one o f the constituent Unions, the N ational 
U nion o f A gricultural and Allied W orkers, presented to the M inister o f  Agri
culture, Fisheries and Food a dossier containing details o f  cases where harm ful 
effects were alleged to  have followed its use. The M inister has asked the A d
visory Committee on Pesticides to  evaluate the dossier, and we are assisting the 
Committee in this task in those cases where forestry workers have been men
tioned.

60. In  our own use o f this and other herbicides, we follow the advice o f the 
Advisory Committee, who on present inform ation regard 2 ,4 , 5-T as a  substance 
which can be safely used if  handled in  the right way. The com pletion o f  the 
evaluation o f the U nion’s dossier will no doubt be followed by recom m endations 
about the future use o f 2, 4, 5-T, and we shall be guided by those in our future 
policy regarding its use in  forestry operations.

British Forestry Delegation’s Visit to China
61. A British forestry delegation led by Sir R alph Vemey, and  representing 
private w oodland owners, the tim ber trade, forestry research and  development 
and the universities, visited The People’s Republic o f  C hina as guests o f  the 
Chinese G overnm ent in September and O ctober 1979. D uring their three-week 
visit they travelled from  G uangzhou in the south to N ancha in the north-east. A 
reciprocal visit by a Chinese forestry delegation is planned for m id-1980.

Manpower Reductions
62. Salaries and wages expenditure in the year was restricted by the G overn
m ent’s cash limits, and savings o f 3 per cent in salaries expenditure and 12 per 
cent in wages expenditure had to  be m ade to  help meet the cost o f pay settle
ments. The savings were achieved by a tight control on recruitm ent and a 
reduction in certain w ork program m es necessitated by the lim itation o f  general 
cash expenditure. Further staff cuts o f  5 per cent were announced by the G overn
m ent during the year as part o f  the reduction o f  expenditure in the Civil Service. 
Proposals for achieving these cuts, which have to  be m ade by April 1982, are 
being discussed with the Unions. It will be our aim  to ensure th a t they are made 
in a way which will have the least effect on our m ainstream  responsibilities, 
particularly our harvesting programmes.

63. The present staff reductions extend our long-standing policy o f increasing 
efficiency and  reducing costs within the Commission. D iagram  1 (page 9) shows 
the reductions in m anpower over the past 30 years. These have been achieved 
with a significant increase in productivity through the m echanisation o f  opera
tions and improvements in techniques.
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Royal Visit to the New Forest
64. H er M ajesty the Queen and His Royal Highness the Duke o f Edinburgh 
visited the New Forest on 12 April 1979 to  m ark the 900th anniversary of its 
foundation. The Royal party  toured the Forest by landau via Bolderwood and 
Rhinefield Ornam ental Drives, and H er M ajesty planted a commemorative oak 
a t K night W ood and opened the Commission’s m ost recent car park at Boltons 
Bench, thus m arking the completion o f an im portant phase in our conservation 
program m e in the New Forest. The Queen and the Duke o f Edinburgh were 
accompanied on various stages o f their tour by the D irector General, the 
C onservator for South East England and  the Deputy Surveyor o f  the New 
Forest (Plate 3), and were introduced to the Verderers and to some 30 members 
o f the Commission’s local staff.

Chairman
65. M r John M ackie retired as Chairm an o f the Commission in July 1979. He 
was succeeded by Sir D avid M ontgom ery who had been Vice Convener o f 
Tayside Regional Council and Vice President o f  the Convention o f  Scottish 
Local Authorities. Sir D avid had also been a member o f  the N ature Conser
vancy Council since 1973, latterly serving as Chairm an o f its Scottish Advisory 
Committee.

66. M r M ackie took office as Chairm an in July 1976. His fellow Commissioners 
and all in the Commission and the forestry industry have good reason to record 
their high regard for the energy and dedication with which he served the cause of 
British forestry, especially its relations w ith the agricultural industry.

Commissioners
67. The R t H on J. D . G ibson-W att was made a  life peer and the D irector 
General, M r G. D. Holmes, appointed a  CB in the 1979 Birthday H onours List.

68. M r J. N . Kennedy was appointed Commissioner for Forest and Estate 
M anagem ent on 17 December 1979 to  succeed M r G . G. Stewart, who retired 
a t the end of 1979. M r Kennedy was formerly the D irector, Forest M anagement.

Senior Staff
69. In  recognition o f the increasing responsibilities o f Harvesting and M ar
keting Division, M r G. J. Francis was prom oted to  D irector, in situ  from  17 
December 1979.

70. The post o f  Head o f Forest M anagem ent Division was regraded to  Con
servator and M r S. A. Neustein, formerly an A ssistant Conservator in the 
N orth  W est England Conservancy, was prom oted on 3 December 1979 to 
take up the appointm ent.

Staff Numbers
71. On 31 M arch 1980 the Commission employed 2,179 non-industrial staff 
(compared with 2,255 the previous year) and 5,950 industrial staff (6,068 the 
previous year).



Forestry Enterprise

Land Acquisition

A Further Shortfall
72. The area o f  land we acquired was m uch less than  the area planted, as in the 
previous two years. L ast year we ascribed the shortfall to  the limited am ount of 
suitable land for sale; this year m ore land came on the m arket, bu t we were 
unable to  take full advantage o f the change because o f limited funds. This down
ward trend in land purchases will continue, as our acquisition budget for 1980-81 
has been reduced from  £3 million to £1 million as p a rt o f  the Com m ission’s 
contribution to  the G overnm ent’s public expenditure cuts, and substantial 
reductions are also planned for the following three years. As a result, our new 
planting program m e is expected to  fall below 9,000 hectares by 1983-84.

73. The total area o f  plantable land acquired during the year was 7,565 hec
tares, including 228 hectares already under trees. The distribution w as:—

The average cost o f plantable land was £357 per hectare, an  increase o f  21 per 
cent com pared with the average for 1978-79 o f  £295 per hectare.

Land Purchased on Skye
74. The Com mission’s purchase last year o f  382 hectares o f  land on the Isle 
o f Skye illustrates the value o f the consultative procedures followed both  for 
our own afforestation proposals and fo r those pu t forw ard by private owners 
under our grant-aid schemes. The land concerned was in a sensitive area ju s t a 
few miles no rth  o f  the Cuillin m ountains, and a  num ber o f im portan t factors 
had to be balanced: the planting proposals no t only had  to  provide an  economic 
return and contribute towards the effectiveness o f  surrounding crofts, bu t had 
to  be carefully planned to  preserve views to  the Cuillins from  the m ain 
Sligachan-Portree road. The difficult land use and landscaping problem s pre
sented by this case were settled to  the satisfaction o f the crofters, the D epartm ent 
o f  Agriculture and Fisheries for Scotland and the local planning authority  in a 
spirit o f co-operation and with the m inimum o f formality.

75. The early spring o f  1979 was cold and  wet and  led to  delays in seed sowing 
and the lifting o f  seedlings and transplants. A lthough the following summer was 
cool, it was wetter than  usual and the germ ination and grow th o f  seedlings was

Total plantable 
area acquired 

(hectares)
England
Wales
Scotland

139
180

7,246

Nurseries
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good. As some seedlings sown in 1978 had not been large enough to transplant 
in the spring o f  1979, the total num ber o f usable seedlings a t the end o f  the 
summer turned out to  be higher than expected. However, delays in transplanting 
spruce seedlings led to  a shortage o f planting stock in spring 1980.

Planting
76. Because o f the prolonged winter the 1978-79 planting program m e was not 
finished until M ay 1979, whereas the early spring o f  1980 was milder than those 
o f the previous two years, enabling a large part o f the 1979-80 program m e 
to be completed before the end o f M arch. These factors resulted in the restocking 
o f 5,659 hectares o f felled woodland and the form ation o f  15,839 hectares of 
new plantations, against the planned program m e o f 5,100 hectares and 13,500 
hectares respectively. The underlying trend, however, is o f a continuing reduction 
in new planting.

Tree Seed
77. This was another poor year for seed crops. Some reasonable collections 
were made by strenuous local effort, bu t were not enough to top-up the already 
depleted stocks which are critically low in several key species. T op priority will 
have to be given to  these species in the coming year.

78. With the co-operation o f  the British Colum bian Forest Service, the Com 
mission sent a four-m an team  to C anada to  collect Lodgepole pine seed from  
selected sources. Plants raised from  this seed will be used in Britain to  establish 
seed stands (see paragraph 128), but similar expeditions may have to  be con
sidered in the interval before these stands come into production. Some 20 per 
cent o f the seed collected was sold to  the private sector.

Forest Protection
Fire
79. Losses o f  plantations from  fire totalled 432 hectares. This was around the 
long-term average, bu t much less than  in recent years. Over ha lf was lost in two 
fires. One a t R annoch Forest in Tayside, started by lightning, destroyed 90 
hectares; in the o ther a t G lentrool Forest in Dumfries and Galloway, caused 
by two hill walkers who lit a picnic stove in contravention o f the Forestry Com 
mission Byelaws, 154 hectares were lost.

Pine Beauty M oth
80. Again, we had to treat some o f our Lodgepole pine plantations in Scotland 
with the insecticide fenitrothion to  counter infestations o f  Pine beauty m oth 
larvae. The operation was carried out in June 1979 when some 3,170 hectares 
were sprayed from  the air. This showed a welcome reduction from  the 5,000 
hectares treated in 1978, bu t included outbreaks in East Scotland and South 
Scotland Conservancies; all the earlier outbreaks had occurred in the N orth  
Scotland Conservancy.

81. Pupal surveys conducted in the autum n showed th a t alm ost 100 per cent 
control had been achieved, with the exception o f  220 hectares a t Bareagle Forest 
in south Scotland and 107 hectares a t Shin Forest in north  Scotland which had 
been treated a t ha lf the recommended rate as an experiment. Extensive m onitor
ing by a num ber o f organisations showed tha t the effects on the environm ent 
had  been minimal, and this was endorsed by a meeting o f  all interested bodies 
held in N ovem ber to  discuss the 1979 operation. We record our appreciation o f 
the assistance we have received from the Advisory Committee on Pesticides and
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other bodies with the control operations and the subsequent m onitoring. A 
detailed report Control o f  Pine beauty moth by Fenitrothion in Scotland 1978 was 
published during the year and a further report on the 1979 control measures is 
in preparation.

82. The Pine beauty m oth control program m e was touched upon by the Royal 
Commission on Environm ental Pollution in their Seventh R eport published in 
September 1979 (paragraphs 3.56-3.58). The Royal Commission agreed in 
general with our approach:

‘We commend the willingness o f the Forestry Commission to  undertake 
the task o f consultation and co-ordination and we accept tha t new m onitor
ing exercises will take into account the experience now gained. We noted 
with interest the role played by the Pesticides Safety Precautions Scheme in 
assessing proposals for the operation and imposing conditions.’

83. Pupal counts carried ou t last w inter indicated th a t a further spraying 
program m e would be needed in the sum m er o f  1980, bu t the area is expected to 
be considerably less than in previous years.

Forest Design
Landscaping
84. Landscape design has become an integral part o f forestry planning (Plates 6 
and 7), and has pu t increasing pressure on our landscape architects. Priority  was 
given during the year to  felling and  new planting operations, including a project 
to  minimise the visual im pact o f forest ploughing a t Avondale in Ayrshire. The 
landscape design for a num ber o f  new building projects was also undertaken, 
notably a new engineering workshop and stores in Shin Forest a t Lairg in 
Sutherland.

85. O ur landscape consultant, M r Clifford Tandy, gave advice on m ajor 
schemes in five Conservancies. These included detailed landscape proposals for 
a  complex planting site on reclaimed colliery spoil heaps a t Blaen R hondda in 
south Wales. He also gave independent advice on im portant private woodland 
projects in the Brecon Beacons N ational Park  and  in the Pennines.

86. Examples o f  the Com mission’s landscape w ork were displayed a t an 
exhibition o f landscape design in  the Kelvingrove M useum, Glasgow, to  
com m em orate the Landscape Institute’s Jubilee, a t the British A ssociation for 
the Advancem ent o f Science Conference in Edinburgh and  a t an exhibition 
a t the Royal Botanic G ardens, Edinburgh.

Visitor Centres
87. W ork was completed on the m ajor reconstruction o f the popular D avid 
M arshall Lodge in the Queen E lizabeth Forest Park  in the Trossachs. The 
Lodge, which receives some 200,000 visitors each year, now has a  hexagonal 
cantilevered extension, designed by Edinburgh architects Ian G. Lindsay & 
Partners, to  house a  new display interpreting the Forest Park  for visitors. The 
m ain theme is about famous visitors to  the area over the centuries. The latest 
interpretative techniques have been used in the display and there is a sales area 
for literature and souvenirs. O ur D alby Visitor Centre in the N orth  Yorkshire 
M oors N ational Park  and the Coed y Brenin V isitor Centre in no rth  Wales 
were also refurbished.
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Recreation

88. The public have continued to m ake good use o f our picnic places and forest 
walks and the other varied recreation facilities provided in Commission wood
lands (see Table 14 in Appendix VIII). I t is estimated tha t about 24 million day 
visits were made to  Commission land during the year, about the same level as 
shown by our survey in 1976. However, the num ber o f people camping, ex
pressed as cam per nights, fell back from  the peak figure o f 1.55 million in 1978 
to  1.47 million, due largely to  fears of petrol shortages during the main touring 
period. The annual occupancy rate o f our forest cabins showed little change from 
the previous year, with virtually full booking during the main holiday months. 
In view o f rapidly increasing travel costs and our desire to  provide opportunities 
for woodland recreation for the benefit o f the public at large, we have decided 
to give greater emphasis to the development o f recreation facilities in woodlands 
close to  towns, as soon as economic circumstances allow.

89. Over the years, the Commission has adapted and improved its recreation 
facilities to make them  m ore accessible to disabled people. We now have many 
miles o f well-surfaced and easy forest walks, in addition to  12 forest trails 
which have been specially designed for the disabled. Nearly 40 toilets at our 
car parks and picnic places are suitable for use by disabled people and a num ber 
of our visitor centres and camp sites have special facilities. New facilities for the 
disabled completed this year include forest trails at Staindale on the Dalby 
Forest Drive in N orth  Yorkshire, a t A bbot’s W ood in Bedgebury Forest 
(Plate 4), where it is linked to  a special picnic place and toilet block, and at 
T intern Forest in Gwent.

Estate Management

The Queen’s House, Lyndhurst

90. Last year we reported tha t the Queen’s House, Lyndhurst, a G rade II listed 
building which has been associated with the adm inistration o f the New Forest for 
several centuries, had  had to  be evacuated on being found to  be in a dangerous 
structural condition. Following a consultant’s report, an architect was appointed 
towards the end o f 1979 to prepare a detailed scheme for the restoration o f  the 
building for further use by our local staff. It is hoped tha t the scheme will 
qualify for a grant o f funds from the H istoric Buildings Council, who were 
consulted over the appointm ent o f the architect. A  final decision will be made 
on the future o f this historic building once the question o f possible funding has 
been clarified.

Exploration for Barytes near Loch Tummel

91. The presence o f barytes, which is used as a lubricating agent in oil and gas 
drilling operations and also has applications in glass m anufacture, medicine 
and the plastics industry, has been established on Commission land in the 
vicinity of Creagan Loch to  the south o f  Loch Tummel in Perthshire. The extent 
and quality o f this scarce mineral are no t known. We therefore invited offers 
for the right to  explore, coupled with an option to  mine, and the tender of 
Dresser M inerals International Inc. was accepted. The 1,100 hectares of land 
involved lies within a Scenic Heritage Area, but the site o f a mine would not 
be visible from  any public highway. Planning permission has been granted for 
the exploration work.
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Disposals
92. Incom e from  the sale o f land, houses, farms and  other property no longer 
needed for forestry purposes, together w ith receipts derived from  the transfer o f 
land required by local authorities and o ther public bodies for statu tory  works, 
increased by £1.1 million to  £2.8 million. In  com m on with o ther G overnm ent 
departm ents, we are m aking special efforts to  increase our receipts from the 
sale o f  surplus property still further over the next few years.

Management o f  Property
93. D uring the year we spent £1.8 million on the construction, im provem ent 
and acquisition o f buildings. Projects completed included a  new mechanical 
repair workshop at Bellingham and an estate depot a t K ielder to  replace the 
buildings tha t will be submerged by the new reservoir. The Com m ission’s 
rental income for the year am ounted to  £1.2 million.
94. The numbers o f properties m anaged by the Commission are given a t Table 
13 o f  Appendix VIII.

Harvesting and Marketing
Demand
95. The dem and for small diam eter w ood gained m om entum  right from the 
start o f  the year. The upsurge, associated with increased consum ption by the 
particleboard industry, was very m arked. The dem and fo r pulpw ood for board 
fluctuated, while th a t for newsprint production and chemical pulping remained 
at a consistently high level. The log m arket continued buoyant th roughout the 
year, with considerable pressure o f dem and in the southern half o f  the country, 
and the dem and for low grade hardw ood for fuel became m ore m arked during 
the year. The weather last w inter was also particularly favourable for harvesting 
operations. As a result o f all these factors, the to tal volume o f wood harvested 
(2,326,000 cubic metres) was 16 per cent above the previous year’s figure and 
5 per cent above the planned program m e.

Prices
96. Despite the strong dem and, there was no significant increase in prices for 
small diam eter wood, as the industries concerned continued to  face strong 
com petition from  overseas producers who were favoured by the increasing 
strength o f sterling as the year progressed. Such price increases as did occur 
were insufficient to  keep pace with increasing costs, which were particularly 
evident in tim ber transport. By contrast, prices for softwood logs increased 
strongly th roughout the year.
97. The main features o f our operations in the year, with com parable figures 
for previous years, are sum m arised below.

Unit 1975-76 1976-77 1977-78 1978-79 1979-80

M illion
Total Removals cubic m etres 1-56 2 0 2 1-97 2-01 2-33
By Sale Standing 0-55 0-83 0-75 0-68 0-76
By Forestry  Com m ission harvest

ing . .  ............................. J» 101 1-19 1-22 1-33 1-57

Gross Receipts £ m illion 16-69 23-36 25-91 26-61 34-94
Expenditure (including oncosts

but excluding overheads) ,, 7.51 9.23 12-31 14-70 19-37
N et Receipts ............................. „ 9-18 14-13 13-60 11-91 15-57

Receipts per cubic metre £ 10-70 11-56 13.15 13-24 15-00
Expenditure per cubic metre if 4-81 4-57 6-25 7-31 8-31
N et Receipts per cubic m etre . . »> 5-89 6-99 6-90 5-93 6-69
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Conifer Sawlog Sales
98. The average price o f  logs supplied against contracts during the year in
creased by 18 per cent com pared w ith last year. However, the Commission’s 
Log Price Index, which is an indication o f forward prices, rose from 145-2 at 
31 M arch 1979 to  203-4 a t 31 M arch 1980; this represents an increase o f  40 per 
cent and was strongly influenced by the sharp advances in prices experienced at 
our auction sales in the early m onths o f  1980.

Conifer Sm all Roundwood Sales
99. A lthough the strength o f sterling has continued to favour the competitive 

position o f overseas producers o f  paper and board, the dem and for pulpwood 
led to  an increase in the quantity we supplied. Deliveries were 30 per cent higher 
than last year and the highest annual figure on record.

100. There was a great improvement in the demand for roundwood from the 
particleboard industry as home production recovered strongly. O ur deliveries 
o f roundw ood to  this m arket were 85 per cent higher than last year and the 
quantity supplied was the largest on record.

101. Deliveries o f round pitwood to the N ational Coal Board were m aintained 
a t last year’s level. Quantities o f peeled pitwood increased by alm ost 2,500 cubic 
metres, but were offset by a reduction in deliveries o f unpeeled pitwood.

Sales o f  Standing Trees
102. The general im provement in markets was reflected in a 13 per cent increase 
over last year in removals o f tim ber under standing sales contracts, to a total 
volume o f 762,000 cubic metres. Average prices for all sales o f standing trees 
increased by 25 per cent. O ur G reat Britain Price Index for sales o f trees in the 
smaller size categories increased from  235-0 a t 31 M arch 1979 to  276-6 at the 
end o f the year, an increase o f 18 per cent.

Other Developments
103. After a detailed study with the Hom e Timber M erchants’ Associations, 
arrangements have been concluded for a  system o f log description and classifica
tion to  be applied to  our sales o f  logs. This is intended to achieve uniformity 
in our methods of presentation for sale and to provide a system which is practical 
for ourselves and sawmillers. We hope tha t the system will assist sawmillers in 
extending and expanding the m arket for British sawn timber. Details have been 
circulated in our booklet Softwood Sawlogs-Presentation fo r  Sale.

104. D uring the year we offered an additional volume o f small logs from  our 
N orth  and W est Scotland Conservancies for sale over a period o f  eight years 
from 1980. R iddoch o f  Rothiem ay Ltd. were successful in obtaining the con
tract, which will form part o f  the increased log requirements for their Kilmallie 
sawmill a t F o rt William which is to  be modernised and expanded. We regard 
this development as particularly welcome as it will include a significant pro
portion of smaller diam eter logs which m ight otherwise have been suitable only 
for pulping.

105. A revision has now begun of the British Standard for the Structural Use 
o f Tim ber which will see the introduction o f performance grades in the form of 
strength classes. We have worked closely with the Hom e Tim ber M erchants’ 
Associations in representing the interests o f British tim ber during the prepara
tion o f the revised Standard, which will be an im portant contribution to the 
m arketing o f British tim ber for structural purposes.
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106. A four-year program m e was initiated to modernise the depot a t Brandon 
in Thetford Forest (Plate 5) which handles a significant proportion  o f our round 
mining tim ber production. W orking conditions will be im proved and pro
ductivity increased while ensuring the quality o f  the end product.

Harvesting
107. During the year there has been a  significant increase in the num ber of 
forwarders employed in our own harvesting operations. The trend toward 
shortw ood working has increased and the opportunities for a further extension 
o f this system have been enhanced by advances in the design o f  forwarders 
available on the m arket, which has led to  improvements in their capability o f 
working on difficult terrain (Plate 8).

Engineering
108. Progress was made in the upgrading o f the older parts o f  the existing road 
system in Commission forests to provide for m odern traffic needs. The con
struction o f new roads continued, either to full standard  or to  a  lower standard 
for forwarders and light vehicles, although we had to  defer some new projects 
in favour o f improvements m ore urgently required to  meet tim ber harvest 
commitments. M ajor roadw orks undertaken during the year aggregated more 
than  400 km (250 miles). The total num ber o f road and footbridges constructed 
was 25.

109. In the past, it has generally been possible to  route tim ber traffic on to the 
public highway system with no m ore than  local improvements. Rapidly in
creasing tim ber production from  both  Commission and private forests, with 
large areas coming into production for the first time, has now m ade it necessary, 
however, to  undertake comprehensive reviews o f road requirem ents in the 
medium term. This is being done in conjunction with both  national and local 
authorities. Investigations have also been started into the potential for trans
porting tim ber by sea from  suitably located m ainland forests in the west o f 
Scotland; if trials are successful, the m odernised m ethods could also greatly 
improve the efficiency o f transporting tim ber from island forests.

110. With rising tim ber production and advances in machinery design which 
have made it possible to mechanise m any o f the m ore arduous and less pro
ductive m anual tasks, the Com m ission’s fleet o f m echanical p lant and vehicles 
continues to  increase in num ber and variety and in the complexity o f  m any o f 
the individual items. The fleet now num bers some 4,438 road vehicles and m ajor 
items o f  mechanical plant, with a total replacem ent value o f  £18-1 million.

Forest Workers’ Pay
111. The 1980 pay settlement for forest workers gave increases o f  £8-35 and 
£10-10 a week in the basic and forest craftsm an’s rates respectively. The revised 
rates operative from  21 January  1980 are £57-10 for unskilled forest workers 
and £64-95 for forest craftsmen. O ther features o f  the settlem ent were the 
retention o f the piecework incentive level a t 126£ per cent, an adjustm ent in the 
rates o f pay for the various grades o f rangers, and an  increase in the annual 
holiday allowance and the introduction o f  a holiday supplem ent both  effective 
from Novem ber 1980.

112. The average weekly earnings o f forest workers, based on a sample o f one 
full week’s work by all grades in each quarter, were £74-11.
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Safety

113. The accident rate per 100 industrial employees fell from  7-5 to 7-2. The 
num ber o f accidents reported also showed an improvement, falling from  443 to 
423. These figures represent the best safety performance since 1971 and a 
reversal o f the deterioration during the first half o f the decade. Accidents in 
harvesting continue to  cause concern, however, and unless some quite dram atic 
improvement takes place it seems likely th a t one in five o f the harvesting work
force will suffer injury each year. We are not complacent and continue to analyse 
causes o f  accidents and to  seek ways o f  preventing them. For instance, m ajor 
investigations into felling aid tools and chokering techniques were completed 
during the year by our W ork Study Branch, the application o f the results of 
which could well provide worthwhile improvements in both safety and pro
ductivity.

114. The review o f personal safety equipm ent has continued and some small 
improvements have been possible across a range o f items with the object o f 
enhancing operator comfort. During the year we introduced new suits for use 
by workers applying pesticides. These were specially designed for the Com 
mission using a new lightweight fabric, and early indications are tha t operators 
have found them an improvement on the suits previously issued.

Finance
115. The accounts o f the Forestry Enterprise, including general notes and 
explanations together with the Com ptroller and A uditor General’s report 
thereon, appears after page 86.

116. Three years o f  the 1977-1982 quinquennium  being now  completed, a 
prelim inary indication o f the performance o f the Enterprise is appropriate and 
opportune. A lthough a comprehensive assessment cannot be made until a 
complete revaluation o f all the assets is carried out a t the end o f the quinquen
nium, it is possible to  com pare the Plantations and Harvesting perform ance in 
relation to standards set and to examine the surpluses or deficits on other 
ancillary activities. The results to  date are shown in Statem ent 8 o f the A nnual 
Accounts on page 94. The general picture revealed is that, because o f the 
economic recession and in particular pressures on tim ber prices, the Commission 
is unlikely to achieve the target rate o f  return o f 3 per cent on its plantation 
investment in the current quinquennium. Details o f the more significant variances 
are given in the following paragraphs.

Harvesting and M arketing
117. To achieve 3 per cent in respect o f  tim ber actually harvested, there should 
be a nil balance on the Harvesting and M arketing account, whereas the cum u
lative deficit to  date is £11.1 million. This is analysed as follows:

Variance
Standard Actual Absolute
£  million £  million £  million

Incom e 102-4 86-4 (160)
Expenditure . . 70-6 65-7 4-9

Balance (deficit) 31-8 20-7 (111)

Costs have been held within the standards set, but income has not kept pace 
with the general level o f inflation due to  difficulties -  experienced throughout 
Europe -  in the particle, pulp and paper markets. The situation is unlikely to 
show any improvement in 1980-81.
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Plantation Expenditure and Income
118. M easurem ent o f actual plantations expenditure and income against 
standards, which m ust be adhered to  if  3 per cent is to be earned, reveals a 
cumulative adverse variance o f £4.4 million. The m ajor differences are as 
follows:

The sizeable variance on land planted represents the ever-widening divergence 
between the revised values o f  land in the plantable reserve and the land actually 
under plantations. The average price o f  the form er has risen by some 140 per 
cent since the beginning o f  the quinquennium , while plantation land has only 
been revalued by the general rise in inflation o f 40 per cent. The additional 
cost o f  road construction has been caused by the need to meet higher speci
fications brought about by the trend to  larger and heavier vehicles and by 
safety requirements.

Surplus Estate
119. The cumulative deficit incurred on the m anagem ent o f properties which 
are no t required for the Enterprise now am ounts to  £2.9 million. This variance 
reflects our inability under the constraints o f  statutory procedures to  make 
charges sufficient to meet the cost o f  ou r obligations to m aintain properties to  a 
reasonable standard, the m anagem ent costs involved and interest on the capital 
employed. An accelerated program m e o f disposals will gradually reduce the 
extent o f  the deficit. Against this deficit, however, can be set the very substantial 
write-up o f  £9 million in property values arising from  current cost revaluation 
which, because o f its unrealised nature, has been credited to the C urrent Cost 
Reserve.

L and planted 
R oad  construction . .

Standard  
£  million 

9-4 
6-8

Actual 
£  million 

13-2 
8-1



Forestry Authority

Legislation
120. A num ber o f Statutory Instrum ents were enacted in our name during 
the year:

(a) Dutch Elm Disease -  The D utch Elm Disease (Local Authorities) 
(Amendment) Order 1979 (SI 1979/638) and the D utch Elm Disease 
(Restriction on M ovem ent o f  Elms) (Amendment) Order 1979 (SI 
1979/639) came into operation on 11 July 1979. They amended the 
D utch Elm Disease Orders o f 1977 by altering the list o f local au tho
rities empowered to take steps to  prevent the spread o f D utch elm 
disease and adding to the list o f areas from which the movement of 
elms is restricted.

(b) Felling Regulations -  In  consequence o f the metrication provisions o f 
the Forestry A ct 1979, two Orders were made revoking various Orders 
enacted between 1951 and 1977 and re-enacting them in consolidated 
form with m inor modifications. The new Orders were the Forestry 
(Felling o f Trees) Regulations 1979 (SI 1979/791) and the Forestry 
(Exceptions from Restriction o f  Felling) Regulations 1979 (SI 1979/792) 
both o f which came into operation on 9 August 1979.

(c) Metrication -  The Dean Forest and New Forest Acts (Amendment) 
Regulations 1979 (SI 1979/836) took effect from  16 August 1979. They 
were enacted under enabling powers granted in the Forestry A ct 1979 to 
metricate imperial references in various New Forest and Dean Forest 
Acts.

121. The following plant health Orders were made towards the end o f the 
period covered by this R eport but had still to be laid before Parliam ent:

(a) Import C ontro ls- The Im port and Export o f Trees, W ood and Bark 
(Health) (G reat Britain) O rder 1980* was made on 28 M arch 1980 with 
a view to its being presented to  Parliam ent on 9 April. I t is designed 
to implement the EEC P lant H ealth  Directive o f 1976 (as amended).

(b) Domestic C o n tro ls -The Tree Pests (G reat Britain) Order** was also 
made on 28 M arch 1980 to be laid before Parliam ent on 9 April. It 
seeks powers to  com bat non-indigenous tree pests and diseases which, 
despite the im port controls, m ight secure a foothold in Britain.

Further details o f these Orders are given in paragraphs 139 -  143.

* This O rder came in to  operation on 1 M ay 1980 as SI 1980/449.

** This O rder came in to  operation  on 1 M ay 1980 as SI 1980/450.
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122. Forestry Commission Byelaws -  W ork continues on the preparation o f  a 
composite set o f Byelaws to  cover all Com mission land including the Forest o f 
Dean, the New Forest, W estonbirt A rboretum  and Bedgebury Pinetum , which 
a t present have separate Byelaws. They are expected to  be laid before Parliam ent 
soon.

Forestry and Farming
123. We referred in our last R eport to the intention to  set up a W orking Party 
under the auspices o f the D epartm ent o f  Agriculture and Fisheries for Scotland 
to look into the scope for small-scale integration o f  forestry and farm ing in 
Scotland. The W orking Party met in N ovem ber 1979 and there were indications 
tha t the N ational Farm ers’ U nion o f  Scotland, the Scottish W oodland Owners 
Association and the Scottish Landow ners’ Federation were by and  large content 
that the procedures for dealing with approval for grant-aid under the Basis III 
D edication Scheme and the increasing dialogue between the interested parties 
were leading to  forestry and agriculture being better integrated, bo th  a t small- 
scale and national level. Nevertheless, it appeared tha t small-scale integration 
was no t actually taking place to  the extent th a t it might, largely because farm ers 
were simply unfam iliar with forestry and  did no t see any obvious benefits from  
planting trees themselves. This conclusion would seem to indicate a need for the 
closer integration o f education for forestry and agriculture a t all levels, and  we 
have subsequently made renewed contacts w ith the Scottish A gricultural 
Colleges in this connection.

124. A lthough much has been said and w ritten on the subject o f  the integration 
o f forestry and farming, we have been conscious for some tim e o f the lack o f 
any quantitative assessment o f the benefits accruing from  such schemes as are 
known to exist in various parts o f  the country. Early in 1979, we therefore com 
missioned the D epartm ent o f  Forestry and  N atural Resources a t Edinburgh 
University to  undertake an investigation into the economic interaction o f  forestry 
and agriculture on farms by means o f  a series o f  case studies th roughout 
Scotland and the N orth  o f  England. This research project has now been com 
pleted and the results are to  be published in due course by the East o f  Scotland 
College o f Agriculture in an effort to  reach a wider agricultural readership. We 
shall also be publishing shortly a selection o f  the papers given a t the 1979 British 
Association meeting on the general them e o f forestry and farm ing in upland 
Britain, as a further contribution to  the general debate on m aking the m ost o f 
Britain’s uplands.

Private Forestry
Planting Levels M aintained
125. We are glad to  report th a t the higher level o f  private planting recorded in
1978-79 has been m aintained. A  to tal o f  11,167 hectares o f  planting was grant- 
aided under the Com m ission’s schemes, o f  which 8,302 hectares were new 
planting (Table 3 o f  Appendix V III); in addition, it is estim ated th a t some 
500 hectares were planted w ithout grant-aid. The suggestion we m ade in our 
last R eport tha t the flow o f applications for entry to  the Basis III D edication 
Scheme would lead to a continuing upw ard trend in planting has no t yet 
materialised. F o r a variety o f  reasons it takes some time for owners’ intentions, 
as reflected in applications to  jo in  the scheme, to be translated into actual p lant
ing figures. I t also has to  be borne in m ind tha t our private planting statistics 
are based on the areas for which grants were paid during the year and relate, 
on average, to  planting done 12 m onths earlier. The 1979-80 figures will there
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fore include planting undertaken during the 1978-79 season which, like our own 
(paragraph 76), was delayed by the prolonged winter and severe spring. As far 
as applications to the Basis III scheme are concerned, 1979-80 proved to  be 
another record year; applications for some 30,500 hectares were approved 
(39 per cent m ore than last year) bringing the total area within the scheme to 
over 110,800 hectares.

Rayner Study
126. We have been concerned for some time about the need to  reduce the 
complexities and the cost o f  administering our grant-aid schemes and felling 
controls. We therefore welcomed the decision by Forestry M inisters that this 
should form  the subject o f a study under the auspices o f  Sir D erek Rayner. 
W ork began in January 1980 and the study report was due to  be in  the hands of 
M inisters within four months. In  the course o f the exercise views were sought 
from  a wide cross-section o f interested bodies, both in the public and the 
private sectors.

Research and Development
127. A full account o f  the wide range o f  work carried out or grant-aided is 
given in the Commission’s R eport on Forest Research published each autum n. 
The paragraphs below represent a small selection o f  items o f general interest.

Seed Supplies
128. In  paragraph 78 we referred to our success in collecting Lodgepole pine 
seeds from  British Columbia. In  general, however, it is becoming increasingly 
difficult to obtain seed o f required provenances o f  our main conifers from their 
countries o f  origin. We are therefore placing greater emphasis on the develop
m ent o f seed orchards and collections from  registered stands in this country. 
Additional clonal seed orchards o f Sitka spruce and seedling Lodgepole pine 
orchards have been established, and the first stage o f a new hybrid larch orchard 
has been planted. F urther seed stands have also been added to the N ational 
Register.

129. When seed is scarce and expensive it becomes doubly necessary to make 
the best use o f available supplies. Experiments have therefore continued to 
improve germination and seedling yields by pre-chilling and other ways of 
breaking seed dormancy, and by the use o f better seed-bed covers and of 
irrigation o f the nursery beds.

Alternative Species
130. A study o f various species and origins of Nothofagus is now well advanced 
and available inform ation has been summarised in Forest Record 122 (Notho
fagus in Britain by G Tuley). The performance o f  Eucalyptus spp. in Britain has 
also been reviewed, and various exotic alders are the subject o f a preliminary 
study. In upland experiments, some origins o f Picea engelmannii have shown 
growth which compares favourably with tha t o f Sitka spruce, while a hybrid 
between Sitka and W hite spruce is showing good early growth in acid peatland 
in northern Scotland. Studies on Pin us radiata and P. muricata, two fast-growing 
pines for possible use in lowland forests, have continued, and inform ation is 
accumulating on the growth and winter hardiness o f a num ber o f origins of 
these species.
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Windthrow
131. Over substantial upland areas w indthrow  is the m ost serious hazard  faced 
by the forester. Topographical m odelling and  wind-tunnel testing in  conjunction 
with anem om eter recordings have been started a t G lentress F orest in con
nection with the extension o f w indthrow -hazard classification. New m ethods of 
cultivation to improve long-term stability are also being tested in parallel with 
research on physiological factors governing roo t developm ent in spruce and pine.

Reclamation o f  Derelict Land
132. The soil on derelict land is often too  com pacted for trees to  be established; 
in some cases no topsoil is present and m ost trees planted grow slowly due to 
nitrogen deficiency. Equipm ent and m ethods are being developed to  increase 
relief by ridge forming and to  loosen and drain com pacted soils. Trials are also 
being set up using various herbaceous and shrubby legumes as undercrops or 
pioneers, which it is hoped will contribute nitrogen on these impoverished sites.

Pheromones and Other A ttractants in the Control o f  Insect Pests
133. Insects are commonly attracted by chemicals know n as pherom ones 
produced by their own males and females, and sometimes by m aterials produced 
by their host plants. Applied entom ologists are interested in these chemicals as 
possible aids in m onitoring pest populations and ultimately, perhaps, as elements 
in integrated m ethods o f pest control. Studies are therefore being made w ith the 
University o f Southam pton o f chemicals which attrac t the pine sawfly Neodiprion 
sertifer and the Pine beauty m oth Panolis flammea. In the case o f the latter, 
pherom one traps have been used in an experimental population m onitoring 
scheme. Similar work on a pherom one which attracts the Elm bark  beetle 
Scolytus scolytus is being undertaken in collaboration with the A gricultural 
Research Council’s Unit o f  Invertebrate Chemistry and Physiology at the 
University o f Sussex.

Wildlife
134. Inaccurate statem ents are often made about the bird populations o f  conifer 
forests. We have therefore begun a study into the birds associated with afforested 
and restocked areas. M ethods o f forest m anagem ent to  conserve rare reptiles 
and am phibia are also being investigated, and a survey is being made o f potential 
sand lizard and sm ooth snake sites in a  forest in south-west England.

Research Contracts
135. W ork has continued according to  plan on the arboricultural projects 
commissioned by the D epartm ent o f the Environm ent. These include studies on 
the establishment and m aintenance o f trees on difficult sites and  on the pathology 
o f amenity trees. The enquiries answered by our A rboricultural Advisory Service 
increased by over a third during the year -  from  1497 in 1978 to  2045 in 1979 -  
reflecting the growing public interest and concern for trees in towns.

136. A preliminary review o f the problem s o f planting deep-mining spoil heaps 
was completed for the D epartm ent during the year and the results are being 
published. The first stage o f an investigation into the production o f  biomass for 
energy from short ro tation  broadleaved coppice was also completed for the 
D epartm ent o f  Energy.

IUFRO Executive Board M eeting
137. The Executive Board o f  the In ternational U nion o f  Forest Research 
Organisations (IU FR O ) held their 1979 meeting in Edinburgh a t the invitation 
o f the D irector General. The Board, which is the governing body o f IU FR O , is
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composed o f em inent forest research scientists from 18 countries and headed by 
Professor D r W  Liese o f  W est Germ any, the current President o f IU FR O . Their 
presence in Scotland provided a valuable opportunity to  exchange views on 
British forestry and forest research. After completing their business meetings in 
Edinburgh, the Board members were shown current research a t our N orthern 
Research Station and forests and research areas in West and N orth  Scotland 
Conservancies. Their tour also included a visit arranged by the University of 
Aberdeen to  the G lentanar native pinewoods.

British Association M eeting
138. The latest developments in the design o f upland forests were presented to 
the 1979 meeting o f the British Association for the Advancement o f  Science at 
H eriot-W att University in Edinburgh. The design o f forests to balance, integrate 
and maximise industrial wood production, the enhancement o f  landscapes, 
public recreation and wildlife conservation is much more advanced than 
generally realised and was the theme common to a series o f  specialised papers. 
The needs and potentials for development and for collaborative land use by 
forestry and agriculture in the uplands were presented jointly by the Forestry 
and Agriculture sections o f the Association.

Plant Health
New Controls
139. M ention has already been made in paragraph 121 o f the two new plant 
health Orders that we were about to  present to Parliam ent a t the end o f  the year 
under report. The first o f these, the Im port and Export o f  Trees, W ood and 
Bark (Health) (G reat Britain) Order will implement the EEC Plant H ealth 
Directive o f 1976, which has been the subject o f further negotiations in Brussels 
and was amended by two further Directives in M arch 1980. So far as wood is 
concerned, the terms o f the Directive were largely anticipated by the Im portation 
of W ood and Bark (Prohibition) (G reat Britain) O rder 1977 (SI 1977/901). As 
regards tree plants, the Directive relaxes the rules contained in the Im portation 
of Forest Trees (Prohibition) (G reat Britain) O rder 1965 (SI 1965/2121) by 
allowing imports o f tree plants from European countries. The new Order will 
contain control measures over plants, wood and isolated bark o f a wide range 
of genera, the particular requirements varying according to the area from which 
they are exported and the degree o f risk entailed. By means o f a closer definition 
o f ‘wood’, specific control will be provided for dunnage, pallets and containers 
using wood o f the controlled genera. The problems o f dealing effectively with 
these materials are formidable, however, and we shall be concentrating for the 
time being on ensuring as far as practicable that they are bark  free.

140. O f special concern are the controls in respect o f oak wood from  N orth 
America because o f oak wilt, which is known to occur only in the USA. As we 
explained in our last R eport, the possibility o f  transmission o f  this disease on 
sawn wood is considered by pathologists both in Britain and America to be 
extremely remote. The bark, which attracts the beetle vectors, is the source of 
risk, and the Order will call for bark to be completely removed before shipm ent; 
in addition the wood will have to  be further treated by one o f three options -  
complete squaring (i.e. removing all o f the wane), or drying to prescribed limits, 
or disinfection by ho t water o r hot air. The wood will also have to  be accom
panied by a plant health certificate confirming tha t the requirements have been 
carried out. The EEC has plans for a jo in t program m e o f further research on 
oak wilt this year and we shall participate.
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141. The Commission has inspectors th roughout the country who are con
cerned with im ports o f wood and bark. They are supported by scientists o f  our 
Research and Developm ent Division, and their activities are co-ordinated by the 
P lant H ealth Officer, a new post we created in September 1979. Inspections o f 
tree plants are undertaken by plant health inspectors o f  the A gricultural 
D epartm ents on the Com mission’s behalf. Physical inspections o f im ports are 
an im portant aspect o f frontier p lant health  controls, bu t since resources do no t 
allow all im ports to be examined we have to be selective and concentrate efforts 
where the risk is greatest. The first lines o f  defence are the Custom s officials, 
who ensure that consignments are accom panied by any necessary docum entation. 
G ood working relationships have been built up between Com mission inspectors 
and Custom s officials, who immediately notify inspectors o f  incorrectly docu
mented consignments and o f  any irregularity they notice such as the presence of 
bark. They also advise our inspectors o f  all im ports o f  unm anufactured N orth  
American oak, and we aim  to inspect each consignment.

142. The controls are not, however, simply a m atter for the authorities. Every
one concerned with the im port o f  plants and p lan t products has a responsibility 
to  ensure compliance, and efforts are being m ade to  obtain the co-operation o f 
those concerned in the trade and, where possible, o f  shippers abroad. For 
example, good progress in this direction has been m ade with im porters and 
exporters o f oak originating in the USA, particularly for the whisky industry, 
and this approach will be developed.

143. The second new O rder to  be laid before Parliam ent is the Tree Pests 
(G reat Britain) Order which is designed to m eet the situation where, despite 
im port controls, a non-indigenous pest arrives in this country and establishes a 
foothold requiring remedial action. This O rder seeks new powers o f  two kinds. 
First, as in parallel Agricultural Orders, the Commission will be enabled to 
order owners o f  trees or wood infected by a non-indigenous tree pest to  take 
action to kill the pest by destroying or otherwise treating the host material within 
a specified period; if  the owner fails to do so, we shall be empowered to enter 
the land and remedy the default a t the ow ner’s expense. In  addition, our inspectors 
will be empowered to  enter premises to  take action to  destroy or otherwise trea t 
infected trees or wood a t Com mission expense, ra ther than  to delay by serving 
a notice on the owner requiring him to do it. We envisage th a t this urgent action 
would be needed, for example, to  deal w ith an outbreak o f  oak wilt.

Dutch Elm Disease
144. During 1979 D utch elm disease continued to  spread in many parts o f  the 
country. However, losses were lower than  in 1978 in certain areas, notably in 
parts o f Scotland. The cool, wet sum m er experienced in northern Britain may 
have contributed to  this reduction, while the controls exercised by some local 
authorities will also have had an influence.

145. A fter assessing the situation in the country as a whole, we have recom 
mended that the strategy we have advocated over the past year to  local 
authorities actively engaged in disease control should be continued, bu t with 
more selectivity than in the past in order to  m ake the best use o f available 
resources o f  m anpower and finance by concentrating them  where they will have 
m ost effect. The circumstances in which selective action may be appropriate are 
in towns or m etropolitan areas where disease levels are low, and where there is 
clear m erit on amenity grounds in pursuing a policy o f  sanitation felling, and 
in the countryside where an im portant elm population is geographically isolated,
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the disease level is low, and there is a real prospect o f significantly slowing down 
its spread if  control measures are continued. Because the spread o f  the disease 
has slowed down, we have decided not to  make any changes in the coming year 
to the boundary o f the heavily affected area (that is the area where disease levels 
are such tha t controls are no longer appropriate) for the purposes o f our two 
D utch Elm Disease Orders. We shall continue to  control the movement o f elm 
tim ber within areas lightly affected by the disease, by issuing movement licences 
which take account o f local needs within the fram ework o f the recommended 
strategy.

146. O ur research on aspects o f  the disease is continuing, some o f it under an 
EEC programme. As part o f this program m e, the Commission recently carried 
ou t an experimental planting o f a num ber o f varieties o f elm selected in the 
Netherlands or N orth  America for their resistant qualities; the same varieties 
were also being planted in other EEC countries.

Education and Training
147. We reduced the num ber o f courses run by our Education and Training 
Branch during the year in order to  secure m anpower economies -  mainly internal 
courses, and particularly those a t our H Q  training centre. O ur existing commit
m ents to  the private forestry sector and  other organisations were, however, 
m aintained. We shall be keeping the level and content o f  courses, both  for our 
own employees and for outside bodies, under review to ensure that staff resources 
are concentrated in the areas o f  highest priority. During the year, for example, 
we expanded our internal training program m e for chainsaw operators in response 
to  an increase in the dem and for small roundwood. We have also revised our 
Instructors’ Chainsaw M anual, which has been favourably received both  within 
and outside the Commission.

148. W ork has continued in conjunction with the Industrial Training Research 
U nit a t Cambridge on the m easurem ent o f job  attitudes. A  questionnaire 
prepared by the U nit has been given to  a  wide variety o f employees in the public 
and  private sectors o f the forest industry. We hope th a t from the answers a 
num ber o f ‘jo b  profiles’ can be prepared which will be o f value to  young persons 
enquiring about a career in forestry.

149. Considerable progress has been made in the development o f job-related 
aptitude tests designed to assess suitability for training. There has been an 
encouraging correlation between the test results and performance under training, 
and the Education and Training Branch is now able to  offer a testing service 
which enables field managers to select, as chainsaw operators, those with most 
potential. The development o f tests for operators o f harvesting machinery is 
well advanced.

150. Commission staff have assisted in the design o f a new forestry diploma 
course which is being developed in Scotland. The diplom a will be obtainable 
either by part-tim e study or by means o f  a full-time sandwich course.

Public Relations
151. The Commission’s 60th Anniversary attracted good coverage from 
national and local newspapers, BBC and independent television and a wide range 
o f  local radio stations. The basic ‘press k it’ issued by our Inform ation Branch 
was used by a num ber o f newspapers as the basis o f special forestry supplements.
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The other m ajor item o f press interest was the continuing controversy over the 
use o f the herbicide 2,4,5-T. Allegations abou t the harm ful effects on hum ans 
and animals o f this substance drew extensive coverage for several m onths in 
newspapers and on radio and television.

152. The continuing high level o f general interest in forestry was typified by
5,000 individual requests from  schools for assistance w ith educational projects 
and by a steadily increasing num ber o f  approaches from  education authorities 
seeking our co-operation in the production o f  teaching aids covering bo th  the 
nature conservation and commercial aspects o f forestry. We were closely 
involved in the preparation o f  two m ajor television docum entaries, H orizon’s 
Treasury o f  Trees and, in the W orld A bout Us series, Highland Story.

Finance
153. The statem ent o f  expenditure on Forestry A uthority services, together with 
notes and explanations, appears a t Table 2 o f Appendix VII.
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Appendix I 
Committees

National Committees
The membership o f these Com mittees at 31 M arch 1980 was as follows:

Ijivluntl

Sir R alph Verney, Bt. (Chairman), M r J. L. Benson, M ajor D . J. C. D avenport, M r D . R. 
Hicklin, M r P. H . L. Hills, M r J. N . Kennedy. Secretary to the C om m ittee: M r J. R . W allace. 
The Com mittee met in April and Decem ber 1979.

Scotland
Capt. D . S. Bowser (Chairman), L t.-Col. A. E. C am eron, M r D . A. M ithen, M r J. D . Pollock, 
M r W illiam W olfe, C apt. J. M. A. Yerburgh. Secretary to the Committee: M r D . J. G oddard . 
The Com m ittee met in April, June and N ovem ber 1979.

Wales
Lord G ibson-W att (Chairman), M r R . T. Bradley, M r B. Davies, M r D. Davies, M r T. O. 
Lewis, M r J. W. L. Zehetm ayr. Secretary to the Committee: M r E. G . Owen. The Com mittee 
met in October 1979.

Regional Advisory Committees
The mem bership of the Com mittees a t 31 M arch 1980 was as follows:
EN G LA N D

North- West Conservancy
M r J. L. Benson (Chairman), M r G. Price Bowring, M r J. E. Croasdale, R t. H on. The Lord 
Forester, M r E. M. H art, M r F. G . Hum phreys, The Earl o f Lonsdale, M r A. H. Unsw orth, 
Mr R. W ard. Secretary to the Committee: M r D . P. Pringle. The Com m ittee met in M ay and 
September 1979.

North-East Conservancy
M r J. Brocklebank (Chairman), M r F. M. Berthele, M r M. J. M. Bliss, M r P. O. R. Bridgeman, 
Mr J. M. Coatsw orth, M r M. L. R ichardson, M r G. F . Stevenson, M r J. C. R . Trevelyan, 
M ajor P. B. W alker. Secretary to the Comm ittee: M r D. L. Hendry. The Com m ittee met in 
June 1979.

East Conservancy
Mr W. E. Lane (Chairman), M ajor G . K. Agnew, M r R . W. R. Browning, M r W. H . Darling, 
M ajor A. G . N . H adden-Paton, M r F. J. M assey, M r P. H . Peck, M r J. K . R oyston, M r R . C. 
Steele. Secretary to the Committee: M r W. O. W ittering. The Com m ittee met in September 
1979 and M arch 1980.

South-East Conservancy
M r P. H. L. Hills (Chairman), M r T. J. D aniel, Viscount Falm outh , D r W. P. K. Findlay, 
M r D . T. H odson, M r H . M ackw orth-Praed, M r A. G . Porter, M r J. H. Stenning, M r B. T. 
Tom psetl. Secretary to the Committee: M r B. Tipping. The Com m ittee met in October 1979.

South-W est Conservancy
M ajor D. J. C. D avenport (Chairman), M r W. H. Denniss, M r L. S. W. H ow ard, M r R. M. 
M oody, M r M. R oper, M r R . F . W organ, M r J. H . B. W orkm an, D r T. W. W right, M r G . C. 
W yndham . Secretary to the Committee: M r J. E. Taylor. The Com m ittee met in M ay and 
O ctober 1979.
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S C O T L A N D  
North Conservancy
Lt.-Col. A. E. Cam eron (Chairman), M r Ew an J. Brodie, M r J. Evans, M r A . N . S. K innear, 
M r G . G . Lyon, M ajor A. M cCall, M r H . D . Skinner, C apt. R . W . K . Stirling, M r A. F . F. 
W illiam son. Secretary to the Comm ittee: M r 1 .  S. B. M acbeath. T he C om m ittee m et in  May 
and O ctober 1979.

East Conservancy
D r Jean B alfour (Chairman), The Viscount o f  A rbu thno tt, M r G . W. Christie, M r G. 
C ruickshank, M r N . G ordon-Sm ith, M r T . B ruce Jones, M r D . F . Ogilvie, M ajor R . N . Jard ine 
Paterson, M r J. G . Scalley. Secretary to the Comm ittee: M r E. G . R oberts. T he Com m ittee 
met in M ay and N ovem ber 1979.

South Conservancy
C apt. J. M. A. Y erburgh (Chairman), M r J. H u n te r Blair, M r D . Bridges, M r H . Craw ford, 
M r T . Y. G ibson, A dm iral Sir Nigel H enderson, F a th e r M . Lynch, M r R . A. M cClym ont, 
C apt. J. G . M ilne-H om e. Secretary to the C om m ittee: M r R . B. Stew art. T he Com m ittee met 
in April and O ctober 1979.

W est Conservancy
M r W illiam  W olfe (Chairman), M r D . B rierton, M r T . Doyle, M r G . F arquharson , M r A. 
Flem ing, C apt. W. F . E. Forbes, C apt. P. L. M ackie-Cam pbell, M r S. A . J. O ldham , M r T. 
Smith. Secretary to the Comm ittee: M r F . S. H enderson. The C om m ittee m et in M ay and 
O ctober 1979.

W A L E S

North Conservancy
M r T . H . Owen (Chairman), M r F. C. Best, M r N . H . G ore, M r J. M . H arrop , M r R . ap 
Sim on Jones, M r D . R . L. Keogh, M r V. L loyd, C apt. D . Y. F . M yddelton, M ajor P. C. 
O rm rod. Secretary to the Comm ittee: M r G . H . Bowers. T he Com m ittee m et in M ay and 
O ctober 1979.

South Conservancy
M r H . L . K night (Chairman), M r E. B artlett, M r C. J. S. B urd, M r A . J. Llewellyn, M r M . A. 
M cLaggan, M r S. K . Neale, M r R . G . Thom as, M rs D . W almsley, M r R . H . W heelock. Secre
tary to the Comm ittee: M r R . R . Davies. T he Com m ittee m et in O ctober 1979.

Home Grown Timber Advisory Committee
The m em bership o f the Com m ittee a t 31 M arch  1980 was as follows:

Sir G oronw y H opkin  D aniel (Chairman) *M r J. D . W . Janes 
M r W. J. A lsford M r H . J. Keys

♦D r R . H . Best ♦M r W . E. Lane
M r A. J. Brownlie +M r R . J. Lennox
The H o n  Jam es Bruce T he E arl o f  Lonsdale
M r J. G . M. D aw son M r J. E. M cD onald
L ord D ulverton 4M r A . Mills
M r C. G . Ellwood ♦M r R . Pierson
M r A. B. L. M unro Ferguson M r J. V. Pom eroy
H on. J. M. G . G albraith  M r H . R ichardson
M r J. Glegg ♦Professor C. J. T aylor
M r R . M . H arley M r R . N . J. W atson

♦Independent M em bers Secretary: M r W . G . W illiam son
W ith the exception o f the independent m em bers the m em bership was draw n from  

nom inations received from  the following bodies: T im ber G row ers’ O rganisation  L td ., Scottish 
W oodland Owners Association L td ., H om e T im ber M erchants’ A ssociation o f  England and 
W ales, H om e Tim ber M erchants’ A ssociation o f Scotland, N ationa l C oal B oard , T im ber 
T rade Federation  o f the U nited K ingdom , B ritish  W ood C hipboard  M anufacturers’ Associa
tion, A ssociation o f U nited K ingdom  W ood Pulp Producers, T im ber Research and 
Developm ent A ssociation Ltd.

T he Com m ittee m et in June, Septem ber and  D ecem ber 1979 and M arch 1980. The Annual 
R eport o f  the Com m ittee is a t A ppendix II, page 46.
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The C hairm an, the D irector General, the three full-time Commissioners and the Secretary 
o f the Com mission were present during meetings o f the Com m ittee. Part-tim e Commissioners 
and assessors from  the D epartm ent o f  A griculture and Fisheries fo r Scotland, the D epartm ent 
o f  the Environm ent, the D epartm ent o f Industry  and the Princes R isborough Laboratory  
(DO E) also attended one o r m ore meetings o f the  Com mittee.

Technical Sub-Committee of the Home Grown Timber Advisory Committee
T he m em bership o f the Com m ittee a t 31 M arch 1980 was as follows:

T im ber Research and  Developm ent A ssociation L td. (Chairman 
o f  the Sub-Committee)

J Tim ber G row ers’ O rganisation Ltd.

Scottish W oodland Owners A ssociation Ltd.

|  H om e Tim ber M erchants’ A ssociation o f England and W ales

H om e Tim ber M erchants’ Association o f Scotland

M r H . R ichardson

M r A. E. A itkens 
M ajor P. C. O rm rod 
M r D . B. Crawford 
M r J. R . M aeer 
M r R . J. Tilley 
M r T. S. Smith 
M r J. E . M cD onald 
M r J. H enderson Institu te  o f Foresters o f  G reat Britain
M r A. R . Powell A ssociation o f Professional Foresters
Col. D . A. Campbell R oyal Institu tion  o f Chartered Surveyors
M r P. R . W illan A ssociation o f U nited K ingdom  W ood Pulp Producers
M r T. D . S titt N ational Coal B oard
M r A. O ’C onnor B ritish W ood C hipboard  M anufacturers’ Association

Secretary: M r J. R . A aron.
T he Sub-Com m ittee m et in April, June and Septem ber 1979 and January  1980. The Annual 
Progress R eport o f  the Sub-Com m ittee is a t Appendix II, page 47.

Advisory Committee on Forest Research
A t 31 M arch 1980 the m em bership o f the Com m ittee was as follows: 
Professor P. F . W areing (Chairman)
M r J. D . Brazier 
Professor J. P. M. B renan 
D r J. P. D em pster 
Professor J. M . H irst

Professor J. P. H udson 
Professor J. D . M atthews 
Professor M . E. D . Poore 
Professor L. Roche 
Professor T . S. West

T he Com m ittee m et in  Decem ber 1979.
Secretary: M r J. E. Applegate.
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Appendix II 
Home Grown Timber Advisory Committee: 
Annual Report for the year ended 
31 March 1980

During the year the Com m ittee continued to pay close a tten tion  to  the state  o f the chipboard 
industry and welcomed the im provem ent in its trading position. I t  was reported  to  the Decem ber 
1979 m eeting th a t to ta l hom e consum ption in 1979 was expected to  have increased by a t least 
12 per cent over the 1978 figure and that the  U K  mills’ share o f this m arket had increased at 
O ctober 1979 to  31 per cent. However, increasing costs and  the effects o f the continuing 
strengthening o f the £ and o f raw  m aterial shortages rem ained m atters o f  concern.

The Com m ittee followed closely developm ents a t the Scottish Pulp and Paper Mill a t F o rt 
W illiam. I t  was reported at the M arch 1980 m eeting that, following a  year o f investigatory w ork, 
W iggins Teape L td and C onsolidated B athurst L td o f M ontreal, C anada were preparing de
tailed proposals fo r the production o f new sprint from  British wood to  replace the existing 
chemical pulpmill.

The Decem ber 1979 m eeting learned with d isappointm ent o f the rejection by Forestry 
M inisters o f the Com m ittee’s case fo r grants fo r the purchase o f forest harvesting m achinery, 
and it was agreed a t the following m eeting th a t the original W orking G roup  on  the future o f 
harvesting should be reconvened with M r R ichardson  as C hairm an to  consider the im plications 
o f the M inisterial decision and report back to  the m ain Com m ittee.

The integration of farm ing and  forestry was ano ther subject to  which the  Com m ittee gave 
its a tten tion  during the year and it was inform ed o f a  series o f case studies undertaken by 
E dinburgh University which would be published by the East o f Scotland College o f Agriculture. 
It was generally agreed by the Com m ittee that it would be difficult to  secure the co-operation  
o f farm ers w ithout the involvem ent o f the A gricultural A dvisory Services and the agricultural 
educational establishm ents, but that efforts to achieve better integration  o f land use between 
im proved sheep farm ing and forestry should be reinforced. It was felt th a t additional en
couragem ent for farm ers to  go in for forestry should preferably be by way o f sm all scale and 
adm inistratively simple schemes.

The report by the Reading Centre for A gricultural Strategy on A Strategy fo r  the UK Forest 
Industry was given initial consideration a t the M arch 1980 meeting. I t  was welcomed as giving 
au thoritative support for the case fo r fu rth er forestry expansion m ade ou t in the Forestry  
Com m ission’s W orking Party  report on The W ood Production Outlook in Britain, which the 
Com m ittee considered in 1978.

R egular reports have been m ade to the Com m ittee on developm ents in  p lant health , including 
m easures to  com bat D utch elm  disease. A lthough  losses had been lower than  in  past years, 
elm  disease was continuing to  spread and the  Com m ittee supported  the em phasis placed by 
the Forestry Com m ission on selective san ita tion  felling in lightly affected areas. The Com m ittee 
was also consulted on  the am ending O rders to  the  D utch  E lm  D isease (Local A uthorities) 
O rder 1977 and the D utch E lm  D isease (R estriction  on  M ovem ent o f  Elm s) O rder 1977 which 
cam e into operation  on  11 July 1979 and altered the list o f  local authorities to  which the first 
nam ed O rder applies and the list o f areas from  which the m ovem ent o f  elm  is restricted.

The Com m ittee were inform ed of steps being taken  to  com bat non-indigenous tree pests and 
diseases and received regular reports on  the consultations taking place in Brussels in connection 
w ith oak wilt. The Com m ittee were glad to  learn  a t the M arch 1980 m eeting th a t two Orders 
w ould come into operation on  1 M ay 1980 -  one to implement the E E C  Plant H ealth  D irective 
on the im port and export o f  trees, wood and b a rk  and  the o ther to  contro l any non-indigenous 
tree pests which m ight gain a  foothold  in  G rea t B ritain  despite im port controls. I t  was ex
plained that m uch o f the w ork leading up to  the  im plem entation o f the P lant H ealth  D irective, 
in which the U K  had played a  leading role, h ad  been concerned with safeguards on  the im port 
o f  N o rth  Am erican oak  and th a t an  effort was also being m ade in the O rder to  in troduce a
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degree o f contro l over the im port o f dunnage wood. The Com m ittee asked the Forestry Com 
mission to  look a t the possibility o f com pensating owners for the costs involved in dealing 
with diseased trees where the action had been taken  under the term s o f a statu tory  notice.

The Com m ittee were consulted on  the Forestry  (Felling o f  Trees) R egulations 1979 and the 
Forestry (Exceptions from  R estriction o f Felling) Regulations 1979 which cam e into operation 
on 9 August 1979 and revoked and re-enacted previous O rders relating to  felling licences and 
directions.

Am ong other issues discussed during the year were the Technical Sub-Com m ittee’s recom 
m endations on  a  num ber o f  topics chosen fo r further study in  the light o f the report on  The 
W ood Production Outlook in Britain. The Com m ittee also considered the report o f a  working 
group on  alternative m arkets fo r poplar.

T hroughout the year the Supply and D em and Sub-Com m ittee and the Technical Sub- 
Com m ittee m ade regular reports. A report on  the work o f the latter is sum m arised below.

Annual Progress Report of the Technical Sub-Committee of the Home Grown 
Timber Advisory Committee for the Year ended 31 March 1980

The Working Parly on the Future o f  Harvesting
1. In  accordance with a  recom m endation o f  this W orking Party, a  m em ber o f the Association 
o f Professional Foresters was nom inated to  the Sub-Com m ittee on  a  trial basis to  represent 
the interests o f forest m achinery suppliers.

Terms o f  Reference
2. The revised term s of reference approved by the m ain Com mittee during the previous year 
cam e into effect on  15 June 1979.

A d  Hoc Group on Alternative M arkets fo r  Poplar
3. A fter two further meetings the G roup  presented its final report to  the Sub-Com m ittee in 
January  1980; it was forw arded to  the m ain Com m ittee for consideration in M arch 1980.

Working Party on Current and Future Uses fo r  Hardwoods
4. The W orking Party subm itted its report in Septem ber 1979 and it was still under dis
cussion by the Sub-Com m ittee a t the end o f the  year.

Joint Building Research Establishment/Forestry Commission Programme o f  
Research
5. T he proposals fo r next year’s program m e were reviewed. The Sub-Com m ittee recom 
mended that work should be concentrated on  the effect o f tree spacing on wood properties, 
as it regarded the project on  the effect o f fertilisers o f  less immediate im portance.

The Wood Production Outlook in Britain
6. M any organisations had offered views on this docum ent and 15 subjects had been identified 
as requiring further study. A t the request o f  the H G TA C , the Sub-Com m ittee allocated 
priorities to these subjects and proposed m ethods o f investigation.

Wood Poles fo r  Overhead Lines
7. The Sub-Com m ittee m onitored the w ork being carried out jo intly  by the Forestry Com 
mission, the Electricity Council and others on  the  possible use o f spruce fo r power transm ission 
poles. The final results were no t available by the  end o f the year, but the strength tests and 
som e aspects o f the preservation trials were encouraging.

Working Party on Softwood Sawmilling
8. The W orking Party was convened to  consider all aspects o f  softwood sawmilling and to 
m ake recom m endations on areas found  to  require fu rther study. The first meeting was held in 
January  1980.

Discrimination against British Wood
9. The Sub-Com m ittee discussed a num ber o f  cases where discrim ination against the use o f 
British wood had been reported. These included use for pallets, packing cases and building.
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Nailing o f  Softwood Pallet Blocks
10. D ue  to  the reduced availability o f  elm  fo r pallet m anufacture, the Sub-Com m ittee 
m onitored a study at the T im ber R esearch and  D evelopm ent A ssociation’s laboratory  
organised by the H om e T im ber M erchants’ Associations and  the  T im ber Packaging and 
Pallet C onfederation to test the suitability o f alternative species fo r pallets. T he final results 
o f  the study were still awaited a t the end o f th e  year.

Harvesting
11. The Sub-Com m ittee considered two situation  reports by the Forestry  C om m ission’s W ork 
Study Branch. These reports covered m odifications to  the  Sifer SS103 and SS103B processors, 
trials o f the H usqvarna SP26 processor head fitted to  the G rem o TT12 forw arder, and tests on 
the K ockum s GP822 thinning processor. The M assey-Ferguson 1200 was m odified to  a  skidder, 
as was the Bray T100 chassis, and tests carried  ou t o n  the R oadless ‘Logm aster’ skidder. 
Trials were also conducted on  the Sifer K F40, the M ini B runnett 575 and the G rem o T T8H  
forwarders. F ron t-end  loaders were considered and trials com pleted on  the Bray 358TL and 
the Volvo 4300. R eports on  C hokers and C hokering, A id T ools fo r C hainsaw  W orkers, and 
S tandard  Tim etables were being com pleted fo r publication.

Safety
12. T he Sub-Com m ittee received oral reports on  the  w ork o f the  Forestry  Safety Council. 
They noted  that the individual and squad first-aid kits approved by the C ouncil were now 
available.

Utilisation
13. The Sub-Com m ittee considered and  approved the revision o f  F orest R ecord  19 The 
Production o f  W ood Charcoal in Great Britain, last published in 1969. I t  was no ted  th a t retail 
sales o f bark had reached the level o f £1 m illion per annum .

E E C  M atters
14. The Sub-Com m ittee reviewed the draft directive o n  W ood in the R ough. A  survey o f the 
pa tte rn  o f  oak im ports from  N o rth  Am erica, undertaken  by the Forestry  Com m ission as part 
o f its assessment o f  the potential risks o f in troducing oak wilt from  the U nited  States, was 
noted.
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Appendix III 
Forestry Training Council 
Annual Report for the year ended 
31 March 1980

In  this its eighth full year, the Council m et in E dinburgh at Forestry  Com mission H eadquarters 
on  7 June 1979 and 6 M arch 1980, and in L ondon  on 18 O ctober 1979. Lord N o rton , who had 
represented the T im ber G row ers’ O rganisation since the Council was form ed, retired during 
the year and his place was taken by M ajor G eneral T. A. R ichardson. M r M . M cBride took 
the place o f M rs M. E. G ranshaw  as an  assessor for the D epartm ent o f Education  and Science. 
The M anagem ent Com m ittee o f  the Forestry  T raining Council met three times during the 
year, on 7 June and 18 O ctober 1979 and 6 M arch 1980.

Statistics were again assembled on  the quan tity  o f training activity. T he num ber o f a tten
dances on  courses leading to nationally recognised craft qualifications was virtually the same 
as in the previous year bu t there was an  increase in attendances on  courses leading to super
visory and m anagerial qualifications (Table 1).

Table 1

Attendance on courses fo r  Recognised Craft, Supervisory and 
M anagerial Qualifications in 1978-79 and 1979-80

1978--79 1979--80
N um ber o f N um ber o f

Courses G rade and Type Courses/Students C ourses/Students

City and G uilds 012 Stage 1 C raft (young workers)
D ay and Block Release 10 148 11 162

City and Guilds 012 Stage 2 C raft (adult workers)
Block Release 4 63 3 47

Totals for Craft Courses 14 211 14 209

O rdinary N ational D iplom a Supervisory
3-year Sandwich 1 84 1 91

Certificate in Supervisory
Studies Supervisory Block Release 2 17 3 44

City and G uilds 012 Stage 3 Supervisory Block Release 2 26 2 15
N ational D iplom a in Forestry M anagerial R esiden tial. . 2 12 2 10

T otals for Supervisory and M anagerial Courses . . 7 139 8 160

The English and W elsh Forestry T raining G roup  and the Scottish Forestry  T raining G roup 
again arranged short courses for the private sector, and the Forestry  Com m ission provided 
short courses fo r their own workforce. There was a  substantial increase over the previous year 
in the num ber o f trainee course days, particularly fo r forest workers (Table 2); the  increase in 
the private sector reflects increased availability, through the Council’s group training arrange
ments, o f courses to m eet dem and.
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T ab le  2

Attendance on Short Courses fo r  Forest W orkers, Supervisors and 
M anagers during 1978-79 and 1979-80

Source of 1978-79 1979-80
Level Participants Trainee C ourse D ays T rainee C ourse Days

Craft Private Forestry 2,524 2,996
Forestry  Com m ission . 9,401 12,575
Totals 11,925 15,571

Supervisory and Private Forestry 1,714 1,872
M anagerial Forestry Com mission . 2,377 2,331

Totals 4,091 4,203

T he courses and instructors fo r the private sector were provided by a  variety o f agencies 
including the Forest Industry  Centre a t Inverness, C um bria College o f A griculture and 
Forestry, M errist W ood A gricultural College, the  Forestry Com m ission, the University of 
Aberdeen, the Furn itu re  and T im ber Industry  T rain ing  B oard, Forestry  T rain ing  Associations 
and the W est o f  Scotland College o f A griculture. T he Council was pleased to  co-operate with 
the M anpow er Services Com m ission in arranging 12-week Short Industrial Courses in forestry 
for unemployed young people under the Y outh  O pportunities Program m e; three  such courses 
were held at Inverness Technical College and  one a t H ereford College o f A griculture.

T he M anpow er Services C om m ission continued to provide Key T rain ing  G ran t support to 
the Council to help it develop the G roup  T rain ing Scheme. The H ighlands and Islands Develop
m ent Board also provided som e financial help tow ards the costs o f  developing train ing  in the 
H ighlands. The English and W elsh Forestry  T rain ing  G roup  was placed during the year under 
the sam e adm inistrative arrangem ents as had  proved successful for the Scottish Forestry 
T raining G ro u p ; the result was added im petus and  a  strong dem and for skills training. Further 
progress tow ards financial self-sufficiency was m ade by the Scottish Forestry  T rain ing G roup , 
and the English and W elsh Forestry  T raining G ro u p  began its new m ethod o f operating with 
this requirem ent in mind.

Arrangem ents were m ade with the help o f the  M anpow er Services Com m ission for a  p ro 
fessional survey of m anpow er and training needs in the forestry industry, to be undertaken in 
England and W ales initially and then in Scotland.

Further discussions were held with the N ationa l Proficiency Tests Council with a view to 
the establishm ent o f  a proficiency testing scheme fo r forestry; there are now good prospects o f 
developm ent in this sphere.

T he Forestry  T raining Council worked closely with the Scottish Technical E ducation 
Council (SCOTEC) to develop syllabuses fo r courses leading to  qualifications a t Certificate 
and D iplom a level suited to the requirem ents o f the m odern  forestry industry. Close liaison 
was m aintained with the Technician E ducation  Council to  ensure eventual com parability  o f 
qualifications th roughout G reat B ritain . The F orestry  T rain ing  Council continued to  m ake 
grants to assist those who wished to  com plete City and  G uilds courses bu t were unable to 
obtain  financial support from  local education  authorities o r em ployers. D uring the year, 20 
aw ards were m ade under the Council’s G ran t A w ard Scheme.

The Forestry  T raining Council continued to w ork closely with the Forestry  Safety C ouncil. 
T he Council again records with pleasure the  willing co-operation  o f m any people and organi
sations, and particularly  th a t o f the Colleges providing courses in forestry, the Forestry 
Com mission, the private sector o f forestry an d  the Assessors.

Signed for the 
Forestry  T raining Council

John  D . M atthews 
Chairman

J. M cRitchie 
Secretary to the Council
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Members of the Forestry Training Council at 31 March 1980
Chairman
Professor J. D . M atthews 

Employer Members

C om m ander A .a 'C h r i d g e  ) Scottish W oodland ° wners Association I
M ajor G eneral T . A. R ichardson } _  T ,
M r P. J. D . D onnelly | T lm ber G row ers O rganisation Ltd.
M r M. P. Shapcott \  _
M r J. F . G oodw in \ Forestry Com mission
M r A. G . Phillips Association o f Professional Foresters

Employee Members 
M r H . Crawford I
M r A. Mills ) T ransport and General W orkers’ U nion
M r D . Keogh >
M r J. H . Hose
M r S. Neale 1 N ational U nion o f Agricultural and Allied W orkers
M r R . Pierson 
M r R . G . Braine Civil Service U nion

Education and Training Members
M r A. I. M acN ab 1 _  c  „ . ,
M r A. P. B. H am ilton  J Forestry E ducat,on- Scotland

M r R . M . K h r o y d  ) Forestry E ducation, England and Wales
M r J. Saddler Furn itu re  and T im ber Industry Training Board

Forestry Society, etc. Members
Professor C. J. Taylor Institute o f  Foresters o f G reat Britain
M r R . S. Carlaw  R oyal Scottish Forestry Society
M r R . R ow land R oyal Forestry  Society o f England, W ales and N orthern

Ireland
D r P. G . Biddle Standing Com m ittee for A rboricultural E ducation

Assessors
M r R . H . Nelson \ _ . . _ .  . _
M r r  N aylor I ^C0ttis*1 Education  D epartm ent

M r^ i^ M c B rid e 1 } D epartm ent o f E ducation and Science
M r P . 'r . Wells 1 . . _ . „
M r K  Holm es I M anpow er Services Com mission

Secretary
M r J. M cRitchie Forestry Com mission

Working Group on Forestry Qualifications
Professor C. J. T aylor (Chairman)
M r J. F . G oodw in 
M r R. H . Nelson 
D r T . W. M artin 
M r A. I. M acN ab 
M r R. G . Braine 
M r A. G . Pym an

Working Group on Grading o f  Craftsmen and Others in Forestry
M r P. J. D . Donnelly 
C om m ander A. G . Claridge 
M r J. F . G oodw in 
M r A. Mills 
M r R . G . Braine
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Appendix IV 
Forestry Safety Council 
Annual Report for the year ended 
31 March 1980

The Council m et twice during the year (M ay and N ovem ber 1979) an d  the Safety Guides 
Sub-Com m ittee held three meetings.

Forest Industry  Safety G uides dealing with the felling o f large broadleaved trees an d  with 
tree clim bing and pruning were published during  the  year; the latter guide was prepared  in 
co-operation with the A rboricultural A ssociation. Two fu rther guides concerned with 
extraction by forw arder and by cable crane will be available shortly. A  program m e o f revision 
o f earlier guides is well under way, three having already been reissued.

F u rth e r consideration was given to  d raft regulations relating to  the sale, use and  m ain
tenance o f petrol-driven chainsaws, and it was no ted  th a t the H ealth  and  Safety Executive 
intended to  publish a  guidance note dealing w ith the design and construction  requirem ents of 
chainsaws. The Executive will also be producing a leaflet, in the A gricultural Safety Series, 
abou t the safe use o f  chainsaws on the  farm .

The Council undertook  to  scrutinise the safety rules devised by the A ssociation of 
Professional Foresters fo r their N ational F o rest M achinery D em onstrations, w ith the object 
o f  assisting the H ealth  and Safety Executive in its aim  to  lay down, on  a  broad  basis, a  s tandard  
set o f rules which can be used fo r dem onstrations and  shows generally.

A  consultative docum ent setting ou t proposals relating to  the notification o f accidents and 
dangerous occurrences (incorporating  com m ents received in response to  two earlier consultative 
docum ents on the sam e subject) was received from  the H ealth  and  Safety C om m ission. The 
m ain recom m endation m ade by the  Council was th a t overturning tractors should be listed as 
notifiable. Also received was a  consultative docum ent which proposed am endm ents to  the 
Agriculture (T ractor Cabs) R egulations 1974 fo r the purpose o f giving effect to  two EEC  
Directives relating to  noise levels and roll-over protection. T he view taken was that there were 
no disadvantages as far as the forest industry was concerned.

Members of the Forestry Safety Council at 31 March 1980
Col. D. A. Campbell 
M r D . G . W hieldon 
M r K. J. R am say 
M r D . J. C ooper 
M r J. E. M cD onald 
M r J. H . Hose 
M r A. Mills 
M r R. Neale 
Prof. J. D . M atthews 
M r M . P. Shapcott 
M r D . A. Bardy 
M r R. J. Bell

Chairman
Tim ber G row ers’ O rganisation
Scottish W oodland Owners A ssociation
Hom e T im ber M erchants’ A ssociation o f  England and W ales
H om e T im ber M erchan ts’ A ssociation o f Scotland
N ational U nion  of A gricultural and Allied W orkers
T ransport and G eneral W orkers’ U nion
General and M unicipal W orkers’ U nion
Forestry T rain ing  Council
Forestry Com m ission
Forestry Com m ission Safety Officer
Secretary
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Appendix V 
The Forestry Commission & Conservation

Introduction
T he principal objective o f the Com mission is the efficient production of wood fo r industry. 
However, forests are im portant wildlife habitats and the Commission follows m anagem ent 
practices which seek to achieve a reasonable balance between wood production on the one 
hand, and nature conservation and indeed all its o ther objectives, on the other.

A lthough Britain is no t well-wooded, forests occupy substantial areas o f land. The Com 
mission recognises the im portance o f this land as a reservoir for wildlife. The Com m ission’s 
w oodlands can be divided into two types, lowland and  upland. The form er includes 50,000 
hectares o f broadleaved woodlands and although only some o f them  are on sites o f ancient 
w oodlands alm ost all have a  particular value for na ture  conservation. M ost o f the C om 
m ission’s estate lies in the uplands where virtually all the woodlands are coniferous and m ost 
are still young. Substantial areas o f new forest are being established there each year on sites 
which have no t carried trees fo r generations. This alteration of hab ita t from  m oorland to 
forest brings abou t considerable change in the ecology of the area as well as in the scenery, 
and creates special opportunities as well as problem s for na ture  conservation.

General Aims
The Com mission has two m ain aims for na ture  conservation. F irst, to  safeguard its woodlands 
as wildlife habita ts and where practicable to  im prove them . Secondly, to give particular 
a ttention  to  those sites where na ture  conservation has been identified as o f special im portance.

Safeguarding and Improving Woodlands as Wildlife Habitats
There are m any ways in which woodlands can be safeguarded and im proved for na tu re  con
servation, while m aintaining their principal function o f wood production. These are given in 
some detail in Forestry Com mission Booklet N o  29 W ildlife Conservation in W oodlands.

Commission woodlands are m anaged w oodlands and the basis for safeguarding them  for 
nature conservation m ust be through good m anagem ent.

The edges o f  plantations, bo th  internal and external, often provide good wildlife habitats, 
and the m anagem ent effort fo r nature conservation is concentrated in those areas. M argins o f 
plantations alongside roads, paths, stream s, and  open glades are left as irregular as possible 
and special a ttention  is given to protecting na tura l features such as stream s and o ther areas o f 
water, gullies and screes. Broadleaved trees an d  areas o f scrub are retained when they are 
im portant fo r na tu re  conservation.

The Com mission recognises the im portance o f native broadleaved species for na tu re  con
servation. W here broadleaves are planted for reasons o f  visual am enity, native trees are used 
unless o ther broadleaved species are clearly silviculturally m ore suitable.

M ost first ro tation  forests contain large areas o f  even-aged plantations. As the forests 
m ature, areas to  be felled are designed to take account o f visual am enity as well as the econom ic 
harvesting o f the crop. The felling areas are o f  varied size and shape and the age structure o f 
the forest as a  whole will eventually become uneven. As a consequence, m ore internal m argins 
will be created which will improve the hab ita t fo r wildlife. I t  m ay be possible to  p lant a  wider 
variety o f  species in the second ro tation  and opportunities to  diversify species will be taken  if 
silvicultural and m arket requirem ents allow.

A lthough forest operations are  conducted in  a  w orkm anlike m anner, unnecessary tidying 
u p  is avoided. Fallen trees provide fo r insect colonies and encourage the growth o f fungi; 
dead trees are left alone unless they threaten  forest hygiene o r safety.
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Some species o f wildlife are strongly attached  to traditional sites and as fa r as possible these 
sites are no t disturbed. G lades are left, o r m ade, for deer to graze and to  direct them  away 
from  vulnerable crops.

Special Sites
M any areas within Com mission woodlands have been designated as Sites o f Special Scientific 
Interest and som e as N ational N ature  R eserves; a  few have been nam ed by the Com m ission 
as Forest N ature  Reserves. The Reserves and m any o f the Sites o f  Special Scientific Interest 
are m anaged in agreement with the N a tu re  Conservancy C ouncil, and  in som e cases, areas are 
leased to the Council fo r it to m anage. T here are also a  considerable num ber o f  o ther sites, 
no t all designated, in which naturalists’ trusts have an interest, and which the Com mission 
either m anages according to  a  jo in t agreem ent with the trust concerned o r leases to  the trust.

All designated sites on Com mission land are  m anaged to take account o f  the particular 
conservation interest concerned.

Protection of the Forest
Some wildlife can be harm ful to w oodlands and  the Com m ission protects its p lantations against 
an unacceptable level o f  dam age. Obvious pests which require stringent contro l are rabbits 
and grey squirrels.

D eer are am ong the anim als whose na tura l h ab ita t is w oodland and their presence in lim ited 
num bers can be accepted as a  pa rt o f  ou r n a tu ra l heritage. However, too  m any can be 
destructive and they are controlled selectively by hum ane m ethods. T he C om m ission recognises 
th a t total prevention o f dam age is im practicable and w ithin reasonable limits accepts som e loss 
o f wood production.

Some birds and m am m als which may no t h arm  the forest can dam age the interests o f 
neighbours, and these species a re  contro lled  as fa r as practicable and in accordance with the 
Com m ission’s legal obligations.

Research and Management
Wildlife research is undertaken by the C om m ission’s Research and  Developm ent Division 
which provides advice to  forest m anagers. T he in troduction  of species to  an  area, their 
re-introduction, o r their m ovem ent from  one a rea  to  another, is exceptional and is considered 
only after very careful investigation and  consulta tion  with the N a tu re  C onservancy Council.

Liaison with R egional Conservators and between the C om m ission and  o th er countryside 
agencies is carried ou t by a H eadquarters’ B ranch with special responsibility fo r na ture  
conservation.

The Forestry Com m ission has som e 300 highly trained Rangers concerned w ith woodland 
protection and wildlife m anagem ent. U nder the  direction o f Foresters and with advice from  
specialist staff, the Rangers are responsible fo r carrying ou t in the field the C om m ission’s 
objectives for na ture  conservation.

Liaison
The N atu re  Conservancy Council is the G overnm ent’s sta tu to ry  adviser on  n a tu re  conservation 
and the Com m ission looks to  the Council fo r expert advice. R egular liaison is m aintained with 
the Council a t all levels, and in particu lar the C ouncil is consulted on any proposals to  acquire 
fo r planting  land which is designated as a  Site o f Special Scientific Interest.

The Com mission also consults naturalists’ trusts as appropriate .

Fertilisers
On m ost upland sites the  use o f  fertilisers is a n  essential pa rt o f forest m anagem ent. The m ost 
com m on fertilisers are phosphate and  potash , and  com pared w ith agriculture the quantities 
used during a ro ta tion  are small and seem unlikely to  have adverse effects on  the environm ent.

Pesticides
Pesticides, including insecticides and  herbicides, a re  o f great im portance to  forestry. T he C om 
m ission contro ls their application in its forests by a  strict set o f  rules, which ensures th a t only 
substances approved under the Pesticides Safety Precautions Scheme are  used an d  th a t full 
precautions are taken to  protect the user and  th e  environm ent.
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Conflicts With Other Objectives
In addition to concern for the needs o f nature conservation the C om m ission’s objectives 
include the provision of recreation and the landscaping o f forests. All these objectives interact 
with each o ther and with the prim ary objective o f the efficient production of wood.

In general there need be little conflict in the forest between nature conservation and wood 
production, provided sites o f particular im portance are m anaged carefully, and the m ethods 
which have been outlined to safeguard w oodlands fo r nature conservation are adopted. The 
main potential for conflict lies in the forester’s need to m anage simply and on a scale large 
enough to produce tim ber o f uniform  size and quality economically, while small-scale working 
best suits the aims of na ture  conservation fo r natural variety and biological diversity. The 
Com mission seeks to  m anage its forests in such a way that a  reasonable balance is achieved 
between wood production and nature conservation within a general pattern o f  good land use 
and sound managem ent.

Recreation and nature conservation need no t be incom patible although conflicts can occur 
locally. G iven proper care in zoning the forest, visitors can be guided to  selected attractive 
areas and away from  those which are sensitive.

G ood landscaping of forests and provision fo r the conservation o f nature do  no t conflict in 
any way. Indeed, m any of the features o f good forest design go hand in hand with good nature 
conservation.

Forestry Authority
The Com mission in its role as Forestry A uthority  gives advice to the private sector o f the 
forestry industry on all aspects o f  w oodland m anagem ent, including the effect o f  m anagem ent 
practices on  nature  conservation. General advice is given in the course o f approving woodland 
owners’ applications for grant aid, and the N atu re  Conservancy Council is consulted on  any 
such proposals affecting N ational N ature  Reserves and Sites o f Special Scientific Interest. 
Com mission publications include reports on the outcom e o f research by the W ildlife M anage
ment Branch o f the C om m ission’s Research and Developm ent Division.

U nder the Basis III  D edication Scheme a  special supplem ent can be paid fo r the planting 
o f broadleaved trees where they are o f particular im portance in the landscape. Such planting 
is also o f value for nature conservation. In certain  areas which have been agreed with the 
N ature  Conservancy Council, a  sim ilar supplem ent can be paid for the establishm ent and 
m anagem ent o f native Caledonian pine in Scotland.
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Appendix VI 
New Publications

D uring  the year, 14 titles were published, eight by H er M ajesty’s Stationery Office.

Reports
59th A nnual R eport o f the Forestry Com m issioners 1978-79 (£5-75).
R eport on Forest Research 1979 (£3-00).

Booklet
N o. 45. S tandard Time and O utput G uides (£8.00).

Forest Record  
N o. 120. Pine Beauty M oth (75p).

Leaflets
N o. 12. T axation  o f W oodlands (revised) (50p).
No. 72. Forest D rainage Schemes (55p)
N o. 74. H igh Seats fo r D eer M anagem ent (80p).

Arboricultural Leaflets 
N o. 5. Com m on Decay Fungi o f B roadleaved Trees (£2-00).

Titles published by the Forestry  Com mission include three o f a  new series.
Occasional Papers

N o. 3. T ree P lanting on M an-m ade Sites in W ales (£1-50).
N o. 4. C ontrol o f Pine Beauty M oth  by F en itro th ion  in Scotland, 1978 (£2-50).
N o. 5. The Use o f Chemicals in the Forestry  Com m ission (50p).

Tw o productions featured W estonbirt A rbore tum  -  a  sho rt guide fo r day visitors entitled 
About Westonbirt and a calendar Trees fo r  A ll Seasons 1980 to  which the Forestry  Com mission 
contributed  design and prom otion.
A new edition o f the F C  Catalogue o f  Publications was published.
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Appendix VII 
Financial Tables

1. Forestry Fund Receipts and Payments

2. Expenditure on Forestry Authority Services



Table 1
STA TEM EN T O F  FO R ESTR Y  FU N D  R E C E IP T S AND PA Y M EN TS 

in the year ended 31 M arch 1980
Previous

Year Receipts
£000 £000 
2 9J10  G rant-in-A id . . 43,250
27,270 Sales o f tim ber . .  37,216

1,713 D isposals o f  surplus assets . .  2,785
7,796 Miscellaneous 9,648

66,059 92,899
(498) Decrease in working balance 478

65,591 93,377

Paym ents
35,941 Salaries, wages and related expenses........... ..........................................  42,832

4,772 Pensions and gratuities to  retired staff   6,285
14,574 M aterials, con tract services and  general expenses 25,834

Acquisition o f land, buildings and  plantations and  construction  o f 
2,969 buildings 5,025
4,271 M achinery and equipm ent . .  ........................................................ 9,044

G ran ts to  private w oodland owners (£2,584,000), universities,
2,157 institutions, e tc .......................................................................................................... 2,682

907 Rem ittances o f VAT to  C ustom s and Excise .......................................... 1,675

65,591 93,377

N o t e s  o n  T a b l e  1 

General
1. Expenditure incurred by the Forestry  C om m issioners in  the exercise o f their powers in the 
perform ance o f their duties is financed from  the  Forestry  Fu n d  which was constitu ted  under 
Section 8 o f  the Forestry A ct 1919. All sum s received by the  Com m issioners are paid in to  this 
Fund.

2. Receipts and paym ents are show n inclusive o f VAT where applicable.

Receipts
3. The G rant-in-A id  o f the Forestry  Fu n d  voted by Parliam ent fo r 1979-80 was £43,480,000 
o f which £43,250,000 was draw n in to  the  F orestry  F u n d . T he rem aining balance o f  £230,000 
will be surrendered to  the C onsolidated F u n d . A dditionally  the sum  o f £110,076 was received 
from  the E EC  R egional Developm ent Fu n d  in  respect o f  roadw ork  and  construction  carried 
ou t by the Forestry  Com m ission and rem itted  directly to  the  Exchequer.

4. Receipts from  sale o f  tim ber rose by £9,946,000 as a  result o f h igher prices and increased 
dem and.

5. There was an  increase o f  £1,072,000 in receipts from  the  disposal o f  surplus assets due to 
increased sales and  higher prices.

6. Miscellaneous receipts rose by £1,852,000 due to  increased charges fo r cam psites and  forest 
cabins and  sporting lets (£470,000),. increased estate incom e from  m ineral royalties and  in
creased rents (£1,230,000) and o ther incom e from  pension contributions, salaries o f seconded 
staff, research w ork, repaym ent o f  private w oodland grants, etc., increased due to  higher prices 
and greater activity (£152,000).

Paym ents
7. Paym ents o f salaries, wages and  related expenses rose by over 18 per cent due to  increased 
rates o f  pay and  allowances and the  inclusion o f  arrears o f pay from  1978-79 (£420,000).

8. Paym ent o f  pensions and gratuities to  retired  staff an d  their dependants rose by £1,513,000 
due to  the aw ard o f higher superannuation  benefits and  an  increase in the num ber o f  pensioners.
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0. The cost o f m aterials, contract services and general expenses rose by £11,260,000. B ut last 
year’s figure was reduced and this year’s correspondingly increased by a  carry-over o f  unpaid 
bills from  the previous financial year due to  industrial action  a t the Scottish Office C om puter 
C entre (£3,000,000). T he real increase o f  £5,260,000 over the  previous year is a ttribu tab le  to  
VAT (£860,000), increases in harvesting and ro ad  program m es (£1,800,000) and price increases 
(£2,600,000).

10. Expenditure on  acquisitions and  construction  o f buildings rose by £2,056,000. T he carry
over o f unpaid  bills from  the previous financial year due to  industrial action was £400,000 and 
the actual increase o f £1,256,000 arose from  increased prices and program m e. T he area  o f 
plantable land acquired increased to  7,565 hectares com pared with 5,675 hectares in the 
previous year and the  average price paid per hectare increased to  £357 per hectare com pared 
with £295 per hectare in 1978-79.

11. Expenditure on  m achinery and equipm ent rose by £4,773,000. The carry-over o f unpaid 
bills due to  industrial action  was £1,300,000 an d  the actual increase o f  £2,173,000 was due to 
higher prices (£700,000), higher VAT rates (£573,000), an  increase in the  purchasing pro
gram m e and accelerated deliveries against orders (£900,000).

12 ^Remittances o f  net VA T to  C ustom s and  Excise increased by £768,000 due to  greater 
sales resulting in a  higher level o f ou tpu t tax from  the  increased receipts; this m ore than  offset 
the rise in recoverable input tax  from  higher costs and  the carry-over o f bills from  1978-79.



Table 2
EX PEN D ITU R E O N  FO R ESTR Y  A U TH O R IT Y  SER V IC ES

in the year ended 31 M arch 1980
Previous

Year
£000 £000 

Services to  Private W oodland Owners 
G ran ts under D edication Schemes 

37  Basis I . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  32
256 Basis II : Planting G ran ts .........................................................  238
899 M anagem ent G ran ts . .  877
599 Basis I I I :  Basic G r a n t .............................  . .  675

50 B roadleaved Supplem ent . . . .  54
115 M anagem ent G ra n t ............................... 159

9 Native Pinewood P lanting G ran ts —
17 A pproved W oodlands P lanting G ran ts . . . .  14

203 Small W oods Planting G ran ts 265
33 O ther G ran ts . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  107
36  Miscellaneous . . . . . . . . . .  47

987 Overhead expenses............................................................................  1,110*

3,241 3,578
103 Less M iscellaneous Incom e 87

3,138 3,491

Special Services
261 Licensing o f Felling ....................................................................................  273*
675 Inform ation  and S h o w s ....................................................................................  709*

General adm inistration (EEC, fiscal and  regulatory duties and including 
892 £1,027,000* overheads)   1,040

1,828 2,022

Research and Developm ent 
1,052 Silviculture . .  . .  . .  . .  1,323

259 G e n e t i c s ............................................  294
74 P h y s io lo g y ............................................  79
37  Seed Research ...............................  42

171 Site Studies 176
472 P rotection 556
198 S t a t i s t i c s ............................................  238
163 C o m m u n ic a t io n s ...............................  174
134 W estonbirt and Bedgebury A rboreta  181

60  Experim ental W orkshops . .  62
69 G ran ts to  Universities . . . .  80

540 W ork Study ...............................  651
829 Field Surveys ...............................  1,124

4,058 T o ta l (includes £210,000* o v e r h e a d s ) ............................................  4,980
1,826 Less a llocation to  Forestry  Enterprise (Statem ent 1 on page 89) 2,241

2,232 2,739

7,198 N et to ta l expenditure in  year . .  8,252
4  N otional sick and injury benefit . .  4

7,202 8,256
Change in  Assets £000

(119) Increase -  C urrent 120
(115) Increase -  Fixed . .  64

(234) N et increase . .    184

6 ^ 6 8  A m ount o f G rant-in-A id appropria ted  fo r the  F orestry  A uthority  . .  8,440

*Statem ent 11 o f  Forestry  E nterprise A ccounts page 97, £3,329,000
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1. T he F orestry  A uthority  share o f the G rant-in-A id  am ounted  to  £8,440,000 com pared to 
£6,968,000 last year.

Services to  Private W oodland Owners
2. N et expenditure rose in th e  year by £353,000 to  £3,491,000 due to  increases in staff costs, 
m inor program m e increases and paym ents o f  balances due under the  interim  planting grant 
scheme.

Special Services
3. Rises in  staff costs account fo r the increase o f £194,000 (11 per cent) in the to ta l cost o f  
Special Services.

R esearch and  D evelopm ent
4. T he to ta l cost o f  R esearch and  D evelopm ent activities, which also includes technical 
services to  m anagem ent, a t £4,980,000 is £922,000 o r 23 per cent higher than  in the previous 
year. Rises in  staff costs and  continued w ork on  the  new census o f  all trees and w oodlands are 
the principal reasons fo r th e  increase. D uring  th e  quinquennium  1977/78-1981/82, 45 per cent 
o f the net cost o f  R esearch and  D evelopm ent will be charged to  the Forestfy  E nterprise and 
show n in  Plantations A ccount (Statem ent 1). This allocation am ounts to  £2,241,000 in 1979-80 
reducing the cost o f  R esearch and  D evelopm ent chargeable to  the Forestry  A uthority  to  
£2,739,000.

N otes o n  T able  2



Appendix VIII 
Statistical Tables

M easurem ents in the Statistical Tables in the  following pages are in m etric values. Their 
imperial equivalents are listed below.

1 hec tare=  2-471 "acres 1 a c r e = 0-4047 hectares
1 kilom etre =  0-621 miles 1 m ile=  1-609 kilom etres



Forestry Authority
DEDICATION SCHEMES FOR PRIVATE ESTATES 

POSITION AT 31 MARCH 1980 
Table 1 A rea in hectares

England W ales Scotland G reat Britain

N um 
ber A rea

N u m 
ber A rea

N um 
ber Area

N um 
ber Area

Basis I  and I I  
D edications in existence 2,474 211,635 508 31,299 1,155 241,710 4,137 484,644

Basis I I I
D edications in existence 168 7,283 49 2,799 247 33,930 464 44,012

D edications in p repara
tion 205 13,015 63 4,459 290 49,335 558 66,809

Total 373 20,298 112 7,258 537 83,265 1,022 110,821

N otes:
(i) A  dedication exists when the D eed o f C ovenant o r Agreem ent has been completed.

(ii) D edications in preparation  include all applications which have been approved as suitable 
for dedication.

THE APPROVED WOODLANDS SCHEME FOR PRIVATE ESTATES 
POSITION AT 31 MARCH 1980 

Table 2  A rea in hectares

England W ales Scotland G reat Britain

N um 
ber A rea

N um 
ber A rea

N um 
ber Area

N um 
ber A rea

Plans o f O perations in 
existence a t the  begin
ning o f the year 226 23,283 15 1,275 55 10,698 296 35,256

T erm inations during  the 
y e a r ............................. 53 2,587 6 212 23 3,311 82 6,110

Plans rem aining 173 20,696 9 1,063 32 7,387 214 29,146

N ote : T he A pproved W oodlands Scheme was closed to new applications in June 1972 but 
existing participants were allowed to  continue in the Scheme until their current plans of 
operations expired.
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VOLUME OF TIMBER LICENSED FOR FELLING AND TH IN N IN G  

ON PRIVATE ESTATES IN  THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 1980

Table 5  Volum e in  thousands o f cubic m etres

E ngland W ales Scotland
G reat

Britain

Conifer ........................................................ 165 15 123 303
Broadleaved ........................................... 206 18 23 247

T otal volume 371 33 146 550

N um ber o f licences issued 1,658 122 373 2,153

N ote : Excludes felling and thinning on dedicated estates fo r which no licence is required.

AREA LICENSED FOR CLEAR FELLING ON PRIVATE ESTATES 

IN  THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 1980

Table 6 H ectares

E ngland W ales Scotland
G reat

B ritain

C onditional licences ............................. 1,356 76 409 1,841
U nconditional l i c e n c e s ............................. 328 57 200 585

T o t a l ...................................................................... 1,684 133 609 2,426

N ote : C onditional licences require the  restocking o f the  land concerned.
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Forestry Enterprise
LAN D  USE 

AT 31 MARCH 1980
Table 7 T housands o f  hectares

E ngland W ales Scotland
G reat

Britain

F orest L and
U nder p lan ta tions . .  ............................. 250-4 135-9 497-7 884-0
R etained scrub 1-7 1-7 3-5 6-9
T o  be planted ............................. 6-8 3-4 61-3 71-5

T otal 258-9 141-0 562-5 962-4

O ther L and
A gricultural and g r a z in g ............................. 12-5 11-0 104-2 127-7
F orest w orkers’ holdings 0-6 0-7 4-9 6-2
U nplan tab le  and  m iscellaneous (includes

nursery l a n d ) ........................................... 31-0 8-0 128-1 167-1
T o t a l ...................................................................... 44-1 19-7 237-2 301-0

T otal area 303-0 160-7 799-7 1,263-4

NET AREA OF FOREST LAN D  ACQUIRED/DISPOSED OF DURING 

THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 1980
Table 8 T housands o f  hectares

E ngland W ales Scotland
G reat

Britain

Planta tions a c q u ir e d ........................................... — — 0-2 0-2
Planta tions disposed o f 0-3 — 0-1 0-4

P lanting land acquired 0-1 0-2 7-0 7-3
Planting  land  disposed o f ............................. — — 0-2 0-2

N et a rea  o f  forest land acquired/disposed o f (0-2) 0-2 6-9 6-9

PLANTING  IN  THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 1980
Table 9 H ectares

New
Planting

R e
stocking T otal

England
Conifer 855 2,027 2,882
B r o a d l e a v e d ...................................................................... 43 141 184

T otal ................................................................................... 898 2,168 3,066

W ales
C o n i f e r ................................................................................... 770 1,224 1,994
B r o a d l e a v e d ...................................................................... 27 17 44

T otal ................................................................................... 797 1,241 2,038

Scotland
C o n i f e r ................................................................................... 14,052 2,253 16,305
Broadleaved 83 7 90

Total 14,135 2,260 16,395

G reat Britain
Conifer 15,677 5,504 21,181
B r o a d l e a v e d ...................................................................... 153 165 318

T otal ................................................................................... 15,830 5,669 21,499
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Table 11

AREAS OF PLANTATIONS AND VOLUMES OF TIMBER THINNED 

AND FELLED IN  THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 1980
A rea in hectares;
Volum e in thousands o f cubic m etres

Felled T hinned
T otal

Volum e

A rea Volum e A rea Volum e
t c IICQ flnu

Thinned

England

Conservancy:
N orth-W est 348 80 2,302 110 190
N orth-E ast 392 114 1,447 84 198
East 500 119 4,100 142 261
N ew  F orest and

South-East 127 29 2,013 73 102
South-W est and

D ean 376 102 1,968 97 199
T o ta l .............................. 1,743 444 11,830 506 950

W ales

Conservancy:
N o rth 337 84 2,904 152 236
South 557 141 2,117 103 244

T o ta l ............................. 894 225 5,021 255 480

Scotland

Conservancy:
N o rth 424 152 1,356 75 227
East 337 88 2,394 118 206
South 312 86 3,130 155 241
W est 498 136 1,586 86 222

T otal 1,571 462 8,466 434 896

G reat Britain 4,208 1,131 25,317 1,195 2,326

Table 12
SALES OF TIMBER IN THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 1980

T housand  cubic metres

D escription England W ales Scotland
G reat

B ritain

Trees sold  s t a n d i n g ........................................... 268-6 206-5 286-9 762-0

Converted*

R o u n d  tim ber and  saw  logs 296-9 109-2 247-7 653-8
Telegraph and o th er selected poles 7-0 1-1 6-9 15-0
M ining tim ber ............................. 39-1 17-7 0-1 56-9
Posts and stakes 15-0 9-4 2-2 26-6
Pulpw ood and  boardm ill m aterial 199-8 97-8 291-7 589-3
Firew ood 17-7 2-4 2-7 22-8
M iscellaneous 26-4 0-6 ■— 27-0
Poles sold in length (o ther th an  selected).. 1-5 0-7 2-5 4-7

T otal 603-4 238-9 553-8 1,396-1

• In  add ition  the  follow ing volum es were converted and used internally fo r forest and  estate 
purposes:

England . .  2-0
W ales 1-6
Scotland . .  4-3

G reat Britain 7-9
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Table 13

PROPERTIES MANAGED BY THE COMMISSION 

AT 31 MARCH 1980
Number

Type o f  Property E ngland W ales Scotland
G reat

Britain

F orest properties

Foresters’ houses 219 115 291 625
F orest w orkers’ h o u s e s ............................. 641 212 796 1,649
Forest w orkers’ holdings 60 59 147 266
M iscellaneous4 1,427 495 868 2,790

T o t a l .............................  ............................. 2,347 881 2,102 5,330

O ther p roperties!

Farm s and o ther agricultural subjects 553 506 754 1,813
R esidential and  o ther lettings 1,455 794 1,257 3,506

T o t a l ...................................................................... 2,008 1,300 2,011 5,319

♦M iscellaneous covers hostels, bothies, offices, repair w orkshops and  o ther buildings no t 
norm ally let.

t i n  addition  there are 2,387 sporting  lettings.

PUBLIC RECREATIONAL FACILITIES 

AT 31 MARCH 1980
Table 14 N um ber

E ngland W ales Scotland
G reat

B ritain

Cam ping and caravan sites4 23 1 9 33
Picnic p l a c e s ............................. 370 104 135 609
F orest walks and forest n a tu re  trails 277 137 234 648
Visitor c e n tre s .. 12 6 11 29
A rboreta 11 7 5 23
Forest drives 4 1 2 7
Forest cabins and holiday houses 109 4 53 166

♦In addition  to  these cam psites, the C om m ission provides the  following
(i) five sites leased to  the  C aravan C lub an d  two sites to  the  Cam ping Club o f G reat 

Britain and  N o rth e rn  Ireland;
(ii) 43 sites set aside fo r youth  cam ping;

(iii) facilities for caravan rallies.
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LAND USE, PLANTING AND TIMBER PRODUCTION BY FORESTS— ENGLAND

Table 15

N o r t h - W e s t

E n g l a n d

C o n s e r v a n c y

L and use a t 31 M arch 1980 
(hectares) D uring Y ear 1979-80

T otal
A rea

o f
Forest

U nder
P lan ta

tions

P lanting
(hectares) P ro 

duction  
(000 

cu. m.)
R etained

Scrub
T o  be 

planted
O ther
land

New
Planting

R e
stocking

Arden, H ereford and 
W orcester, W est 
M idlands, W arwick 
and Leics. 1,073 990 67 16

Bagot, Staffs 1,026 953 — 65 8 — — —
Blengdale, C um bria 1,260 1,035 11 45 169 — 3 4
Bowland, Lancs 1,836 1,716 8 6 106 — 17 8
C annock, Staffs 2,696 2,621 — 10 65 — 67 13
D alton , C um bria and 

Lancs 1,654 1,378 5 271 1
Delam ere, Cheshire 969 937 — — 32 — 20 6
D unnerdale, C um bria 951 805 22 — 124 — 3 3
Ennerdale, C um bria 3,657 1,583 25 53 1,996 13 2 9
G reystoke, C um bria 1,270 1,161 3 — 106 — 11 7
Grizedale, C um bria 3,527 3,067 — 3 457 7 3 15
Inglew ood, C um bria 996 951 — . 7 38 — 5 1
K ershope, C um bria 5,734 5,292 — 42 400 26 22 24
Launde, D erby, N o tts 

and Leics 891 864 20 7 3 1
M atlock, D erby and 

Cheshire 3,139 1,725 245 1,169 22
M ortim er, Salop, 

H ereford and W or
cester 4,795 4,604 44 147 76 47

Sherwood, N o tts . . 6,426 6,036 30 103 257 9 178 26
Shropshire Hills, 

Salop 1,293 924 101 268 _ 32 1
Spadeadam , C um bria 

and N o rthum ber
land 6,583 4,515 22 1,045 1,001 85

Sw ynnerton, Salop 
and  Staffs 1,020 975 30 15 1 6

Thornthw aite, Cum 
bria 2,656 2,193 17 446 — 40 18

T o t a l 53,452 44,325 126 1,903 7,098 162 483 190

N ote: K inver F orest has been added to  W yre Forest, S.W. E ngland Conservancy.
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Table 15— continued

N o r t h - E a s t

E n g l a n d

C o n s e r v a n c y

L and use a t 31 M arch  1980 
(hectares) D uring  Y ear 1979-80

T otal
A rea

of
Forest

U nder
P lan ta

tions

Planting
(hectares) P ro 

duction 
(000 

cu. m.)
R etained

Scrub
To be 

planted
O ther
land

New
Planting

R e
stocking

Chopwell, D urham , 
Tyne and  W ear . . 875 801 2 6 66 1 3

Cleveland, N o rth  
Y orks and  Cleve
land 3,288 3,016 77 55 140 27 4 5

C ropton , N o rth  Y orks 4,642 3,820 70 173 579 1 25 13
D alby, N o rth  Y orks 4,748 3,772 — 11 965 2 54 28
D on , South, W est and 

N o rth  Y orks 2,921 1,584 32 899 406 33 10 1
Falstone, N o rth u m 

berland 14,964 13,267 1,697 66 21
H am bleton , N o rth  

Y orks 4,486 3,840 28 166 452 37 6 9
H am sterley, D urham 4,372 3,409 — 721 242 6 39 13
H arw ood, N o rth u m 

berland 4,525 4,080 61 384 23 23 8
Jervaulx, N o rth  Y orks 

and D urham 876 794 77 5 17 8 1
K id land , N orthum ber

land 3,458 2,553 256 649 159
Kielder, N o rthum ber

land 16,389 10,216 6 6,167 57 113 29
K naresborough, 

N o rth  and  W est 
Y orks 1,276 1,194 33 49 4 1

Langdale, N o rth  
Y orks 4,999 4,046 61 87 805 5 7

Redesdale, N o rth u m 
berland 5,697 5,009 688 13

Slaley, N orthum ber
land  and  D urham 1,190 1,090 8 51 41 4 3

T h ru n to n , N o rth u m 
berland 3,626 3,254 167 205 130 25 12

W ark, N o rthum ber
land 13,745 11,633 528 1,584 105 127 21

W ykeham , N o rth  
Y orks 1,886 1,622 34 230 19 7

W ynyard, Cleveland 593 571 — 21 1 11 — —

Y ork , N o rth  Y orks 
and H um berside . . 1,947 1,816 11 55 65 13 3

T o t a l 100,503 81,387 289 3,407 15,420 625 529 198

N o te : O sm otherley has been added  to  Cleveland.
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Table 15— continued

E a s t  E n g l a n d  
C o n s e r v a n c y

L and  use a t 31 M arch  1980 
(hectares) D uring  Y ear 1979-80

T otal
A rea

o f
Forest

U nder
P lan ta

tions

Planting
(hectares) P ro

duction  
(000 

cu. m .)
R etained

Scrub
T o  be 

planted
O ther
land

New
Planting

R e
stocking

A ldew ood, Suffolk . . 3,623 3,471 23 129 3 57 33
A m pthil], Beds 820 665 80 35 40 — 3 1
B ardney, Lines 
B em w ood, Bucks and

3,041 2,925 17 6 93 — 1 6

O xon 888 697 191 — _ — .—. —
Bramfield, H erts 
C hiltem , Bucks, O xon,

639 618 2 10 9 — 11 —

Beds, and  H erts . .  
H azelborough, 

N o rth an ts  and

2,399 2,217 138 44 2 9 3

Bucks 1,146 1,104 8 24 10 7 10 7
Kesteven, Lines 2,076 1,985 2 14 75 —. 3 1
Lavenham , Suffolk . . 811 807 — 1 3 — — —
N o rth  Lindsey, Lines 
R ockingham , 

N o rth an ts  and

2,098 2,022 3 2 71 55 11

Cam bs 
Thetford , N orfo lk  and

2,863 2,623 85 44 111 5 48 5

Suffolk 
W alden, Essex, C am bs

21,273 20,085 43 103 1,042 73 361 178

and  H erts 705 648 41 6 10 — 1 1
W ensum , N orfo lk  . .  
W ymersley, Beds, 

N o rth an ts  and

2,187 2,122 1 64 37 11

Bucks 1,519 1,460 33 9 17 3 7 4

T o t a l 46,088 43,449 506 415 1,718 93 603 261

N o te : L ynn has been added to  T hetford.
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Table 15— continued

N e w  F o r e s t  a n d  
S o u t h - E a s t  
E n g l a n d  
C o n s e r v a n c y

L and use a t 31 M arch 1980 
(hectares) D uring  Y ear 1979-80

T otal
A rea

o f
Forest

U nder
P lan ta

tions

P lanting
(hectares) Pro- 

duction 
(000 

cu. m.)
R etained

Scrub
T o  be 

planted
O ther
land

New
Planting

Re
stocking

Alice Holt, H am p
shire, W est Sussex 
and Surrey 3,189 2,903 16 16 254 17 8

A rundel, W est Sussex 3,436 3,253 60 — 123 — — 4
Bedgebury, K ent and 

East Sussex 3,961 3,641 320 8 14
Bramshill, H am pshire 

and  Berks 2,455 2,322 49 24 60 14 7
Challock, K ent 2,579 2,559 2 — 18 — 15 9
M icheldever, Berks 

and H am pshire . . 2,412 2,321 31 4 56 9 5
New Forest, H am p

shire 27,025 11,723 138 1 15,163 47 37
Queen Elizabeth 

Forest, W est Sussex 
and  H am pshire . . 4,210 3,964 90 13 143 3

Ringw ood, D orset . . 2,976 2,602 32 — 342 — 9 9
St. Leonards, East 

Sussex and  W est 
Sussex 1,748 1,554 10 184 5 1

Shipbourne, K ent and 
Surrey 1,127 1,026 34 45 22 16 1

W ight, Isle o f  W ight 1,850 1,702 20 — 128 — 11 4

T o t a l 56,968 39,570 482 103 16,813 151 102
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Table 15— continued

S o u t h - W e s t  
E n g l a n d  a n d  
D e a n

C o n s e r v a n c y

L and  use a t 31 M arch  1980 
(hectares) D uring  Y ear 1979-80

T otal
A rea

of
Forest

U nder
P lan ta

tions

Planting
(hectares) P ro 

duction 
(000 

cu. m.)
R etained

Scrub
T o  be 

planted
O ther
land

New
Planting

R e
stocking

B rendon, Som erset 
and  D evon 1,545 1,386 6 20 133 40 10

D artm oor, D evon . . 2,384 2,123 — — 261 __ 20 21
D ean Forest, G lou

cester, H ereford 
and  W orcester and 
G w ent 10,755 9,574 147 1,034 61 48

Eggesford, D evon . . 1,157 1,135 1 1 20 — 16 6
Exeter, D evon 2,687 2,413 35 165 74 1 21 18
H ereford, G loucester 

and H ereford  and 
W orcester 2,355 2,043 304 8 13 6

K ernow, C ornw all . . 3,497 3,284 46 50 117 _ 29 12
M endip, A von, 

Som erset and  W ilts 1,411 1,353 12 1 45 14 7
N eroche, Som erset 

and D evon 2,057 1,811 51 195 13 2 _
Pow erstock, D orset 1,596 1,487 9 9 91 — 1 —
Q uantock, Som erset 1,311 1,095 10 3 203 .—. 14 9
Savernake, W iltshire, 

H am pshire  and 
Berks 5,043 4,764 115 41 123 20 14

Torridge, D evon 3,681 3,454 — 76 151 4 80 25
W areham , D orset . . 4,834 4,180 101 26 527 — 37 13
W estonbirt, G loucester 100 — 59 — 41 — — —
W yre, Salop and  H ere

ford  and W orcester 1,836 1,788 — 48 — 34 11

T o t a l 46,249 41,890 394 894 3,071 18 402 200

N ote : K inver Forest, form erly in N W  England Conservancy, has been added to  W yre Forest.
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LAND USE, PLANTING AND TIMBER PRODUCTION BY FORESTS— WALES

Table 16

N o r t h  W a l e s  
C o n s e r v a n c y

L and use a t 31 M arch  1980 
(hectares) D uring  Y ear 1979-80

T otal
A rea U nder

P lan ta
tions

Planting
(hectares) P ro 

duction 
(000 

cu. m.)
of

F orest
R etained

Scrub
T o  be 

planted
O ther
land

New
Planting

R e
stocking

A eron, Dyfed 2,372 2,288 20 18 46 2 3
B eddgelert, Gwynedd 3,955 3,196 32 50 677 .— 12 15
Ceiriog, Clwyd 1,808 1,752 1 — 55 — — 4
Ceri, Powys 1,852 1,838 3 •— 11 — 103 10
Clocaenog, Clwyd . . 7,120 5,755 — 6 1,359 16 15 34
Clwyd, Clwyd 2,090 1,923 7 39 121 10 — 1
Coed, Sarnau, Powys 3,106 2,985 29 39 53 .—. 80 10
Coed-y-Brenin,

Gw ynedd 9,307 6,481 52 567 2,207 78 60 36
Cynwyd, Gw ynedd 

and Clwyd 785 721 64 8 4
Dyfi, G w ynedd and 

Powys 7,507 6,447 24 213 823 2 48 24
D yfnant, Powys 3,253 2,565 — 152 536 6 1 5
Gwydyr, G w ynedd 

and Clwyd 8,159 5,916 53 11 2,179 19 58 27
H afren , Powys 5,079 4,547 — 17 515 _ 9 15
M athrafal, Powys and 

Clwyd 1,576 1,490 5 81 9 3
N ew borough,

Gw ynedd 1,791 1,485 9 1 296 6 2
Penllyn, G w ynedd . . 4,212 3,688 — 312 212 146 — 5
R ad n o r, Powys 2,499 2,426 5 — 68 — 83 13
R heidol, Dyfed 5,449 4,257 34 86 1,072 21 8 4
Y stw yth, Dyfed and 

Powys 7,069 5,755 20 263 1,031 — 75 21

T o t a l 78,989 65,515 294 1,774 11,406 298 577 236
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Table 16— continued

L and use a t 31 M arch 1980 
(hectares) D uring  Y ear 1979-80

S o u t h  W a l e s  
C o n s e r v a n c y T otal

A rea
o f

F orest

U nder

Planting
(hectares) P ro 

duction  
(000 

cu. m .)
P lan ta

tions
R etained

Scrub
T o  be 

planted
O ther
land

New
Planting

R e
stocking

Brechfa, D yfed 6,809 6,208 88 21 492 8 51 49
Brycheiniog, Powys 1,612 1,505 — 1 106 — 32 20
Caeo, D y fe d .. 2,129 1,900 43 5 181 2 25 9
Coed A bertaw e, W est

G lam .......................... 868 808 32 4 24 __ 8 4
Coed D eufor, D yfed 1,991 1,901 53 8 29 4 _ —
Coed M organnw g: 

C rynant, W est
G lam ..................... 3,249 2,440 53 367 389 77 37 5

Cymer, W est G lam .
and M id G lam . 5,339 4,666 30 108 535 — 38 5

M argam , W est 
G lam , and  M id.
G lam ..................... 4,761 4,173 170 3 415 23 12 10

R heola, W est G lam .
and  M id G lam . 5,246 4,311 87 2 846 3 51 22

Coed Preseli, D yfed 2,171 1,866 201 _ 104 2 — 2
Coed T af, Powys and

M id G lam . 2,569 2,148 21 1 399 29 13 5
C oed-y-R haiadr,

Powys 2,512 1,818 221 121 352 57 27 1
C rychan, Powys and

Dyfed 4,763 4,550 83 10 120 13 95 32
Ebbw, G w ent 5,163 4,433 127 15 588 7 96 9
Glasfynydd, Powys

and  Dyfed 1,493 1,426 1 40 26 5 31 18
W on, Powys and

Dyfed 2,695 2,320 8 131 236 19 19 4
M ynydd D u , Powys

and G w ent 1,468 1,304 — 23 141 — 11 7
Pembrey, Dyfed 1,978 1,268 17 — 693 — 1 3
R hondda, M id G lam . 4,578 3,275 — 460 843 169 41 —
St. G w ynno, M id

G lam .......................... 3,936 3,318 — 45 573 26 13 9
T air O nen, M id and

South G lam . 1,367 1,152 73 15 127 — 16 4
T alybont, Powys 1,601 1,506 15 — 80 — — 5
T intern, G w ent 3,899 3,804 29 2 64 — 43 16
Tywi, Powys and

D yfed 8,457 7,282 10 263 902 55 — 2
W entwood, G w ent . . 1,072 1,005 54 — 13 — 4 3

T o t a l 81,726 70,387 1,416 1,645 8,278 499 664 244
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LAND USE, PLANTING AND TIMBER PRODUCTION BY FORESTS— SCOTLAND

Table 17

L and  use a t 31 M arch  1980 
(hectares) D uring  Y ear 1979-80

N o r t h  S c o t l a n d  
C o n s e r v a n c y Total

A rea
of

Forest

U nder
P lan ta

tions

P lanting
(hectares) Pro

duction  
(000 

cu. m .)
R etained

Scrub
T o  be 

planted
O ther
land

New
Planting

R e
stocking

A chnashellach, H igh
land 4,713 2,868 24 257 1,564 75 8 7

Affric, H ighland 28,743 7,043 — 777 20,923 165 — 3
A rdross, H ighland . . 9,854 7,352 88 1,487 927 352 41 11
Black Isle, H ighland 5,848 5,370 29 —. 449 — — 16
Clunes, H ighland . . 6,820 4,423 — 210 2,187 — — 17
Culloden, H ighland 8,592 5,789 2 1,325 1,476 33 20 17
D ornoch , H ighland 1,204 1,103 3 — 98 — — 1
Farigaig, H ighland . . 4,377 3,319 100 30 928 — 4 4
Fiunary , H ighland . . 6,737 4,899 — 260 1,578 82 20 9
Glengarry, H ighland 17,281 6,103 10 794 10,374 110 43 8
G lenurquhart, H igh

land 10,470 5,016 107 517 4,830 19 30 15
H elm sdale, H ighland 1,548 969 — 273 306 61 — —.
H oy Experim ents 

O rkney Islands 13 13
Inchnacardoch, H igh

land 10,457 6,051 81 1,072 3,253 48 57 27
Inshriach , H ighland 4,146 3,380 10 40 716 65 10 3
L eanachan, H ighland 13,057 5,910 — 325 6,822 348 27 19
M ull, Strathclyde 16,085 8,814 — 3,228 4,043 435 11 10
N aver, H ighland 12,782 6,376 — 1,696 4,710 209 123 —
T he Queens Forest, 

H ighland 2,644 1,535 1,109 1
R atagan , H ighland . . 5,013 2,701 — 41 2,271 41 65 20
R um ster, H ighland . . 8,590 3,484 — 4,167 939 560 — —
Shin, H ighland 34,862 15,375 35 7,740 11,712 490 170 4
Skye, H ighland and 

W estern Isles 21,524 7,855 90 2,273 11,306 561 43 6
South Strom e, H igh

land 2,998 1,958 19 65 956 11 6 6
Strathm ashie, H igh

land 18,650 4,425 16 14,209 9 50 4
Sunart, H ighland . . 13,449 6,419 — 373 6,657 363 24 10
Torrachilty , H ighland 16,594 8,490 6 38 8,060 108 7 9

T o t a l 287,051 137,040 604 27,004 122,403 4,145 759 227

N otes: (i) Clunes is a  newly form ed forest.
(ii) G lenrigh has been added to  L eanachan.
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Table 17— continued

E a s t  S c o t l a n d  
C o n s e r v a n c y

L and use a t 31 M arch 1980 
(hectares) D uring  Y ear 1979-80

T otal
A rea

o f
Forest

U nder
P lan ta

tions

Planting
(hectares) P ro

duction 
(000 

cu. m.)
R etained

Scrub
T o  be 

planted
O ther
land

New
Planting

R e
stocking

Alltcail leach, G ram 
pian 1,806 1,670 10 126 3 2

B anchory, G ram pian 5,526 5,307 4 49 166 20 8 11
Bennachie, G ram pian 7,117 5,422 3 514 1,178 145 23 15
Braes o f  Angus, Tay- 

side 4,951 3,571 5 252 1,123 6 1 1
Craigellachie, G ram - 

pain 5,626 4,616 714 296 124 15 2
D rum m ond H ill, Tay- 

side 3,583 2,640 41 454 448 90 15 10
D unkeld, Tayside . . 5,224 4,068 66 774 316 165 8 18
Eden, Fife and C entral 3,558 3,300 7 17 234 — 41 20
Forest o f  D eer, G ram 

pian 2,900 2,614 1 152 133 45 37 14
Glenlivet, G ram pian 4,634 4,296 7 — 331 — 18 3
Huntly, G ram pian  . . 10,224 8,696 — 148 1,380 6 6 27
K irkhill, G ram p ian . . 1,199 1,166 — 6 27 — 6 3
Laigh o f  M oray, 

G ram pian  and 
H ighland 6,929 6,512 39 378 54 27

M earns, G ram pian 7,022 6,013 17 81 911 113 14 12
M ontreathm ont, 

G ram pian  and 
Tayside 1,852 1,817 7 28 9 10

Ochil, F ife, Tayside 
and  C entral 4,509 3,920 27 184 378 98 41 10

R annoch, Tayside . . 14,168 7,416 59 1,692 5,001 319 44 2
Speym outh, G ram pian 10,616 9,709 3 412 492 122 32 12
Strathardle, Tayside 3,431 3,028 — 96 307 20 9 4
T ornashean, G ram 

pian 4,473 3,322 375 776 95 9 1
Tum m el, Tayside . . 8,338 5,541 100 404 2,293 123 21 2

T o t a l 117,686 94,644 386 6,334 16,322 1,491 414 206
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Table 17— continued

So u t h  S c o t l a n d  
C o n s e r v a n c y

L and use a t 31 M arch  1980 
(hectares) D uring  Y ear 1979-80

T otal
A rea

of
F orest

U nder
P lan ta

tions

Planting
(hectares) P ro 

duction  
(000 

cu. m.)
R etained

Scrub
T o  be 

planted
O ther
land

N ew
Planting

R e
stocking

Ae, Dum fries and 
Gallow ay 7,136 6,299 703 134 8 34 22

Arecleoch, Strathclyde 5,080 4,089 — 935 56 366 — —
Bareagle, D um fries 

and  G allow ay 4,990 4,531 170 154 135 81 1
Bennan, D um fries and 

G allow ay 6,879 6,354 525 17 17
Carrick, D um fries and 

G allow ay and 
S trathclyde 17,547 8,503 3 1,188 7,853 200 15 16

Castle O ’er, D um fries 
and G allow ay and 
Borders 5,495 5,368 127 1 143 19

Clatteringshaws, D u m 
fries and  G allow ay 12,542 8,357 405 3,780 346 5

Clydesdale, S tra th 
clyde and  L oth ian 5,493 4,691 4 219 579 312 73 1

C raik, Borders 6,047 5,050 — 539 458 107 13 7
D alm acallan, D um 

fries and G allow ay 4,057 3,252 320 485 167 10
D undeugh, D um fries 

and G allow ay 3,706 3,037 206 463 6
Fleet, D um fries and 

Gallow ay 8,070 6,432 754 884 1 18
Glenlress, Borders and 

L oth ian 9,829 8,407 359 1,063 339 35 22
G len troo l, D um fries 

and G allow ay and 
Strathclyde 23,413 12,910 2 886 9,615 11 188 10

K irroughtree, D um 
fries and  G allow ay 6,621 4,249 2,372 26 18

Kyle, Strathclyde . . 6,411 5,175 — 753 483 390 1 —
Lam m erm uir, Borders 2,830 2,718 — 9 103 ___ 13 5
MofTat, D um fries and 

G allow ay and 
B orders 13,061 10,944 389 1,728 314 10 8

N ew castleton, D u m 
fries and  G allow ay 
and  Borders 3,845 3,759 9 77 48 17

Penningham e, D um 
fries and  G allow ay 6,842 6,568 61 213 98 1 3

Solway, D um fries and 
G allow ay 6,986 6,372 3 5 606 93 22 24

U pper N ithsdale, 
D um fries and 
G allow ay and 
Strathclyde 3,764 2,946 198 620 160

W auchope, Borders 9,422 8,035 8 320 1,059 118 — 12
Bush N ursery, L othian 6 — — — 6 ___ ___ —

W hittingeham e Seed 
O rchard , L othian 12 — — 12 — — —

T o t a l 180,084 138,046 190 8,412 33,436 3,112 639 241

N otes: (i) P a rt o f D ouglas has been added to  C lydesdale and  the  rem ainder to  Kyle.
(ii) E libank has been added to  G lentress.

(iii) S tenton has been added to  L am m erm uir.
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Table 17— continued

W e s t  S c o t l a n d  
C o n s e r v a n c y

L and use a t 31 M arch 1980 
(hectares) D uring Y ear 1979-80

T otal
A rea

o f
Forest

U nder
P lan ta

tions
Retained

Scrub
T o  be 

planted
O ther
land

Planting
(hectares) P ro 

duction 
(000 

cu. m .)
New

Planting
R e

stocking

Achaglachgach,
Strathclyde 11,342 4,838 175 3,291 3,038 403 2 7

Achray, Central 5,561 3,817 106 147 1,491 45 13 6
A rdgartan , S tra th 

clyde 13,361 5,225 212 24 7,900 24 45 21
A rran, S trathclyde . . 11,427 6,115 — 1,779 3,533 430 _ __
Barcaldine, S tra th 

clyde 7,779 4,617 251 347 2,564 64 19 13
Benmore, Strathclyde 10,399 5,761 129 322 4,187 103 50 22
Buchanan, Strathclyde

and  Central 6,474 3,474 186 35 2,779 89 43 2
C arradale, Strathclyde 6,575 3,330 41 1,772 1,432 359 6 4
C arron  Valley, S tra th 

clyde and C entral 4,708 4,148 — 153 407 114 44 15
Eredine, Strathclyde 6,956 4,732 32 437 1,755 255 — 5
Fearnoch, S trathclyde 6,013 4,780 149 479 605 273 6 3
G arelochhead, S tra th 

clyde 2,641 1,791 65 152 633 74 16 —
G lenaray, Strathclyde 7,454 4,125 108 1,622 1,599 213 — —
G lenbranter, S tra th 

clyde 6,969 4,435 85 71 2,378 46 73 24
Glencoe, Strathclyde

and H ighland 9,023 4,571 51 138 4,263 5 5 11
G lendaruel, S tra th 

clyde 9,712 5,637 164 1,380 2,531 246 9 4
Glenorchy, S tra th 

clyde and C entral 15,314 7,507 63 298 7,446 287 — —
Inverliever, S tra th 

clyde 13,381 8,556 36 524 4,265 140 52 15
Kilmichael, S tra th 

clyde 11,493 8,624 17 150 2,702 160 20 24
K napdale, Strathclyde 7,237 4,903 185 695 1,454 144 28 16
Loch A rd , C entral . . 10,911 7,482 193 905 2,331 154 17 15
South K intyre, S tra th 

clyde 11,855 9,390 47 1,018 1,400 624 — 3
Strathyre, C entral and

Tayside 9,477 5,520 — 1,180 2,777 497 — 12
W hitelee, Strathclyde 8,860 4,606 — 2,643 1,611 638 — —
Chapelhall D epot,

Strathclyde 2 — — — 2 — — —

T o t a l 214,924 127,984 2,295 19,562 65,083 5,387 448 222
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Appendix IX

Map showing the situation of the Commission 
Forests and the boundaries of the Conservancies 
at 31 March 1980
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ACCOUNTS 1979-80

BALANCE SHEET of the Forestry Commission Forestry 
Enterprise as at 31 March 1980, and ACCOUNTS for the 
year ended 31 March 1980, together with the Report of 
the Comptroller and Auditor General thereon.





C O N TE N T S e n t  1

Balance Sheet as a t 31 M arch 1980
Plantations A ccount .............................
Forest R ecreation and A m enity A ccount 
Com m ercial R ecreation  T rad ing  A ccount 
H arvesting T rad ing  A ccount 
Surplus E sta te  T rading A ccount 
Agency Services T rad ing  A ccount 
M iscellaneous T rad ing  A ccount 
T rading and  Variance A ccounts Sum m ary 
Sale o f  L and  and Buildings A ccount 
L abour O ncost
O verhead and F orest E state  Expenses . .  
N otes on  the A ccounts

Statem ent Page
88

1 89
2 90
3 90
4 91
5 92
6 93
7 93
8 94
9 95

10 96
11 97

98

)0

113
717

830

711

541

017

524

202

322

592

730)
678)

408)
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FORESTRY COMMISSION
A C C O U N TS O F  T H E  FO R E S T R Y  E N T E R P R IS E  F O R  T H E  Y EA R  

E N D E D  31 M A R C H  1980 
BALANCE SH E E T  AS AT 31 M A R C H  1980 

A s a t See N otes/
31 M arch 1979 Statem ents

£000 £000 £000 
Source o f Funds 

C a p i t a l  a n d  R e s e r v e s

463,534 C apital ...............................................................  N o te  3 496,432
(3,050) T rad ing  and  Variance A ccount balances Statem ent 8 (18,024)

129,084 C urrent C ost Reserve . .  N o te  6 248,411

589,568 726,819
93,959 N o t i o n a l  S u p e r a n n u a t i o n  F u n d  N ote  7 107,583

683,527 834,402

Employment o f  Funds
117,717 F ix e d  A s s e t s  . .  N o te  8 144,935

N e t  C u r r e n t  A s s e t s  
7,539 Stocks and  w ork in progress . .  N o te  9 9,087
7,603 D ebtors and sundry  debit balances 10,539
1,990 Cash a t bank and  in hand N ote  10 1,417

17,132 21,043
9,435 C reditors and accrued expenses 7,168

7,697 13,875

558,113 P l a n t a t io n s  at standard  cost S tatem ent 1 675,592

683,527  834,402

T he notes o n  pages 98 to  107 form  part o f  these Accounts.

G. D. Holmes 
Accounting Officer 

4 Septem ber 1980

I have exam ined the above Balance Sheet an d  the  annexed Statem ents 1 to  11 in  accordance 
with the  provisions o f the Exchequer and A ud it D epartm ents A ct 1921 .1 have obtained all the 
inform ation  and explanations th a t I have required, an d  I certify, as the result o f  m y aud it, that 
in m y opinion this Balance Sheet and the  S tatem ents 1 to  11 are properly d raw n up so as to 
exhibit a  true  and fair view o f the sta te  o f  affairs and  transactions o f the services to  w hich they 
relate, subject to  the  inaccuracies referred to  in N o te  21.

20 N ovem ber 1980 Douglas Henley
Exchequer and  A udit D epartm ent C om ptroller and  A ud ito r G eneral
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Statement 1
FO R ESTR Y  C O M M IS S IO N

PL A N TA TIO N S A C C O U N T  F O R  T H E  Y E A R  E N D E D  31 M A R C H  1980
Previous See N otes/

Year Statem ents
£000

A t 1 A pril 1979: 875,240 hectares valued at
£000 £000

482,685 standard  (1978-79) cost 558,113
43,442 R evaluation  adjustm ent N ote  6 83,717

526,127 641,830
E x p e n d i t u r e

43 Planta tions acquired 139
3,811 L and planted N o te  8(d) 6,201
3,071 F o rm ation 3,791
2,697 Protection 3,053
1,996 C rop im provem ent 2,333

485 Lease rents, supplies and m iscellaneous . . 645
2,587 R oad  construction 3,368
1,413 R oad  m aintenance 1,450
1,826 R esearch and developm ent 2,241
6,770 L abour oncost Statem ent 10 7,823
8,005 O verhead expenses Statem ent 11 8,518

16,955 Interest N o te  5 20,149

49,659

575,786

159
63

479

I n c o m e  
D isposal o f  plantations 
Surplus on  sale o f F orest E state properties 
Sundry incom e

Statem ent 9
365
102
550

701

575,085 N e t  E x p e n d i t u r e

5,260

9,533

S u b s id ie s  a n d  T r a n s f e r s  
Planting and restocking subsid ies. .

T ransfer charge to  H arvesting T rading 
A ccount fo r thinnings and  fellings 
rem oved

N ote  3(b), (c) 
and (d)

S tatem ent 4 
and  N o te  13

14,793

560,292 N e t  T o t a l

558,113

{2,179)
501

A t 31 M arch 1980: 890,939 hectares valued at 
standard  (1979-80) cost

V ariance from  standard  
V ariance from  previous y e a r . .

Deficit
Deficit

N o te  11

59,711

701,541

1,017

700,524

8,406

13,796

{1,678) Variance to  date Deficit Statem ent 8

22,202

678,322

675,592

(2,730)
(1,678)

(4,408)
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Statement 2
FO R ESTR Y  C O M M IS S IO N  

FO R E ST  R E C R E A T IO N  A N D  A M E N IT Y  A C C O U N T  
F O R  T H E  Y E A R  E N D E D  31 M A R C H  1980 

Previous See N otes/
Year S tatem ents

£000 £000
1,492 D irect expenditure . .  1,689

664 L abour oncost . .  S tatem ent 10 720
1,538 Overhead expenses . .  . .  S tatem ent 11 1,478

181 Interest . . . .  N o te  5 194

3,875 4,081
9 Less  increase in stock  28

3.866 4,053
440 Incom e . .  520

3,426 R ecreation and  A m enity su b s id y . .  . .  N ote  3(b), (c) 3,533
  an d  (e) --------

C O M M E R C IA L  R E C R E A T IO N  T R A D IN G  A C C O U N T  
F O R  T H E  Y E A R  E N D E D  31 M A R C H  1980

Previous
Year

£000
(A)

495
80

176
21

Campsites and Forest Cabins 
D irect expenditure 
L abour oncost . . . .  
Overhead expenses 
Interest .............................

See N otes/ 
Statem ents

. .  S tatem ent 10 

. .  S tatem ent 11 
N o te  5

£000

683
97

152
26

772
897 Incom e ...........................................

125
130

Balance (standard  surplus £255,000) 
Interest on  capital employed N ote 5

Surplus

(5)
U )

Balance in year after interest 
Balance from  previous year

N ote  12 Deficit
Deficit

«5) Balance to  date Deficit

(B)
68
35

186
18

Shooting and Fishing 
D irect expenditure 
L abour oncost 
O verhead expenses 
Interest

. .  S tatem ent 10 

. .  S tatem ent 11 
N ote  5

89
51

198
25

307
351 Incom e

44
U l)

Balance in  year 
Balance from  previous year

N ote  12 Surplus
Surplus

33 Balance to  date Surplus

Statem ent 3

£000

958
1,117

159
170

~ 0 1 )  

 (6)
(17)

363
432

69
33

102

27  (A) and  (B) Balance to  date Statem ent 8 Surplus 85
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FO R ESTR Y  C O M M IS S IO N
H A R V E ST IN G  T R A D IN G  A C C O U N T  F O R  T H E  Y E A R  E N D E D  31

Previous
Year

£000

25,647

217

25,864

8,704
1,977

10,681

751

9S3 0

15,934
4,023
5,706

898

10,627

5,307

9,533

(4,226)
(788)

N e t  H a r v e s t i n g  R e v e n u e  
Deduct L abour oncost

O verhead expenses 
Interest

See NotesI 
Statem ents

I n c o m e

Sale o f produce ..............................
Value o f  produce used in C om m is

sion’s forests

E x p e n d i t u r e

M a r k i n g ,  m easuring, harvesting, 
ex traction  and  conversion . .  

C arriage and  o th er expenses . .

Deduct increase in stock and w ork in 
progress

S tatem ent 10 
S tatem ent 11 

N o te  5

B a l a n c e  . .  . .  .....................................
Deduct T ransfer charge from  P lan ta

tions A ccount fo r thinnings 
and fellings rem oved 
(at 1979-80 standard  value) . .

B a l a n c e

Balance from  previous year

Statem ent 4 

M A R C H  1980

£000 £000 

34,157 

225

(5,014) Balance to  date

Surplus

Statem ent 1 
and  N o te  13

Deficit
Deficit

Statem ent 8 Deficit

34,382

11,301
2,873

14,174

556

5,197
6,653
1,171

13,618

20,764

13,021

7,743

13,796

(6,053)
(5,014)

(11,067)
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Previous
Year
£000

157
13 

196
14

380
U4)

366

197

(169)
606

(775)

4,018
(76)

3$4 2

3,167

258

3,425

Statement 5
FO R ESTR Y  C O M M IS S IO N  

SU R PL U S EST A T E  T R A D IN G  A C C O U N T  F O R  T H E  Y EA R  
E N D E D  31 M A R C H  1980

See N otes/

O perational A ccount 
D irect expenditure 
L abour oncost 
Overhead expenses 
Interest

A d d  decrease in stock

Statem ents

Statem ent 10 
Statem ent 11 

N o te  5

Incom e

B a l a n c e .............................
Interest on  capital employed

Balance in year a fte r interest . .

C apital A djustm ents 
Surplus o n  revaluation  o f land  and

buildings .............................
Deficit on sale o f  properties

Balance in  year 
Balance from  previous year 

As previously reported  . .  
P rio r year adjustm ent

As restated

Balance to  date

N ote 5

N o te  2 
S tatem ent 9

N o te  2

£000 £000

180
12

278
22

Deficit

Deficit

492
14

506

278

(228)
858

(1,086)

(200)

(200)

(1,286)

Surplus 3,425 
(5,044)

S tatem ent 8 Deficit

(1,619)

(2,905)
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Previous
Year
£000

886
365
253

50

1,554
1 J 9 8

44
(.74)

(30)

Previous
Year
£000

166
54

220

FO R ESTR Y  C O M M IS S IO N  
A G E N C Y  SER V IC ES T R A D IN G  A C C O U N T  F O R  T H E  Y E A R  

E N D E D  31 M A R C H  1980
See N otes/
S tatem ents

Statement 6

D irect e x p e n d itu re .............................
L abour oncost ..............................
O verhead e x p en ses .............................
In terest ...........................................

. .  S tatem ent 10 

. .  S tatem ent 11 
N o te  5

£000
962
397
276

61

Incom e
1,696
1,626

Balance
Balance from  previous year

N o te  15 Deficit
Deficit

(70)
(30)

Balance to  da te . .  S tatem ent 8 Deficit (100)

Statem ent 7
M ISC EL L A N E O U S T R A D IN G  A C C O U N T  F O R  T H E  Y E A R  

E N D E D  31 M A R C H  1980
See N otes/
Statem ents

£000
Jo in t M anagem ent Scheme N o te  16

I n c o m e ......................................................................  151
B alance from  previous y e a r ..............................  220

Balance to  d a t e ..............................  . .  S tatem ent 8 Surplus 371

93



FO R ESTR Y  C O M M IS S IO N  
T R A D IN G  A N D  V A R IA N C E  A C C O U N T S SU M M A R Y  

F O R  T H E  Y E A R  E N D E D  31 M A R C H  1980

Statement 8

Previous
Year See S tatem ents
£000 £000

(1.678) Plantations 1 Deficit (4,408)
(5.014) H a rv es tin g .............................. 4 Deficit (11,067)

(6.692) S u b - T o ta l ............................. (15,475)
27 C om m ercial R ecreation 3 Surplus 85

3.425 Surplus E state 5 Deficit (2,905)
(30) Agency Services 6 Deficit (100)
220 M iscellaneous 7 Surplus 371

Balance a t 31 M arch 1980 being accum ulated to
(3.050) end o f  quinquennium  (1982) Deficit (18,024)
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Statement 9

830
187

1
229

16

1,263

SA LE O F  L A N D  A N D  B U IL D IN G S  A C C O U N T  
F O R  T H E  Y E A R  E N D E D  31 M A R C H  1980

FORESTRY COMMISSION

Previous
Year
£000

1,250 Sale price

Deduct C urren t valuation 
D isposal expenses 
L abour oncost . .  
O verhead expenses 
In terest

See N otes/ 
Statem ents

Statem ent 10 
Statem ent 11 

N o te  5

£000

1,650
221

1
344

30

£000
2,148

(13) B alance in year Deficit

2,246

(98)

Analysed to
£000

Transferred to

(76) Surplus Estate Deficit (200) Surplus E state  T rading 
A ccount 

(Statem ent 5)
63 F orest Estate Surplus 102 P lan ta tions A ccount

(Statem ent 1)
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FO R E ST R Y  C O M M IS S IO N  
ST A T E M E N T  O F  L A B O U R  O N C O ST  

F O R  T H E  Y E A R  E N D E D  31 M A R C H  1980
Previous

Year

Statement 10

£000 £000
3,568 N ational insurance, holidays and  sick pay 4,396
1,273 W et tim e ............................. 1,368
3,077 T ransport o f workers and  travelling and subsistence 3,644

335 Training 391
523 Miscellaneous 819

— Protective clothing 313
3,236 Provision fo r pensions and  gratuities 3,434

12,012 14,365
57 Less M iscellaneous incom e . . 61

11.955 14,304

D istribution See Statem ents
6,770 P la n ta tio n s ........................................... 1 7,823
4,023 H a rv e s tin g ............................. 4 5,197

10,793 Sub-Total (S tandard  £11,805,000) 13,020
664 F orest R ecreation  and A m e n ity .............................. 2 720

C om m ercial R ecreation : Cam psites and  Forest
80 C a b in s ............................. 3 97
35 Shooting  and  Fishing 3 51
13 Surplus Estate 5 12

365 Agency .............................  .............................. 6 397
1 Sale o f L and and Buildings 9 1
4 D ebtors 6

11,955 14,304
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Statement 11

ST A T E M E N T  O F  O V ER H EA D  A N D  FO R E S T  EST A T E  E X PEN SES 
F O R  T H E  Y E A R  E N D E D  31 M A R C H  1980

FORESTRY COMMISSION

Previous
Year
£000

10,439
2.0981 
1,560

176 
175 
451 
220 
6811

1.982 
1,772

19,554
268

19,286

8,005
1,538

176
186

5,706
196
253
229

3

16,292
2,994

19,286

Salaries an d  national i n s u r a n c e .............................
£000

11,964
Travelling, subsistence and  staff transfer expenses 2,486
Office expenses 1,785
Losses, com pensation  and  bad  debts 276
Legal expenses 210
D epreciation  on  eq u ip m en t. .  ............................. 571
Protective c l o t h i n g ........................................................ —
M iscellaneous expenses 838
Provision fo r pensions and gratuities 2,250
A ccom m odation and  estate  expenses (N ote  18) 1,052

Less M iscellaneous incom e ..
21,432

203

D istribu tion See Statem ents

21,229

P la n ta tio n s ...................................................................... 1 8,518
F orest R ecreation  an d  A m e n ity ............................. 2 1,478
C om m ercial R ecreation: C am p sites and  Forest 

Cabins 3 152
Shooting and Fishing 3 198

H arvesting . .  ............................. 4 6,653
Surplus E state  . .  ............................. 5 278
Agency ...................................................................... 6 276
Sale o f L and  and  Buildings 9 344
D e b t o r s ...................................................................... 3

T otal Forestry  E nterprise 17,900
Forestry  A uthority 3,329

S tandard  ......................................................................

21,229

24,02320,672

tPrevious year’s figures incorporate a compensatory adjustment o f £432,000 due to reclassification 
of certain expenses.
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FO R E S T R Y  E N T E R P R IS E  
N O TE S O N  T H E  A C C O U N T S

1 . A c c o u n t i n g  P o l ic ie s

(a) T arget R ate  o f R eturn
T he C om m ission has been set a  target ra te  o f  re tu rn  o f  3 per cent in  real term s o n  assets 
em ployed, which were revalued a t 1 A pril 1977.
P lantations, the m ain asset, were revalued on  the  basis o f  the  sum  o f  net incom es expected 
in the future discounted a t the  target ra te . Subsidies were in troduced in to  the account to  
reco rd :

(i) T he Forestry  subsidy, being the difference between the target o f  3 per cent and  the 
ra te  (currently 5 per cent) set fo r public  sector trading bodies. D etails a re  given in 
N o te  4  to  the Accounts.

(ii) T he extent to  which new planting and  restocking undertaken  principally fo r social 
reasons cannot earn  3 per cent. D etails are  given in N o te  3.

(iii) T he net cost o f  the  provision o f recreation, am enity and n a tu re  conservation fo r which 
com m ercial objectives canno t be set. D etails are  given in S tatem ent 2 and N ote  3 (c) 
and (e).

(b) M easurem ent o f  Perform ance
Perform ance against the target ra te  o f  re tu rn  can only be effectively m easured after com 
plete revaluation  o f  the  p lan ta tions an d  o th er assets which is undertaken  every five years, 
the  results being reported  in special notes to  the  accounts together w ith a  review o f  the 
level o f  subsidies fo r the next quinquennium . T o  m on ito r progress during  the years between 
valuations an annual com parison is m ade o f  the  actual costs incurred and  incom e realised 
from  sales w ith the s tandards assum ed in  th e  revaluation  and  suitably adjusted fo r inflation. 
T he variances between these standards an d  actual results are accum ulated in  the  Balance 
Sheet and  explained in  the  notes on the  accounts.

(c) Inflation  Accounting
T he general objectives o f current cost accounting  as prom ulgated in  S tatem ent o f S tandard  
A ccounting Practice (SSAP) 16 have been adop ted  in p repara tion  o f the  accounts. Sup
plem entary historical cost inform ation has no t however been prepared  in add ition  to  the 
curren t cost accounts since it is inappropria te  and  unnecessary w ith a  com plete revaluation  
and  reconstruction  a t five-yearly intervals. Specific published indices have been used to 
adjust the  value o f  fixed assets, and  also s tock  where appropria te , to  curren t value to  the 
business. T here is, however, no  specific published ‘forestry’ index an d  since one canno t be 
accurately constructed  because o f  the  varying weights o f  expenditures and  incom es, a  
general price index (based on the G D P  im plicit price deflator) o f the change in the  pur
chasing pow er o f  the pound has been used instead to  adjust th e  p lanta tions valuation , the 
p lanting and  restocking subsidies and  the  standards used in  the  m easurem ent o f  perfor
m ance. A  financial gearing adjustm ent is n o t m ade since it is inappropriate  fo r a  grant-aided 
body, and  no  adjustm ent is m ade to  reflect the  im pact o f  price changes in  the funds tied up 
in m onetary  w orking capital because the  effect on  the  C om m ission is considered to  be 
m inim al.

(d) P rio r year am ounts are  provided fo r com parison bu t w ithout adjustm ents fo r the change 
in the purchasing pow er o f the pound.

(e) T he accounting  policies adopted  fo r o th er item s are explained under appropria te  headings 
in the notes below.

FORESTRY COMMISSION

2. P r i o r  Y e a r  A d j u s t m e n t s

(а) T he increase arising from  the annual revaluation  o f  the  surplus estate  assets was, in the 
first two years o f  the quinquennium , credited to  the  Surplus E state  T rading A ccount 
(Statem ent 5). In  conform ity with the  recom m ended accounting treatm ent in S tatem ent o f 
S tandard  A ccounting Practice (SSAP) 16, such unrealised surpluses o n  revaluation  a re  
m ore appropriately  credited to  the  C urren t C ost Reserve (N o te  6), and  a n  adjustm ent o f 
£5,044,000 has therefore been m ade to  the  p rio r year balances carried  forw ard  in the 
Surplus E state  T rad ing  A ccount and  in  th e  C urren t Cost Reserve.

(б) M inor discrepancies, to ta lling  £25,000, have been discovered in  the  calculation o f p rio r 
year new planting  and  restocking subsidies. A ppropriate  corrections have been m ade in 
the  current year in bo th  the  P lantations A ccount (Statem ent 1) and  in  C apital (N o te  3).
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N otes on the A ccounts (continued)

3 . C a p i t a l

Previous
Year
£000

441,788 Balance a t 1 A pril 1979 . .  ..............................
£000

29,310
6,968

G rant-in-A id  o f the Forestry  Fu n d  fo r 1979-80 
less A ppropriated  fo r the Forestry  A uthority

43,250
8,440

22,342
8,785

G rant-in-A id  o f  the Forestry  E nterprise fo r 1979-80 
less Subsidies etc (see analysis below in (b))

34,810
12,027

13,557 A ddition  o f G rant-in-A id to  C apita l fo r 1979-80 . .

8,189 N otional interest on  C apital (N ote  5 below) •

463,534 Balance a t 31 M arch 1980

£000
463,534

22,783

10,115

496,432

(a) T he balance a t 31 M arch 1980 includes:
(i) A  liability to  the  C row n E state C om m issioners o f £1,371,000 (no change from  the 

previous year) contingent upon the sale o f  p roperty  acquired w ithout paym ent under 
Forestry  (T ransfer o f  W oods) O rders 1924-61.

(ii) G ifts to  the  value o f  £153,000 (no change from  the  previous year).

(b) T he sum  o f  £12,027,000 deducted fo r Subsidies etc. is m ade up of:
Previous

Year 
£000

Planting  and  restocking subsidies including prio r year adjustm ent ((c)
5,260 and  (d) below and N o te  2) ......................................................................

Forest R ecreation  and  A m enity subsidy (Statem ent 2 and  (c) and (e)
3,426 below)

99 N o tional sick and injury benefit and  m aternity  pay .............................

8,785

£000

8,406

3,533
88

12,027

(c) D etails o f  subsidies (see page 100).

{d) T he p lanting and  restocking subsidies per hectare fo r each C onservancy are  derived from  
the weighted average o f the net discounted revenues a t 3 per cent o f  the  various soil type 
m odels representing the  reserve o f the  p lantable land a t 1 A pril 1977. T he to ta l subsidies 
fo r each Conservancy are calculated by m ultiplying the  to ta l a rea  planted and  restocked in  
the year by the average subsidy per hectare converted in to  current pounds by application 
o f the index based on the G D P  implicit price deflator.

(e) F orest R ecreation  and Am enity covers visitor centres, car parks, forest walks, na tu re  trails, 
conservation o f wildlife etc. and  sm all-scale am enity p lanting from  which no  comm ercial 
ra te  o f  re tu rn  can  be expected, together w ith m o to r sports and  o ther specialist activities. 
E xpenditure on  these facilities less related incom e is m et by a  subsidy which am ounts to 
£3,533,000 in 1979-80 (com pared to  £3,426,000 in 1978-79). T he level o f  subsidy to  date 
is less th an  the am oun t foreshadow ed annually  fo r the  curren t quinquennium  in the  
1976-77 A nnual R eport o f  £3 m illion in  real term s.

4. F o r e s t r y  S u b s id y

This subsidy m easures the  extent to  which the  target ra te  o f  re tu rn  set a t 3 per cent in real 
term s fo r forestry falls sho rt o f  the required ra te  o f  re tu rn  (currently 5 per cent) set fo r public 
sector trad ing  bodies calculated as follows:
Previous

Year
£000 £000 

Interest a t 5 per cent in  real term s being the  required ra te  o f re tu rn  
(R R R ) set fo r public sector trading bodies calculated on  the  average

30,990 value o f  assets employed a t the  beginning and  end o f the  year . .  37,158
Interest charge in  real term s m ade in  the  accounts (see N o te  5 below) 

based o n  the  average value o f  assets employed a t the beginning and 
18,889 end o f the  y e a r ................................................................................................. 22,706

12,101 Difference being Forestry  Subsidy ...........................................  14,452
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5 . I n t e r e s t  C h a r g e

The target ra te  o f re tu rn  set fo r forestry is 3 per cent in  real term s except fo r investm ent in 
Surplus E state  and Com m ercial R ecreation w here the required  ra te  is th a t set fo r public sector 
trad ing  bodies, currently  5 per cent. In  add ition  an  in ternal stan d ard  is used in  investm ent
appraisal and  setting charges fo r cam p sites an d  cabin  projects based on  yielding a surplus o f
7J per cent on  the current value o f capital em ployed. T his particu lar stan d ard  is recorded 
separately in  the  Com m ercial R ecreation  A ccount fo r com parison w ith the  surplus earned 
prio r to  interest charges a t the  required ra te  o f  re tu rn .

T he target rates o f re tu rn  are reflected in th e  accounts by interest charges which are  based 
on the average value o f assets employed a t the  beginning and end o f the  year. These interest 
charges are calculated as fo llow s:

£000
5 per cent on  Surplus E state assets . .  880
5 per cent on  Com m ercial R ecreation  assets . . .  196
3 per cent on  all o th er assets . . . .  21,630

N otes on  the A ccounts (continued)

22,706

The to ta l interest o f £22,706,000 has been distributed w ithin the accounts as 
fo llow s:

See N otes/
Statem ents

£000
C apital . .  N o te  3 10,115
Superannuation  Fu n d  N ote  7 12,591

22,706

P lan ta tions
F orest R ecreation  and A m enity 
Com m ercial R ecreation : Cam psites and F orest C abins 

Shooting an d  F ishing . .
H a r v e s t i n g ...........................................
Surplus E state  
Agency
Sale o f  L and and Buildings

£000
Statem ent 1 20,149
Statem ent 2 194
Statem ent 3 196*
Statem ent 3 25
Statem ent 4 1,171
Statem ent 5 880*
Statem ent 6 61
Statem ent 9 30

22,706

‘ Includes interest on  the  use o f o th er assets (e.g. V M E and  adm in istration  buildings) 
which were n o t specifically acquired  fo r th e  activities concerned. Such interest 
charges are  identified separately under operational expenditure in the accounts.

6 . C u r r e n t  C o s t  R e s e r v e

(previously C apital M aintenance Reserve)
Previous

Year
£000 £000 £000 
57.742 B alance a t 1 A pril 1979 . .  129,084

—  P rio r year adjustm ent 5,044

—  A s r e s t a t e d .................................................................................... 134,128
Increases arising from  revaluation  o f  assets a t 31 M arch

1980
43,442  S tandard  value o f p lanta tions 83,717
26,085 L and  and  buildings in F orest E sta te  . .  24,603

—  L and  and  buildings in Surplus E state  . .  3,954
1,553 Vehicles, m achineiy and  equipm ent . .  1,549

99  F u rn itu re  and  equipm ent . . . .  180
82  Stocks and  w ork in  progress . . . .  176

71,261 114,179
A djustm ents arising from  reclassification o f  assets a t 

81 31 M arch  1980   104

129,084 248,411
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The C urrent Cost Reserve consists m ainly o f the surpluses (o r deficits) arising from  the 
annual revaluation  o f assets w ithin the quinquennium .

T he standard  value o f  p lantations, including th e  land, is reassessed annually  by application  
o f an  index based on the  G D P  implicit price defla tor; this index records a  rise o f  15 per cent 
in the year and 40 per cent since the  beginning o f  the quinquennium . O ther assets are revalued 
as described in  notes 8 and 9 below.

Reclassification o f  properties between groups o f  assets (o ther th an  new planting  w hich is 
dealt w ith in no te  8 below) occasionally takes place w ithin the  quinquennium  and  this m ay 
result in a change o f value. Such adjustm ents a re  reflected by an  entry  in the C urren t C ost 
Reserve.

N otes on the A ccounts (continued)

7 . N o t io n a l  S u p e r a n n u a t i o n  F u n d  

Previous 
Year
£000 £000
81,684 Balance a t 1 A pril 1979 ...........................................................  93,959
10,700 In terest a t 13-4 per cent on opening balance .................................  12,591

Provision m ade during  year (including £462,000 charged to  Forestry
5,604 A u th o r i ty ) .........................................................................    6,146

785 C ontributions received during  the y e a r ................................................................  1,171

98,773 113,867
4,814 Less  Paym ents m ade during the year 6,284

93,959  Balance a t 31 M arch 1980 . .  107,583

T h e  N o tio n al Superannuation  Fu n d  was revalued by the G overnm ent A ctuary a t 1 April 
1977 to  £71,400,000. T he balance o f  the  F u n d  represents the  C om m ission’s liability fo r pay
m ents o f  pension rights to  existing an d  re tired  staff. I t  is n o t specifically invested bu t is, in 
effect, a  first charge on  the  assets em ployed by the  Com m ission. Included in the paym ents are 
annuities to talling £47,000 paid to  the  N a tional D ebt Office in respect o f com m uted com pen
sa tion  allowances totalling  £317.000 which were paid  to  forester grades w ho retired prem aturely.

8 . F ix e d  A s s e t s

Freehold and Leasehold L and and  Buildings

A t 1 April 1979 ..............................
A dditions
Disposals and transfers a t bo o k  value 
D epreciation  charge fo r year 
R evaluation  adjustm ent

A t 31 M arch .1980 . .

Forest Surplus
Estate Estate Total

£000 £000 £000
87,990 13,981 101,971
4,386 154 4,540
9,738 (2,218) 7,520
1,720 — 1,720

24,603 3,954 28,557

105,521 20,307 125,828

Plant and  E quipm ent

G ross current replacem ent cost 
A t 1 A pril 1979 
A dditions during year a t cost 
Disposals and transfers a t book 
R evaluation  adjustm ent . .

A t 31 M arch 1980

Vehicles, Furniture
M achines and

and Equipment
Equipment Total

£000 £000 £000

37,356 1,714 39,070
6,544 104 6,648
2,817 74 2,891
3,780 344 4,124

44,863 2,088 46,951
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N otes on  the A ccounts (continued)

D epreciation
A t 1 A pril 1979 ...........................................
P rovision fo r year
E lim inated on  disposals and  transfers . .  
Backlog depreciation on  revaluation

A t 31 M arch 1980 . .

N et current replacem ent cost 
A t 31 M arch 1980 
A t 1 A pril 1979 

T o ta l Fixed Assets
A t 31 M arch 1980 
A t 1 April 1979

Land and  Buildings
{a) L and under p lanta tions is treated  as part o f  the overall P lanta tions asset (Statem ent 1) and 

is accordingly revalued annually  by reference to  the index based on the G D P  im plicit price 
deflator.

(b) O ther freehold and leasehold land and  all buildings were valued by professionally qualified 
staff a t 1 A pril 1977 generally on  the  basis o f open m arket values w ith acquisition  costs 
added fo r forest estate  properties and  disposal expenses deducted from  surplus properties. 
Specialist buildings were, however, valued a t net replacem ent cost. F o rest recreation  and 
am enity facilities are only included in the B alance Sheet a t a  nom inal value o f £1 per item  
fo r asset accounting purposes. T he balance o f  the expenditure on  the creation  o f these 
facilities is charged directly to  the F orest R ecreation and A m enity Subsidy A ccount as 
this is intended to  em brace bo th  the capital and  curren t expenditure on  these activities 
w hen incurred.

(c) A  fu rth er professional valuation  o f these assets will be carried ou t a t the  end o f  the  qu in
quennium  in M arch 1982. In  the  interim  period the end o f  year valuations have been 
assessed as follows:
L and -  fo r land  aw aiting p lanting by use o f  a n  internal index based on the curren t cost 

o f  acquisition (indicating a  20 per cent rise over the  year) and fo r o th er lan d  by 
application  o f  indices published by the  In land  R evenue relating to  sales o f 
agricultural and  forestry land  (indicating increases ranging from  32 to  34 per 
cent in  the  valuations).

Buildings -  by application  o f a n  index relating  to  the cost o f new construction  as published 
by the D epartm ent o f Industry . This index indicates a  rise o f 30 per cent in the 
year and  a  suitable adjustm ent was m ade thereto  in respect o f  surplus buildings 
which are  no t depreciated.

(d) D isposals and  transfers include land afforested in  the  year w ith a  corresponding entry  in 
the  P lanta tions account and also reclassification o f land between F orest and  Surplus E state. 
Differences betw een the updated  value o f the  land used fo r p lanting and the  s tandard  value 
o f  land under p lanta tions (see (a) above) are  reflected in  the  P lantations Variance account. 
Differences arising from  reclassification betw een F orest and  Surplus E state  a re  reflected in 
the  C urren t C ost Reserve.

(e) Buildings are  occasionally reclassified between F orest E state  and  Surplus E state  during  the 
quinquennium  and  an  appropria te  adjustm ent is m ade in such cases to  the  opening balances 
a t the s ta rt o f  each year. In  addition, am endm ents were m ade to  the 1979-80 opening 
balances w ithin Fixed Assets to  cover the reclassification o f F orest E state Buildings to  P lant 
and E quipm ent.

P lant, M achinery and E quipm ent
( / )  These assets have been valued a t gross curren t replacem ent cost calculated principally by 

reference to  asset type indices issued by the D epartm ent o f  Industry  (showing increases o f up 
to  20 per cent) less aggregate depreciation on the  basis stated  below to  reflect the  expired 
p ro p o rtio n  o f  the assets’ w orking lives.
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Vehicles, Furniture
M achines and

and Equipment
Equipment Total

£000 £000 £000

22,469 855 23,324
4,755 166 4,921
2,726 70 2,796
2,231 164 2,395

26,729 1,115 27,844

18,134 973 19,107
14,887 859 15,746

_ _ 144,935
— - 117,717



N otes on the A ccounts (continued)

D epreciation
(g ) D epreciation  is provided a t varying rates designed to write off the cost o f fixed assets in 

equal annual instalm ents over their an ticipated  useful lives. F reehold  and  leasehold land 
and buildings classified as surplus are  no t depreciated. T he estim ated useful lives used for 
depreciation calculations a re  as fo llow s:
Buildings -  13-80 years or, in the  case o f leasehold buildings, the  term  o f the

lease, whichever is the  shorter.
Vehicles, m achinery 

and equipm ent -  3-16 years 
F u rn itu re  and 

equipm ent -  5-20 years.

9 . S t o c k s  a n d  W o r k  i n  P r o g r e s s  

Previous 
Year 
£000
4,832 T im ber 

829 P lants and seed
157 L ivestock .............................

1,721 C onsum able m aterials and supplies

7,539

T he bases fo r valuation  are  as fo llo w s:
T im ber and plants -  a t net realisable value
Livestock -  a t th e  low er o f  h istoric  cost and  net realisable value.
C onsum able m aterials, 

supplies and seed -  a t cu rren t replacem ent cost assessed e ither by last
price paid  o r by application  o f  a  D O I index thereto.

10. C a s h  a t  B a n k s  a n d  i n  H a n d  

Previous 
Year
£000 £000
1,693 B alance o f Forestry  F u n d  w ith Paym aster G eneral 560

105 B alance in banks . .  . .  . .  . .  852
192 Cash in transit and  in hand  . . . . . .  5

1,990 1 ,4 1 7

£000
5,388
1,109

105
2,485

9,087

1 1 . V a r i a n c e  o n  P l a n t a t io n s  A c c o u n t

T he increase in  the  valuation  o f p lan tations during  th e  year (at 1979-80 
prices) is £33,762,000 while the  actual net expenditures an d  transfer 
£36,492,000, a n  adverse variance o f  £2,730,000 which arises as fo llow s:

P lan ta tions acquired 
L and planted 
F o rm atio n
Pro tection  .............................
C rop  im provem ent
Lease rents, supplies an d  m iscellaneous
R o ad  construction  ..............................
R o ad  m a i n t e n a n c e ..............................

Sundry incom e

N et operational expenditure 
L abour oncost 
O verhead expenses 
R esearch and Developm ent

stan d ard  costs and 
values am oun t to

Standard
at 1979-80

costs and
prices A ctual Variances

£000 £000 £000
153 139 14

3,756 6,201 (2,445)
3,846 3,791 55
3,080 3,053 27
2,223 2,333 (110)

661 645 16
2,508 3,368 (860)
1,687 1,450 237

17,914 20,980 (3,066)
463 550 87

17,451 20,430 (2,979)
6,282 7,823 (1,541)

10,035 8,518 1,517
2,514 2,241 273

(2,730)
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T he contribu to ry  reasons fo r the  variances a re  detailed below.

(a) T he excess cost o f  £2,445,000 on L and  p lanted  represents the  difference betw een the current 
value and  the  s tandard  allowed fo r in the  p lan ta tions valuation  updated  by th e  G D P  index. 
The difference betw een the  two sets o f  valuations is now  very significant with acquisition 
costs o f  p lan tab le  land  having risen by 148 per cent since the s ta rt o f  the  quinquennium  
against an  increase in  the  s tandard  value o f p lan tab le  land  o f  40 per cent based on  the  G D P.

(b) T he saving o f £55,000 on F o rm atio n  a rose  from  reductions in  norm al p lanting costs 
a ttribu tab le  to  the  open w eather conditions in  w inter and spring partially  offset by increases 
in the  costs o f restocking w indblow n areas and  expenditure on the  purchase o f  im ported 
plants a t higher prices.

(c) R estrictions o n  m anpow er levels resulted in reduced program m es in  fire p ro tection  and 
fence m aintenance which com pensated for increased fencing costs in replanting  areas and 
produced an  overall saving o f £27,000 on  P rotection .

(d) T he additional cost o f  £110,000 on C rop Im provem ent stem m ed m ainly from  increased 
program m es o f cleaning to  reduce arrears from  previous years and  aerial fertilisation, a 
significant p ro portion  o f  which is expected to  increase the  productivity o f  plantations 
beyond the  level envisaged in  the  valuation  a t the  sta rt o f the quinquennium .

(e) T he saving o f  £16,000 on  Lease rents, supplies and m iscellaneous is principally due to  lower 
legal costs on  the  purchase o f  land th an  envisaged in the  standard .

( / )  T he excess cost o f £860,000 on  R oad  construction  is principally due to  program m e in
creases, particularly  on  upgrading, to  m eet the  higher specifications required  by the trend 
to  larger and heavier vehicles and  safety requirem ents.

(g) T he reduction  o f  £237,000 on R oad  m aintenance expenditure is due to  tim ing changes in 
program m es m ainly related to  the  need to  transfer resources to  ro ad  construction.

(A) T he £87,000 excess o f  incom e over stan d ard  is due to  larger deer culls and  higher prices 
paid  fo r venison th an  visualised when the s tan d ard  was set.

(0  The excess cost o f  £1,541,000 o n  L abour oncost is principally due to  arrears o f pay following 
backdated  pay aw ards, th e  inclusion o f  protective clothing previously treated  as overheads 
and  increases above the s tandard  b o th  in th e  provisions m ade fo r superannuation  benefit to 
industria l staff and in tran sp o rt costs (see a lso N o te  21).

O') T he reduction  o f £1,517,000 in O verhead expenses is due to  a  significant increase in the 
incom e received from  m ineral exploitation, the  transfer o f  protective clothing costs to  
L abour O ncost and the  fact that staff costs, w hich form  the  bu lk  o f  overheads, have risen by 
a sm aller m argin since the beginning o f the quinquennium  th an  the  G D P  increase o f  40 per 
cent.

(k) R esearch and  D evelopm ent charges to  the E nterprise were £273,000 less th an  anticipated 
partly  due to  savings in staff costs together with a  program m e reduction  in w ork  study.

N otes on  the A ccounts (continued)

1 2 . C o m m e r c ia l  R e c r e a t io n  T r a d i n g  A c c o u n t

T he C om m ercial R ecreation  account covers th e  provision o f tourist accom m odation  in  the  
form  o f cam ping and  caravan sites, forest cabins, etc. fo r overnight visitors and  the letting o f 
shooting  and  fishing rights belonging to  the C om m ission.

C am p sites and  cabins show a surplus o f  £ 1 5 9 ,0 0 0  before interest o n  capital em ployed. This 
surplus is equivalent to  a  re tu rn  o f 4 -7  per cent com pared to  the  target ra te  o f  5  per cent for 
public sector trad ing  bodies and 7 -5  per cent set as the internal standard . H ow ever the current 
year’s account includes expenditure incurred  on  the  developm ent o f  po tential cabin  sites now 
abandoned  because o f  public expenditure cuts an d  if  this expenditure is disregarded the  re tu rn  
on  capital em ployed is 5-5 per cent. T he provision  o f  facilities, w hich will never a tta in  a  
com m ercial re tu rn , to  com bat the  problem s o f  ‘wild’ cam ping, an d  a  lower occupancy ra te  
th an  th e  previous year fo r bo th  cabins and cam p sites a re  the principal reasons fo r the  shortfall 
against th e  in ternal standard . T he cum ulative shortfall in  the  quinquennium  against this 
in ternal s tan d ard  is now  £ 2 1 8 ,0 0 0  bu t only £ 1 7 ,0 0 0  against the  5  per cent interest ra te  charged 
in the  accounts. I t  is unlikely th a t the  earlier shortfall against the  in ternal stan d ard  will be 
recouped in the  curren t quinquennium  but it is still expected th a t the  overall re tu rn  will reach 
5 per cent fo r the  five-yearly period.

N o  separate  standard  has been set fo r  shooting  and  fishing. T here is a  surplus o f  £ 6 9 ,0 0 0  on 
the account in  the  year a fte r charging interest fo r  the  use o f  vehicles and  forest estate  properties 
and a  cum ulative surplus o f  £102,000 since th e  beginning o f the  quinquennium .

105



N otes on  the A ccounts (continued)

13. H a r v e s t in g  T r a d i n g  A c c o u n t

There was a deficit o f  £6,053,000 in the year o n  the H arvesting T rading A ccount after charging 
£13,796,000 fo r the  value o f fellings and  thinnings consum ed at curren t standard  values which 
allow fo r a  15 per cent increase fo r the year based on  the  G D P  im plicit price deflator. A  nil 
balance w ould have indicated fo r the  trees harvested no  deviation from  the 3 per cent target.

This deficit arose as follows:
Standard  

at 1979-80 
costs and

Incom e (after adjustm ent fo r increase in stock
o f  £ 9 7 , 0 0 0 ) .........................................................

Expenditure (after adjustm ent fo r increase 
in w ork in progress o f £459,000)

N et H arvesting R evenue 
L abour oncost (see N o te  17) . .

Surplus
Overheads and  Interest 

Balance . .

prices
£000

Actual
£000

Variance
£000

42,904 34,479 (8,425)

15,357 13,715 1,642

27,547
5,523

20,764
5,197

(6,783)
326

22,024
8,228

15,567
7,824

(6,457)
404

13,796 7,743 (6,053)

The standards are based on un it costs per cubic m etre so th a t the com parison with actual 
perform ance rem ains unaffected by changes in  the  volum e o f w ood handled.

The 1979-80 standards allow fo r a  15 per cent increase in  incom e and  expenditure based on  
the G D P  index. Costs have been held w ithin th e  revalued standards. How ever, incom ehasonly  
increased in  value per cubic m etre by 13 per cent which, a lthough  representing a n  im provem ent 
in actual m oney term s from  1978-79 (which was already below standard), represents a  shortfall 
o f  2 per cent com pared to the  increase in  s tandard  expected fo r the year as w ood values failed 
to keep pace with the  general ra te  o f inflation. A lthough  som e recovery occurred in the particle- 
board  industry, developm ents in  the  pulp, paper board  industry  were less favourable and  the 
pressures on  prices fo r sm all roundw ood continued to  feature in the m arket. These events 
reflect the general experience th roughou t E urope.

It is no t considered likely th a t the  significant im provem ent needed to  raise actual incom e to 
the standard  will be a tta inab le  in the rem aining years o f this quinquennium .

1 4 . S u r p l u s  E s t a t e  T r a d i n g  A c c o u n t

Surplus E state  comprises those properties which a re  no t required fo r the F orestry  E nterprise 
and are  intended to  be sold a t the earliest opportun ity . T he account shows a n  operational 
deficit on  letting the properties o f £1,086,000 afte r charging interest on  capital em ployed a t 5 
per cent. In  addition  a deficit o f  £200,000 arose  on sales during the  year (see Statem ent 9 for 
details). T he cum ulative deficit since the  beginning o f  the  quinquennium  is now  £2,905,000 bu t 
this is m ore th an  balanced by the w rite up o f £8,998,000 in  p roperty  values, arising from  the 
annual revaluation by index, which has been credited to  the  C urren t C ost Reserve.

15. A g e n c y  S e r v ic e s  T r a d i n g  A c c o u n t

Agency services covers the  provision o f  staff an d  m achinery to  carry  ou t m otorw ay and trunk  
road  p lanting on  behalf o f th e  D epartm ent o f  th e  Environm ent, forestry  operations fo r private 
estates generally where there  is no  con tractual service available and  th e  occasional loan  o f 
labour to  adjoining landow ners.

T he account should be in balance w ith incom e equalling expenditure. D ue however to a 
failure to  fully recover overheads and the  cost o f  m achinery em ployed in a  tim e o f sharply 
rising prices o f  fuel and spares, there was a  deficit o f  £70,000 during the year. Charges have 
since been adjusted to  recover fully the  costs o f  fu tu re  agency w ork and also the cum ulative 
deficit in  the quinquennium  o f  £100,000.

1 6 . M is c e l l a n e o u s  T r a d i n g  A c c o u n t

T he incom e in this account com prises a  receipt from  the Severn T ren t W ater A uthority  
representing a n  equal share in the surplus on th e  jo in t m anagem ent scheme a t Lake Vyrnwy 
in N orth  W ales.
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1 7 . L a b o u r  O n c o s t

L abour oncost covers those expenses incurred in the em ploym ent o f  industrial labour which 
canno t be allocated directly to activities, eg em ployers national insurance, wet time, provision 
fo r superannuation  rights. M ost o f  the  expenditure varies in relation to  the num ber o f  men 
employed and  the to ta l cost is distributed annually  to  activities on  a  tim e basis.

S tandards are  only set fo r  the  P lan ta tions and H arvesting accounts and the respective 
variances are set ou t in N otes 11 and  13. T he variances are principally related to  arrears o f  pay, 
the  inclusion o f protective clothing previously treated  as part o f  overhead expenses and 
increases above the standard  bo th  in  the  provisions m ade for superannuation  benefit to 
industrial staff and  in transport costs (see also N o te  21).

N otes o n  the A ccounts (continued)

18. O v e r h e a d  a n d  F o r e s t  E s t a t e  E x p e n s e s

T he actual cost o f  overheads and forest estate  expenses am ounted  to  £21,229,000 com pared to  
an  updated standard  o f £24,023,000 giving a  favourable  variance o f £2,794,000. Part o f  this 
variance is due to  a  low er rise in salaries and  associated staff costs th an  the  40 per cent increase 
(based on  the G D P  im plicit price deflator) bu ilt in to  the  standard . O ther con tribu tory  reasons 
are  the sizeable increase in  incom e received fro m  m ineral exploitation  and the transfer o f 
protective clothing expenditure to  labour oncost.

A ccom m odation and  estate  expenses detailed in S tatem ent 11 com prise the  net cost o f 
properties (o ther th an  Com m ercial R ecreation) needed fo r the  Forestry  Enterprise. The 
properties include houses let to  forest w orkers, foresters and  outside parties, adm inistration  
buildings and agricultural and  o ther subjects tem porarily  let pending planting. T he to ta l net 
direct cost in  the year am ounts to  £1,052,000 a n d  is analysed as follows with royalties and o ther 
incom e from  m ineral exploitation being detailed separately:

Forest w orkers’ houses and  holdings 
F oresters’ houses 
A dm inistration  buildings 
A gricultural properties and o th er residential 

accom m odation 
M ineral exploitation

xpenditure Income N et
£000 £000 £000
1,221 365 (856)

375 208 (167)
1,670 356 (1,314)

786 970 184
— 1,101 1,101

4,052 3,000 (1,052)

1 9 . F u t u r e  C a p i t a l  E x p e n d i t u r e

F u tu re  capital expenditure on  Fixed Assets in 1980-81 authorised  by the C om m ission am ounts 
to  £11,727,000 (£11,080,000 fo r 1979-80).

20. C o n t i n g e n t  L ia b il i t ie s

Contingent liabilities exist a t 31 M arch 1980 fo r dam ages caused by the  C om m ission to  o th er 
persons’ property  and fo r com pensation fo r personal injury to  C om m ission employees am oun
ting  in  all to  an  estim ated sum  o f £69,000 (£66,000 a t 31 M arch 1979).

21. S p e c i a l  N o t e

E xam ination  o f the  variances on the  P lan tations and  H arvesting T rading A ccounts has 
revealed inaccuracies in  the a ttrib u tio n  o f  th e  standards set fo r lab o u r oncost a t the  1977 
revaluation, as between these accounts. This will have no net effect o n  the  activity variances 
used in the  m easurem ent o f  perform ance to  be  reported  a t the  end o f  the  quinquennium  but 
could a lter the  opening (1977) and  subsequent valuation  o f  the  p lan ta tions and  p lanting 
subsidy levels as a  result o f  the discounting effect on  the  fu ture  cash flows. The precise effect 
on  the  A nnual A ccounts as a  whole could only be quantified and  corrected by a  com plex and 
costly exercise necessitating a  revision o f the accounts and valuations from  1 April 1977. It is, 
however, considered th a t the  overall effect on  the  valuation  and  subsidies is unlikely to be 
sufficiently significant to  justify  the costs and  resources involved in its correction  especially 
bearing in m ind th a t a  full revaluation  taking these points into account will be m ade at 1 
April 1982.

Prin ted  in E ngland for H er M ajesty’s S tationery Office by R oyle City L td 
01934 D d 0292758 K 32 12/80
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