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General Review
Felling Controls

1. In our last R eport  we indicated tha t the G overnm ent were considering 
certain changes to the felling control system, as proposed in the consultative 
paper we issued in D ecem ber  1980 after a study carried out under the auspices 
of Lord Rayner. The G ov e rn m en t’s decisions on these proposals were given 
by the R t H on G eorge  Younger, Secretary of State for Scotland, in a written 
s ta tem ent in the H ouse of Com m ons on 27 May 1982.

2. In his s ta tem ent, Mr Y ounger said that the G overnm ent intended to 
introduce the following changes:

(i) the thinning of trees in woodlands for silvicultural purposes would 
be exem pted from felling licensing, subject to an acceptable definition 
of the term ‘thinning’ being found for the purposes of the necessary 
am ending legislation;

(ii) follow-up inspections would be dispensed with when replanting 
undertaken  as a condition of  a felling licence received grant aid;

(iii) the maximum fine for failure to comply with the conditions of a 
felling licence would be increased;

(iv) the provisions of the Forestry Act 1967 relating to felling directions 
would be repealed;

(v) the Regulations under the Town and Country Planning Acts which 
require local authorities to provide the Commission with a copy of 
all T ree Preservation O rders  would be am ended  to enable this 
requirem ent to be waived by agreem ent between the Commission 
and the local authority.

The G overnm ent decided not to pursue o ther  proposals in the consultative 
paper relating to the charging of fees for felling licences, the removal of areas 
of less than 0-25 hectares from felling licensing and the repeal of the restriction 
on the sale of the licence-free quota  of timber.

3. The full text of M r Y ounger’s s ta tem ent is reproduced at A ppendix V 
to this Report.

4. We introduced the new arrangem ents relating to follow-up inspections 
(paragraph 2(ii)) in the sum m er of 1982, and provision was made in the 
Criminal Justice Act 1982 for the maximum fine for failure to comply with 
the conditions of a felling licence to be increased from £50 to £1,000 (paragraph 
2(iii)); this increase was due to take effect on 11 April 1983.* The remaining 
changes will be introduced as and when the necessary legislative opportunities 
arise.

The Commission’s Finances

5. The Grant-in-Aid voted by Parliam ent forms the Commission’s agreed 
cash limit. For 1982-83 the am ount voted was £61-4 million, of which £56-9

* U n d er the  term s of SI 1982/1857 and SI 1983/24. 
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million was called into the Forestry Fund leaving the undrawn balance of 
£4-5 million to be surrendered  to the Consolidated Fund. The final net call 
on Exchequer funds in 1982-83 (excluding surrenderable disposals, receipts 
and remittances) was £55-7 million, leaving a working balance of £1-2 million 
to be surrendered  to the Consolidated Fund during 1983-84.

6. Payments, excluding am ounts paid or  due to the Consolidated Fund, 
am ounted to £113 million. This was £3-3 million (3 per cent) more than
1981-82, due mainly to the effect of inflation and pay awards, offset by savings 
in capital expenditure  on vehicles and machinery. Receipts (excluding 
G rant-in-Aid and cash from the disposal of land, buildings and plantations) 
am ounted to £57-3 million com pared with £51 million in 1981-82. This increase 
(12 per cent) was a reflection of improved timber prices and a change in the 
mix of tim ber presented  for sale, along with general price increases in 
miscellaneous income. Cash receipts from the disposal of land, buildings and 
plantations am ounted  to £13-8 million (excluding the non-cash element of 
£0-3 million arising from exchange transactions and the receipts of £0-5 million 
payable to the Crown Estate  Commissioners under the terms of Section 43(1) 
of the Forestry Act 1967). £10 million had been paid into the Consolidated 
Fund by 31 March 1983 leaving a balance of £3-8 million to be surrendered 
during 1983-84.

7. The s ta tem ent of Forestry Fund receipts and payments, together with 
notes and explanations, appears at Table  1 of A ppendix XI.

State of the Wood Market

8. For the tim ber m arket in Europe  and North America, the year under 
review was one of the most difficult for several decades. The decline in the 
demand for sawn wood and wood-based panels which had begun in North 
America in 1979 and somewhat later in Europe continued, while the market 
for pulp and paper  which had been fairly well sustained in 1981 weakened 
generally in 1982. The supply of round pitwood to the National Coal Board 
fell, mainly as a result of reduced dem and for coal. Deliveries to particleboard 
manufacturers declined as did sales of export pulpwood, but pulpwood 
supplied to domestic producers increased marginally following the opening 
of the new cartonboard  line at W orkington by Thames Board Ltd (paragraph 
15). Against this background, the overall volume of small roundwood produced 
from Commission forests fell by 23 per cent. By contrast, the dem and for 
sawlogs continued to improve during the year with an increase of 18 per cent 
in the total volume sold. It was encouraging to note that the T im ber Trade 
Federation, in an analysis of prospects for 1983, drew attention to the 
increasing significance of the quantities of domestic sawlogs becoming available 
which would be suitable for conversion to construction material and would 
substitute for imports.

9. Overall, the total volume of tim ber harvested in Commission forests 
increased marginally by 1 per  cent over the previous year. Further details are 
given in paragraphs 90 to 99.
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Pulpwood Exports

10. The worst effects of the world recession hit the pulp and paper industry 
during 1982, with low dem and, a reduction in the utilisation of capacity and 
rising stocks being evident generally th roughout E urope  and North America. 
International pulp prices fell sharply. A s a consequence, the export pulpwood 
m arket became very difficult as dem and in Norway and Sweden fell. All this 
was exacerbated  by additional supplies from severe windblow in D enm ark , 
Poland, G erm any  and Sweden. Exports  from Britain in the calendar year 
1982 were estim ated at 575,000 tonnes, representing a decrease of 4 per cent 
com pared with the previous year. In the financial year under review, the 
export of pulpwood from our own harvesting operations fell by 7 per  cent.

Developments in the Wood Processing Industry

New sprint D evelopm ent at Shotton

11. On 17 March 1983, U nited  P aper  Mills of Finland announced their 
decision to construct a newsprint mill at Shotton in North Wales at a cost of 
£135 million. The mill will produce 180,000 tonnes of newsprint a year using
450,000 tonnes of  British wood, mainly spruce. It will be constructed and 
opera ted  by a new company, to be known as the Shotton Paper Com pany, 
and production of newsprint is expected to begin in 1985.

12. The Commission and U nited  Paper Mills had been discussing the project 
for almost two years and we were delighted at the successful outcome. A  vital 
e lement in the decision to build the new mill was the long-term availability 
of large quantities of pulpwood, and we were able to give the Com pany the 
assurances it required. We have concluded a long-term direct supply contract 
to provide the mill with 50-60 per cent of its roundwood needs, most of it 
coming from Wales with additional quantities from forests in northern  England 
and southern Scotland. The rem ainder of the mill’s raw material will be 
supplied from private forests, by sales of standing timber from Commission 
forests and by wood chips from sawmills. As well as 270 jobs in the mill, the 
project is expected to employ betw een 800 and 900 people in timber haulage 
and in harvesting the tim ber in Commission and private forests, together with 
100-200 in service industries.

Bowater U K  Paper Co Ltd, K em sley

13. The closure of a newsprint machine, the groundwood mill and associated 
wood-handling facilities at Kemsley was announced by Bowater on 23 June 
1982. At the same time it was stated that a paper machine at the mill was to 
be upgraded to produce industrial towelling and newsprint from de-inked 
newspaper. The mill is to continue to  produce kraft wrapping paper using 
semi-chemical pulp from hardwoods (about 100,000 tonnes a year), while the 
insulation board  plant using about 35,000 tonnes of  mixed softwoods is also 
continuing in production.

Caberboard Ltd, Irvine

14. Production of high quality board for the furniture industry started early 
in 1983 from a new line installed by C aberboard  on the site of the former 
Scotboard plant at Irvine.
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Thames Board Ltd, W orkington

15. Tham es Board officially opened their expanded pulping facilities and 
second board machine at W orkington on 28 Septem ber 1982, effectively 
tripling their capacity for the production of high quality cartonboard  to 150,000 
tonnes a year. T here  will be a corresponding increase in their requirements 
for pulpwood from hom e sources. Production to full capacity level was planned 
in stages over the following year or so.

Wood Processing Industry Strategy for Scotland

16. A study commissioned by the Scottish Developm ent Agency and the 
Highlands and Islands D evelopm ent Board to prom ote a strategy for the 
expansion of the wood-processing industry was completed during the year. 
The consultants identified opportunities for developments in the sawmilling 
industry, in the m anufacture of wood-based panels and in mechanical pulping 
associated with the m anufacture  of tissue o r  wood-containing printing papers. 
The report has stimulated considerable interest among potential investors 
both from this country and from overseas.

17. The consultants’ findings and recom m endations were presented at public 
meetings in Inverness, Dunblane and Dumfries during January 1983. Following 
these meetings, the G overnm ent announced the formation of the Scottish 
Forest Products D evelopm ent G roup , comprising representatives of the 
Scottish D evelopm ent Agency, the Highlands and Islands Development 
Board, T im ber G row ers Scotland and the Forestry Commission, to develop 
the strategy suggested in the report and to pursue the interest aroused. We 
have ourselves been in consultation with a num ber of parties who are a ttracted 
by the increasing availability of wood in Britain and are considering investment 
in the wood-using industries.

Disposals

Progress o f  L and  and Plantation Sales Programme

18. This was the first full year of the m ajor programme of land and plantation 
sales that we em barked  upon following the passage of the Forestry Act 1981. 
We placed over 500 individual plantations and areas of plantable land on the 
market, totalling some 26,000 hectares, and at the end of the year a further
34,000 hectares had been approved for sale. The properties making up the 
disposals program m e have ranged in size from a few hectares to nearly 2,500 
hectares, and the plantations have comprised a wide variety of ages and 
species. In selecting areas for disposal, we take into account the rationalisation 
of the forest estate and the effect on the efficient m anagement of the Forestry 
Enterprise. In certain circumstances, therefore , disposals may be concentrated 
in a particular locality.

19. Despite  offering a wide range of  properties for sale and pursuing a 
vigorous and flexible m arketing policy, we were unable to meet the target of 
£20 million set by the G overnm ent.  Total cash receipts from sales were £14-6 
million, of which £13-8 million counted  against the target (see paragraph 6). 
The total for the year could be regarded as having exceeded the £20 million 
mark, however, if cases awaiting legal completion are included. The basic
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reason for the shortfall was the weakness of the m arket for all but the smallest 
woodlands. Even though we were able to sell a larger p roportion  of the small 
woods on offer, they nevertheless provided only a small part of the total 
financial target and were expensive to m arket in terms of time and effort. A 
high percentage of the medium-size woodlands (those between 50 and 100 
hectares) failed to sell, being too big for the private purchaser and too small 
to attract institutional investors. W e m aintained close links with the financial 
institutions and m ade a num ber of m ajor sales to them , but with some 
exceptions their initial interest was not maintained. This was thought to be 
due, not only to the recession, but to  the attraction of new and competing 
forms of investment such as index-linked gilts and the wider opportunities 
m ade available by the lifting of exchange controls. T here  were some signs 
towards the end of the year, however, that the m arket for woodlands was 
beginning to pick up.

O pposition to the D isposals Program m e

20. A n o th er  im portant feature of ou r  disposals program m e during the year 
was the widespread and vociferous resistance to many of our proposed 
woodland sales -  as well as opposition to  the  sales policy in general -  especially 
in respect of woods lying in those parts of England and Wales valued for their 
amenity. This opposition was based on the belief that if woods were sold to 
private buyers their amenity and conservation value would be placed at risk 
o r  that public access would be banned  or restricted. Fears were also expressed 
that there  would be a loss of em ploym ent of local significance. A great deal 
of correspondence, as well as questions in Parliament, was generated on these 
issues.

21. In our selection of properties for sale, we follow the guidelines given 
to us by Forestry Ministers which were reproduced in Appendix V of our last 
Report.  These guidelines include such considerations as conservation, access 
and recreation, and we take them fully into account where they are important 
in relation to any property  we are considering for sale. It has to be borne in 
mind, however, that nearly all our woodlands are open to the public, so that 
it is only in those cases where special provision has been made for public 
recreation, in the form of car parks, picnic areas and visitor centres, that the 
question of public access can weigh heavily in the balance when decisions to 
sell, or not to sell, are taken. Similarly, it is not feasible to exclude from the 
sales program m e all woods situated in sensitive or designated parts of the 
country. We have, however, in troduced special sponsorship arrangements 
covering the sale of woods where these considerations have a special 
significance; under these arrangem ents  the possibility of private treaty sales 
to amenity and conservation bodies may be considered if the relevant 
G overnm ent D epar tm en t or  public agency is able to confirm that this would 
be in the public interest.

22. The Ministerial guidelines also ask us to bear in mind in the selection 
process the maintenance of em ploym ent and the viability of local communities, 
especially in socially fragile areas. Naturally, we give very careful consideration 
to these aspects, particularly where the Commission is a m ajor employer in 
the area concerned. O u r  woods are, however, sold as going concerns and,
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while some jobs will be lost from the Commission, workers will continue to 
be required  to maintain and develop them.

Revision o f  the Sales Target

23. During the passage of the Forestry Act 1981, the G overnm ent announced 
that they expected to raise some £40 million from forestry sales over the three 
years to 31 March 1984. This figure was subsequently revalued to take account 
of inflation and a further two years added in the G overnm en t’s 1982 and 1983 
public expenditure  surveys, to give a revised disposals programme of £82-1 
million for the five-year period to 31 March 1986.

Outbreak of Dendroctonus micans

24. In August 1982, the owner of a private woodland near Ludlow in 
Shropshire asked our local office for advice on what he thought were disease 
symptoms in a stand of spruce. O ur  research staff were called in and identified 
an ou tbreak  of D endroctonus micans, the G reat Spruce Bark Beetle (Plate 
2). This was a m atte r  of concern since this pest, which attacks spruce and may 
eventually lead to the death of the host tree, occurs on the Continent and in 
Scandinavia but had hitherto been unknown in this country.

25. Following the discovery of the ou tb reak , we immediately m ounted  a 
survey to establish its extent and to identify and deal with pockets of infestation 
by felling and debarking affected trees and treating the bark with insecticide. 
Survey teams trained to identify beetle symptoms were quickly set up, local 
seminars were arranged for both Commission staff and private owners, and 
advisory posters and leaflets were given a wide distribution. It soon became 
apparent from our survey that there  were infestations in both Commission 
and private woodlands in a num ber of counties in Wales and adjoining 
counties in England. Most of the ou tbreaks were sporadic and the symptoms 
were not easy to detect without training and experience because the resin 
bleeding which follows an attack is commonly found on spruce for o ther 
reasons. It has not proved possible to determ ine the source of the infestations.

26. W hen the extent of the beetles’ spread had been established, we set up 
a D endroctonus Micans Working G roup , comprising Commission and private 
sector representatives, to decide on a comprehensive strategy for dealing with 
the ou tbreak  and to m onitor the effectiveness of measures taken. The strategy 
adopted , on the advice of our research staff, was that only clean wood should 
be allowed to leave the forest, that is wood either from which the bark has 
been removed or which has been declared free of infestation after detailed 
examination by a Commission inspector. We considered it essential that this 
strategy should be given statutory effect, and the Restriction on M ovement 
of Spruce W ood O rder  1982 (SI 1982/1457) came into force on 20 O ctober 
1982. The area covered by the O rder  is described in paragraph 116.

27. By the end of the year, the m ajor survey programmes had been completed 
and the bulk of infested trees felled and treated. We were encouraged by the 
fact that,  despite a country-wide survey, no outbreaks of the pest had been 
discovered farther than 50 miles from Ludlow. There was also evidence that 
R hizophagus grandis, a specific p reda to r  of D endroctonus micans, might help
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to provide biological control of the pest in this country; we therefore made 
arrangem ents for scientific trials to be carried out. These two factors gave 
reason for hope that a successful campaign against the pest was feasible. To 
this end we planned to continue our surveys during 1983 and to see that any 
further infestations discovered were promptly treated. We should like to 
record our appreciation of the excellent help and co-operation that the private 
sector -  growers and tim ber m erchants alike -  have been giving us in this 
work.

Management Structure Review

28. Reference was m ade in our last R ep o r t  to the setting up of an internal 
M anagem ent Structure Review G roup  with the task of reviewing the efficiency 
of the Com m ission’s p resent m anagem ent structure below H eadquarters ,  that 
is at the Conservancy, District and Forest levels. The G roup  presented  their 
report to the D irec tor  G enera l in April 1982. This was widely circulated 
within the Commission and views obta ined  from both m anagem ent and T rade  
Unions, in the light of which we decided in Septem ber 1982 to amalgamate 
the existing Forest and District levels into a new basic tier of m anagem ent 
to be known as the Forest District (see map at Appendix X). By the end of 
the year under report ,  agreem ent had been reached with the U nions on 
complements for the supervisory staff in 68 of the 70 Forest Districts proposed 
and on locations for the majority  of the new offices. A lthough several problems 
still needed to be resolved, substantial progress had been m ade towards our 
objective of phasing in the new structure by 1 April 1984.

29. The new Forest Districts will offer distinct m anagem ent advantages 
through a greater  flexibility in the deploym ent and delegation of work, with 
an added emphasis on functional responsibilities and team  work; improved 
communications between our regional and local offices; and a streamlining 
of office work, taking advantage of the opportunities to introduce com puter 
terminals at the operational level in the most efficient and cost-effective way. 
The new structure will also provide a m ore realistic size of m anagem ent unit 
for organising the rapid expansion of tim ber production expected over the 
next decade and for efficiently deploying the high-output harvesting machinery 
now being introduced. The creation o f  a single tier of m anagem ent below the 
Conservancy is also expected to lead to reductions of about 20 per cent in 
clerical and supervisory staff at that level. We shall achieve most of these staff 
savings through a phased reduction in the age of re tirem ent for supervisory 
staff to 60 and a limited scheme of voluntary prem ature  retirem ent, and we 
expect to be able to avoid any compulsory redundancies with the possible 
exception of some of the Forest Clerks.

30. In view of the close links betw een the work of the H eadquarters  and 
Conservancy levels of m anagem ent, we decided to defer a decision on the 
Review G ro u p ’s recom m endation to reduce the num ber of Conservancies 
until a review of workloads and responsibilities at these two levels could be 
undertaken . A  team  was therefore  set up under the chairmanship of the 
Commissioner for Administration and Finance to carry out such a review and 
to m ake recom m endations for change where necessary. It was expected to 
report to the D irector  Genera l in the autum n of 1983.
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31. A  recom m endation by the Review G roup  to unify the Forest Officer and 
Forester classes found general acceptance and the D irector General set up 
a joint m anagem ent and U nion working party to examine how this could best 
be implem ented. Its report  was also expected in the autum n of 1983.

Forestry Research Coordination Committee

32. In their report  on the scientific aspects of forestry,* the H ouse of Lords 
Select C om m ittee  on Science and Technology drew attention to the need for 
better  coordination between the various organisations involved in forestry 
research and suggested that the impetus to achieve this should come from the 
Forestry Commission. In their response, which we reproduced as A ppendix 
VII to our 1981-82 R eport ,  the G overnm ent accepted this view and announced 
the establishment of a Forestry Research Coordination Com m ittee  under 
Commission chairmanship to act as a forum to identify research requirements 
and opportunities and to encourage the coordination of research programmes.

33. In a Supplem entary  R eport on forestry published in June 1982,** the 
House of Lords Select C om m ittee  welcomed the positive contribution which 
the new C oordination C om m ittee  could make to forestry research. The Select 
Committee m ade a num ber of detailed observations on other topics, but drew 
attention in particular to the need for research into end uses of timber, 
long-term policy for broadleaved woodlands, integrated land use and the 
possibility of research funding from international sources.

34. The Forestry Research Coordination Com m ittee , the membership of 
which is to be found in Appendix  I, met three times during the year. Its 
inaugural meeting was held in June 1982 at our Research Station at Alice Holt 
Lodge, near F arnham , when the following terms of reference were agreed:

(i) to identify and define forestry research needs and opportunities;
(ii) to advise on research requirem ents and priorities in relation to the 

needs and opportunities identified;
(iii) to stimulate research in forestry, the exchange of information and 

collaboration between research organisations and individuals, and 
the publication of research findings;

(iv) to encourage the financing of identified research proposals.

35. The C om m ittee  has established review groups to investigate research 
requirem ents in the fields of  wood science and processing and in the integration 
of farming and forestry in lowland Britain; a review of research on the subject 
of broadleaved woodland awaits the outcom e of the Commission’s policy 
review on this subject (paragraph 39). The  areas chosen for review are in line 
with those identified by the H ouse of Lords Select Committee in their 
Supplementary R eport  on forestry m entioned  above. The Commission will 
also be investigating fu rther  the possibility suggested by the Select Com m ittee  
of raising funds for research through a levy system.

’ Second  R e p o rt o f  the  H ouse  o f  L ords Select C o m m ittee  on Science and T echnology: Session 
1970-80, C m nd. 381, H M S O , £3.60 net.

** F o u rth  R e p o rt o f the  H ouse o f Lords Select C om m ittee  on Science and T echnology: Session 
1981-82. C m nd . 211, H M SO , £3.55 net.
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36. Although it has no executive powers, we are confident that the findings 
of the Forestry Research C oordination C om m ittee  will carry considerable 
authority as they will be based on the views of all the organisations and 
departm ents  concerned with forestry research. The views of the C om m ittee 
are thus likely to be given careful consideration by the constituent bodies in 
the formulation and im plem entation  of  their own research programmes.

Broadleaves in Britain Symposium

37. As foreshadowed in our last R eport ,  we held a joint symposium with 
the Institute of C harte red  Foresters at Loughborough University in July 1982 
on the them e of Broadleaves in Britain. The symposium was aimed at 
assembling information on research results and successful m anagem ent 
practices with the object of improving and sustaining the country’s broadleaved 
woodlands (Plate 3), and it a ttracted over 250 delegates including represen
tatives of conservation, planning and countryside interests as well as growers 
and tim ber users. The proceedings and discussions were published. *

38. Discussion revealed the wide range of objectives which may be pursued 
in the m anagem ent o f  broadleaved woodlands and the extent of the constraints 
which environmental and conservation objectives may place upon owners. 
The opportunity  was taken to illustrate techniques evolved by our Research 
and D evelopm ent Division aimed at reducing costs in the silvicultural t rea tm ent 
of broadleaved stands.

39. The consensus of the symposium was that the Forestry Commission was 
best equipped to lead the initiatives which might need to be taken to improve 
and regenerate  Britain 's broadleaved woodlands. Immediately following the 
symposium, we established an internal working group to review future policy 
towards these woodlands, and at the end of the year the group was engaged 
in widespread consultations with all those interested parties who wished to 
put their views and proposals before it.

Census of Trees and Woodland

40. The fieldwork for our census of trees and woodland throughout G rea t  
Britain was completed in 1982 and we planned to begin publishing the results 
during 1983, by counties in England and Wales and by Forestry Commission 
Conservancy areas in Scotland. This, the first national census since 1965, was 
started in the autum n of 1979 and made full use of aerial photographic 
techniques. As we have explained in earlier Reports , one of the m ajor 
objectives of the census was to produce a clear picture of the distribution of 
Britain’s trees and woodland and their  potential timber production to assist 
in planning the expansion of existing wood-using industries and the location 
of new ones. The census was also designed to provide local authorities and 
others with information on num bers and species of trees and their current 
condition, from which subsequent assessments can monitor change.

* F orestry  C om m ission  O ccasional P ap er N o. 13, £1.50 net. 
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Scottish Deer Legislation

41. The D eer  (A m endm ent)  (Scotland) Act was passed on 28 June 1982. 
Although much of it relates to the provision of stronger measures against 
poaching and to the licensing of venison dealers, some aspects are significant 
for forestry.

42. D ee r  may now only be shot out-of-season on enclosed forestry land in 
Scotland if the occupier has reasonable grounds for believing that serious 
damage would be caused if the deer were not killed. It is also lawful to shoot 
at night where crop dam age is likely, subject to certain conditions. A n 
occupier may shoot red and sika deer without the written authority of the Red 
Deer Commission, but where shooting is to be carried out o ther than by the 
occupier, or where o ther  species of deer are involved, such authority is 
necessary. This contrasts with the position in England and Wales where deer 
may be shot out-of-season only if they have already caused damage and 
shooting is considered necessary to prevent further serious damage. Night 
shooting in England and Wales is not lawful.

The New Forest

Investigation by the Parliamentary C om m issioner fo r  Adm inistration

43. A  complaint was raised with the Parliamentary Commissioner for 
Administration (PC A ) in D ecem ber  1980 alleging mismanagement by the 
Forestry Commission of the woodlands in the New Forest. The complaint was 
in four parts, namely:

(i) that the Commission had failed to act in accordance with section 6 
of the New Forest Act 1877, through the destruction of the picturesque 
character of the ground in the Inclosures and the removal of the 
picturesque trees as a result of clear felling;

(ii) that it had failed to observe the M andate  on the managem ent of the 
New Forest woodlands issued by the Minister of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Food in May 1971;

(iii) that the Forest had been used for commercial forestry without regard 
to its traditional character; and

(iv) that repea ted  complaints about clear felling and failure to replant 
hardwoods had been ignored.

44. In his report  presented  to Parliam ent and published on 8 July 1982,* the 
PC A  concluded that, while he had m inor criticisms of some of the Commission’s 
actions, its conduct fell “far short o f  maladministration” and that he was 
unable to uphold any part  of the complaint.

45. In his conclusions, the PC A  also noted the difficulties experienced by 
the Commission in administering the Forest within the terms of “an acknow
ledged ‘woolly’ A c t” (the New Forest A ct 1877). He took the view, however, 
that a new, searching enquiry -  which would inevitably precede any am end
ment of the law -  might well distrub the status quo  to no obvious practical

* F o u rth  R e p o rt for Session 1981-82. M anagem ent o f  the N ew  Forest W oodlands by the Forestry 
C om m ission . H C 455, H M S O , £3-55 net.
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advantage. The P C A  said that he had seen that the degree of existing 
understanding that had been built up between the Commission and those with 
the many and varied interests of the Forest at heart had not been easily won. 
Despite his natural first instinct to suggest a ‘tidying u p ’ of the untidy law, 
it seemed to him that,  in this instance, the wiser course would be to let 
m anagem ent of the Forest, in which consultation now plays a large part, 
continue in its p resent way.

46. These expressions of confidence by the PC A  in our administration of 
the New Forest, following an exhaustive enquiry lasting m ore than a year and 
a half, are greatly welcome to us.

Review  o f  the N ew  Forest M andate

47. The Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food confirmed in July 1982 
that the Commission’s m anagem ent of the New Forest should continue to be 
based on the M andate  issued by his predecessor in 1971.

48. The 1971 M andate  in essence confirmed that the New Forest was a 
national heritage and that priority was to be given to the conservation of its 
traditional character. It also required tha t the Commission, the V erderers and 
the New Forest Consultative Panel (representing a wide range of interests in 
the Forest) should review its terms by the end of 1981. This latest review 
concluded that the M andate  had opera ted  successfully and recom m ended that 
it should continue unchanged.

49. The M inister’s decision was conveyed to the Chairman in a letter which 
also re-stated the principles governing the Commission’s m anagem ent policies 
for the Forest and confirmed that a further  review would be undertaken  not 
later than the end of 1992. This le tter  is reproduced in full at A ppendix  VI 
to this Report.

A ppoin tm ents

50. During the year Sir D udley Forw ood Bt, on approaching the age of 70, 
placed his appoin tm ent as Official V erderer ,  in which capacity he chaired the 
Court of V erderers , at the disposal o f  H er  Majesty The Q ueen. Sir Dudley 
had held the appoin tm ent since 1974. H e  was succeeded by Lord M anners 
on 1 January  1983.

51. Sir Dudley also resigned as C hairm an of the New Forest Consultative 
Panel, which he had chaired since its inception in 1970. M r Maldwin 
D rum m ond , who had served for a num ber of years as the Countryside 
Commission’s nom inee on the Court of V erderers , was appointed by us as 
his successor for a three-year period from 7 June 1982.

52. We should like to take the opportunity  to record our appreciation of the 
invaluable contribution made by Sir Dudley over the years to the well-being 
and good governm ent of the Forest.
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The Forest of Dean

53. On the incorporation of the Forest of Dean into the South West England 
Conservancy in 1969, the ancient title of Deputy Surveyor was vested in the 
Conservator at Bristol. In practice, however, responsibility for day-to-day 
matters concerning the Forest has been carried by the Principal Forest Officer 
of the D ean  District following the upgrading of that post in 1979. We therefore 
decided that,  as from February  1983, the title of D eputy Surveyor should be 
returned to the Forest of D ean  and vested in the Principal Forest Officer. He 
will, however, continue to be responsible to the Conservator for the 
implementation of the broader aspects of Commission policy.

Institute of Chartered Foresters

54. We welcomed the announcem ent,  in April 1982, of the award of a Royal 
Charter  to the Institute of Foresters of G rea t  Britain.

55. The Institute was founded in 1926 in response to a dem and from foresters 
for a professional body which could bring together members for the develop
ment and exchange of knowledge in technical forestry and related subjects 
at the highest scientific level. In its early years it was essentially a learned 
society and was, indeed, known as the Society of Foresters of G rea t  Britain. 
In the post-war years, however, as British forestry grew in extent and in 
economic strength, there  was an increasing dem and from the Society’s 
members that it should not only continue the developm ent of forestry as a 
science but should regulate professional s tandards and devise a code of ethics 
by which foresters should abide. Accordingly, in 1973, the Society changed 
its name to the Institute of Foresters and adopted a new constitution and rules 
making it a fully professional body. We see the granting of a Royal Charter  
as a well-merited and welcome milestone in the history both of the Institute 
itself and the industry it serves with such distinction.

Centenary of the Royal Forestry Society

56. The Royal Forestry Society of England. Wales and N orthern Ireland 
celebrated its centenary in 1982. The Society was first set up as an organisation 
to advance the knowledge and practice of arboriculture, but later, around 
1930, widened its field of activities to include forestry. Over the years the 
Society, both as a body and through its individual members, has played a 
leading role in the developm ent of forestry in Britain and also in many other  
parts of the world. We were very glad to be able to participate in the centenary 
celebrations which included a conference entitled Forestry and Conservation  
held at the Royal Society of Arts in London on 30 November, at which His 
Royal Highness The Prince of Wales, the Society's President, gave the keynote 
address and participated in the discussion. The Conference was a ttended by 
some 200 participants, and we were pleased to note that papers presented by 
nature conservation interests indicated no serious conflict with forestry 
interests. There was broad agreement that effective conservation depended 
on good m anagem ent.
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Royal Visits

57. Following the opening of the Kiclder Reservoir in N orthum berland  on 
26 May 1982. H er Majesty The Q ueen ,  accompanied by The D uke of 
Edinburgh, visited the Commission's K id d e r  Castle Visitor Centre  (Plate 1). 
Her Majesty planted an oak tree in the Castle grounds and was shown the 
Visitor Centre  and the new forest classroom. The classroom, one of eleven 
we have established at key Visitor Centres throughout the country, is designed 
to provide a working area for parties on educational outings.

58. His Royal Highness The Prince of Wales made an informal visit to 
D rum m ond  Hill and Tum m el Forests in East Scotland Conservancy on 8 
Septem ber 1982 to discuss the Com m ission’s policy on deer  m anagem ent, 
conservation and amenity with the Chairm an and local staff. On 24 Septem ber 
1982, His Royal Highness visited an experimental working camp for some 80 
unem ployed youngsters at A rdgartan  Forest in West Scotland Conservancy. 
The camp was organised by the Prince’s Trust, of which His Royal Highness 
is President.

Awards to the Commission

59. We are pleased to report  that our Beddgelert Campsite in Snowdonia 
Forest Park was declared National W inner in the A utom obile  Association’s 
Campsite of the Year A w ard for 1982. This is the second time that this 
campsite has won this prem ier award. O ur  Glencoe Campsite in Argyll won 
the Scottish Region award, with the G lenm ore  Forest Park site at Aviem ore 
being placed second.

60. We also received a M ajor C om m endation  from the Business and Industry 
Panel for the Environm ent in recognition of “the hum an and social responsibility 
and environmental quality" shown in our forest cabin developm ent at 
Lochaweside, Argyll.

Commissioners

61. Captain W. F. E. Forbes was appointed  a part-time Commissioner on 
1 O ctober  1982 for a four-year period. He succeeded Captain D. S. Bowser, 
who retired on 30 Septem ber 1982 after eight years of distinguished service. 
M r J. Forbes was appointed  a part-time Commissioner on 1 N ovem ber 1982 
for a four-year period to fill the extra Commissioner post created by the 
Forestry Act 1981.

Senior StafT

62. Mr L. C. T roup  retired as Conservator South West England in February 
1983 and was succeeded by Mr J. R. Fletcher, formerly an Assistant 
C onservator in the Harvesting and M arketing Division, on promotion. Mr 
Troup  was awarded the O B E  in the 1982 Birthday Honours.

63. Mr A. F. Damerell retired as Senior Principal in Secretariat Division 
in January  1983 and was succeeded by Mr D. P. Pringle, formerly Admin-
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istration and Finance Officer in N orth  West England Conservancy, on 
promotion.

Staff Numbers

64. O n 31 M arch 1983 the Commission employed 2,070 non-industrial staff 
(compared with 2,095 the previous year) and 5,179 industrial staff (5,450 the 
previous year).
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Forestry Enterprise
Forest Management

Seed Collection

65. Conifer seed crops were very light in 1982. Collections were confined 
to Scots pine from seed orchards and to Sitka spruce and Japanese larch from 
registered stands, and only 340 hectolitres of cones were harvested. Broad- 
leaved seed crops were be tter and 5,220 hectolitres of Sessile oak and beech 
were collected, mainly in South West England Conservancy.

Nurseries

66. The very severe winter of 1981-82 gave way to mild, dry spring weather 
which provided ideal conditions for seed sowing and germination. U nfo rtu 
nately, the season did not finish as well as it started: a wet autum n followed 
by a mild, wet winter left many nursery soils waterlogged, resulting in serious 
delays to lifting and lining-out program m es. The full effects of these delays 
will not be known until next season.

Planting

67. A total of 8,886 hectares of new planting and 5,798 hectares of restocking 
was undertaken , representing over 95 per cent of the planned program m e in 
each case. The  w eather was generally favourable for plant survival, but there 
were some deaths in Corsican pine due to the fungus Brunchorstia pinea  
which had infected plants in the nursery. The continuing fall in the am ount 
of new planting being undertaken has unfortunately led to some local 
redundancy, but increasing restocking programmes (Plate 4) have kept this 
to a minimum.

Forest Protection

Fire

68. After  the favourable situation the previous year, fire losses in 1982-83 
increased to about the long-term average with the destruction of 626 hectares 
of plantations. O ne  fire in south-west Scotland, thought to have been caused 
by a diesel train, destroyed 244 hectares.

69. Most of ou r  Conservancies now have some foam equipm ent for fire 
control, and it has been used to good effect in controlled burning on forest 
boundaries.

Pine Beauty M oth

70. As predicted in our last R eport ,  no plantations had to be trea ted  for the 
control of Pine Beauty M oth during the sum m er of 1982. All the indications 
were that control measures would again be unnecessary during 1983.
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Deer

71. All species of deer  appear to be extending their range, and we have had 
to increase our efforts to keep dam age down to an acceptable level. In East 
Scotland Conservancy in particular, restocking areas have increasingly to be 
fenced against deer. In the Galloway forests a high red deer cull was achieved 
for the third year in succession, reflecting not only improved knowledge and 
managem ent but confirming that this level of control is not threatening the 
existence of the population. T here  is some evidence that the very wet winter 
of 1982-83 caused heavier than usual natural mortality of red deer stocks on 
open range in Scotland, which may ease marauding pressure upon woodlands 
in the short term.

Grey Squirrels

72. D am age to woodlands by grey squirrels appeared to be slightly less than 
usual, but mild w eather  and plentiful food supplies were thought likely to 
have sustained the population at above average levels throughout the winter, 
calling for increased attention to control in the spring and summer of 1983. 
Although dam age occurs mainly on broadleaved trees, during the period May 
to July, there  are signs that pine in some parts of England is being increasingly 
affected.

Conservation

73. Discussions with Nature Conservancy Council staff on the m anagement 
of Sites of Special Scientific Interest on Forestry Commission land have 
increased following the passing of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981. 
There are some 350 of these sites covering about 70,000 hectares, of which
50,000 hectares are woodland.

Forest Design

74. An im portant role for our landscape architects is the training of staff in 
landscape appreciation, and this work continued during the year. Plans were 
being made under the auspices of the Forestry Training Council to offer 
similar courses to the private forestry sector.

75. In addition to assisting Conservancy staff in carrying out forest design 
work, our landscape architects undertook  23 projects during the year aimed 
at improving the appearance of our forests in particularly sensitive landscapes.

76. The detailed planning for the re-design of Ennerdale  Forest in the Lake 
District National Park, which was announced in 1980-81, has now been 
completed. The designs were discussed and in some cases modified in the 
course of extensive consultations with many interested bodies, including the 
Lake District Special Planning Board, the Friends of the Lake District, the 
Countryside Commission and the National Trust. A  m ajor press visit to 
explain the project was organised in June  1982 and an exhibition of the work 
has toured the Lake District.
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Recreation

Use o f  Recreational Facilities

77. Despite the recession, the level o f  use of our recreational facilities has 
continued to be very satisfactory. A lthough the num ber of campers using our 
campsites (1-2 million) was slightly down on 1981-82, there was a 7 per cent 
increase in the occupancy of our forest cabins. This was achieved by an 
improvem ent in m anagem ent and m arketing techniques and was reflected in 
our financial perform ance.

78. During the year we developed policies for bicycling and cross-country 
skiing on Commission land, and new provision has been made for these 
activities (Plate 5).

C hildren’s Play Provision

79. We are jointly funding, with the Countryside Commission for Scotland, 
research into children’s play in the countryside with a view to providing 
guidance to recreation m anagers, foresters, designers and developers of play 
facilities.

Interpretation

80. In our last R eport ,  we referred  to the study undertaken  for the 
Commission by Surrey University’s Psychology D epartm en t into visitors’ 
reactions to the various interpretative techniques employed in our Visitor 
Centres, designed to assess how effectively information given in exhibits and 
by o ther  means is being com m unicated  to the public (Plate 6). As a result of 
this study, which evoked considerable interest among o ther  bodies engaged 
in this field, revised plans for displays have been formulated and five of our 
Centres have been refurbished.

The British Forest Heritage

81. W e announced the appoin tm ent last year of a steering group to undertake 
preliminary work with a view to setting up an independent charity, to be 
known as the British Forest H eritage Trust,  and a num ber of em inent people 
have agreed to becom e trustees should the trust be established. Nearly 2,000 
items recording the history of British forestry and its artefacts have now been 
collected in the form of tools, machinery and written material.

Estate Management

The Q ueen’s H ouse, Lyndhurst

82. In our R eports  of the last two years we have recorded progress with the 
restoration of the Q u e e n ’s House , and we are pleased to say that at the end 
of March 1983 the work was all but finished. Plans were in hand for the 
building to be brought back into use in April 1983 as the C onservator’s 
administrative offices for South East England and as the office of the D eputy  
Surveyor of the New Forest.
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P l a te  2
(i) T h e  G re a t S pruce  B a rk  B e e tle  (D en d ro c to n u s  m icans) was 

d iscovered  in B rita in  in S h rop sh ire  in A u g u st 1982.
(ii) C ha rac te ris tic  signs o f  D e n d ro c to n u s  m icans a ttack  -  resin  tu b es and  

resin b leed ing .
(iii) F rass -  the  d ischarged  w aste  m ate ria l o f  th e  larvae  -  a t th e  base  o f  a 

tree .
(iv) C ollective feed ing  by th e  larvae  b en ea th  the  bark .
(v) T h e  qu ilting  p a tte rn  o f  th e  feed ing  galleries p ro d u ced  by the  larvae.



P la te  3
A  fine s ta n d  o f  b eech  a t B ow hill W oods w hich w on  th e  R oya l S cottish  F o restry  Society’s Sir 
Jam es H u n te r  B la ir  T ro p h y  fo r th e  B uccleuch E sta te s  in 1982.



P l a te  4
A s m o re  p lan ta tio n s reach  m atu rity  and  a re  fe lled , restock ing  is assum ing increasing  
im portance .

(i) T he difficulties o f  resto ck in g  a clear-fe lled  a rea  w ith o u t lan d  p rep a ra tio n .
(ii) R estock ing  a fte r  p loughing  and  . . .

(iii) . . . a f te r  scarifying.



P l a te  5
F acilities fo r cycle tra ils an d  c ross-country  sk iing  are  being d eveloped  in C om m ission fo rests, 
as show n in these  p ic tu res from  A ch ray , W est S co tland  and  G len m o re , N o rth  Scotland.
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P l a te  7
T h e  new  B ran d o n  D e p o t a t T h e tfo rd , E ast E ng land  is now  fully 
o p e ra tio n a l.

(i) T h e  p e e le r  p lan t.
(ii) Logs from  th e  fo res t arriv ing  a t the  in -feed  deck.

(iii) T h e  o p e ra tin g  consol o f  one o f  th e  peelers.
(iv) P eeled  tim b er em erg ing  from  th e  p ee le r.
(v) T h e  mill sp litting  tim b er fo r use by th e  N ational C oal B oard .

(vi) T h e  p itw ood  stockyard .



P la te  8
T h e  tech n iq u e  o f  c o n to u r felling deve lo p ed  by th e  C om m ission  has g rea tly  increased  efficiency 
in cab le-crane  ex trac tio n  from  steep  te rra in . A rd g a rta n , W est Scotland.



83. During the five-year period of restoration, photographic and other  
records of great value and interest have been kept, and the opportunity  has 
been taken to investigate the developm ent of the House from its early T udor  
beginnings.

84. Much credit is due to the consultants and contractors whose planning 
and skill have resulted in the H ouse being brought back to its former 
excellence. For ou r  part,  we have been pleased to have been able to undertake 
this piece of architectural conservation and at the same time to m ake 
improvements to the building for norm al business use.

Land Acquisition

85. We acquired 3,668 hectares of p lantable land during the year including 
246 hectares a lready under trees. The distribution was:

The average price of plantable land was £431 per hectare, an increase of 8 
per cent over the average for 1981-82 of £398 per hectare.

86. The p rogram m e of land and plantation sales, on which we have reported  
in detail at paragraphs 18-23, was the m ajor preoccupation of our land agent 
staff during the year. The larger p lantation sales of interest to the financial 
institutions have been handled by the Chief Land A gent,  while the Conservators 
have dealt with the disposal of smaller woods, plantable land and other 
properties. We have also m ade considerable use of private firms of agents.

87. W e have intensified our efforts to sell those properties which are no 
longer required  for the efficient m anagem ent of our forest estate, including 
a substantial num ber of house sales to sitting tenants under discount 
a rrangem ents similar to those offered by local authorities. Over 1,000 houses, 
equivalent to  about 25 per  cent of our total housing stock, have been sold in 
the course of the past four years.

M anagem ent o f  Property

88. During the year we spent £1-4 million on the construction, improvement 
and acquisition of buildings. Projects completed included part of the redevelop
ment of the administrative complex at M ortim er Forest in North West England 
Conservancy and the mechanical engineering workshop at Crychan Forest in 
South Wales. An extension to G lenbran te r  Repair Depot in West Scotland 
Conservancy was well under way. Less apparent, but no less important, has 
been the continuing program m e of ensuring that our declining stock of houses 
is kept up to m odern  standards. The Commission’s rental income for the year 
am ounted to £1-8 million.

Total plantable  
area acquired  

(hectares)
England
Wales
Scotland

5
167

3,496

Disposals
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89. The num bers of properties m anaged by the Commission are given at 
Table 13 of A ppendix  VIII.

Harvesting and Marketing

M arket D em and

90. The dem and for small roundw ood fell dramatically during the year. 
Deliveries of pulpwood for export and of chipwood to the particleboard 
industry showed a m arked  decline. By contrast, the increase in pulpwood 
supplied to the domestic industry, despite the closure of B ow ater’s mill at 
Kemsley, was encouraging. In the la tter part  of the year domestic dem and 
for chipwood showed a marginal increase, with the tem porary  exports from 
south-west Scotland being replaced by deliveries to the new C aberboard  plant 
at Irvine. Pitwood dem and also declined. The increased dem and for sawlogs 
was the most encouraging feature of the  year, resulting in the total volume 
of wood harvested from our forests rising marginally to 2,777,000 cubic 
metres -  just 1 per  cent higher than last year.

W ood Prices

91. With trading conditions for small roundwood being the most difficult 
experienced to date , it was encouraging that prices overall increased by about 
1 per cent. H owever, the effect of the fall in export pulpwood prices had not 
been reflected fully by the end of the year.

92. Sawlog prices improved over the year and towards the end of the period 
were showing signs of further im provem ent.

Forestry C om m ission Operations

93. The main features of our harvesting and marketing operations in the 
year, with com parable  figures for previous years, are summarised below:

Unit 1977-78 1978-79 1979-80 1980-81 1981-82 1982-83

Total R em ovals  
By Sale S tand ing  . .
By F orestry  C om m ission 

harvesting

M illion
cubic

m etres 1-97
0-75

1-22

2-01
0-68

1-33

2-33
0-76

1-57

2-47
0-82

1-65

2-75
0-91

1-84

2-78
0-96

1-82

G ross Receipts 
E x p en d itu re  (including 

oncosts but excluding

£ m illion 25-91 26-61 34-94 36-64 36-26 38.43

overheads) 12-31 14-70 19-37 23-79 24-54 23.94
N et R eceip ts 13-60 11-91 15-57 12-85 11-72 14.49

Receipts p er cubic m etre  
E xpend itu re  p er cubic

£ 13-15 13-24 15-00 14-83 13-18 13-84

m etre 
N et R eceip ts per cubic

6-25 7 31 8-31 9-63 8-92 8.62

m etre 6-90 5-93 6-69 5-20 4-26 5.22
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In the following paragraphs the perform ance achieved in each of the main 
sectors is set out in m ore detail.

Conifer Sawlog Sales

94. The total volume of sawlogs sold from our own harvesting operations 
am ounted to some 1,000,000 cubic m etres, an increase of 21 per cent over 
the previous year. The  average price obtained for sawlogs continued to 
weaken during the early part of the year; following the trend in imported 
sawn softwood prices they began to strengthen in the second half, although 
ending 5 per cent down on the previous year. O ur  Log Price Index, which 
is an indication of prices in forward contracts, increased by 3 per cent from 
137-8 at 31 March 1982 to 141-4 at 31 M arch 1983.

Conifer Sm all R o u n d w o o d  Sales

95. Continuing difficulty in obtaining realistic prices coupled with lower 
dem and led us to m ake a determ ined  effort to minimise the quantity of small 
roundwood produced. While our total production of timber increased margin
ally, the proportion  represented  by pulpwood and chipwood fell by about 9 
per cent from the previous year. In terms of the total volume of these products 
sold, this represen ted  a decrease of 23 per  cent.

96. During the year there was a severe reduction in dem and for pulpwood 
in Scandinavia. We also faced the added  difficulty of a total stoppage for six 
months of our export sales to Norway through Inverness. This was a 
consequence of the financial difficulties of the Tofte mill, near Oslo, which 
in turn led to the bankruptcy of the Norwegian W ood Im port Agency. As our 
contract was covered by a ban k er’s guaran tee , all outstanding invoices and 
claims for loss were paid promptly and in full. Close liaison with the Bergen 
Bank and the Tofte mill eventually led to the successful conclusion of a new 
contract, despite the very difficult m arket conditions. By the end of the year 
supplies under this contract were flowing regularly. O ur export sales decreased 
overall by 7 per  c e n t , but nonetheless rem ained an important outlet representing 
62 per cent of all pulpwood and chipwood sold.

97. As a result of the opening of new capacity by Thames Board Ltd at 
W orkington, our domestic pulpwood deliveries increased by 6 per cent. For 
the second successive year, wood delivered to the particleboard industry 
declined (by 11 per cent). This was due mainly to the closure of the Scotboard 
mill at Irvine.

98. During the year the National Coal Board  stopped importing round 
pitwood. W hen existing stocks of im ported  pitwood are exhausted, all supplies 
will then be from British forests (Plate 7). Nevertheless, as a result of the 
reduced dem and for coal, the lower rate of wood consumption associated 
with economies in the use of wood in many pits and a lowering of stocks, the 
requirem ent for round pitwood fell during the year and deliveries were 6 per 
cent lower than in 1981-82.
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Sales o f  Standing Trees

99. Removals of tim ber from Commission forests under standing sales 
contracts to talled 955,000 cubic m etres, an increase of 5 per cent over 1981-82. 
The average price for all sales of standing tim ber rose by 31 per cent. O ur 
G rea t  Britain Price Index for sales of trees in the smaller size categories rose 
from 181-3 at 31 M arch 1982 to 238-7 at the end of the year, an increase of 
32 per cent.

O ther D evelopm ents

100. A m id the difficulties of the year we were encouraged by, and welcomed 
the achievement of, Tham es Board Ltd in bringing their new plant on stream 
(paragraph 15). Further  encouragem ent to the forest and wood-processing 
industries was the com m encem ent late in the year by C aberboard  Ltd of 
production at their new particleboard line at Irvine (paragraph 14). Last, but 
by no means least, was the significant boost to the British forestry industry 
provided by the decision of U nited  Paper Mills of Finland to build a pulp and 
newsprint mill at Shotton (paragraphs 11 and 12). We wish all these new 
developm ents success and look forward to continued co-operation and mutual 
benefit in our future business relationships. In each case, our ability to offer 
substantial security of wood supply through long-term contracts has been a 
m ajor factor leading to the investment decision.

Harvesting

101. O u r  considerable success in introducing new cost-effective methods of 
harvesting has continued (Plate 8). W e harvested a similar volume to the 
previous year without any increase in cost, despite inflationary pressures. A  
move towards systems based upon forwarder extraction has allowed a 
considerable decrease in the total machinery holding. The greatest scope for 
future productivity increases is likely to lie in the felling, debranching and 
cross-cutting phases of the harvesting opera tion , and the emphasis of our 
developm ent work is now on the evaluation of suitable systems. A n examination 
of a range of processors which mechanically debranch and cross-cut the tree 
was com pleted  during the year, and the first machine of this kind was scheduled 
to come into opera tion  in 1983-84. T he  potential of harvesters which also fell 
the tree  was reviewed following a study visit to Scandinavia where they are 
now in operational use. This indicated that harvesters may have a potential 
for cost reduction by comparison with present methods or with those using 
processors; we therefore  began a p rogram m e of evaluation at the end of the 
year.

Engineering

Roads

102. In our R eport  last year, we m entioned  that we had form ed a working 
party to review our current road planning systems and instructions and to 
ascertain future roading requirem ents for our estate in the light of the need 
to accom m odate  heavier timber-carrying lorries. The  working party recom 
m ended , and we have approved , a lower road density which should provide 
us with an economic road network until the end of the century. This decision
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will result in a further reduction of resources allocated to road construction 
and upgrading over the next five years. A  large num ber of existing roads will 
cease to be used, a lthough the roads that remain in use will require increasing 
maintenance as harvesting traffic is progressively directed on to them.

103. We have given detailed consideration to the G overnm en t’s proposal 
to increase the maximum lorry weight and have concluded that the current 
Commission road network, o ther  than  a small num ber of bridges, will be 
capable of accommodating the heavier vehicles proposed.

104. Increasing tim ber traffic on country roads in Scotland has resulted in 
some local highway authorities expressing concern over maintenance costs. 
During the year we had discussions about this problem with the Scottish 
D evelopm ent D epar tm en t,  and formal arrangem ents for joint Regional and 
Forestry Commission proposals for financial assistance from central G overn
ment towards any necessary im provem ent of these roads have been negotiated.

Machines, Vehicles and E quipm ent

105. Forestry Ministers approved the Action Plan we had prepared following 
the study of light vehicle use in the Commission carried out under the auspices 
of Lord R ayner in 1981. A detailed survey of vehicle deployment in the 
Commission was carried out for a three-m onth  period during the year, on 
lines recom m ended by the Rayner  study, and as a result an 8 per cent reduction 
in the fleet is planned. This is expected to lead to total savings of up to 
£650,000 per  annum. O the r  decisions taken have led to a reduction in the 
range of vehicles used and a m ajor contraction in the use of four-wheel drive 
vehicles. T here  was no indication that foreign vehicles were either cheaper 
or more suited to our purposes than those made in Britain, and it will continue 
to be o ur policy to buy British.

106. Im proved efficiency in the use of  machines throughout the Commission 
has had the effect of reducing our holdings, which will lead to significant 
savings in repairs and servicing. Efforts to strengthen this improvement 
continue.

Forest W orkers’ Pay

107. The 1982 pay negotiations were concluded during the year under report. 
The revised weekly rates effective from 1 February 1982 were £68-50 for 
unskilled forest workers and £77-90 for forest craftsmen. The settlement 
included a provision that in those weeks when piecework earnings were not 
available guaranteed rates of £70-45 for unskilled forest workers and £80-10 
for forest craftsmen would be paid.

108. The average weekly earnings of forest workers in 1982-83, based on 
a sample of one full w eek ’s work by all grades in each quarter ,  were £100-36.

109. The 1983 pay negotiations were still under way at the end of the year 
under report.
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Health and Safety

110. T here  was a welcome fall com pared  with the previous year in the 
num ber of reportable  accidents -  tha t is, those which result in an absence 
from work lasting m ore than three days -  from 479 to 397. Although a 
significant proportion  of the reduction was due to a decline in the num ber of 
industrial employees, the accident frequency rate was nevertheless down from 
8-6 to 7-5 per  100 employees which is close to the average for recent years. 
The incidence of accidents in harvesting operations continued to give cause 
for concern, because once again average figures were about three times those 
for o ther  activities.

111. R epresentatives of the Commission, T rade  Unions and manufacturers 
met to discuss safety clothing and equipm ent. The  points of view exchanged 
proved to be valuable in furthering the objective of achieving maximum 
standards of comfort and safety. In the course of the year we introduced a 
system of health  surveillance for those employees, mainly in forest nurseries, 
who are regularly exposed to organophosphorous pesticides. We also issued 
new instructions on the provision of first-aid facilities.

112. A  decision was still awaited at the  end of the year on the recom m endation 
by the Industrial Injuries Advisory C om m ittee  that vibration induced white 
finger (VW F) should be recognised as a prescribed industrial disease. O ur  
survey to determ ine  the incidence of V W F  among current and former chain 
saw operators in the Commission was completed in. the m eantim e, and 
although a detailed report was not then available, it was clear that the 
prevalence of V W F  was about the same as that indicated by our earlier pilot 
study at T hetford  Forest -  tha t is, about 1 in 3 employees were affected to 
some extent.

Finance

113. The accounts of the Forestry Enterprise , including general notes and 
explanations together with the Com ptro ller  and A uditor  G en era l’s report 
thereon , appear  after page 85. As indicated in the foreword, which is a new 
feature of these accounts, their form at has been changed with the agreement 
of the Treasury  and the Exchequer and Audit D epartm ent in o rder to comply 
with the Com panies Acts 1948 to 1981, and accords with the m em orandum  
recently issued by the Treasury  on the Companies Act 1981 and the application 
of its accounting and disclosure requirem ents to public sector bodies.

114. For the first year of the 1982-87 quinquennium , performance was 
generally be tter  than s tandard. A  favourable variance of £4-5 million was 
achieved on the Plantations Account (see Note 11 to the accounts) and a net 
surplus of £0.3 million recorded on the Trading Account (Note 14 to the 
accounts). Included in the above figures is a profit totalling £2-2 million on 
the sale of properties which is analysed in Note 13 to the accounts.
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Forestry Authority
Legislation

Forestry C om m ission Byelaws

115. As m entioned  in our last R eport ,  new Forestry Commission Byelaws 
came into opera tion  on 1 June 1982 (SI 1982/648).

Controls A gainst the Spread o f  D endroctonus micans

116. Because of the ou tb reak  of D endroctonus micans, we found it necessary 
to introduce the Restriction on M ovem ent of Spruce W ood O rder  1982 (SI 
1982/1457). This O rder ,  which came into operation on 20 O ctober 1982, 
controls the m ovem ent of spruce wood grown within the counties of Clwyd, 
Gloucestershire, G w ent, Mid Glam organ , South Glam organ, Hereford and 
Worcester, Powys and Shropshire and the Districts of Meirionnydd (Gwynedd) 
and South Staffordshire (Staffs). T he  movement of any such wood with a 
diameter of 75 mm or m ore  is p rohibited  from and restricted within these 
areas, unless the bark  has been removed or a licence allowing such m ovement 
has been issued by a Forestry  Commission inspector. Provision is also made 
in the O rd e r  for powers of inspection, serving notices, furnishing information, 
production of records and for rem edies in case of default.

117. Strict controls are enforced on the import of spruce wood, which has 
to be debarked  before  being landed in this country. A greem ent was reached 
in the E uropean  Com m unity  during the year on the extension of these controls 
to o ther  conifer wood from France (from where there  is a risk of consignments 
of mixed conifers being im ported from an area devastated by gales and 
infested with D endroctonus m icans) and to the introduction of new controls 
on the im port of conifer trees (the bulk of which are used as Christmas trees). 
We planned to m ake an O rder  to introduce these changes as soon as possible 
in 1983.

A m endm ents to the D utch E lm  Disease Orders

118. We also proposed to am end our Dutch Elm Disease Orders in 1983 
to adjust the boundaries of the areas within which control measures apply. 
Further details are given in paragraphs 128 and 129.

Private Forestry

119. We are glad to be able to report that the sharp rise in the rate of new 
planting achieved in 1981-82 was sustained, although total planting in the 
private sector was marginally lower as a result of a slight fall in the rate of 
restocking. The overall level of planting was, however, still well above the 
levels achieved between 1976 and 1981. A total of 15,629 hectares of planting 
was grant-aided under the Commission’s schemes, of which 12,511 hectares 
comprised new planting (Table 3 of Appendix  VIII). In addition, it is estimated 
that 479 hectares were planted without grants. It is interesting to note that 
over half the planting grant-aided in the year came within the Forestry Grant 
Scheme. Interest in joining the Scheme continued at a high level and by the
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end of M arch 1983 over 3,000 applications covering 112,400 hectares had 
been received.

Research and Development

120. The Com m ission’s R eport  on Forest Research, published each autum n, 
gives a full account of the work carried out o r  grant-aided by our Research 
and D evelopm ent Division. T he  paragraphs below represent a small selection 
of items of general interest.

Upland Silviculture

121. We have reinforced our research into endemic windthrow in plantations. 
This includes investigation of the root developm ent of spruce in unstable soils 
to identify types of root systems m ost resistant to windthrow and to devise 
m ethods of developing such systems in future plantations, particularly by 
cultivation. W e have supplem ented  ou r  own investigations by commissioning 
research at the Scottish Institute of Agricultural Engineering in Edinburgh 
and the University College of N orth  Wales in Bangor, and relevant research 
has also been  undertaken  by the Institute of Terrestrial Ecology at Edinburgh. 
W e have intensified ou r  m easurem ent of the aerodynamics of plantations, 
particularly aerodynam ic effects of stocking density and early thinning, with 
the assistance of  the University of A b e rd een  and the Cranfield Institute of 
Technology. We are also continuing with windthrow surveys to improve 
existing m ethods of predicting the onset and rate of spread of dam age in 
existing plantations.

L ow land  Silviculture

122. M arked increases in the growth of newly-established trees in tree 
shelters have now been dem onstra ted  in a wide range of species. It is estimated 
that half a million tree shelters were used by the Forestry Commission and 
by private owners in the 1982-83 planting season. Further  research is being 
undertaken  to clarify the reasons for enhanced growth and to determ ine the 
appropriate  place and use of shelters in different woodland situations.

123. Experim ents  to evaluate the effects of weeding at various stages in the 
first few years after planting have shown that good weed control in the first 
year of establishment has yielded substantial increases in the height and 
d iam eter  growth of young trees. These  benefits, which have been found in 
a series of m otorway experiments, appear  to be associated with added soil 
moisture during the growing season. Similar results have been obtained using 
a black polythene mulch in place of o the r  weed control treatments.

D endroctonus m icans

124. T he  Entom ology Branch has provided advice on the appropriate  action 
to be taken against this newly identified pest, drawing on E uropean  experience. 
In addition, an urgent research program m e has been undertaken into the 
biology of the beetle in British conditions, and scientific trials have been set 
in train to investigate the possible use of R hizophagus grandis, a specific 
preda to r  of D endroctonus micans, as a biological control of the pest in this 
country.
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A cid  Rain

125. A growing num ber  of reports emerged during the year of widespread 
forest decline in Central E urope , usually a ttributed  to acid rain. Two of our 
scientists visited W estern G erm any in the autum n of 1982 to study affected 
stands, mainly of Norway spruce, and their report* concludes that the damage 
appears to be largely confined to old stands at high elevations. There  is no 
evidence of soil dam age associated with the decline and the causes, while still 
obscure, are certainly complex and may well include a num ber of different 
forms of pollution. Increasing acidity of fresh waters and associated loss of 
fish, which has been a concern in Scandinavia for nearly 20 years, has been 
noted in some parts of Scotland and Wales. There  are suggestions that the 
acidity may be grea ter  and the loss more serious where the streams flow 
through coniferous forest. We are collaborating with o ther bodies in studying 
the causes of the changes and the influence of the forest on water quality.

European C om m unity

126. Proposals for research projects in wood production and processing by 
organisations in M em ber States were considered in Novem ber 1982 as 
candidates for financial support under the E C  raw materials program m e W ood  
as a Renewable Raw  Material. E C  funds will allow a proportion of such 
proposals to be partially financed by the  Community, and appropriate  contracts 
will be negotiated by the E C  D irec tora te-G enera l for Science, Research and 
D evelopm ent with the successful proposers.

Plant Health

D endroctonus m icans

127. The measures that have been, and are being, taken to deal with this 
pest are described earlier in the R eport  (paragraphs 24-27).

D utch elm  disease

128. A s noted in previous Reports, Dutch elm disease has killed most of 
the elms in southern parts o f the country and it continues to spread in northern 
areas. Unfortunately, no way has been found of eradicating the disease, either 
in this country or abroad, despite intensive research. Sanitation felling 
campaigns have played a useful role, however, in slowing the rate of spread 
and preserving valuable elm populations a little longer. Our advice over the 
past few years to local authorities in the lightly affected areas has been to 
concentrate their resources on sanitation felling in localities where disease 
levels are low and the elm trees are an important feature of the environment. 
This strategy is particularly relevant in urban areas or in areas where natural 
geographical features will aid control.

129. Following a review o f the national situation, including the gathering 
of detailed information from local authorities, we decided that the time had 
come to adjust the boundaries of the control areas to reflect this limited 
objective more accurately. With the agreement of the local authorities

* F o restry  C om m ission  R e search  & D ev e lo p m en t P ap er 131, £1-00 net.
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concerned, we therefore  set in train the drafting of two new O rders to replace 
the Dutch Elm Disease (Restriction on M ovem ent of Elms) O rder  1977 and 
the Dutch Elm Disease (Local Authorities) O rder  1977 (as am ended in both 
cases in 1979). U nder  the new O rders ,  the main control area in England will 
consist of a broad  belt across the centre of the country, including Merseyside, 
G rea te r  M anchester, West Yorkshire and parts of Cheshire, Lancashire and 
North Yorkshire. O th e r  smaller areas of control, such as Lincoln City, Tyne 
and W ear, the Peak area of Derbyshire and parts of East Sussex and Cumbria, 
will remain. In Wales, controls will be confined to a part of Gwynedd and 
the Colwyn District of Clwyd. The whole of Scotland, with the exception of 
Border Region and part of Dumfries and Galloway Region, will continue to 
be a control area.

O ak wilt

130. The E uropean  Commission has authorised a derogation from the 
requirem ent tha t oak logs from N orth  A m erica  must be debarked  before they 
are im ported  into the  Com m unity. This derogation permits the im port o f logs 
for veneer production from those parts of the U S A  certified as free of oak 
wilt by the US Plant H ealth  A uthority . A n  acceptable alternative to this 
requirem ent is tha t the logs will have been fumigated with methyl bromide 
to standards agreed with and to be enforced by the US Plant H ealth  Inspection 
Service. We shall m onitor  the situation closely, but we have no plans to lift 
the total ban on the im port into this country of oak logs with bark  from N orth  
America.

Local A u thority  Contingency Plans

131. As has been dem onstra ted  in the recent ou tbreak  of D endroctonus 
micans, the Commission can respond quickly and effectively to such a situation. 
A t  the same time, it is recognised that difficulties could arise if there  were 
a serious ou tb reak  of a pest o r  a disease in an urban  area; this could call for 
detailed local knowledge and for special skills and equipm ent to deal, for 
example, with large trees in built-up areas. It is likely that we should have 
to call on the local authority  to play a part  in helping to deal with such an 
ou tbreak , and for this reason we have been encouraging local authorities to 
develop plant health contingency plans so tha t we can work closely together 
if the need should arise. W e are pleased to say tha t the majority of authorities 
have declared themselves willing and able to draw up such plans. W e shall 
be making fu rther approaches to  those authorities who, for a variety of 
reasons, have shown a reluctance to take  part.

Education and Training

Internal Training

132. The num ber  of  courses for forest workers fell during the year because 
of lower manning levels and fewer new recruits, although the introduction 
of medium-sized forwarders created  a dem and for the training of mechanics. 
M anagem ent training courses continued normally while, in the technical field, 
emphasis was placed on the im plem entation  of organised felling systems.
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133. We m aintained regular contact with the Cumbria College of Agriculture 
at Newton Rigg and the Inverness Technical College’s Scottish School of 
Forestry concerning their forestry courses to D iplom a level. W e continued 
to find pre-school and sandwich-period employment for their students, 
although with increasing difficulty in the present depressed state of the 
industry. A  further  dem and for work-experience em ploym ent will arise from 
the introduction of  the Y outh  Training Scheme, for which we ran a small pilot 
scheme at the Forest of A e with considerable success.

International Sem inar on the M anagem ent o f  Forestry Training Systems

134. W e were p leased to host this seminar, on behalf of the United Kingdom 
and the F A O /E C E /IL O  Joint C om m ittee  on Forestry Working Techniques 
and the Training of Forest W orkers, a t the Dumfries and Galloway College 
of Technology from 10 to 14 May 1982. Excursions were arranged to enable 
participants to  see the practical organisation of training systems and techniques 
at our Training C entre  at A e. They were also able to see and discuss aspects 
of forestry practices in south-west Scotland where the proportion of land 
under forest is now the highest in Britain.

Retirem ent o f  C h ie f Education and Training Officer

135. M r John  G oodwin retired in O ctober  1982 after 35 years’ service to 
forestry education at our form er Lynford Hall and D ean  Forester Training 
Schools and m ore recently as Chief Education & Training Officer at 
Headquarters . A  pioneer in new training methods and standards, Mr Goodwin 
shares much of the credit for the advancem ent of technical and industrial 
forestry training in Britain.

Public Relations

136. Forestry a ttracted  a higher level of attention than usual from the media 
throughout the year. Interest continued unabated  in the disposals program m e 
(paragraphs 18-23) and its effect upon such issues as rural employment, public 
access and conservation, although o ther  events periodically attracted bigger 
headlines. A successful press tour to Ennerda le  in the Lake District (paragraph 
76) highlighted the Commission’s landscaping policies and attracted widespread 
attention. We succeeded in obtaining extensive coverage -  in Scandinavia, 
the European  C om m unity  and North America, as well as in Britain -  for the 
publication of the survey report on prospects for the wood-processing industry 
in Scotland (paragraphs 16 and 17) and for the subsequent announcem ent of 
the United Paper Mills’ project at Shotton (paragraphs 11 and 12). The 
unexpected outb reak  of D endroctonus m icans (paragraphs 24—27) excited a 
good deal of media interest and called for the production of a series of posters 
designed to assist foresters, woodland owners and timber merchants to identify 
symptoms of the pest.

137. The work of the Forestry Commission inspired the winning entry in the 
1982 National Schools’ Project Competition organised by the British Trades 
A lphabet Company. A  study card we had produced on forestry was among 
20 circulated to 30,000 schools in England, Scotland and Wales, and forestry
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proved to be the sixth most popular subject among the school children who 
submitted entries. The schoolgirl who won second prize in the forestry section 
also came third overall. Forestry gained two more third prizes in the poster 
competition and a further 109 awards and certificates. This is the first year 
we have been associated with the com petition, and the interest it stimulated 
in forestry was most encouraging.

138. The major theme of our agricultural shows’ exhibit was devoted to 
illustrating the extent and variety of the nation’s need for timber and timber 
products. A t the end of the show season it went on tour at a series of urban 
venues and was to succeed the previous year’s display on wildlife conservation 
for one year at the Royal Agricultural Society’s permanent forestry pavilion 
at Stoneleigh.

Finance

139. The statement of expenditure on Forestry Authority services, together 
with notes and explanations, appears at Table 2 of Appendix XI.
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Appendix I 
Statutory and other Committees appointed 
by the Forestry Commission: membership 
at 31 March 1983

National Committees

E ngland

M rs L. J . W h ets to n e  (C ha irm an), M r J. B ro ck leb an k , M ajo r D . J. C. D av en p o rt, M r G . O . 
H u tch ison , M r J. N . K ennedy , M r W . E . L an e . Secretary to the C om m ittee: M r A . L yon. T he 
C o m m ittee  m et in O c to b e r  1982 and M arch 1983.

Scotland

C ap ta in  W . F. E . F o rbes (C ha irm an), L t.-C o l. A . E . C a m ero n , M r D . A . M ithen , M r J. D . 
Pollock, M r W illiam  W olfe, C ap ta in  J. M . A . Y erb u rg h . Secretary to the C om m ittee: M r B. R . 
Sidaw ay. T h e  C o m m ittee  m et in A pril an d  N ov em b er 1982.

Wales

L ord  G ib so n -W att (C ha irm an), M r R . T . B rad ley , M r B. D av ies, M r D . D avies, M rT . O . Lew is, 
M r A . R ix. Secretary to the C om m ittee: M r E . G . O w en. T he C o m m ittee  m et in Ju n e  and 
N ovem ber 1982.

Regional Advisory Committees

E N G L A N D  

N orth-W est C onservancy

L ord F o re s te r  (C ha irm an), M r G . Price B ow ring , M r J. E . C roasd a le , M r C. A . E ad e , D r  H. 
M. T . F ra n k lan d , M r F. G . H u m p h rey s, T h e  E a rl o f  L onsdale , M r M . T ay lo r, M r W . B. W alker. 
Secretary to the C om m ittee: M r M  M itchell. T h e  C o m m ittee  m et in M ay and  N ovem ber 1982.

N orth-E ast C onservancy

M r J. B ro ck lebank  (C ha irm an), M r F. K. B e au m o n t, M r F. M. B e rth e le , M r M. J. M. Bliss, 
M r P. O . R . B ridgem an , M r B. M in to , M r M . L. R icha rdson , M r G . F. S tevenson , M a jo r 
P. B. W alker. Secretary to the C om m ittee: M r J . G . A rm strong . T h e  C om m ittee  m et in A ugust 
1982 and  Ja n u a ry  1983.

East C onservancy

M r W . E . L ane (C ha irm an), M a jo r G . K. A gnew , M r R . W . R . B row ning, M r W. H . D arling , 
M r W . R . E m m s, M a jo r A . G . N . H a d d e n -P a to n , M r T . M ab b u tt, M r P. H . Peck, M r J. K. 
R oyston . Secretary to the C om m ittee: M r W . O . W ittering . T he C o m m ittee  m et in A pril and 
O cto b er 1982.

South-E ast C onservancy

Mr H . W. M a ckw orth -P racd  (C ha irm an), M r H . B. G . D algety , M r T . J. D anie l, M r D. J. 
E dw ards, M r J. P. M. H. E velyn , V iscount F a lm o u th , M r R . T . G ray , M r A . G . P o rte r, M r 
B. P. T o m p sc tt. Secretary to the C om m ittee: M r B. T ipping. T h e  C om m ittee  m et in A pril and 
O cto b er 1982.
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South-W est C onservancy

M ajo r D . J. C. D av en p o rt (C ha irm an), M r M . B ray , M r I. M ercer, M r R. M . M oody , M r 
A . G . Phillips, M r M. R o p e r, M r P. D . T u c k e tt, M r R , F. W organ , M r J. H . B. W orkm an. 
Secretary to the C om m ittee: M r D . C. F isher. T h e  C o m m ittee  m et in A pril and  D ecem b er 1982.

S C O T L A N D  

N orth C onservancy

L t.-C ol. A . E. C am ero n  (C ha irm an), M r Ew an J. B rod ie , M r J. E vans. M r S. J . F ra se r, M r A. 
N. S. K innear, M a jo r A . M cC all, M r H . D . S k inner, C ap t R . W . K. S tirling , M r A . F. F. 
W illiam son. Secretary to the C om m ittee: M r K. R oscoe. T he C o m m ittee  m et in M ay and O c to b e r 
1982,

East C onservancy

D r Jean  B a lfou r (C ha irm an), M r B. S. B ro o k es , M r G . W . C h ris tie , M r G . C ru ik sh an k , M r A. 
D . M, F a rq u h a rso n , M r N. G o rd o n -S m ith , M r T . B ruce Jo n e s, M r D . F. O gilvie, M r J. G . 
Scalley. Secretary to the C om m ittee: M r W . D . F raser. T h e  C o m m ittee  m et in A pril and N ovem ber 
1982.

South  C onservancy

C apt J. M . A . Y erb u rg h  (C ha irm an), M r J. H u n te r  B la ir, M a jo r D . B ridges, M r H . C raw ford , 
M r D . H ew itt, M r J. G . H o p e , M r D . W . N . L an d a le , M r R . A . M cC lym ont, C ap t J. G . 
M ilne-H om e, Secretary to the C om m ittee: M r W . G . W illiam son. T h e  C om m ittee  m et in M ay 
and  O c to b e r  1982.

W est Conservancy

M r W illiam  W olfe (C ha irm an), C a p t J. N . B. B aillie -H am ilton , M r F. B racew ell, M r D . B rie rto n , 
M r W . J. C h ris tie , M r T . D oy le , M r A . F lem ing , M r H . S m ith , M r T . Sm ith. Secretary to the 
C om m ittee: M r W . J. A n d erso n . T h e  C o m m ittee  m et in M ay and  O c to b e r 1982.

W A L E S

N orth  Conservancy

M r T . H . O w en  (C ha irm an), M r F. C . B est, M r J. M . H arro p , M r R . ap  Sim on Jo n e s , M r 
D . R . L. K eogh , M r V . Lew is, C a p t D . Y. F. M y d d e lto n , M a jo r P. C. O rm ro d , M r J. W . S u tton . 
Secretary to the C om m ittee: M r J. M cG ough . T h e  C om m ittee  m et in M ay and O c to b e r  1982.

South  C onservancy

M r M . A . M cLaggan (C ha irm an), M r E . B a rtle tt , M r C . J. S. B urd , M r S. K. N eale , M r 
R . G . T h o m a s, M r H . T h o m p so n , M rs D . W alm sley , M r R . H . W heelock , M r C. R . W oosnam . 
Secretary to the C om m ittee: M r R . R . D avies. T h e  C o m m ittee  m et in A pril and  O c to b e r 1982.

Home Grown Timber Advisory Committee

M r J. D . W . Ja n es (C hairm an) 
M r F. Baugh 
M r A . F. B loom field 

‘ M r R. E . B oote 
M r H . J. B rew is 
T h e  H on  Jam es B ruce 

*M r N. F. C airncross 
M r D . J. C o o p er 

*M r J. W . D odds 
M r G . D onaldson  
T he H on  Jam es G a lb ra ith  
M r J. G legg 
M r R . D . G o rd o n  

‘ In d ep en d en t m em bers

M r R . M . H arley  
M r H . J. Keys 

*M r R . J. Lennox 
‘ P ro fesso r A . M acLeary  

M r F. A . M egginson 
‘ M r A . Mills 

M r P. S. M urray  
M r R . Parker-Je rv is 

‘ M r R. P ierson 
M r H . R ichardson  
M r J. F. W illiam s 
M r C. R . W oosnam

Secretary: M r J. R . W allace
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W ith the  excep tion  o f  the  in d ep en d en t m em bers the m em bersh ip  w as draw n from  nom inations 
received from  the  follow ing bodies: T im b er G ro w ers E ngland  and W ales L td , T im b er G row ers 
Scotland L td , B ritish  T im b er M erch an ts ' A ssociation  (E ng land  and W ales), H om e T im ber 
M e rch an ts’ A ssociation  o f S co tland , N ational C oal B oard , T im ber T rad e  F ed e ra tio n , U K  
P artic leboard  A ssocia tion , A ssociation  o f U n ited  K ingdom  W ood Pulp  P rodu cers , T im ber 
R esearch  and  D ev e lo p m en t A ssociation  L td.

T h e  C o m m ittee  m et in Ju n e , S ep tem b er an d  D ecem b er 1982 and M arch 1983. T he A nnual 
R e p o rt o f the C o m m ittee  is a t A pp en d ix  II, page 42.

Technical Sub-Committee of the Home Grown Timber Advisory Committee

M r H. R ichardson  
M ajo r P. C. O rm ro d  
M r M. T . R ogers 
M r D . B. C raw ford  
M r J. R . M acer 
M r M. D . O xnard  
M r A . J. B row nlie 
M rT . S. Sm ith 
D r G . K. E llio tt 
M r A . R . Powell 
Col D . A . C am pbell 
M r P. R . W illan 
M r V. J. C ridge 
M rS . K. N eale

( C hairm an )

T im b er G ro w ers E ngland  and W ales L td 

T im b er G ro w ers S cotland Ltd
B ritish  T im b er M erch an ts ' A ssociation  (E ngland  and 

W ales)

H o m e T im b er M erchan ts ' A ssociation  o f  Scotland

Institu te  o f  C h a rte red  Fo resters
A ssociation  o f P rofessional F o resters
Royal In stitu tio n  o f  C h a rte red  Surveyors
A ssocia tion  o f U n ited  K ingdom  W ood Pulp P roducers
N ational C oal B oard
T ra n sp o rt and  G en era l W o rk ers ' U nion

Secretary: M r J. R . A aron
T he S ub-C om m ittee  m et in A p ril, Ju n e  and  S ep tem b er 1982 and Ja n u a ry  1983.

Supply and Demand Sub-Committee o f the Home Grown Timber Advisory 
Committee

M r N. F. C airncross 
M r P. J. W arb u rto n -L ee  
M r D. B. C raw ford  
M r J. W . Sutton

M r J. G legg 
M r A . F. B loom field 
M r K. F. D ean e  
M r J. G . M. D aw son 
M r R . W. M acK enzie

( C hairm an)
T im b er G ro w ers E ngland  and  W ales L td 
T im b er G row ers S cotland Ltd
B ritish  T im b er M erch an ts ' A ssociation  (E ng land  and 

W ales)
H om e T im b er M erchan ts ' A ssociation  o f Scotland 
U K  P artic leb o ard  A ssociation
A ssocia tion  o f  U nited  K ingdom  W ood Pulp P roducers 
T im b er T rad e  F edera tio n  
N ational C oa l B oard

Secretary: M r R. M. Sm ith
T he S ub-C om m ittee  m et in M ay and D ecem b er 1982.

Advisory Committee on Forest Research

P rofessor P. F. W areing  P rofessor J. P. H udson
(C hairm an ) P rofessor J. D . M atthew s
D r J .  D . B razier D rW . E . S. M utch
P rofessor J. P. M. B ren an  P rofessor M. E . D . P oore
D r J .  P. D em p ste r  P rofessor L. R oche
P rofessor J. M . H irst P rofessor T . S. W est

T he C om m ittee  m et in O c to b e r  1982.
Secretary: M r J. R. Price
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Forestry Research Coordination Committee

M r D. A . M ithen  ( C hairm an)
M r A . J. G rayson
D r T . H egarty
D r E. J. G ibson
D r J .  C. B ow m an
M r J. N. R . Je ffers
D r J. M oorby
M r R . C. S teele
P ro fesso r M. E . D . P oore
P rofessor P. F. W areing

F orestry  C om m ission  
F o restry  C om m ission  
A g ricu ltu re  D ep artm en ts  
D e p a rtm e n t o f the  E n v ironm en t

N atu ra l E n v iro n m en t R esearch  C ouncil

A g ricu ltu ra l R esearch  C ouncil 
N atu re  C onservancy  C ouncil 
F o restry  U niversities
F orestry  C om m ission  R esearch  A dvisory  C o m m ittee

Secretary: M r D . A . B urdek in
T he C o m m ittee  m et in Ju n e  and  O c to b e r 1982 an d  M arch 1983.

Forestry Training Council

P rofessor J. D . M atthew s (C hairm an)

E m ployer M em bers 
M r P. J. D . D onnelly  
M ajo r G en e ra l T . A . R ichardson  
C o m m an d er A . G . C laridge 
M r A . F. F. W illiam son 
M r C. W . S im m onds 
M r A . R. S u tton  
M r A . G . Phillips

T im b er G ro w ers E ngland  and  W ales Ltd

T im b er G ro w ers S cotland L td

F orestry  C om m ission 

A ssocia tion  o f  P rofessional F o resters

E m ployee M em bers  
M r FL C raw ford  
M r J. H . H ose 
M r D . R . L. K eogh 
M r A. Mills 
M r S. K. N eale 
M rT . E . R adfo rd

T ra n sp o rt and G en era l W ork ers ' U nion

Civil Service U nion

Education and Training M em bers
M r A . I. M cN ab
M r R . M. B o o th ro y d  1
M r D . D an b u ry  J

Forestry Society etc M em bers
P rofessor C. J . T ay lor 
M r J. B row n 
M r W . S tart

D r P. G . B iddle 

Secretary
M r J. M cR itchic  F o restry  C om m ission
T he C ouncil m et in Ju n e  and  O c to b e r 1982 and  M arch  1983.

F orestry  E d u ca tio n , Scotland 

F orestry  E d u ca tio n , E ngland  and W ales

In stitu te  o f  C h a rte red  F o resters 
R oyal S cottish  F o restry  Society
R oyal F o restry  Society o f  E ng lan d , W ales and N o rth ern  

Ire land
Stand ing  C o m m ittee  for A rbo ricu ltu ra l E ducation

40



Forestry Safety Council

C ol D . A . C am pbell 
V iscount C am pden  
M r K. J. R am say  
M r D . J. C o o p e r

M r R . C a llan d e r 
M r J. H . H ose 
M r A . Mills 
M r R . N eale  
M r D . G . W hieldon  
M rC . W . S im m onds 
M r D . A . B ardy

( C hairm an)
T im b er G ro w ers E ngland  and  W ales L td  
T im b er G ro w ers S cotland L td
B ritish  T im b er M erch an ts’ A ssociation  (E n g lan d  and 

W ales)
H om e T im b er M erchan ts’ A ssociation  o f  Scotland

T ra n sp o rt and  G enera l W o rk ers’ U nion

G en era l M unicipal B o ilerm akers and A llied  T rad es U nion
F orestry  T ra in in g  C ouncil
F o restry  C om m ission
F orestry  C om m ission  Safety O fficer

Secretary
M r R . J. Bell F o restry  Com m ission
T he C ouncil m et in A p ril and  S ep tem b er 1982.
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Appendix II 
Home Grown Timber Advisory Committee: 
Annual Report for the year ended 
31 March 1983

P lan t h ealth  m a tte rs  w ere  an im p o rtan t fea tu re  o f  the  C o m m ittee ’s de lib era tio n s during  the  year. 
T h e  C o m m ittee  w as co n cern ed  to learn  o f the  d iscovery  o f o u tb reak s  o f  D en d ro c to n u s m icans 
in sp ruce  p lan ta tio n s in an  a rea  w ithin a rad ius o f som e 50 m iles s tradd ling  the  E nglish /W elsh  
bo rd e r. T h e  C o m m ittee  q u estio n ed  th e  C om m ission  closely on  the  co u n ter-m easu res being  tak en  
and w ere reassu red  to  know  th a t the  C om m ission ’s ob jec tive  w as to  e rad ica te  all know n pockets 
o f  in festation  by c lea r felling w here necessary . T h e  C o m m ittee  kep t closely in touch  w ith 
dev e lo p m en ts th ro u g h o u t th e  y ear and  w as p leased  to  n o te  the  excellen t co -o p era tio n  betw een  
the  C om m ission , p riva te  w oodland  ow ners an d  the  tim ber trad e  in th e ir  com m on aim  to  deal 
w ith this pest. T h e  C o m m ittee  fully en d o rsed  the  C om m ission’s decision to  tak e  pow ers to 
con tro l the m ov em en t o f sp ruce  w ood w ith in  the  infected  area . A t its M arch  m eeting  the  
C o m m ittee  also consid ered  and  ap p ro v ed  the  changes p ro p o sed  to the  C om m ission’s D u tch  elm  
d isease O rders.

A t its Ju n e  m eeting  the  C o m m ittee  co n sid ered  a discussion p a p e r p re sen ted  by the  g row ers’ 
rep re sen ta tiv es on  the  su b jec t o f  fo restry  in th e  E u ro p ean  C om m unity . I t d o u b ted  w h e th e r  a 
com m on fo res try  policy was th e  m ost ap p ro p ria te  way o f  dealing  w ith the  various activities 
involved. T h e  C o m m ittee  n o ted  th a t b o th  th e  F o re s try  C om m ission  and the  g row ers’ o rgan isa tions 
w ere keep ing  a close w atch  on  fo res try -re la ted  m atte rs  w ithin th e  C o m m unity , and  asked  to  be 
kep t in touch w ith , and  consu lted  o n , p roposals . In S ep tem b er the  C o m m ittee  co m m ented  upon  
the fo restry  aspects o f  the  H ouse  o f C om m ons A g ricu ltu re  C om m ittee  R e p o rt on  Less F avo u red  
A reas.

T he substan tial rep o rt of the  T echn ical S u b -C o m m ittee 's  W orking P arly  on Softw ood Saw m illing 
R esearch  was the sub jec t o f considerab le  discussion at the  D ecem b er m eeting . T he m ain 
reco m m endation  o f the re p o rt, that th e re  should  be a Saw m illing R esearch  A dvisory  B oard , 
funded by the trad e , was not accep tab le  to the  tim ber m erch an ts’ associations. T h e re  w as, 
how ever, b ro ad  ag reem en t th a t co nsidera tion  w ould  be given to the  individual financing by the 
trad e  o f specific research  o r in form ation  p ro jec ts  w hich w ere considered  to be o f value.

A t the  S ep tem b er m eeting  the  ou tcom e o f  th e  sym posium  B road leaves in B rita in , he ld  the 
p rev ious Ju ly  a t L ough b o ro u g h  U n iversity , w as discussed. T h e  C om m ittee  no ted  w ith approval 
the  g enera l su p p o rt a t th e  sym posium  for th e  lead  being  tak en  by the  C om m ission  in develop ing  
policies for the  fu tu re  m an ag em en t o f  b ro ad leav ed  w oodlands. T h e  C om m ittee  sought assurances 
from  the  C om m ission  th a t the  fo restry  ind u stry , and  especially  the  p rivate  g row ers, w ould  be 
fully consu lted .

C oncern  ov er the  s ta te  o f  th e  w ood  m ark e t w as reflec ted  in discussions th ro u g h o u t the  year, 
a lthough  th e  C o m m ittee  w as very  en co u rag ed  to lea rn  o f  the possibility  o f a m ajo r pulp  mill being 
estab lished  a t S h o tto n  in N o rth  W ales by U n ited  P ap er Mills.

A t its M arch  m eeting  the  C o m m ittee  m ade its an nual review  of the  p rog ram m e o f w ork  o f 
the  C o m m ission ’s R esearch  and  D ev e lo p m en t D iv ision . A lso  in M arch  the  C om m ittee  n o ted  th a t 
the  C o m m ission ’s d isposals ta rg e t had  increased  to  a figure o f £82 m illion and  expressed  concern  
th a t th is m ight d am age the  C om m ission’s m ainstream  activities.

T h e  C o m m ittee  considered  the  p roposal to  m ove the  P rinces R isbo rough  L ab o ra to ry  to  the  
B uilding R esearch  E stab lish m en t at G ars to n  and  th e ir  concern  was conveyed to  M inisters. T h e  
C o m m ittee  w as in fo rm ed  in M arch  th a t the  m ove was to  go ah ead  bu t it w ould be  sp read  over 
th ree  years. A ssurances w ere  given th a t the  n eed  for con tinu ity  in w ood  resea rch  w as fully 
recognised  by th e  G o v ern m en t.
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A m ong  o th e r  issues considered  w ere the  M inisterial s ta tem en t on felling con tro l p rocedures 
and the co n su ltan ts ' rep o rt in to  a stra tegy  for the  Scottish w ood-processing  industry . T he 
C om m ittee  also took  no te  o f the issue o f the C ode o f  G uidance  for S ites o f  Special Scientific 
In te res t, to g e th e r  w ith the  associated  Financial G u idelines , as well as the ou tcom e of a study into 
Small Scale C hem ical Pulp ing . T h e  C o m m ittee  was en co uraged  by the good response from  the 
private sec to r to the F o restry  G ran t Schem e and was kept in form ed  o f  the p rogress o f  the 
C om m ission 's in ternal m an ag em en t stru c tu re  review  and o f the  review  groups set up by the 
Forestry  R esearch  C o o rd in a tio n  C o m m ittee .

T he C o m m ittee  co n tin u ed  to receive regu lar rep o rts  from  its T echnical Sub-C om m ittee  and 
from the Supply and  D em an d  S ub-C om m ittee . A m ong  the  m atters considered  by the  T echnical 
S ub-C om m ittee  w ere the  im plications o f  the B ritish  S tan d ard  (BS5268) C ode o f  P ractice for the 
S tructu ral U se o f  T im b er, w hich in troduces a perfo rm an ce  ra th e r  than  a p roduct specification; 
a p ro jec t w ith the E lec tric ity  C ouncil on the  tre a tm e n t o f sp ruce pow er-transm ission  poles; and 
a p ro jec t on  studs for tim ber-fram e housing. T h e  results o f the last m entioned  had ind icated  th a t, 
while s tren g th  req u irem en ts  can  be m et, kiln d rying tria ls had  identified tw ist as the m ain difficulty 
to be faced. T h e  S ub-C om m ittee  also consid ered  the  final rep o rt o f a study o f  pop lar in B rita in ; 
the role o f  rad io  in forest o p e ra tio n s; and  F o restry  C om m ission w ork study rep o rts  on  various 
types o f forest m achinery  and  eq u ip m en t. T h e  Supply and  D em and  S ub-C om m ittee  kep t the 
m ain C o m m ittee  in form ed  on w ood supply  an d  d em and  in G re a t B ritain  and on prospects for 
the com ing year on the basis o f  in fo rm ation  supp lied  by consu m ers’ and g row ers’ associations.

T he C o m m ittee  once m ore w ishes to place on record  its app recia tion  o f the sound  advice 
received from  bo th  S ub-C om m ittees.
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Appendix III 
Forestry Training Council 
Annual Report for the year ended 
31 March 1983

T h e  C ouncil and  its M an ag em en t C o m m ittee  each  m et in E d inb u rg h  a t F o restry  C om m ission 
H e a d q u a rte rs  on  3 Ju n e  and  7 O c to b e r  1982 an d  3 M arch 1983. T h e  G ran t A w ard  C o m m ittee  
and  specialised  W ork ing  G ro u p s  o f  C ouncil m em bers also m et at various tim es during  th e  year. 
A  n u m b er o f  changes in m em bersh ip  occu rred . M r J. F . G oodw in  re tired  and  his place as a 
F o restry  C om m ission  rep re sen ta tiv e  w as tak en  by M r A . S u tton . M r A . P . B. H am ilton  also 
re tired  b u t his place as a rep re sen ta tiv e  fo r F o restry  E d u ca tio n  (Sco tland) had  still to  be  filled 
at the  end  o f  th e  year. M r J. B row n rep laced  M r J. M. F ra se r  as the  R oyal Scottish F orestry  
Society rep re sen ta tiv e . T h e  C ouncil w as sa d d en ed  by the  d e a th  o f  M r A . G . Pym an w ho had 
served  as a rep re sen ta tiv e  fo r F o re stry  E d u ca tio n  (E ng land  and  W ales) since the  C ouncil was 
fo rm ed  in 1971 and  co n tr ib u te d  m uch to  its w ork . T he vacancy w as filled by M r D . D an b u ry . 
A  fu rth e r  sad  even t w as the  d e a th  o f  M r A . M . N elson  S tew ard  w ho, as full-tim e m anager of 
th e  C ounc il’s g roup  tra in ing  a rra n g em en ts , ach ieved  no tab le  success in develop ing  these 
a rran g em en ts  fo r th e  benefit o f  the  w hole o f  the  p rivate  fo restry  sec to r. M r D . G . W hieldon  was 
ap p o in ted  to  succeed him  as C h ie f T ra in ing  M anager.

S tatistics on  th e  q u an tity  o f  tra in ing  u n d e r ta k e n  w ere  again com piled  and  are  p rov ided  in 
T ab les 1 an d  2.

T ab le  1

A ttendance  on courses fo r  R ecognised  Craft, Supervisory and  
M anagerial Q ualifications

C ourses G rad e  and  T ype 1981--82 1982--83
N u m b er o f N u m b er o f

C ourses/S tuden ts C ourses/S tuden ts

C ity and G u ilds 012 S tage 1 C raft (Y oung  W ork ers)
D ay and  B lock R elease 5 72 2 28

City and  G u ilds 012 Phase 1 C raft (Y oung  W ork ers)
D ay  and  B lock  R elease — — 3 52

City and  G uilds 012 S tage 2 C raft (A d u lt W orkers)
B lock R e lease 4 68 1 23

S C O T E C  C ertificate  P a rt 1 C raft (Y oung  W orkers)
B lock R e lease 5 49 6 65

S C O T E C  C ertificate  P art 2 C raft (A d u lt W ork ers)
B lock R e lease 1 9 3 43

T o ta ls  for C raft C ourses 15 198 15 211

O rd in ary  N ational D ip lom a Supervisory
3-Y ear Sandw ich 1 100 1 96

S C O T E C  D ip lom a Supervisory
2-Y ea r Sandw ich - 1 25 1 45

City and  G u ilds 012 S tage 3 Superv isory  Block
R elease 3 24 1 13

S C O T E C  C ertificate  P art 3 S upervisory  B lock
R elease 1 12 2 20

N ational D ip lom a in M anageria l R esiden tia l . . 2 7 2 12
F orestry

T o ta ls for Superv isory  and  M anageria l C ourses 8 168 7 186

44



Short cou rses in m any d iffe ren t sub jec ts w ere a rra n g ed  for the  p rivate  secto r by the  English and 
W elsh F o re stry  T ra in in g  G ro u p  and  th e  S cottish  F orestry  T ra in ing  G ro u p ; the F orestry  
C om m ission also co n d u c ted  sho rt courses for th e ir  ow n w ork force.

T ab le  2

A tten d a n ce  on Short Courses fo r  Forest W orkers, 
Supervisors a n d  M anagers

Source o f 1981-82 1982-83
Level P artic ipan ts T ra in ee  C ourse  D ays T ra in ee  C ourse  D ays

C raft P riva te  F o restry  . . 3,210 4,110
F orestry  C om m ission 7,765 8,811
T o ta ls 10,975 12,921

Supervisory  and Priva te  F o restry  . . 2,003 2,089
M anageria l F o restry  C om m ission 2,694 2,079

T o ta ls 4,697 4,168

T he C ouncil assisted  w ith a rra n g em en ts  fo r 12-week C ollege-based  fo restry  induction  courses 
for u n em ployed  young p eop le  u n d e r the  Y o u th  O p p o rtu n itie s  P rogram m e sponso red  by the 
M anpow er Services C om m ission ; 14 such cou rses w ere  held.

T ow ards th e  end  o f the  y ea r , the  C ouncil dec la red  its su p p o rt for, and  in ten tion  to  help  w ith, 
the in tro d u c tio n  to  th e  fo restry  industry  o f  the  G o v e rn m e n t’s new  Y outh  T ra in ing  Schem e w hich 
w ould tak e  the  place o f th e  Y ou th  O p p o rtu n itie s  P rog ram m e and w ould prov ide a full y ea r’s 
tra in ing  fo r a n u m b er o f  young people .

A th ird  T ra in in g  D eve lo p m en t O fficer was rec ru ited  during  the year, prim arily  to give g rea te r  
im petus to tra in ing  in the  H ighlands area . T h e  H ighlands and Islands D evelopm en t B oard  
con tinued  to prov ide financial help  in develop ing  tra in ing  in the H ighlands and agreed  a new 
incentive schem e to  prov ide g ran t-a id  to tim b er harvesting  o p e ra to rs  in the area  undergo ing  
ap p ro p ria te  tra in ing .

T he C ouncil o p e ra te d  the  A d d itional A p p ren tice  S u p p o rt Schem e sponso red  by the  M anpow er 
Services C om m ission . U n d e r  th e  schem e, ce rta in  fo res try  em ployers w ere g ran t-a ided  to take  
new e n tra n t tra in ees  add itio n a l to  req u irem en ts  and  to  en su re  th e ir tra in ing  to an approved  
stan d ard  a t the  w orksite  and  a tten d an ce  on  certa in  courses over a period  o f  one  year. A  substan tial 
num ber o f  these tra in ees secured  p e rm an en t em ploym en t at the  end  of the  period .

T h e  M anpow er Services C om m ission  p ro v id ed  g ran t aid  on a m uch reduced  basis tow ards the 
cost o f runn ing  the  C ounc il’s G ro u p  T ra in ing  Schem e w hich con tinued  to m ove n ea re r  to  financial 
self-sufficiency.

T h e  F o re stry  T ra in in g  C ouncil m ade 19 aw ards during  the year to tra inees w ho w ished to 
com plete  ce rta in  C ity an d  G uilds o r  S C O T E C  courses bu t could not o b ta in  financial su p p o rt from  
their em ployers o r  local ed u ca tio n  au tho ritities .

T he F o restry  T ra in in g  C ouncil con tin u ed  to  w o rk  closely w ith the  F o restry  Safety C ouncil. T he 
C ouncil is p leased  to  reco rd  again the  willing co -o p era tio n  o f  m any people and organ isations, 
particu larly  th a t o f  the  M anpow er Services C om m ission , the  C olleges providing courses in 
fo restry , the  F o restry  C om m ission , the  p riva te  sec to r o f  fo restry  and the  assessors.

Signed for the  F o restry  T ra in in g  Council.

John  D . M atthew s 
Chairm an

J. M cR itchie 
Secretary to the C ouncil
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Appendix IV 
Forestry Safety Council 
Annual Report for the year ended 
31 March 1983

D uring  th e  year m eetings o f the  C ouncil w ere held  in E d inb u rg h  on 27 A pril and 28 S ep tem b er 
1982. T h e  Safety G u ides S ub-C om m ittee  also m et on  tw o occasions.

T he m eeting  in S ep tem b er co incided  w ith th e  A ssociation  o f  P rofessional F o resters fourth  
N ational Forest M achinery  D em o n s tra tio n  w hich w as staged at B eecraigs E sta te  in W est L oth ian  
on 29 and  30 S ep tem b er 1982. T he Council w ere rep re sen ted  at the D em o n stra tio n  with m em bers 
on hand to deal w ith en q u iries  re lating  to the Forest Industry  Safety G uides w hich w ere on 
display.

A t th e  en d  o f  the  year a n u m b er o f  new  gu ides w ere in various stages o f d rafting  while the 
p ro g ram m e of revision  o f  existing  guides w as p ro ceed in g  sm oothly . R eq u irem en ts  o f  the  H ealth  
and  Safety  (F irs t-A id ) R egu la tio n s 1981 w ere  reflec ted  in a reissue o f the  F irs t-A id  guide.

A  G u id an ce  N ote  co n cern ed  w ith chain  saws w as pub lished  by the  H ealth  and Safety E xecutive. 
T his is a m uch red u ced  version  of the  orig inal d ra ft docu m en t on  w hich the C ouncil p rov ided  
com m ent. T he p u rp o se  is to  give gu idance to  designers, m an u fac tu re rs , im porters and  suppliers 
to en ab le  th em  to  m ee t th e ir  ob liga tions u n d e r section  6 o f  the  H ea lth  and  Safety at W ork , etc 
A ct 1974.

T h e  C ouncil consid ered  th a t th e  B ritish  S tan d ard  re lating  to  safety foo tw ear should  be ex tended  
to  deal specifically w ith the  req u irem en ts  necessary  for boo ts w orn by chain saw o p e ra to rs . It 
is h o ped  th a t this can  be ach ieved  in 1984 w hen th e  S tan d ard  is due  to be revised.

L og-splitting  m achinery  seem ed  to the  C ouncil to be a source o f  som e d an g er to  o p e ra to rs . 
Basic safety  princip les need  to  be o b served  by m an u fac tu re rs  and  it is particu larly  im p o rtan t to 
en su re  th a t con tro ls are  located  in such a way th a t the o p e ra to r  is kep t well away from  the  log 
w hen the  sp litting  device is m oving.

In re la tio n  to  circu lar saw leg islation , the  aim  is to  establish  across the board  stan d ard s w henever 
these can reasonab ly  be ach ieved . A t p re sen t th e re  are varia tions in this respec t as betw een  the 
A g ricu ltu re  (C ircu lar Saw s) R egu la tions 1959 and the  W oodw ork ing  M achinery  R egula tions 
1974.
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Appendix V 
Felling Control Procedures

Announcement made by the Secretary of State for Scotland on 27 May 1982

T he R t H on  G eo rg e  Y ou n g er M P, S ecre ta ry  o f S tate  for S co tland , m ade the  follow ing 
an n ouncem en t on  27 M ay 1982 in a W ritten  A nsw er to  a P arliam en ta ry  Q uestion  ab o u t the 
changes to the felling con tro l system  p ro p o sed  in the  consu lta tive p ap er issued by the  F o restry  
Com m ission on 10 D ece m b e r 1980:

“A fte r  carefu l con sid era tio n  o f  the  com m ents received on those  p roposals , the  G o v ern m en t 
intend to  in tro d u ce  the  follow ing changes—

(i) T he th inn ing  o f  trees in w ood lands fo r silvicultural purposes will be exem pted  from  
felling licensing. L icences will co n tin u e  to be req u ired , how ever, for c lear felling, 
including selective felling. W e have asked  the  F o restry  C om m ission to  consult w ith the  
E n v iro n m en t D ep a rtm e n ts  and T im b er G row ers G rea t B rita in  w ith a view to ob ta in ing  
a m u tually  accep tab le  defin ition  o f the  term  ‘th inn ing ’ for the  purposes o f the  necessary  
am end ing  legislation .

(ii) A dm in istra tiv e  savings will be m ade by d ispensing w ith follow -up inspections w hen 
rep lan tin g  in acco rdance  with a cond ition  o f  a felling licence receives g ran t aid. In  such 
cases, the  cond ition  will be reg ard ed  as having been  fulfilled w hen the  first insta lm ent 
o f  g ran t has been  paid .

(iii) P rov ision  has been  m ade in the  C rim inal Justice Bill for an increase in the m axim um  
fine w hich m ay be im posed  u n d er th e  F o restry  A ct 1967 for failure to com ply w ith the 
conditions o f  a felling licence.

(iv) T h e  provisions o f th e  F o restry  A ct 1967 re lating  to felling d irections w hich have never 
been  used will be rep ea led .

(v) T h e  R egu la tions u n d e r the  T ow n an d  C oun try  P lanning A cts w hich requ ire  local 
au th o ritie s  to  p rov ide the  F o restry  C om m ission  w ith a copy o f all T ree  P reservation  
O rd e rs  will be am en d ed , to  en ab le  this req u irem en t to  be w aived by ag reem en t betw een  
th e  C om m ission  and a local au tho rity .

T he redu c tio n  in the  m on ito rin g  o f  licence cond itions will be in tro d u ced  im m ediately . T he 
o th er m odifications in p ro ced u res will be in tro d u ced  w hen the  necessary legislative changes have 
been m ade.

T he G o v ern m en t have decided  no t to pursue  the  th ree  rem aining p roposals relating  to  felling 
con tro ls w hich w ere  included  in the  C om m ission ’s consulta tive p aper. W e have decided  against 
recouping th e  costs o f felling licensing by charg ing  a fee. It has also been  decided no t to accept 
the p roposal th a t d e tach ed  w ood lands o f  less th an  0-25 h ectares should  be rem oved  from  felling 
licensing and  th a t a system  o f notification  to local au th o rities  shou ld  instead  be in tro d u ced  for 
fellings w ithin them . F inally , we have decided  no t to  rem ove the restric tion  on  the  sale o f the 
licence-free q u o ta  o f  tim b er w hich is a t p re sen t lim ited  by the F o restry  A cts 1967 and  1979 to 
5-5 cubic m etres  o u t o f  30 cubic m etres p er q u a r te r.

T he changes I have an n o u n ced , tak en  w ith the  changes to  the g ran t-a id  arran g em en ts  for 
private fo restry  co n ta in ed  in my sta te m e n t o f 28 July 1981, will m eet o u r m ain ob jec tive  o f 
m aking the  g ran t-a id  and felling con tro l p ro ced u res less com plex and  less costly to adm in ister. 
T he F o restry  C om m ission  will also now  be in a position  to pu t in hand a review  of the 
adm in istra tion  o f  the  co nsu lta tion  p roced u res re lating  to bo th  g ran ts and  felling licences, as 
envisaged in the  co nsu lta tive  p a p e r .”
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Appendix VI 
Review of the New Forest Mandate

Letter from the Rt Hon Peter W alker, M BE, MP, Minister of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Food

Sir D avid  M ontgom ery  B t, JP , D L  
C hairm an
F orestry  C om m ission 
231 C orsto rp h in e  R oad  
E D IN B U R G H  
E H 12 7A T

22 July  1982

R E V IE W  O F  T H E  N E W  F O R E S T  M A N D A T E

I have considered  the  ou tco m e o f  th e  rev iew  cond u c ted  by the  F o restry  C om m ission , the 
V erd ere rs  and  the  C onsu lta tive  P an e l o f  th e  p rinc ip les govern ing  the  C om m ission’s m anagem en t 
policies in the  N ew  F o re st w o od lands , as o u tlin ed  in the  so-called  M andate  issued by my 
p redecesso r on 3 M ay 1971. I am  p leased  to n o te  th a t the  F o restry  C om m ission , th e  V erd ere rs  
(w ith one  excep tion ) and  m ost o f  the  o rgan isa tions rep re sen ted  on the  P anel ag reed  th a t the 
M andate  has w orked  well an d  shou ld  co n tin u e  u nchanged  for a fu rth er period . I see no reason  
to d issent from  th is conclusion  and  I confirm  th a t the  follow ing p rincip les -  w ith m inor 
m odifications to  reflect the  fact th a t they  are  now  firmly es tab lished  and  to b ring  the  term ino logy  
up to date  -  shou ld  co n tin u e  to  apply:

1. T he N ew  F orest m ust be reg ard ed  as a n a tio n a l heritag e  and  prio rity  given to  the  conservation  
o f  its trad itio n a l charac te r.

2. In pursuance  o f this:
(a) the A ncien t and  O rn am en ta l W ood lands should , as h e re to fo re , be conserved  w ithou t 

regard  to tim ber p roduction  ob jec tiv es , felling being kep t to the m inim um  necessary  to 
p ro m o te  effective reg en era tio n  and  lim ited  to  single trees o r  clum ps o f  trees; considera tion  
m ay be given to the possibility  th a t o n e  o r m ore areas m ight, on  an experim en ta l basis 
and in co nsu lta tion  w ith the N atu re  C onservancy  C ouncil, be to tally  enclosed  and 
p ro tec ted  against all form s of hum an in te rfe ren ce ;

(b) in the T im b er Inclosures
(i) the  p resen t overall balance b etw een  b road leaves and con ifers will a t least be 

m ain ta ined ;
(ii) no b road leav es will be felled to m ake way for con ifers, excep t to  a lim ited  degree 

w here  soil co nd itions are  u n su itab le  for the  g row th o f broad leaves;
(iii) the b ro ad leav ed  areas shou ld  be m anaged  w ith an em phasis on am enity , i.e . on 

a ro ta tio n  o f at least 200 years w ith  felling lim ited to single trees o r  sm all g roups 
in areas not exceed ing  ab o u t one  acre ;

(iv) sub jec t to the  overrid ing  prov isions in sub -parag raphs (i) and (ii) above, which 
im ply som e flexibility in the  conversion  o f  con iferous areas (and  vice v ersa ), the 
p lan ting  o f con ifers shou ld  be lim ited  to areas which

(a) have a lready  been  felled o r  o therw ise  p rep a red  for this pu rpose; o r
(b ) are  a lready  p lan ted  w ith conifers.

T hese p rovisions will be th e  sub jec t o f  a n o th e r  co m prehensive  review  by th e  F o restry  C om m ission , 
the V erd ere rs  and  the  P anel n o t la te r  th an  the  en d  o f 1992. O n  the  C om m ission’s suggestion , 
I have decided  th a t this review  shou ld  tak e  accoun t o f  any views expressed  by the  N atu re  
C onservancy C ouncil and  th e  C o u n try sid e  C om m ission .
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T he p resen t full co n su lta tio n  b e tw een  th e  F o re stry  C om m ission , th e  V erd e re rs  and the  Panel 
on the annual p ro g ram m es o f w ork  in the  im p lem en ta tio n  o f these p rincip les shou ld  o f  course 
continue.

I am w riting in sim ilar te rm s to  Sir D ud ley  F o rw ood  and M r M aldw in D rum m ond  w ith copies 
to M r P atrick  M cN air-W ilson M P, Sir R a lp h  V ern ey  and  M r D erek  B arb er. I am  also enclosing 
an advance copy o f a P ress N o tice  th a t I have ag reed  shou ld  be issued by the  F o restry  C om m ission 
to publicise my decisions.
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Appendix VII 
New Publications

Reports
62nd A nnual R e p o rt and  A ccounts o f the F o restry  C om m ission 1981-82 (£8).
R eport on F orest R esearch  1982 (£5-70).

B ooklet
N o. 32 T hinn ing  C o n tro l in B ritish  W o o d lan d s , by R . T . B rad ley  (m etric  revision by G . 

J. H am ilto n  and  J. M . C hristie ) 2nd  im pression  (£1-50).

Bulletins
N o. 58 C on ifer L achnids, by C . I. C a rte r  an d  N. R . M aslen  (£3-50).
N o. 59 S eed M anual fo r O rn am en ta l T re e s  and  S hrubs, by A . G . G o rd o n  (£5)

Forest Records
N o. 110 C on ifer B a rk  -  Its p ro p e rtie s  and  U ses (rev ision), by J. R . A aro n  (£1-40).
N o. 123 R ep tiles  and  A m ph ib ian s in W oo d lan d s , by I. F . S pellerberg  (£1-40).
N o. 124 T h e  Fallow  D e e r , by N. G . and  D . I. C hapm an  (£1-35).

Leaflets
N o. 80 F o rest F ire  F ighting  w ith F o am , by M . J. R . Ingo ldby  and  R . O . Sm ith (£1 -35).
N o. 81 A id  T oo ls fo rT im b e r  H arvesting , by D . J. H ow ard  and  F. W . H ayes (£1-50).

Research and D evelopm ent Paper
N o. 130 N o tes on the  B ehav io u r o f R o e  D e e r (Capreolus capreotus L .) at C h ed ing ton , 

D o rse t, 1970-80 by A . L. Jo h n so n  (£3).

Occasional Paper
No. 13 B road leaves in B rita in  Sym posium : A d d resses, S upp lem en ta ry  P apers and D iscus

sions, ed ited  by A . J. G rayson  (£1 -50).

Guide
A G uide  to  W esto n b irt A rb o re tu m  (rev ised  1982), by J. E . J. W hite  (40p).

In add ition  the  follow ing free p am ph le ts w ere p roduced :
F orestry  C om m ission  C ata lo g u e  o f  P ublications 1983
F orestry  Facts and  F igures 1981-82
C on tro l o f T ree  Felling
T each e rs ' H and b o o k
W ayfaring  Leaflet
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Appendix VIII 
Statistical Tables
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Forestry Authority

DEDICATION SCHEM ES FOR PRIVATE ESTATES 
POSITION AT 31 MARCH 1983

Table 1 A rea  in hectares

E ngland W ales S cotland G re a t B ritain

N u m 
ber A rea

N u m 
b er A rea

N u m 
ber A rea

N um 
ber A rea

Basis I an d  I I  
D edications in existence 2,357 203,511 503 30,693 1,142 233,247 4,002 467,451

Basis I II
D edications in existence 365 19,068 92 6,073 478 72,114 935 97,255

D ed ications in p re p a ra 
tion 34 1,972 6 371 33 7,603 73 9,946

T ota l 399 21,040 98 6,444 511 79,717 1,008 107,201

N otes:
(i) A d ed ica tion  exists w hen the D eed  o f  C ov en an t o r A greem en t has been  com pleted .

(ii) D ed ica tions in p rep a ra tio n  include all app lica tions app roved  as su itab le  for ded ica tion .

THE APPROVED W OODLANDS SCHEME FOR PRIVATE ESTATES 
POSITION AT 31  MARCH 19 8 3

Table 2 A rea  in h ectares

E ng land W ales Scotland G re a t B rita in

N u m 
ber A rea

N u m 
b er A rea

N um 
b er A rea

N u m 
ber A rea

Plans o f O p era tio n s in 
existence a t the  beg in
ning o f  the  year 69 8,072 3 628 11 1,895 83 10,595

T erm inations du ring  the 
year 27 1,697 2 494 7 954 36 3,145

Plans rem aining 42 6,375 1 134 4 941 47 7,450

N ote: T he A p p ro v ed  W ood lands Schem e w as closed  to  new  applications in Ju n e  1972 b u t existing 
partic ipan ts w ere allow ed to  co n tin u e  in the  Schem e until th e ir  cu rre n t p lans o f  opera tio n s 
expired .
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VOLUME OF TIMBER LICENSED FOR FELLING AND THINNING
ON PRIVATE ESTATES IN THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 1983

Table5 V olum e in th o u sa n d so fc u b ic m e tre s

E ngland W ales S cotland
G rea t

B ritain

C onifer 133 18 86 237
B road leaved 182 12 19 213

T o ta l volum e 315 30 105 450

N um ber o f  licences issued 1,218 112 257 1,587

N ote: E xcludes felling and  th inn ing  covered  by an approved  p lan  o f opera tio n s u n d e r the 
D edication  and  F orestry  G ra n t Schem es, for w hich no licence is requ ired .

AREA LICENSED FOR CLEAR FELLING ON PRIVATE ESTATES 
IN THE YEAR EN D ED  31  MARCH 1983

Table 6 H ectares

E ngland W ales Scotland
G rea t

B ritain

C onditional licences 1,151 118 441 1,710
U ncond itional licences 147 4 152 303

T ota l 1,298 122 593 2,013

N ote: C o nd itional licences req u ire  the  restock ing  o f th e  land concerned .
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Forestry Enterprise
LAND USE

Table 7 AT 31  MARCH 19 8 3  H ectares

E ngland W ales S cotland
G rea t

B rita in

F orest L and
U n d er p lan ta tio n s 250,358 136,849 521,515 908,722
R e ta in ed  scrub 1,664 1,597 4,590 7,851
T o be p lan ted 5,264 1,933 38,898 46,095

T ota l 257,286 140,379 565,003 962,668

O th e r L and
A gricu ltu ral and  grazing 11,394 9,874 104,078 125,346
F orest w o rk e rs’ holdings 481 329 2,894 3,704
U np lan tab le  and  m iscellaneous (includes n u r 

sery  land) 30,524 7,117 121,565 159,206
T ota l 42,399 17,320 228,537 288,256

T ota l area 299,685 157,699 793,540 1,250,924

NET AREA OF LAND ACQUIRED/DISPOSED OF DURING
Table 8 t h e  y e a r  e n d e d  31 m a r c h  1983 H ectares

E ngland W ales Scotland
G rea t

B ritain

P lan ta tions acqu ired 5 _ 241 246
P lan ta tions d isposed  o f . . 1,793 444 3,253 5,490

P lanting  land acqu ired — 167 3,255 3,422
Plan ting  land d isposed  of 333 1 808 1,142

O th e r land acqu ired 13 3 748 764
O th e r  land d isposed  o f  . . 397 1,005 4,074 5,476

N et a rea  o f  land acq u ired /d isposed  of (2,505) (1,280) (3,891) (7,676)

Table 9 p l a n t i n g  i n  t h e  y e a r  e n d e d  31  m a r c h  1 98 3 H ectares

New
P lanting

R e 
stocking T ota l

E ngland
C onifer 406 1,849 2,255
B road leaved 23 178 201

T ota l 429 2,027 2,456

W ales
C onifer 425 1,471 1,896
B road leaved 11 11 22

T ota l 436 1,482 1,918

Scotland
C onifer 7,971 2,274 10,245
B road leaved 50 15 65

T ota l 8,021 2,289 10,310

G re a t B ritain
C onifer 8,802 5,594 14,396
B road leaved 84 204 288

T ota l 8,886 5,798 14,684
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A rea  in hectares;
Table 11 V olum e in thousands o f  cubic m etres

AREAS OF PLANTATIONS AND VOLUMES OF TIMBER T HINNED
AND FELLED IN THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 1983

Felled T h inned
T ota l 

V olum e 
Felled  and 
T h in n edA rea V olum e A rea V olum e

E ngland

Conservancy:
N orth-W est 542 151 1,193 55 206
N orth -E ast 852 198 1,317 51 249
E ast 600 152 3,600 138 290
New F orest and

S outh-E ast 196 46 2,384 89 135
S outh-W est and

D ean 388 114 2,024 97 211
T ota l 2,578 661 10,518 430 1,091

W ales

Conservancy:
N orth 653 159 2,496 137 296
South 889 224 1,815 92 316

T ota l 1,542 383 4,311 229 612

Scotland

Conservancy:
N orth 512 196 437 21 217
E ast 582 148 2,541 132 280
South 918 224 1,907 112 336
W est 730 203 863 38 241

T ota l 2,742 771 5,748 303 1,074

G rea t B ritain 6,862 1,815 20,577 962 2,777

SALES OF TIMBER IN THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 1983

Table 12 T hou san d  cubic m etres

D escrip tion E ngland W ales Scotland
G rea t

B rita in

T rees sold stand ing 331 279 345 955

C onverted*

R ound  tim ber and  saw logs 384 200 397 981
T eleg rap h  and  o th e r  se lec ted  poles 7 2 12 21
M ining tim ber 35 18 — 53
Posts and  stakes 21 15 3 39
Pulpw ood and  boardm ill m ateria l 173 63 243 479
F irew ood  . . . . 29 5 12 46
M iscellaneous 30 1 — 31
Poles sold in length  (o th e r  th an  se lected) 1 — — 1

T ota l 680 304 667 1,651

* In add ition  6,000 cubic m etres w ere co n v erted  and  used  in ternally  for forest and  e s ta te  purposes. 
(E ng land  2,000; W ales 2,000; S co tland  2,000).
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PROPERTIES M ANAGED BY THE COMMISSION 
AT 31 MARCH 198 3

Table 13 N um ber

T ype o f P ro p e rty E ngland W ales Scotland
G rea t

B rita in

F orest p ro p erties

F o re s te rs’ houses 173 90 248 511
F orest w o rk e rs’ houses 510 114 562 1,186
F orest w o rk e rs’ holdings 40 26 91 157
M iscellaneous* 1,312 489 898 2,699

T ota l 2,035 719 1,799 4,553

O th e r p ro p e rtie s !

Farm s and  o th e r  agricu ltu ra l sub jec ts 497 411 558 1,466
R esiden tia l and  o th e r  lettings 1,161 670 1,109 2,940

T ota l 1,658 1,081 1,667 4,406

* M iscellaneous covers h oste ls , b o th ies, offices, rep a ir  w orkshops and  o th e r  buildings not 
norm ally  let. 

t  In add ition  th e re  are  2 ,212 spo rting  lettings.

PUBLIC RECREATIONAL FACILITIES 
AT 31 MARCH 19 8 3

Table 14 N um ber

E ngland W ales S cotland
G re a t

Britain

C am ping and  caravan  sites* 21 1 9 31
Picnic places 362 111 134 607
F orest w alks and  fo rest n a tu re  trails 285 134 239 658
V isitor cen tres 11 6 9 26
A rb o re ta  . . . . 8 7 5 20
F orest drives 5 1 2 8
F orest cabins and  holiday  houses 108 4 84 196

* In add ition  to these cam psites, the  C om m ission  prov ides the  follow ing:—
(i) five sites leased  to the  C arav an  C lub and tw o sites to  the  C am ping  C lub of G rea t B ritain  

and  N o rth e rn  Ire lan d ;
(ii) 41 sites se t aside fo r you th  cam ping;

(iii) facilities for caravan  rallies.
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LAND U SE, PLANTING A ND TIMBER PRODUCTION BY FORESTS— ENGLAND

Table 15

L and use a t 31 M arch  1983 
(h ectares) D uring  Y ear 1982-83

N o r t h -W est

E n g l a n d

C onserv a n c y
T ota l
A rea

of
F orest

U n d er
P lan ta 

tions

P lan ting
(h ectares) P ro 

duction  
(000 

cu. m .)
R e ta in e d

Scrub
T o be 

p lan ted
O th e r
land

N ew
Planting

R e 
stocking

A rd e n , H e re fo rd  and 
W o rceste r, W est 
M id lands, W arw ick 
and  Leics 920 897 5 18 10 3 1

B lengda le , C um bria 2,361 1,845 36 172 308 — 8 9
B ow land , Lancs. 1,821 1,703 — — 118 — 2 4
C an n o ck , Staffs. 3,613 3,482 — 58 73 2 26 18
D alto n , C um bria  and  

Lancs. 1,654 1,381 5 _ 268 _ _ 2
D elam ere , C hesh ire 985 916 1 — 41 ------- 6 6
E n n e rd a le , C um bria 3,643 1,589 25 47 1,982 5 5 9
G rey sto k e , C um bria 1,270 1,161 3 — 106 — 11 8
G rized a le , C um bria 3,527 3,070 — — 457 — 28 17
K ersh o p e , C um b ria  . . 5 ,700 5,306 — 56 338 — 30 44
L au n d e , D erb y , N otts 

and  Leics 891 864 20 7 _ _
M atlock , D erb y  and 

C hesh ire 2,966 1,935 24 503 504 3 8 _
M o rtim er, S h ropsh ire , 

H ere fo rd  and 
W orceste r 4,793 4,592 23 21 157 67 36

S herw ood , N o tts 6,370 5,983 — 54 333 — 68 34
Shropsh ire  H ills, 

Shropsh ire 2,138 1,919 _ 111 108 7 _ 6
S p ad ead am , C um bria  

and
N o rth u m b erlan d  . . 7,610 5,925 22 672 991 135 1

T h o rn th w a ite ,
C um bria 2,649 2,127 18 15 489 — 41 12

T otal 52,884 44,695 157 1,734 6,298 162 303 207

N ote: Inglew ood has been  ad d ed  to  S padeadam .
S w ynnerton  has been  ad d ed  to  S h ropsh ire  H ills.
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Table 15— continued

L and  use at 31 M arch  1983 
(h ectares) D uring  Y ear 1982-83

N "".t h - E ast

E n g l a n d

C o nservancy
T ota l
A rea

of
F orest

U n d er
P lan ta 

tions

P lanting
(h ectares) P ro 

duction  
(000 

cu. m .)
R e ta in e d

S crub
T o be 

p lan ted
O th e r
land

N ew
P lanting

R e 
stocking

C hopw ell, D u rh am , 
T yne and  W ear 874 795 2 77 5 2

C leveland, N orth  
Y orks and 
C leveland 3,288 3,068 77 27 116 11 10 2

C rop ton , N o rth  Y orks 4,630 3,875 70 118 567 16 50 17
D alby, N o rth  Y orks 3,064 2,767 — 11 286 — 48 25
D ales, N o rth  and  W est 

Y orks and D urham 2,130 1,973 5 105 47 1
D on, S o u th , W est and 

N orth  Y orks 2,819 1,855 36 718 210 23 11 3
F alstone, 

N o rth u m b erlan d  . . 15,018 13,266 47 1,705 138 41
H am bleton , N orth  

Y orks 4,339 3,773 22 107 437 3 19 13
H am sterley , D u rh am 4,357 3,388 — 727 242 — 39 19
H arw ood , 

N o rth u m b erlan d  . . 4,525 4,103 38 384 79 15
K idland, 

N o rth u m b erlan d  . . 3,545 2,758 43 744 53 1
K ielder. 

N o rth u m b erlan d  . . 16,291 10,211 6 6,074 22 32
R edesdale , 

N o rth u m b erlan d  . . 5,615 5,009 606 41 12
Slaley, N o rth u m b e r

land and  D u rh am 1,190 1,094 6 49 41 13 5
T h ru n to n , 

N o rth u m b erlan d  . . 3,721 3,390 39 20 272 100 26 12
W ark, 

N o rth u m b erlan d  . . 13,755 11,690 464 1,601 43 22
W ykeham , N orth  

Y orks 7,925 6,310 61 118 1,436 13 45 19
W ynyard, C leve land 575 563 11 1 — 6 —

Y ork, N orth  Y orks and 
H um berside 2,293 2,164 11 36 82 10 6 9

T otal  ................................. 99,954 82,052 329 2,645 14,928 229 601 250
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Table 15— continued

L an d  use a t 31 M arch  1983 
(hec ta res) D uring  Y ear 1982-83

N e w  F o rest  a n d  
S o u t h -E ast  E n g l a n d  
C onserv a n c y

T ota l
A rea

of
F orest

U n d er
P lan ta 

tions

P lan ting
(h ectares) P ro 

duction  
(000  

cu. m .)
R e ta in e d

S crub
T o be 

p lan ted
O th e r
land

New
Plan ting

R e 
stocking

A lice H o lt, H am p 
sh ire , W est Sussex 
and  Surrey 3,141 3,011 33 3 94 12 8

B e d gebury , K ent and  
E ast Sussex 3,951 3,626 325 6 12

B ram shill, H am psh ire  
and  B erks 2,343 2,195 22 12 114 20 10

C hallock , K ent 3,521 3,463 21 — 37 — 12 8
M icheldever, B erks 

and  H am psh ire 2,412 2,317 35 2 58 12
N ew  F o rest, H am p 

shire 26,965 11,731 135 15,099 31 40
Q u een  E lizab e th  F o r

es t, W est Sussex and 
H am p sh ire 7,632 7,169 159 28 276 11 17

R ingw ood, D orse t 2,941 2,602 32 — 307 — 60 19
St L eon ard s , E ast 

Sussex and  W est 
Sussex 1,746 1,554 8 184 4 3

W ight, Isle o f  W ight 1,843 1,696 20 — 127 — 14 6

T otal 56,495 39,364 465 45 16,621 — 170 135

N ote: A ru n d e l has b een  ad d ed  to  Q u een  E lizab e th .
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Table 15— continued

So u t h -W est 
E n g l a n d  a n d  
D ean

C onservancy

L and use at 31 M arch  1983 
(h ectares) D uring  Y ear 1982-83

T o ta l
A rea

of
F orest

U n d er
P la n ta 

tions

P lanting
(h ectares) P ro 

duction  
(000 

cu. m .)
R e ta in e d

Scrub
T o be 

p lan ted
O th e r
land

New
P lanting

R e 
stocking

D artm o o r, D evon 2,384 2,123 — — 261 _ 12 19
D ean F o rest, G lo u ces

ter, H erefo rd  and 
W orceste r and 
G w ent 10,693 9,574 147 972 93 55

E ggesford, D evon 1,157 1,135 1 1 20 10 4
E xeter, D evon 2,686 2,432 33 147 74 1 43 15
H erefo rd , G lo u ceste r 

and H ere fo rd  and 
W orceste r 1,948 1,863 77 8 1 6

K ernow , C ornw all 3,491 3,286 41 48 116 — 47 19
M cndip, A v o n , S o m er

set and W ilts 1,410 1,358 12 1 39 14 7
N eroche, Som erse t and 

D evon 2,056 1,818 29 209 4 3
Pow erstock, D o rse t . . 1,121 1,038 2 9 72 — — 2
Savernake, W iltsh ire , 

H am pshire  and 
B erks 5,031 4,784 84 41 122 24 12

T orridge, D evon 3,670 3,447 — 40 183 — 87 32
W areham , D o rse t 4,828 4,177 100 24 527 — 36 17
W estonbirt,

G loucester 242 199 _ 43 _ _ _
West Somerset, Somer

set and Devon 2,721 2,488 15 16 202 _ 57 14
W yre, S alop , H e re 

ford and  W orceste r 1,835 1,787 — — 48 --- 7 6

T otal  ................................. 45,273 41,310 487 580 2,896 1 435 211

Note: W est S om erse t is a new ly-form ed  forest com prising  the  fo rm er B ren d o n  and  Q u an to ck  F orests.
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Table 15— continued

L and  use a t 31 M arch  1983 
(h ec ta res) D uring  Y ear 1982-83

E a st  E n g l a n d  
C onserv a n c y T ota l

A rea
of

F orest

U n d er
P lan ta 

tions

P lan ting
(h ectares) P ro 

duction  
(000 

cu. m .)
R e ta in e d

Scrub
T o be 

p lan ted
O th e r
land

New
Plan ting

R e 
stocking

A ld ew o o d , Suffolk . . 3,521 3,328 6 31 156 _ 48 37
A m p th ill, B eds 1,368 1,192 82 45 49 — — 1
B ard n ey , Lines 2,815 2,702 17 4 92 — 3 7
C hilterns, B ucks, 

O xon , B eds and 
H erts 2,935 2,824 14 60 37 10 6

H aze lb o ro u g h , N or- 
than ts  and  B ucks . . 1,365 1,346 7 2 10 22 5

K esteven , Lines 2,062 1,975 — 12 75 — — 3
L aven h am , Suffolk . . 811 807 — — 4 — 4 2
N orth  L indsey , Lines 2,061 1,991 — 2 68 — 34 11
R ock ingham , N or- 

than ts  and  C am bs 2,685 2,561 14 3 107 5 17 7
T h e tfo rd , N orfo lk  and  

Suffolk 21,156 20,043 43 95 975 29 357 195
W alden , E ssex , C am bs 

and H erts 691 658 27 6 1 1
W ensom , N orfo lk 2,103 2,038 1 — 64 — 17 11
W ym ersley , B eds, 

N o rth an ts  and 
Bucks 1,506 1,472 15 _ 19 3 5 3

T o ta l  ................................. 45,079 42,937 226 260 1,656 37 518 289
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LAND U SE, PLANTING AND TIMBER PRODUCTION BY FORESTS— WALES

Table 16

L and use a t 31 M arch  1983 
(hec ta res) D uring  Y ear 1982-83

N orth  W a les  
C o n servancy T ota l

A rea
o f

Forest

U n d er
P lan ta 

tions

P lanting
(h ectares) P ro 

duction  
(000  

cu. m .)
R e ta in e d

Scrub
T o  be 

p lan ted
O th e r
land

New
P lanting

R e
stocking

A eron , D yfed 2,219 2,174 9 _ 36 _ 3 3
B eddgelert, G w ynedd 5,624 4,627 41 18 938 — 62 14
C eiriog, Clwyd 1,775 1,719 1 7 48 — — 6
C eri, Powys 1,773 1,759 3 — 11 — — 11
C locaenog, Clwyd 8,310 7,683 7 21 599 8 99 46
C oed S arn au , Powys 
C oed-y-B renin ,

3,060 2,970 29 39 22 — 9 8

G w ynedd 
C ynw yd, G w ynedd  and

9,278 6,598 72 127 2,481 7 80 32

Clwyd 
Dyfi, G w ynedd  and

785 723 ------ 14 48 ------ 10 4

Powys 7,369 6,582 24 120 643 64 94 40
D yfnant, Powys 
G w ydyr, G w ynedd  and

3,191 2,633 — — 558 10 1 16

Clwyd 8,114 5,966 53 31 2,064 17 77 39
H afren , Powys 
M athrafal, Pow ys and

4,642 4,508 — 1 133 — 14 17

Clwyd 1,575 1,490 5 4 76 — — 3
Penllyn, G w ynedd 4,331 3,933 — 155 243 76 1 5
R adnor, Powys 2,464 2,406 — 5 53 — 4 15
R heidol, D yfed 
Y stw yth, D yfed and

5,423 4,306 34 237 846 23 3 15

Powys 7,070 5,824 20 221 1,005 50 31 22

T otal  ................................. 77,003 65,901 298 1,000 9,804 255 488 296

Note: C lw yd has been  add ed  to  C locaenog.
N ew borough  has been  ad d ed  to  B eddgelert.
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Table 16— continued

So uth  W a les  
C onserv a n c y

L and  use at 31 M arch  1983 
(hec ta res) D uring  Y ea r 1982-83

T o ta l
A rea

of
F orest

U n d er
P lan ta 

tions
R e ta in e d

Scrub
T o be 

p lan ted
O th e r
land

P lanting
(h ectares) P ro 

duction  
(000 

cu. m .)
New

Planting
R e 

stocking

B rechfa , D yfed 6,689 6,156 88 71 374 __ 77 57
B rychein iog , Powys . . 1,602 1,495 — 1 106 — 42 12
C a eo , D yfed 3,022 2,884 72 2 64 — 63 18
C oed  A b ertaw e , W est

G lam 868 808 32 — 28 — 13 5
C o ed  D eu fo r, D yfed 3,955 3,167 70 8 710 — 12 5
C o ed  P rese li, D yfed 2,137 1,844 201 — 92 — 1 3
C oed -y -R h aiad r,

Powys 2,454 1,935 194 2 323 7 59 1
C oed  T af, Powys and

Mid G lam 2,569 2,148 21 1 399 — 24 5
C rychan , Powys and

D yfed 3,660 3,537 54 — 69 — 94 28
C ry n an t, W est G lam 3,167 2,475 53 224 415 17 82 9
C ym er. W est and  Mid

G lam 5,227 4,660 30 108 429 — 87 9
E bbw , G w ent 5,157 4,582 34 179 362 2 61 23
G lasfynydd , Pow ys and

D yfed 1,484 1,464 1 1 18 1 15 23
Irfo n , Powys and

D yfed 2,679 2,319 8 62 290 — 2 6
M argam , W est and  Mid

G lam 4,687 4,176 173 4 334 1 115 23
M ynydd D u , Powys

and G w ent 1,468 1,312 — — 156 — 15 11
R h e o la , W est and Mid

G lam 5,204 4,295 87 — 822 — 69 22
R h o n d d a , M id G lam 4,472 3,460 — 152 860 112 23 —

St G w ynno , Mid
G lam 3,905 3,361 — 100 444 9 24 9

T air O n e n , M id and
South  G lam 1,364 1,150 73 15 126 — 49 6

T a ly b o n t, Powys 1,581 1,506 15 — 60 — 23 9
T in te rn , G w ent 3,874 3,782 29 2 61 — 37 21
Tyw i, Powys and

D yfed 8,424 7,452 10 1 961 32 6 3
W entw ood , G w en t . . 1,047 980 54 — 13 — 1 7

T otal 80,696 70,948 1,299 933 7,516 181 994 315
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LAND U SE , PLANTING AND TIMBER PRODUCTION BY FORESTS SCOTLAND

Table 17

N orth  Sc o t l a n d  
C onservancy

L and use a t 31 M arch  1983 
(hec ta res) D uring  Y ear 1982-83

T ota l
A rea

o f
F orest

U nder
P lan ta 

tions
R e ta in e d

Scrub
T o be 

p lan ted
O th e r
land

Planting
(hectares) P ro 

duction  
(000 

cu. m .)
New

P lanting
R e

stocking

A chnashellach ,
H ighland 7,691 5,032 29 200 2,430 56 8 14

A ffric, H ighland 26,884 7,393 — 100 19,391 140 — 1
A rdross, H igh land 10,772 7,907 88 1,808 969 221 — 4
Black Isle, H igh land 5,601 5,141 29 — 431 3 10 14
C lunes, H igh land 6,819 4,445 34 187 2,153 22 29 26
C ulloden, H igh land  . . 8,475 6,261 2 786 1,426 159 8 11
D ornoch . H igh land  . . 4,014 1,675 3 1,803 533 19 9 2
Farigaig, H igh land 4,376 3,319 100 30 927 — 12 3
Fiunary. H igh land 6.683 5,022 46 90 1,525 83 46 9
G lengarry , H igh land 17,245 6,486 10 411 10,338 113 38 17
G len u rq u h a rt,

H ighland 10,454 5,103 107 430 4,814 30 19 19
Inchnacardoch ,

H ighland 10,213 6,044 81 856 3,232 47 44 23
L eanachan , H igh land 29,601 9,043 190 43 20,325 62 62 15
Mull, S tra thclyde 15.758 9,970 249 1,473 4,066 284 16 9
N aver, H ighland 13,934 7,728 53 1,905 4,248 280 — —

Q u een ’s F o rest,
H ighland 7,941 6,031 10 — 1,900 17 — 1

R atagan , H igh land  . . 4,973 2,709 — 33 2,231 — 65 20
R um ster, H igh land  . . ■ 9,277 4,705 — 3,601 971 402 1 —
Shin, H igh land 34,347 16,938 35 5,301 12,073 497 2 3
Skye, H igh land  and

W estern  Isles 21,491 9,018 90 1,109 11,274 406 12 5
S unart, H igh land 13,017 6,871 226 363 5,557 141 45 15
T orrach ilty , H igh land 16,642 8,699 6 91 7,846 27 9 6

T otal 286,208 145,540 1,388 20,620 118,660 3,009 435 217

Note: Insh riach  has been  ad ded  to Q u e e n ’s.
S tra thm ash ie  has been  ad d ed  partly  to L eanachan  and  partly  to Q u e e n ’s. 
S outh  S trom e has been  ad ded  to A chnashellach .
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Table 17— continued

E ast  Sco t l a n d  
C onserv a n c y

L and use a t 31 M arch  1983 
(hec ta res) D uring  Y ear 1982-83

T ota l
A rea

of
F orest

U nder
P lan ta 

tions
R e ta in e d

Scrub
T o be 

p lan ted
O th e r
land

Planting
(h ectares) P ro 

duction  
(000 

cu. m .)
New

P lanting
R e 

stocking

A lltcailleach ,
G ram p ian 1,806 1,670 — 10 126 — 2 1

A ngus, T ayside 10,371 8,499 13 474 1,435 64 12 19
B an ch o ry , G ram p ian 5,524 5,361 4 34 125 17 12 23
B enn ach ie , G ram p ian 7,085 5,796 2 114 1,173 109 16 18
C raigellach ie ,

G ram p ian 11,032 9,311 22 991 708 135 48 11
D ru m m o n d  H ill,

T ayside 4,062 2,785 37 633 607 50 39 8
D u n k e ld , T ayside 3,832 3,391 54 150 237 187 — 13
E d en , Fife and

C en tra l 3,552 3,330 47 16 159 — 40 27
F o re st o f D e e r,

G ram p ian 2,876 2,674 21 33 148 26 13 18
H un tly , G ram p ian 10,136 8,959 — 258 919 111 43 44
K irkh ill, G ram p ian  . . 1,199 1,166 5 2 26 — 5 6
Laigh of M oray , G ra m 

pian  and  H igh land 6,875 6,468 38 — 369 3 24 35
M earns, G ram p ian  . . 7,532 6,599 17 — 916 — 35 28
O chil, F ife , T ayside

and C en tra l 4,481 4,107 27 — 347 — 28 9
R an n o ch , T ayside 14,129 8,201 59 931 4,938 267 — 1
S peym outh ,

G ram p ian 10,593 10,038 3 78 474 96 35 18
T o rn ash ean ,

G ram p ian 4,434 3,596 — 169 669 76 — —

T u m m el, T ayside 8,292 5,671 109 270 2,242 1 — 1

T otal 117,811 97,572 458 4,163 15,618 1,142 352 280
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Table 17 -  continued

L and  use a t 31 M arch  1983 
(hec ta res) D uring  Y ear 1982-83

South  Sco t l a n d  
C onserv a n c y T ota l

A rea
of

F orest

U n d er
P lan ta 

tions

P lanting
(hectares) P ro 

duction  
(000 

cu. m .)
R e ta in e d

Scrub
T o be 

p lan ted
O th e r
land

New
Plan ting

R e 
stocking

A e, D um fries and 
G allow ay 6,996 6,531 338 127 129 48 25

A recleoch ,
S tra thclyde 4,799 3,548 _ 1,071 180 167 21

B areag le , D um fries 
and G allow ay 4,933 4,622 170 42 99 1

B ennan , D um fries and 
G allow ay 6,850 6,349 _ _ 501 _ 38 22

C arrick , D um fries and 
G allow ay and 
S tra thclyde 17,504 8,733 3 1,347 7,421 103 24 22

Castle O ’e r, D um fries 
and G allow ay  and 
B orders 5,505 5,273 6 226 66 35

C latteringshaw s, D u m 
fries and G allow ay 12,699 8,860 _ 191 3,648 20 7 6

C lydesdale, S tra th 
clyde and  L oth ian 5,275 4,755 4 112 404 22 50 1

C raik, B orders 6,010 5,295 — 259 456 35 — 4
D alm acallan , D u m 

fries and G allow ay 4,294 3,499 _ 202 593 49 7 4
D undeugh , D um fries 

and G allow ay 3,698 3,218 _ 12 468 1 53 21
Fleet, D um fries and 

G allow ay 8,152 6,714 _ 756 682 50 11 15
G len tress, B orders and 

Loth ian 9,710 8,757 76 877 23 120 41
G len tro o l, D um fries 

and G allow ay 24,645 14,429 2 636 9,578 156 _ 19
K irrough tree , D u m 

fries and G allow ay 6,857 4,300 228 2,329 29 50 25
Kyle, S tra thclyde 6,405 5,589 — 481 335 95 5 —
L am m erm uir, B orders 2,475 2,380 — 8 87 — 15 10
M offat, D um fries and 

G allow ay and 
B orders 12,188 10,404 124 1,660 80 14 7

N ew castle ton , D u m 
fries and G allow ay 
and B orders 3,845 3,759 13 73 95 24

P enn ingham e, D u m 
fries and  G allow ay 6,939 6,644 _ 103 192 51 14 3

Solway, D um fries and 
G allow ay 7,920 6,758 3 511 648 _ 31 30

U pper N ith sda le , 
D um fries and 
G allow ay 3,448 3,162 130 156 11

W auchope , B orders 9,422 8,304 8 51 1,059 68 32 21
Bush N ursery , 

Lo th ian 24 — — — 24 — — —

T otal 180,593 141,883 190 6,697 31,823 1,089 701 336
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Table 17— continued

W est  Sco t l a n d  
C o n serv a n c y

L and  use a t 31 M arch  1983 
(hec ta res) D uring  Y ear 1982-83

T o ta l
A rea

of
F orest

U n d er
P lan ta 

tions
R e ta in e d

S crub
T o be 

p lan ted
O th e r
land

P lan ting
(h ectares) P ro 

duction  
(000 

cu. m .)
New

Planting
R e 

stocking

A chaglachgach ,
S tra thclyde 10,206 5,789 175 1,644 2,598 392 5 6

A chray , C en tra l 5,468 3,873 106 24 1,465 31 — 10
A rd g arta n ,

S tra thclyde 12,859 5,250 212 17 7,380 20 65 29
A rra n , S tra thc lyde 11,197 7,136 — 587 3,474 340 — —
B arcald ine ,

S tra thclyde 7,734 4,481 215 261 2,777 15 33 14
B e n m o re , S tra thc lyde 10,384 5,964 129 142 4,149 15 60 25
B uch an an , S tra thc lyde

and  C en tra l 6,396 3,474 186 — 2,736 — 76 1
C a rrad a le , S tra thclyde 6,390 4,177 41 635 1,537 243 24 1
C arro n  V alley , S tra th 

clyde and  C en tra l 4,540 4,240 — 72 228 3 65 9
E red in e , S tra thclyde 6,941 5,098 32 249 1,562 49 — 9
F earn o ch , S tra thc lyde 6,010 5,096 149 191 574 115 — 3
G are lo ch h ead ,

S tra thclyde 2,647 1,829 65 87 666 4 — —
G len a ray , S tra thclyde 7,449 4,675 150 739 1,885 256 — —
G len b ran te r ,

S tra thclyde 7,426 4,548 85 262 2,531 56 72 20
G len co e , S tra thc lyde

and H ighland 7,759 4,662 51 67 2,979 28 31 11
G len d aru e l,

S tra thc lyde 9,389 6,182 321 676 2,210 240 — 5
G lenorchy , S tra thclyde

and  C en tra l 14,609 7,616 63 55 6,875 68 — —
Inverliever,

S tra thclyde 13,182 8,874 36 196 4,076 74 43 14
K ilm ichael,

S tra thclyde 10,791 8,458 125 50 2,158 60 110 24
K nap d a le , S tra thclyde 7,212 5,341 173 87 1,611 81 71 26
Loch A rd , C en tra l 10,778 7,767 193 228 2,590 87 100 18
S outh  K in tyre,

S tra thclyde 11,855 10,034 47 107 1,667 55 22 —
S tra th y re , C en tra l and

T ayside 9,376 5,985 — 584 2,807 187 24 16
W hite lee , S tra thclyde 8,328 5,971 — 458 1,899 362 — —
C hapelhall D ep o t,

S tra thclyde 2 — — — 2 — — —

T otal 208,928 136,520 2,554 7,418 62,436 2,781 801 241
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Appendix IX

Map showing the situation of the Commission 
Forests and the boundaries of the Conservancies 
at 31 March 1983
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Appendix X

Map showing the Forestry Commission’s proposed Forest District 
structure at 1 April 1984

75



76



No
rth

 
W

es
t 

E
ng

la
nd

.

77

C
R

O
W

N
 

C
O

P
Y

R
IG

H
T

 
R

E
S

E
R

V
E

D
 

© 
1

9
8

4





Appendix XI 

Financial Tables

1. Forestry Fund Receipts and Payments

2. Expenditure on Forestry Authority Services
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Table 1

in the year en ded  31 M arch 1983
Previous

Receipts Year
£ thousand  £  thousand

STATEM ENT OF FORESTRY FOND RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS

G ran t-in -A id 56,900 57,195
Sales o f tim ber 44,058 39,533
D isposal o f land , buildings and  p lan ta tio n s 

— by exchanges 356 163
— cash received  payab le  to the  C on so lid a ted  Fund 13,826 6,849

M iscellaneous 12,904 11,271

128,044 115,011
B alance b ro u g h t fo rw ard  at 1 A pril 1982 . . 2,816 1,866

130,860 116,877

P aym ents 
Salaries, w ages and  re la ted  expenses 55,715 53,672
P ensions and g ra tu ities  to  re tired  staff 9,801 9,343
M ateria ls , co n trac t services and  genera l expenses 31,986 30,328
A cquisition  o f  lan d , buildings and  p lan ta tio n s and  construction  of 

buildings 3,142 3,286
P lan t, m achinery  and  eq u ip m en t 5,581 7,373
G ran ts  to priva te  w ood land  ow ners (£4 ,585,277), universities, in stitu tions, 

etc. 4,700 4,048
R em ittances o f V A T  to  C ustom s and  Excise 2,090 1,635
P aym ents to  the  C on so lid a ted  Fund 

— cash received  from  sales o f  lan d , build ings an d  p lan ta tio n s, including 
£2,473,554 balance  b ro u g h t forw ard  from  1981-82 . . 12,474 4,376

— w orking  balance b ro u g h t forw ard  from  1981-82 342 —

125,831 114,061
B alance carried  forw ard  a t 31 M arch  1983 to  be su rren d e red  to the  

C onso lida ted  F und  du ring  1983-84 5,029 2,816

130,860 116,877

N o tes on  T a b l e  i 

General
1. E x p en d itu re  incu rred  by the F o restry  C om m issioners in the exercise o f  th e ir  pow ers in the 
p erfo rm ance o f  the ir  du ties  is financed from  th e  F orestry  F und  w hich was co n stitu ted  u n d er 
Section 8 o f  the F o restry  A ct 1919. A ll sum s received  by the  C om m issioners in 1982-83 w ere 
paid in to  this Fund.

2. R eceip ts and  paym en ts are  show n inclusive o f  V A T  w here  applicable .

Granl-in-Aid
3. T h e  G ran t-in -A id . which also form s the  ag reed  cash lim it, is d e te rm in ed  for each year on 
the basis o f Supply E stim ates p re p a re d  in advance  se tting  o u t the  expected  receip ts and  paym ents 
calcu la ted  a t e s tim ated  o u ttu rn  p rices. P u rsuan t to Section  42(4) o f  the F o restry  A ct 1967 capital 
sum s received  from  sales o f land , e tc  shall be paid  in to  the  F o restry  F und  a lthough  they do  not 
affect the calcu lation  o f the  G ran t-in -A id . H ow ever such receip ts are  su rren d e red  from  the 
Forestry  F und  to  the  C onso lid a ted  F un d  as d irec ted  by M inisters u n d er Section  41(4a) to g e th er 
w ith the rem ain ing  w ork ing  balance  held  at the  en d  of each financial year.

Receipts
4. T he G ran t-in -A id  o f  the  F o restry  F un d  vo ted  by P arliam en t for 1982-83 was £61,441,000 
of w hich £56,900,000 was d raw n in to  the  F o re stry  F und . T he uncalled  balance o f £4,541,000, 
m ainly due to  an excess o f receip ts ov er es tim ate  and  u nder-spends against es tim ated  paym ents ,
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will be  su rren d e red  to th e  C onso lida ted  Fund  from  the  V ote  account. Significant item s co n tribu ting  
to the  n e t u n d e rsp en d  are  ind ica ted  in the  follow ing parag raphs.

5. R eceip ts from  the  sale o f  tim ber exceeded  th e  1981-82 level by £4,525,000 due to a g rea te r 
p ro p o rtio n  o f  the  to ta l volum e h arvested  by d irect labour being sawlog size a ttrac tin g  a h igher 
average price p e r  cubic m etre  th an  sm all ro undw ood . In add ition , prices o b ta in ed  for sales o f 
s tand ing  tim b er increased  considerab ly . A s a consequence  tim ber receip ts increased  by som e 
£1,902,000 m ore th an  orig inally  estim ated .

6. M iscellaneous receip ts rose by £1,633,000 due  to  increased  activity on agency w ork  for 
outside p arties (£282,000), increased  receip ts from  sales o f venison and p lan ts (£98,000), increased  
ren ts from  es ta te  p ro p e rtie s , w ayleaves, e tc. (£289,000), increased  usage and h igher charges for 
cam psites, forest cab ins and  o th e r  rec rea tio n a l facilities (£411,000) and increased  receip ts from  
fire dam age claim s, jo in t m an ag em en t schem es, in te rest paym ents , sales o f scrap , e tc. (£660,000). 
T h e re  w ere o ffse tting  reductions in receip ts from  sales o f p lan t and  m achinery  (£79,000), and 
pension  co n trib u tio n s from  few er sta ff (£28,000).

Payments
7. P aym ents o f  sa laries , w ages and  re la ted  expenses rose by 3-8 p er cen t due to increased  rates 
o f  pay  and  allow ances, offset by a reduction  in s ta ff  num bers.

8. P aym en ts o f  pensions and  g ra tu ities  to re tired  sta ff incresed  by £458,000 due to the aw ard  
o f h igher su p e ran n u a tio n  benefits and  an increase  in the num ber o f pensioners.

9. Paym ents for m ate ria ls , co n trac t services and  genera l expenses increased  by £1,658,000 over 
the p rev ious year m ainly due  to  con tinu ing  price inflation.

10. E x p en d itu re  on land acquisition  and  build ing  construction  fell by £144,000 m ainly because 
o f few er acqu isitions and  a slight reduction  in build ing  construction  activity. T he to tal a rea  of 
land acqu ired  was 3,668 h ec ta res o f w hich 3,422 h ectares was bare  p lan tab le  land and 246 
h ectares was land u n d e r  p lan ta tions. T h e  av erage  cost p e r  h ectare  was £431. In 1981-82 the to tal 
land acqu ired  w as 4,467 h ec ta res (all b a re  p lan tab le ) at an average cost o f £398.

11. E x p en d itu re  on p lan t, m achinery  and  eq u ip m en t fell by £1,792,000 because o f  changed 
m ethods o f tim b er w ork ing  by the F o restry  C om m ission , g re a te r  em phasis on the use o f 
co n trac to rs  and  n o n -rep lacem en t o f  som e light vehicles as a result o f a R ay n er study.

12. P aym ents o f g ran ts to p riva te  w oodland  o w ners, e tc  rose by £652,000 as a result o f the 
in tro d u c tio n  o f the  F o re stry  G ra n t Schem e w ith h igher paym ents to p riva te  w oodland  ow ners 
follow ing com pletion  o f  plan ting .

13. R em ittan ces o f V A T  to  C ustom s and Excise rose by £455,000, m ainly due to a h igher level 
o f o u tp u t tax from  increased  tim ber receip ts.

Balance carried forward at 31 March 1983
14. T h e  b alance , am oun ting  to  £5,029,301, ca rried  forw ard  at 31 M arch 1983, will be paid into 
the C onso lid a ted  F un d  in 1983-84 in acco rdance  w ith the  M inisterial d irection  given u nder 
Section  41 (4 a ) . It com prises £3,826,241 re lating  to the  un rem itted  balance o f  disposal proceeds 
received in 1982-83 and  £1,203,060 in respec t o f  the  w ork ing  balance rem aining a t 31 M arch 
1983.
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Table 2
EXPENDITURE ON FORESTRY AUTHORITY SERVICES

in the year ended  31 M arch 1983

£ thousand

Previous  
Year  

£  thousand
Services lo private woodland owners Tor grants and advisory services

F orestry  G ran t Schem e 1,875 38
Basis I 26 35
Basis II: P lan ting  G ran ts 232 285

M anagem en t G ran ts 1,212 1,194
Basis III: Basic G ran ts 682 1,564

B ro ad leaved  S upp lem en t 76 76
M anagem en t G ran ts 315 305
N ative P inew ood  P lan ting  and  M an ag em en t G ran ts 14 10

A pp ro v ed  W ood lands P lan ting  G ran ts — 5
Small W oods P lan ting  G ran ts 79 358
O th e r  G ran ts 4 2
M iscellaneus (includ ing  L ab o u r oncost) 148 80
A d m in istra tive  expenses 1,771* 1,561

6,434 5,513
Less: M iscellaneous incom e 14 28

6,420 5,485

Special Services
Licensing of Felling 372* 338
In fo rm atio n , Show s and P ublications net cost (including £788,000*

adm in istrative expenses) 740 740
G en era l adm in istra tion  (E E C , fiscal and  regu la to ry  du ties and including

£1,299,000* adm in istra tive  expenses) 1,386 1,139

2,498 2,217

Research and Development
Silviculture . . 2,054 2,013
A rb o re ta 310 286
G enetics 530 466
Physiology 192 177
Seed R esearch 87 64
Site S tud ies . . 313 294
W ildlife 224 221
P athology 356 351
E n tom ology 364 355
W ork S tudy 711 711
Field Survey 1,595 1,779
W ood U tilisation 197 —
Statistics 12 12
C om m unications 75 67

T ota l (includes £288,000* ad m in istra tive  expenses) 7,020 6,796
Less: A llocation  to F orestry  E n te rp rise  (P la n ta tio n s account) 3,859 3,058

3,161 3,738

N et to tal ex p end itu re 12,079 11,440
N otional sick and  in ju ry  benefit and m ate rn ity  pay — 4

12,079 11,444
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Previous
Year

£ thousand  £ thousand  £  thousand
C hange in assets 

Increase  -  C u rren t 
Increase  -  Fixed

157
18 ( 10)

41

N et increase 175 31

A m o u n t o f  G ran t-in -A id  a p p ro p ria ted  for th e  F orestry  
A u th o rity 12,254 11,475

'N o te  19 o f  F o restry  E n te rp rise  A ccoun ts page 105, £4-5 million

N o tes o n  T a b i.e 2

1. T h e  F o restry  A u th o rity  share  o f the G ran t-in -A id  am o u n ted  to £12,254,000 com pared  to 
£11,475,000 last year.

Services to  P riva te  W ood land  O w ners
2. N et ex p en d itu re  rose in th e  year by £935,000 to £6,420,000 due m ainly to  the in troduc tion  
o f  the  F o restry  G ra n t Schem e u n d er w hich g ran ts for p lan ting  are  significantly h igher than  those 
u n d er the  D ed ica tio n  and  Sm all W oods S chem es w hich are  now  closed to  new  en tran ts.

Special Services
3. N et ex p en d itu re  rose by £281,000 (13 p er cen t) due to rises in staff costs and a h igher input 
o f tim e on  general adm in istra tive  w ork.

R esearch  and D evelopm en t
4. A  n u m b er o f changes have been  m ade in th e  p re sen ta tio n  o f R esearch  and D evelopm en t 
ne t ex p en d itu re . P ro tec tio n  has been  subd iv ided  b etw een  W ildlife, P athology and E ntom ology . 
T h e  cost o f services p rov ided  by S tatistics, C om m unications and  the E ngineering  w orkshops, 
to g e th er w ith com m issioned  research  (G ran ts) has been  allocated  to user branches. P revious 
y ea r’s ex p en d itu re  has been  sim ilarly  ad ju s ted . N et ex p en d itu re  on W ood U tilisation  has also 
been  se p ara te ly  identified  in 1982-83 follow ing its c rea tion  as a new branch.

5. T he to ta l cost o f  R esearch  and D ev e lo p m en t activ ities, w hich includes technical services to 
m an ag em en t, was £7,020,000, being £224,000 h igher than  the p revious year. In real te rm s this 
sum  is eq u ivalen t to a d ecrease  o f 3 p er cen t which has arisen  p rincipally  from  the reduced  
e x p en d itu re  by Field Surveys B ranch  in the  com pletion  o f  census field w ork.

6. D uring  the qu in q u en n iu m  1982/83-1986/87 55 p e r  cent (against 45 p er cent in the p revious 
q u in q u en n iu m ) of the net cost o f R esearch  and  D evelopm en t will be charged  to the Forestry  
E n te rp rise  and  show n in the P lan ta tio n s accoun t u n d er F orest costs. T h is allocation  am oun ts to 
£3,859,000 in 1982-83, reducing  the cost chargeab le  to the F orestry  A u th o rity  to £3,161,000.
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FOREW ORD

1. C o n s t it u t io n a l  S tatus

(a) T he  F orestry  C om m ission  w as es tab lished  in 1919. U n d er legislation now  conso lida ted , 
m ainly in the  F o restry  A ct 1967, it is charged  w ith the genera l du ties o f  p ro m o tin g  the 
in terests o f fo restry , the es tab lishm en t an d  m ain tenance  o f ad eq u a te  reserves o f grow ing 
trees, the  p roduction  and supply  o f  tim ber an d  the d ev elopm en t o f the  recrea tional po ten tia l 
o f the  fo rests it m anages.

(b ) T he C om m ission has the legal sta tu s o f and  functions as a G o v ern m en t D ep artm en t. It 
rep o rts  d irectly  to  F o restry  M in isters, nam ely  the  M in ister o f A gricu ltu re , F isheries and 
F ood , the S ecre tary  o f  S ta te  for Sco tland  and  the Secretary  o f S tate  for W ales, to w hom  it 
is responsib le  for advice on fo restry  policy and  for the im p lem en ta tion  o f  th a t policy. It is, 
how ever, d ifferen t from  the usual D ep a rtm e n ts  o f  S tate  in th a t the re  is a sta tu to rily -ap p o in ted  
C ha irm an  and B oard  o f C om m issioners w ith p rescribed  du ties and  pow ers.

2. F u n c t io n s  a n d  O bjectives

T h e  C om m ission fulfils tw o d istinct roles:

(a) A s the F o restry  A u th o rity  it acts as adv iser on G ov ern m en t fo restry  policy and  u n d ertak es 
functions such as re sea rch , technical adv ice, p lan t health  and  adm in istra tion  o f G ran t-in -A id  
for the p rivate  secto r.

(b ) A s the  F o restry  E n te rp rise  it acts as a trad in g  body prim arily  responsib le  for the  m anagem en t 
o f  its ow n forests bu t w ith o th e r  functions such as the p ro tec tio n  and  en h an cem en t o f  the 
env iro n m en t and  the p rovision  o f  rec rea tio n a l facilities.

3. A cc o u n t s

E ach year the C om m ission  p rep ares tw o se ts o f  accounts derived  from  a com m on d a ta  base:

(a) T h e  A p p ro p ria tio n  A cco u n t, w hich , in acco rdance  w ith the  A p p ro p ria tio n  A cts and  E x ch eq u er 
and A ud it D e p a rtm e n t A cts , se ts ou t the  cash  receip ts and  paym ents re lating  to  the funds 
vo ted  by P arliam en t for the  F o restry  C om m ission  as a w hole.

(b) T h e  B alance S heet and  A ccounts for the  F o re stry  E n te rp rise  a lone  in a fo rm at app ro v ed  by 
the T reasu ry  and  published  in the F o restry  C om m ission  A nnual R ep o rt.

4. T h e  B a l a n c e  S h e e t  a n d  A c c o u n t s  o f  t h e  F o restry  E n ter pr ise

General

(a) T he  key fac to r in accoun ting  fo r fo restry  is the  p rob lem  of de term in in g  sa tisfactory  
perfo rm ance ind ica to rs for a crop  w hose typical ro ta tio n  cycle can span 50 years for conifers 
and m ore  th an  100 years for b road leaves . T rad itio n a l m easu res o f profitability  can  be 
es tab lished  only  w hen the  F o restry  E n te rp rise  has a cycle o f  p roduction  which is self- 
pe rp e tu a tin g  (i.e . “susta ined  y ield” ). A t th a t stage revenue w ould be sufficient to re-establish  
the  a rea  h a rv ested , m ain ta in  the  rem a in d e r o f the w oodland  and  prov ide a re tu rn  on funds 
invested . T h e  E n te rp rise  is no t likely to achieve susta ined  yield until the  tu rn  o f  the  cen tury  
because o f  the  relative im m atu rity  o f  its p lan ta tions.

(b ) Since 1972 a form  o f account has been  in use based on five-yearly periods (qu in q u en n ia ) w ith 
the principal aim s of:

(i) e stab lish ing , at the  s ta rt o f each  new  q u in q u en n iu m , an asset valuation  capab le  o f 
earn ing  a ra te  o f re tu rn  equ iv a len t to  th e  m axim um  th a t could  be ea rn ed  in N o rth ern  
E u ro p e  on  sites close to  m arkets;

(ii) m easuring  m an agem en t p erfo rm ance against th a t ta rget ra te  o f re tu rn ;

(iii) in troduc ing  subsid ies to  cover new  investm en t and  o th e r  ex p en d itu res no t able  to achieve 
the  ta rg e t ra te  o f re tu rn ;

(iv) m easuring  the d ifference  b etw een  the  ta rg e t rate  o f re tu rn  and th a t se t for public secto r 
trad ing  bodies;

This fo rm at is likely to be con tin u ed  until the  p lan ta tio n s have a tta in ed  g rea te r  m atu rity  and 
becom e self-supporting .
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M ethodology
T he follow ing m easu res have been  ad o p ted  in the  A ccounts.

(a) Target rale o f  return
T he C om m ission  was se t a ta rget ra te  o f re tu rn  o f 3 p er cent in real te rm s on its forest esta te  
assets and  any new  investm ent th e re o n , an d  the public secto r borrow ing  ra te , cu rren tly  5 
p er cen t, on its com m ercial recrea tio n  assets and its su rp lus assets (i.e . those assets not 
req u ired  for forest e s ta te  p u rposes w hich a re  in ten d ed  for disposal as and w hen practicab le).

(b ) Investm ent evaluation
A ssets em ployed  in the  F o restry  E n te rp rise  are  revalued  in the ir  en tire ty  a t the s ta rt o f each 
q u in q u en n iu m . P lan ta tio n s, the  m ain asse t, a re  valued  on the  basis o f estim ated  fu tu re  costs 
and  incom es at cu rre n t prices (re fe rre d  to h e re a f te r  as “sta n d a rd s” ) d iscounted  a t the target 
ra te  o f re tu rn . A t the sam e tim e the  liab ility  for fu tu re  su p e ran n u a tio n  benefits is revalued  
by the  G o v ern m en t A ctu ary . F rom  this in form ation  the cap ita l, which rep re sen ts  the 
E x ch eq u e r 's  in vestm en t in the F o restry  E n te rp r ise , is reconstructed  and provides a revised 
B alance  S heet to  op en  the  q u in q u en n iu m . T h e  assets and liabilities are  u pdated  in subsequen t 
accoun ts by e ith e r  a genera l price index o r  p rofessionally  dete rm in ed  “ in h o u se” indices.

(c) Subsidies
Subsid ies are  es tab lished  to  record:

(i) P lan ting  and  restock ing  subsidy -  the e x ten t to which new  investm ent in bo th  p lanting  
and  restock ing  is estim ated  to  be incapab le  o f  earn ing  the target ra te  o f re tu rn .

(ii) F o rest rec rea tio n  and  am enity  subsidy  -  the  net cost o f the  provision o f recrea tional 
facilities fo r w hich com m ercial ob jec tives canno t be set.

T hese  subsid ies are  a llocated  o u t o f  the G ran t-in -A id  in o rd e r  to m ain tain  the valuation  o f 
assets and  liabilities a t such level as will service the  target ra te  o f re tu rn .

T h e  d ifference b etw een  the ta rg e t ra te  o f re tu rn  and  th a t set for public sec to r trad ing  bodies 
is identified  as the  “ F orestry  subsidy” and is a m easu re  o f  the  o p p o rtu n ity  cost o f new  investm ent 
in fo restry . It is reco rd ed  by w ay o f  a no te  to the  accounts.

(d ) M easurem ent o f  perform ance  
F o rest E sta te
E ach  qu in q u en n iu m  stands alone and  p erfo rm ance bo th  w ithin the q u inquenn ium  and for 
the  rem a in d e r o f the  ro ta tio n  can only be m easu red  against the stan d ard  costs and  incom es 
built in to  the  open ing  valuations. T h a t m easu rem en t is ach ieved in tw o stages, nam ely:

(i) by ev aluation  w ithin the  qu in q u en n iu m  of the  variances betw een  actual ex p en d itu re  and 
incom e in the  p lan ta tio n s account w ith the  s ta n d ard  cash flows (suitably ad ju s ted  w here 
ap p ro p ria te  fo r p rog ram m e a lte ra tio n s and  for inflation) built in to  the  p lan ta tions 
valuation  a t the  sta rt o f the  qu inq u en n iu m ;

(ii) by assessm ent a t the  en d  o f  the q u in q u en n iu n  o f the  fu tu re variances tha t will arise 
during  the  rem a in d e r o f the  ro ta tio n  from  m anagem en t decisions tak en  during  the 
q u in q u en n iu m  ab o u t fu tu re  w ork  and o u tp u ts . T hese  fu tu re  variances are evaluated  by 
com parison  o f  the  B alance Sheet s ta n d a rd  valuation  w ith the revised p lan ta tions 
valuation  for the  next q u inquenn ium  excluding  the  changes to fu tu re  cost and  price 
assum ptions included th ere in ;

T h e  am algam ation  o f  bo th  sets o f  variances (w ith in  and  beyond  the qu inquenn ium ) provides the 
basis for d e te rm in a tio n  o f  the  ra tes  o f  re tu rn  actually  achievable on the investm ent valuation  set 
at the  beg inn ing  o f  the qu inq u en n iu m .

Format of Accounts
A fo rm at for the  F o restry  E n te rp rise  accounts has been  ad o p ted  to com ply with the foregoing 
concep ts a n d , as far as is p rac ticab le , w ith the  accounting  and disclosure req u irem en ts o f the 
C om pan ies A cts 1948-1981. T hese  accounts com prise:

(a) B alance S heet;

(b ) P lan ta tio n s accoun t w hich show s bo th  the cum ulative and in-year variances betw een the 
actual costs and incom es and  the  s ta n d ard  cash  flows built in to  the p lan ta tions valuation  thus 
indicating  p e rfo rm an ce  against the  assessm ents m ade at the sta rt o f the qu inquennium ;

(c) T rad ing  accoun t w hich show s bo th  the cum ulative and  in-year surpluses o r  deficits achieved 
against the target ra te  o f re tu rn  for o th e r  com m ercial activities;
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(d) N o tes to the  accoun ts w hich prov ide fu rth e r  analyses o f  am oun ts in the  B alance S heet, 
P lan ta tions and T rad in g  accoun ts and  de ta iled  exp lanations for the opera tin g  results disclosed 
in the accounts;

(e) for the final year o f  the  qu in q u en n iu m  only , special no tes w hich prov ide deta ils of

(i) the  revaluation  o f assests and liab ilities w hich prov ide the sta rting  poin t for the next 
q u in q u en n iu m ;

(ii) the reassessm en t o f p lan ting  and  restock ing  subsidies for the  next q u inquenn ium  resu lting  
from  the changed  assum ptions ab o u t w ork , o u tp u ts , costs and prices;

(iii) the  m easu rem en t o f  pe rfo rm an ce  on the forest e s ta te  by sum m ating  the  cum ulative 
variances in the  qu in q u en n iu m  and  the fu tu re  p lan ta tio n  variances arising  from  a lte red  
w ork and o u tp u t p ercep tio n s and  using this in form ation  to  assess an achievable ra te  of 
re tu rn  ov er the  w hole qu in q u en n iu m  for com parison  w ith the target o f  3 p er cent;

(iv) m easu rem en t o f  pe rfo rm an ce  on the T rad in g  account over the  w hole qu inquenn ium .
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FORESTRY COM M ISSION

F O R E S T R Y  E N T E R P R IS E  

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31 MARCH 1983
(Restated)

Previous
Year

N otes £ million £ million £  M illion
F i x e d  A s s e t s

P lan ta tions 1,091-6 967-5
O th e r T ang ib le  A ssets 2 101-8 103-2

1,193-4 1,070-7

C u r r e n t  A s s e t s

Stocks 3 8-1 9-7
D eb to rs 4 9 9 10-0
Cash at banks and  in hand 5 6-3 4-5

24-3 24-2

C r e d i t o r s  -  am o u n ts  falling due  w ithin one year 6 9 8 8-6

N e t  C u r r e n t  A s s e t s 14 5 15-6

T o t a l  A s s e t s  L e s s  C u r r e n t  L i a b i l i t i e s 1,207-9 1,086-3

Financed  by:—

P r o v i s i o n  f o r  S u p e r a n n u a t i o n 7 171-8 156-0

C a p i t a l  a n d  R e s e r v e s

C apital 8 977 9 930-3
R evalu a tio n  R eserve 10 53-5 —

P lan ta tio n s A ccoun t V ariance 4 4 —

T rad in g  A ccount . . 0-3 —
1,036 1

1,207-9 1,086-3

T he no tes on pages 95 to  107 form  p art o f these A ccounts.

G. D. H olm es  
A ccounting  O fficer 

26 Jan u ary  1984

I certify  th a t I have exam ined  the foregoing B alance S heet, the P lan ta tions A ccoun t, T rad ing  
A ccount and  the suppo rtin g  in fo rm ation  set o u t in the  S ta tem en t o f Source and A pplica tion  of 
Funds and  the N otes.

In my opin ion  the above-m en tio n ed  B alance S heet, P lan ta tions A ccoun t, T rad ing  A ccoun t, 
S ta tem en t o f  Source and  A p p lica tion  o f  F unds and N o tes give a true and fair view , und er the 
princip les em b o d ied  in the  accounting  policies described  in N ote 1, o f the sta te  o f affairs o f  the 
F o restry  E n te rp rise  at 31 M arch  1983 and  o f  its resu lts for the  year en ded  on th a t d a le , and 
com ply with the p rovisions o f the F o restry  A ct 1967 and the  d irections m ade th ereu n d er.

23rd F eb ru ary  1984 G ordon D ow ney
N ational A u d it Office C om ptro ller & A u d ito r  G enera l

For Report of Comptroller and Auditor General, see page 108.
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FORESTRY COM M ISSION

F O R E S T R Y  E N T E R P R IS E  

PLANTATIONS ACCOUNT  

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 1983

N otes
A t 1 A pril 1982:

913,417 h ec ta res (as re s ta te d ) 1(c) 
R evalu a tio n  surp lus . .  10

B alance b rough t fo rw ard  re 
valued

Incom e
Profit on  sale o f  p ro p e rtie s  and 

p lan ta tio n s 13

E x p en d itu re  
F orest costs
A dm in istra tive  expenses

15

N otional in te rest charge 12

F orest rec rea tio n  and  am enity  
subsidy 9

P lan ting  and restock ing  
subsidy . . 9

£ million £ million £ million

Establish Harvesting Forest
ment and and Recreation

M aintenance M arketing and Amenity

(1 0 ) (38-4) (0 6)

(0-8) — —

(1-8) (38-4) (0 6)

31 4 23-9 2-8
11-9 9 8 1-5

43-3 33-7 4 3

31 5 0-9 0-1

(3-8)

A t 31 M arch 1983:
916,573 h ectares 1(c)

F avourab le  variance  from  stan d ard  
carried  forw ard

T he no tes on pages 95 to  107 form  p a rt o f  these A ccounts .

£ million

967-5
57-9

1,025-4

(40-8)

81 3 

32-5

(3-8)

(7-4)

1,087-2

1,091-6

4-4

92



FORESTRY COM M ISSION

F O R E S T R Y  E N T E R P R IS E  

TRA D IN G  A CC O U N T 

FO R  T H E  Y EAR EN D ED  31 M A R C H  1983

Previous
Year

N otes £ million £ million £  m illion
Incom e 5-3 5-0
Profit on sale o f  p ro p e rtie s 13 1 4 (0-2)

6-7 4-8
E x p en d itu re

O p era tin g  costs 3 6 3-5
A dm in istra tive  expenses 1-5 1-3

15 5 1 4-8

1 6 _
N otional in terest charge for use o f ancillary assets 12 0 1 0-1

O p era tin g  surplus 1 5 (0-1)
N otional in te rest charge 12 1 2 1-5

Surplus for year carried  forw ard 14 0 3 (1-6)

T he no tes on  pages 95 to 107 form  p a rt o f  these A ccounts.
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FORESTRY COM M ISSION

F O R E S T R Y  E N T E R P R IS E  

STA T E M E N T  O F  SO U R C E  AND A PPL IC A T IO N  O F  FUNDS 

F O R  T H E  Y EA R EN D ED  31 M A R C H  1983

£ million £ million
S o u r c e  o f  F u n d s

P roceeds from  d isposals o f  p ro p e rtie s  and  p lan ta tio n s 14-6
P roceeds from  d isposals o f  p lan t and  m ach inery  0-8
E m ployees su p e ran n u a tio n  co n trib u tio n s 1 1
G ran t-in -a id  44-6

61 I
Less: S u p e ran n u a tio n  paym en ts 9-7

51 4

A p p l i c a t i o n  o f  F u n d s  
T rad in g  accoun t su rp lus befo re  no tional in te re s t (1-6)
N et ex p en d itu re  on p lan ta tio n s 43-4

Less: ad ju s tm en ts  for item s not involving th e  m ovem ent o f 
funds 

D eprecia tion
E xcess p roceeds ov er book  value on  d isposals of 

p ro p e rtie s  and p lan ta tio n s 
N o tional em p lo y er’s co n trib u tio n s to  su p e ran n u a tio n

13 0

A b so rb ed  by activ ities . .  28-8
P urchases o f o th e r  tangible fixed assets 8-4
S u rren d ab le  to  C onso lida ted  F und  . .  15 0

52-2

W o r k i n g  C a p i t a l  D e c r e a s e / ( I n c r e a s e )  0-8

C o m p o n en ts  o f decrease /fin crease) in w ork ing  capital 
Stocks . .  1-3
D eb to rs  (0 1 )
C red ito rs  1-2

2 6
M ovem ent in ne t liquid funds:

Increase  in cash a t bank  and  in hand  (1-8)

0 8

T h e  no tes on pages 95 to  107 form  part o f  these A ccounts.

41-8

6 8

(4-1) 
10 3

Previous 
year  

£  m illion

8-5
0-6
1-2

45-7

56-0
9-0

47-0

(0-2)
42-4

42-2

7-4

( 1-8 )
7-7

13-3

28-9
9-0
7-2

45-1

(1-9)

( 0 - 1)

(1-5)
1-6

(1-9)

(1-9)
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FORESTRY COM M ISSION

F O R E S T R Y  E N T E R P R IS E  

N O TES T O  T H E  ACC O U N TS 

AS A T 31 M A R C H  1983

1. A c c o u n t in g  P o l ic ie s

(a) A ccoun ting  conven tion
T h e  accounts are  p rep a red  u n d er the cu rre n t cost conven tion  m odified as described  in N otes 
1(c) and  (d ).

W ithou t lim iting the  in fo rm ation  g iven, the  accoun ts m eet the  req u irem en ts o f the C om panies 
A cts 1948 to 1981 and  o f the  S ta tem en ts  o f S tan d ard  A ccounting  P ractice issued by m em ber 
bod ies o f  the  C onsu lta tive  C o m m ittee  o f  A ccoun tancy  B odies so far as these req u irem en ts 
are  a p p ro p ria te . D e p a r tu re s  from  the S tan d ard  on C u rren t C ost A ccounting  (N o 16) are 
ob ta in ed  in N o tes 1(c) and  (d).

(b ) P eriod  o f  account
T he F orestry  E n te rp rise  review s the p erfo rm ance o f  its activities based on a five-year period  
o f account (a “q u in q u en n iu m ” ). A nnual accoun ts are p rep ared  to m on ito r progress in that 
period  w ith the e s tim ated  en h an cem en t o f those  assets being  reflected in various categories 
o f reserves. A t the  com m encem en t o f each q u inquenn ium  a full p rofessional revaluation  of 
the assets is p erfo rm ed  and  the  cap ital and accum ulated  reserves are am algam ated  to form  
the new  cap ital base for th a t five-year p erio d . T h is year is the first year o f the cu rren t 
qu inquenn ium .

(c) V aluation  o f p lan ta tio n s and  o th e r  tang ib le  fixed assets
T he accoun ts a t the beg inn ing  of the  qu in q u en n iu m  are p rep ared  in accordance w ith the 
provisions o f  S ta tem en t o f  S tan d ard  A ccoun ting  P ractice No 16. P lan ta tions are  valued on 
an ex p ecta tion  basis by d iscoun ting  e s tim a te  fu tu re  incom es and expend itu res in term s of 
cu rre n t prices (“S ta n d a rd ” incom es and ex p en d itu res) and using the targ e t ra te  o f re tu rn  o f 
3 p e r  cen t. L and  and  build ings are  valued  w here possible on an open  m arket basis by 
professionally  qualified sta ff em ployed  by the  F orestry  C om m ission.

D uring  the  q u in q u en n iu m  the  valuations o f  p lan ta tio n s and associated  o th e r  tangible fixed 
assets a re  u p d a ted  annually  using a genera l price index, since no industry  index is availab le. 
T h e  com m ercial rec rea tio n  and  surp lus es ta te  tang ib le  fixed assets are  up d a ted  by professionally  
d e te rm in ed  ‘in h o u se ' indices.

T he accounting  reco rds o f the F o restry  E n te rp rise  are m ain ta ined  on a cu rren t cost basis. 
In the  op in ion  of the  C om m issioners it w ould  be an unnecessarily  costly exercise to recover 
historical cost in fo rm ation  and  th e re fo re , co n tra ry  to the  S tandard  and the  C om panies Act 
1981, no such su p p lem en ta ry  s ta te m e n t has been  provided.

(d) O th e r  cu rre n t cost ad ju s tm en ts
A  gearing  ad ju s tm en t ind icates the benefit o r  cost arising from  the  financing of part o f net 
o p era tin g  assets by ex te rn a l borrow ings. Since the  F orestry  E n te rp rise  has no such borrow ings, 
no gearing  ad ju s tm en t is req u ired . In ad d itio n , no ad ju stm en t has been  m ade to reflect the 
im pact o f  price changes on the  financing o f  m onetary  w orking  capital since it is considered  
to be  im m ateria l.

(e) D eprecia tion
D ep rec ia tio n  is p rov ided  on  all o th e r  tang ib le  fixed assets o th e r  than  freeho ld  and leasehold 
land and  surp lus e s ta te  build ings, a t ra tes  ca lcu la ted  to w rite off the valuation  less estim ated  
residual va lues, o f each  asset evenly  over its expected  useful life as follows:

F re eh o ld  build ings —  ov er 20 to 80 years 
L easeho ld  build ings —  ov er the lease term  
P lan t and m achinery  —  ov er 3 to 16 years 
Office eq u ip m en t — ov er 4 to 20 years
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N otes to  the A ccoun ts (con tinued)
( / )  G o v ern m en t funding

G ran t-in -A id  a ttr ib u tab le  to  the F o restry  E n te rp rise  is accoun ted  for as received  and  allocated  
as follows:

P lan ta tio n s accoun t —  p lan ting  and  restock ing  subsidy being  the  ex ten t to  w hich new  
investm ent in p lan ting  and restock ing  is estim ated  to fall sho rt o f the 
target ra te  o f re tu rn .

—  forest recrea tio n  and  am enity  subsidy being  the net cost o f the 
p rovision  o f  rec rea tio n a l facilities for which com m ercial ob jectives 
can n o t be set.

C ap ita l —  the  balance o f the  G ran t-in -A id  being the  funding of all the  o th e r
activ ities o f  the F o restry  E n te rp rise .

(g) S tocks
T im b er, p lan ts and  livestock are  s ta te d  at n e t realisable  value , w hich is based  on estim ated  
selling price less fu rth e r  costs expected  to  be incu rred  to com pletion  o r  disposal.

C onsum ab le  m ateria ls, supp lies and seed  a re  s ta te d  a t cu rren t rep lacem en t cost.

(It) R esearch  and  d evelopm en t
R esearch  and  d ev e lo p m en t ex p en d itu re  o f the  F o restry  C om m ission as a w hole is allocated  
45 p er cen t to  the  F o restry  A u th o rity  and  55 p er cen t to the F o restry  E n te rp rise . T he 
F orestry  E n te rp rise  charges its sh a re  o f  th e  ex p en d itu re  to the P lan ta tio n s accoun t as 
incurred .

(/) N otional in terest charges
N otional in te rest is charged  to  the  P lan ta tio n s account and the T rad ing  account based  on 
the  average  net assets em ployed  during  the year. F o restry  assets b ea r  in terest a t 3 p e r  cent 
and o th e r  assets 5 p er cen t.

A s p a rt o f the  fo restry  assets are  d eem ed  to rep re sen t the investm ents o f the  su p e ran n u a tio n  
schem e, the  p rovision  is c red ited  w ith p a rt o f the  notional in terest charge. T h e  am oun t so 
a llocated  is calcu la ted  as 3 p er cen t o f the  average  liability o f the schem e for the year.

( j)  S u p e ran n u a tio n  schem e
Follow ing usual public service p rac tice , su p e ran n u a tio n  benefits a re  m et ou t o f G ran l-in -A id  
on  a P ay -A s-Y ou-G o  basis. H o w ev er, to give a fair p resen ta tio n  o f the liabilities o f the 
F o restry  E n te rp rise  a t 31 M arch , a prov ision  for fu tu re  benefits is m ade based upon an 
ac tuaria l va lu a tio n . T he valuation  is carried  o u t by the  G overnm en t A ctu ary  at the beginning 
o f each q u in q u en n iu m . D uring  the  q u in q u en n iu m  the provision  is increased  by (i) notional 
em p lo y er 's  co n trib u tio n s based  on funding ra te s  se t by the  G o v ern m en t A ctuary ; (ii) notional 
in te rest charges as no ted  above; (iii) a revaluation  ad ju s tm en t based  on the  genera l price 
index used to u p d a te  the  underly ing  assets, an d  (iv) co n tribu tions received from  em ployees.

B enefits paid  in the  year are  charged  against the  provision .

2. O t h er  T a n g ib l e  F ix e d  A ssets

Land and Plant and Office
Buildings Machinery Equipment Total
£ million £ million £ million £ million

V aluation:
A t 1 A pril 1982 (as re s ta ted ) 82-2 51-6 1 9 135-7
A dditions 2-9 5 4 0 1 8-4
D isposals and  transfers . . (7-3) ( 71 ) — (14-4)
Surplus on revaluation 3-2 1 6 — 4 8

A t 31 M arch 1983 81 0 51-5 2 0 134-5
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N otes to  the A ccoun ts (continued)
Land and Plant and Office
Buildings Machinery Equipment Total
£ million £ million £ million £ million

D eprecia tion :
A t 1 A pril 1982 (as re s ta ted ) 31 6 0-9 32-5
Provided  during  year 1 1 5 6 0-1 6 8
D isposals and transfers (6-3) — (6-3)
Surplus on revaluation ( 11 ) 0 8 — (0-3)

A t 31 M arch  1983 — 31-7 1 0 32-7

N et book  value
A t 31 M arch 1983 8 1 0 19 8 1-0 101-8
A t 31 M arch 1982 (as re s ta ted ) 82-2 20-0 1-0 103-2

(b ) A nalysis o f  L and  and  Buildings
Previous

Year
£ million £  million

Forest e s ta te  57-7 56-7
Surplus e s ta te  . .  18-9 21-2
C om m ercial rec rea tio n  4-4 4-3

81 0 82-2

(c) L and u n d er p lan ta tio n s is tre a te d  as p art o f th e  P lan ta tio n s valuation .

(d) L and affo res ted  in the  year is tran sfe rred  to th e  P lan ta tio n s account.

(e) F reeh o ld  and  leaseho ld  lan d , and  surp lus e s ta te  buildings w hich are  no t d ep rec ia ted , am ount 
to £41-4 m illion (a t 31 M arch 1982 -  £44 0 m illion).

( / )  T h e  bases o f  va luation  o f  o th e r  tang ib le  fixed assets are  given in N ote  1(c).

3. Stocks

(Restated)
Previous

Year
£ million £  m illion

T im ber 5 1 5-3
Plants and  seed 1-1 1-3
C onsum able m ateria ls and supplies 1 9 3-1

8 1 9-7

4. D e b t o r s

T rad e  d eb to rs 8-4 8-7
O th er d eb to rs 1-5 1-3

9 9 1 0 0

O th e r d eb to rs  include am oun ts falling due a f te r  m ore th an  one year 
o f £0-8 m illion (£0-7 m illion at 31 M arch  1982).
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N otes to the A ccoun ts ( C ontinued ) 

5. C a sh  at B a n k s  a n d  I n H a n d

£ m illion

(Restated) 
Previous  

Year  
£  m illion

B alance o f p roceeds from  disposal o f p ro p e rtie s  and  p lan ta tio n s in 
1982-83 . .  ................................. 3-8 2-5

Excess cash balance 1 2 0-3

To be su rren d e red  to the  C o n so lid a ted  F und S.O 2-8
R eta in ed  funds 0 6 1 0

B alance o f F o restry  Fund  w ith P aym aste r G en era l 5-6 3-8
Cash at com m ercial banks and  in han d  . . 0-7 0-7

6-3 4-5

6 C re d it o r s : A m o u n ts falling due w ithin one  year

Paym ents received on account 0 4 0-4
T rad e  cred ito rs 1-8 2-1
O th e r c red ito rs including tax a tio n  and  social secu rity  costs 2 6 3-3
C onso lidated  F und  su rren d e r 5 0 2-8

9-8 8-6

7. P rov ision  for  S u p e r a n n u a t io n  

Balance at 1 A p ril 1982 (as re s ta ted )
£  m illion  

156-0
R evaluation  ad ju s tm en t (N o te  10) 9-4

C ontrib u tio n s received from  staff
165-4

1-1
N otional em p lo y er’s co n tribu tions 10-3
N otional in terest charge (N o te  12) 4-7

Paym ents m ade du ring  the  year
181-5

9-7

Balance at 31 M arch 1983 171-8

Legislation re lating  to  the  su p e ran n u a tio n  o f  th e  F o restry  C om m issioners and  C om m ission  staff 
is to  be found in S chedule 1 P art II o f  the  F o restry  A ct 1967 as am en d ed  by th e  S uperan n u a tio n  
A ct 1972. T h e  su p e ran n u a tio n  benefits and  co n trib u tio n s payab le  are  identical to  those  o f the  
Principal Civil Service Pension  S chem e excep t th a t such benefits are  pa id  o u t o f th e  F o restry  
Fund and not the  Civil Service S u p eran n u a tio n  V o te .
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8. C apita l

£ million £ million

N otes to  the  A ccoun ts (continued)

Balance at 1 A pril 1982 568-9
A d ju stm en ts  to cap ital on revalu a tio n  at 1 A pril 1982 (see * below )

N et assets em ployed  (0-6)
Provision for S u p e ran n u a tio n  . . (13-6)
R evaluation  R eserve  435-3
P lan ta tions account variance  and  T rad in g  accoun t . . (59-7)

----------------  3 6 1 4

B alance a t 1 A p ril 1982 (as re s ta ted )  . .  930-3
A m ounts payab le to  th e  C onso lid a ted  F und  

P roceeds from  d isposals o f  p ro p e rtie s  and  p lan ta tio n s 13-8
Excess cash balance  . . . . . .  1-2

---------------------  (15-0)
A ddition  o f G ran t-in -A id  to  C ap ita l (N o te  9) . . 33-4
N otional in te rest charge  (N o te  12) 29-2

Balance at 31 M arch  1983 977-9

‘T hese ad ju s tm en ts  re la te  to  (i) th e  d ifference  b e tw een  the  closing valuation  o f  ne t assets in the  
last q u inquenn ium  an d  the  full rev a lu a tio n  a t th e  s ta rt o f  the  cu rren t five-year p erio d , and (ii) 
the am algam ation  o f cap ital and  reserves o f the  last q u inquenn ium  to form  the  new  cap ital base 
for the  cu rre n t five-year period .

9. G ra n t- in - A id

Previous
Year

£ million £ million £  m illion
G ran t-in -A id  tran sfe rred  in to  the  F o restry  F und  
Less: A p p ro p ria ted  fo r th e  F o restry  A u th o rity

56-9 
12 3

57-2
11-5

G ran t-in -A id  for the  F o restry  E n te rp rise  
Less: P lan ta tions accoun t subsidies

44 6 45 .7

Plan ting  and  restock ing  
F o re st rec rea tio n  and am enity  . .

7-4
3-8

8-8
3-5

11-2 12-3

A ddition  o f G ran t-in -A id  to  C apita l 33-4 33-4

See N ote  20  for de ta iled  analysis o f  P lan ting  and  R estock ing  and F orest R ecrea tio n  and  A m enity  
subsidies by C onservancy.

10. R ev a lu a t io n  R eserve

£ million

R evaluation  surp lus in year 
P lan ta tions 57-9
O th e r  tang ib le  assets . . . .  . . . .  5-1
Stocks (0-3)
A d ju stm en ts  on  reclassification  o f P lan ta tio n  land 0-2

62-9
Less: A llocated  to  P rovision  for S u p eran n u a tio n  9-4

B alance at 31 M arch 1983 53-5
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11. P l a n ta t io n s  A c c o u n t  V a r ia n c e

Establish- Harvesting

N otes to the  A ccounts (con tin u ed )

ment and and
M aintenance M arketing Total

£ million £ million £ million
Incom e . . . . . . . . . .  0 1  0-8 0-9
Profit on sale o f p ro p e rtie s  and  p lan ta tio n s 0-8 —  0-8

0 9 0-8 1 7

E x p end itu re
F orest costs . . . .  —  2-6 2-6
A d m in istra tive  expenses —  0 1  0 1

2-7 2-7

N et variances— favourab le  0-9 3-5 4-4

A nalysis and ex p lanation  o f  variance
Variance
(adverse

Standard Actual bracketed)
N otes £ million £ million £ million

Establishment and m ain tenance
Sundry  incom e 0 9 1 0 0 1
Profit on sale o f  p ro p e rtie s  and  p lan ta tio n s . . («) — 0-8 0-8

0 9 1 8 0-9

P lan ta tions acqu ired 0 3 0-2 0-1
L and p lan ted (b) 3 6 3 0 0 6
New p lan ta tio n s 4 4 4-4 —
R estocked  p lan ta tio n s 2-8 2-8 —
M aintenance 4-4 4 5 C0 1)
Lease ren ts , supplies and  m iscellaneous 0-8 0-7 0 1
R oad  construction (C) 4 1 3-7 0 4
R oad m ain tenance (c) 2-6 3-0 (0-4)
L abour oncost (d) 10 3 111 (0-8)
R esearch  and  d evelopm en t 4 0 3 9 0 1

37-3 37-3 _
Less: B ook value o f d isposals and  re 

classifications 5-9 5 9 —

F orest costs 31-4 31-4 _
A dm inistra tive  expenses 11-9 11-9 —

43 3 43 3 —

(a) This profit rep resen ts  the  excess ov er bo o k  value and costs on the disposal o f  £8-5 m illion 
forest es ta te  p ro p erties  and  p lan ta tions.
(b ) R ep resen ts  the  d ifferences betw een  the  low er value o f land in the  p lan tab le  reserve and 
the sta n d ard  allow ed for in the p lan ta tio n s v a lu a tio n , m ainly in N (Scot) and  W (Scot).
(c) Switch o f resources from  ro ad  co nstruction  to road  m ain tenance  to  cope w ith repairs caused 
by a h igher volum e of harvesting .
(d ) Partly  due  to the inclusion o f nearly  £ 1 0  m illion o f a rre a rs  o f pay in labour oncost but also 
to the sw itch o f  su rp lus labour from  harvesting  to  forest m anagem en t opera tio n s.
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H arvesting  and  m arketing
Favourable

Standard Actual variance 
N otes £ million £ million £ million

N otes to the  A cco u n ts  (con tinued)

Incom e (a) 37-6 38-4 0-8

D irect costs 19-2 171 2 1
L abour oncost 7-3 6 8 0 5

F orest costs 0 0 26 5 23 9 2 6
A dm in istra tive  expenses . . 9-9 9 8 0 1

36 4 33-7 2-7

In terest 0-9 0 9 —

N et . . 0-3 3 8 3-5

(a) C hanges in the  mix of sales w ith a significantly  h igher p ro p o rtio n  o f sawlogs in place o f small 
roundw ood  (pu lpw ood  and ch ip b o ard ) increased  the  average price ob ta in ed  p er cubic m etre . 
Prices ob ta in ed  from  stand ing  tim b er also increased  by ab o u t 31 p er cen t over the prev ious year.
(b ) C hanges in the mix also b ro u g h t ab o u t cost reductions from  hand ling  larger tree  sizes and 
in hau lage. F u rth e r  savings w ere  ach ieved  by co n tin u ed  im provem en ts in harvesting  techn iques.

12. N o t io n a l  I n t er est  C h a r g es

N otional in terest charges have been  a llocated  as follows:

Previous
Year

£ million £  m illion
P lan ta tions account 32-5 29-7
T rad ing  account 1-3 1-6
Sale o f p ro p e rtie s  (N o te  13) 0 1 0 1

33 9 31-4

A ttr ib u tab le  to:
C ap ita l (N o te  8) . . 29 2 12-7
Provision for S u p eran n u a tio n  (N o tes !(/) , 1 ( /)  and  7) 4-7 18-7

33 9 31-4
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N otes to the  A ccoun ts (con tinued )

13. P rofit  on  S a l e  o f  P roperties

Plantations Accounts
Trading Previous
Account Properties Plantations Total Year
£ million £ Million £ Million £ million £  m illion

Proceeds 6 1 1 3 7-2 14-6 8-5
Less: B ook value 3-8 1 0 5-7 10 5 6-7

2-3 0-3 1-5 4 1 1-8
Less: E xpenses (including no tional

in terest 0-1) 0 2 0 1 0-2 0 5 0-5

2 1 0-2 1 3 3-6 1-3
Less: R e la ted  a ttr ib u tab le  adm in is

tra tive  expenses 0-7 0 1 0-6 1-4 1-2

1-4 0-1 0-7 2-2 0-1

T ota l p roceeds from  sales and  exchanges o f  lan d , build ings and p lan ta tio n s am oun t to £14-6 
m illion which is an increase o f app rox im ate ly  70 p e r  cen t over the  prev ious year. M ost o f this 
increase stem s from  p lan ta tio n s so ld , u n d e r th e  pow ers p rov ided  in the  1981 F orestry  A ct, in 
o rd er to reduce  the  C o m m ission ’s d ep en d en c e  on  public funds. T h e  net profit on all sales am ounts 
to £2-2 m illion and  this is a p p o rtio n ed  be tw een  land and bu ild ings, w hich are  surp lus to 
requ irem en ts , and forest e s ta te  p ro p e rtie s  and  p lan ta tio n s. T he profit on  the  surp lus es ta te  is 
taken  to the  T rad in g  account w hilst the profit on  the  forest es ta te  is c red ited  to the  P lan ta tions 
account and reg ard ed  th ere in  as a favourab le  variance .

14. T r a d in g  A c c o u n t  S u r p l u s  for Y ear

Previous Year

N otes
Income 

£ million

Surplus 
(Deficit) 
for year 

£ million
Incom e  

£  m illion

Surplus  
(Deficit) 
fo r  year 

£  m illion
C abins and cam psites (o) 1-9 0 3 1-6 0-2
Shooting  and  fishing 0-5 0-1 0-5 0-1
Surplus esta te (b ) 0 9 (0-2) 0-9 (1-9)
A gency 1 9 — 1-9 (o -i)
M iscellaneous (c) 0-1 0-1 0-1 0-1

5-3 0-3 5-0 (1-6)

T he surp lus o r deficit en tries above rep re sen t the  trad in g  resu lts a f te r  inclusion , w here ap p ro p ria te , 
o f a no tional in te rest charge o f 5 p er cen t, be ing  the  real re tu rn  expected  from  public secto r 
trad ing  bodies.

(a) A s a result o f im proved  m ark e tin g  and  careful con tro l ov er ex p en d itu re  the  re tu rn  from  
cabins and  cam psites rose from  8-7 p e r  cen t in the prev ious year to  10-8 p e r  cent in the 
cu rre n t year.
(b ) Surplus e s ta te  com prises those  p ro p e rtie s  w hich are  not req u ired  fo r the  F orestry  
E n te rp rise  and  are  in ten d ed  to  be so ld  at the earliest op p o rtu n ity . M ost o f the  p rop erties  
are relatively  expensive to m ain ta in  because  o f th e ir  age, type and  rem oteness , and  incom e 
is likew ise restric ted . A s a result th e re  is an o p era tio n a l deficit o f  £1-6 m illion a fte r  charging 
in te rest, bu t this is reduced  to £0-2 m illion a fte r  add ing  back the  surp lus ach ieved on sales 
during  the  year.
(c) T he m iscellaneous en try  rep resen ts  the  incom e received  from  the  Severn  T re n t W ater 
A u th o rity  in respec t o f the  C om m ission ’s equ a l share  in the surp lus on  the jo in t m anagem en t 
schem e at L ake V yrnw y in N orth  W ales.
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15. E x p e n d i t u r e

Previous
Year

£ million £  m illion
(a) T o ta l ex p en d itu re  befo re  no tional in te rest charges com prises:

N otes to  the A ccoun ts (con tinued )

P lan ta tions account . . 81 3 84-3
T rad ing  account 5 1 4-8
Sale o f p ro p e rtie s  (N ote  13) 1-8 1-7

88-2 90-8

(b ) T he above ex p en d itu re  includes:
L abour oncost (N o te  18) 19-7 17-7
A dm in istra tive  expenses (N o te  19) 26-1 24-1
R esearch  and  dev e lo p m en t . . 3 9 3-1

49 7 44 9

(c) T o ta l sta ff costs fo r the  F o restry  E n te rp rise  and F orestry  A u tho rity  
com prise:

Salaries 17-8 17-1
W ages 29-4 28-3
Social security  costs . . 4-1 4-5
S u p eran n u a tio n  costs 10-3 7-9

61-6 57-8
T ravel and  subsistence 3-2 2-8

64-8 60-6

A pprox im ate ly  80 p e r  cen t (p rev ious year 80 p e r  cen t) re la tes to Forestry  
E n te rp rise  o p era tio n s.

(d) T h e  average  n u m b er o f em ployees during  the  year was m ade up as 
follows:

Number N um ber
Industria l 5,222 5,530
N on-industria l 2,078 2,130

7,300 7,660

(e) Included  in sta ff costs a t (c) above is the  rem u n era tio n  o f the 
C om m issioners w hich com prises (excluding pension  co n tribu tions):

Previous
Year

£ thousand £  thousand
C hairm an 14 12
H ighest paid  C om m issioner 29 26
O th e r C om m issioners 86 79

T o ta l em olu m en ts  o f C om m issioners 129 117

T ravel and subsistence o f  C om m issioners 25 24
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N otes to  the  A ccoun ts (con tinued)
T he em olum en ts o f the  o th e r  C om m issioners fell w ithin the  follow ing 
ranges:

N um ber N u m b er
£nil to  £5,000 6 5
£5,001 to £10,000 —  —
£10,001 to  £15,000 —  —
£15,001 to  £20,000 —  —
£20,001 to  £25,000 3 3

T he C om m issioners’ rem u n era tio n  is in acco rdance  w ith Civil Service pay rates.

16. C a p i t a l  C o m m i t m e n t s

F u tu re  cap ital ex p en d itu re  on  O th e r  T ang ib le  F ixed A ssets in 1983-84 au tho rised  by the 
C om m ission am o u n ts  to  £10-7 m illion (£11 -2 m illion  for 1982-83).

17. C o n t i n g e n t  L i a b i l i t i e s

C ontingen t liab ilities exist a t 31 M arch  1983 fo r dam ages caused  by th e  C om m ission  to o th e r  
p ersons’ p ro p erty  and  for com pensation  for p erso n a l in ju ry  to C om m ission em ployees am ounting  
to an estim ated  sum  of £0-4 m illion (£0-5 m illion a t 31 M arch  1982).

18. L a b o u r  O n c o s t

L abour oncost covers those  costs incu rred  in th e  em ploym en t o f industria l lab o u r w hich canno t 
be a llocated  d irectly  to  activ ities, e .g . em p lo y er 's  na tional insurance and  provision  for 
superan n u a tio n .

T he costs incu rred  for the  y ear en d ed  31 M arch 1983 w ere:
Previous

Year
£ m illion £  m illion

N ational in su rance , holiday and  sick pay 5-8 6 1
W et tim e 1 4 1-5
T ran sp o rt o f w o rkers and  travelling  and  subsistence 5-7 4-9
Provision for su p e ran n u a tio n 5-6 4-2
O th e r  net costs 1-2 1 0

19-7 17-7

£ million

Previous  
Year  

£  million
A llocated  to:

P lan ta tions account
E stab lishm en t and  m ain tenance 11 1 9-7
H arvesting  and m arketing 6-8 6-5
Forest rec rea tio n  and  am enity 1 0 0-9

T rad ing  account 0 8 0-6

19-7 17-7
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N otes to  the A ccounts (C ontinued)  
19. A d m in is tr a t iv e  E x p e n ses

£  m illion

Previous 
Year  

£  m illion
Salaries and  national insurance 16-5 15-8
T ravelling , subsistence and  sta ff tran sfe r  expenses 3-5 3 1
Provision for su p e ran n u a tio n 3-9 3 1
A ccom m odation  and  e s ta te  expenses 2-3 1-9
Office expenses 2-3 2-5
A u d ito rs’ rem u n era tio n 0 1 0 1
O th er ne t expenses 2 0 1-6

30-6 28-1
Less: charged  to F o restry  A u th o rity 4-5 4-0

26-1 24-1

A llocated  to:
P lan ta tions account 

E stab lishm en t and m ain ten an ce 11-9 1 1 0
H arvesting  and  m arketing 9 8 9-1
F orest rec rea tio n  and  am enity 1-5 1-5

T rad ing  account I S 1-3
Sale o f p ro p e rtie s  (N o te  13) 1 4 1-2

26-1 24-1
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N otes to  the  A ccoun ts (con tinued )
21. F orestry  S u b sid y

T he basis o f  calcu lation  o f  the  F o restry  Subsidy , w hich rep re sen ts  the  o p p o rtu n ity  cost of 
investm ent in fo restry , has been  a lte red  from  1 A pril 1982. T he subsidy is now  p resen ted  as the 
cap italised  sum  on new  in vestm en t, sim ilar to  the  p lan ting  and restock ing  subsid ies, and  is 
assessed as the  d ifference  b etw een  the  n e t p re sen t values o f incom e and  ex p en d itu re  d iscounted  
on the  one hand  at the  ta rg e t ra te  o f  3 p er cen t an d  on  the  o th e r  a t the public secto r trad ing  ra te , 
w hich is cu rren tly  5 p er cen t. D eta ils  o f the  calcu la tions are  se t ou t below . B ecause o f the  change 
in p re sen ta tio n  a calcu lation  has been  m ade on a once and  for all basis o f the  u nexp ired  am oun t 
o f the  subsidy on in vestm en t in the  existing e s ta te ; this am o u n t, rep re sen ted  by the  d ifference 
betw een  the  p lan ta tio n s valuation  at 1 A pril 1982 (£967-5  m illion) and a va luation  calcu lated  at 
5 p er cent (£491-2  m illion), is £476-3  m illion.

£ m illion

Plan ting  and  restock ing  subsid ies to  achieve th e  public sec to r trad ing  ra te  o f 5 p er 
cent

P lanting  and restock ing  subsid ies to  ach ieve the  target ra te  o f  re tu rn  o f  3 p er 
cent

17-7

7-4

F orestry  subsidy on  new  investm en t in 19 82-83 10-3
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R EPO RT O F T H E  C O M P T R O L L E R  AND AUDITOR GENERAL

F O R E S T R Y  C O M M ISSIO N  

Delay in Presentation of Forestry Enterprise Accounts

1. The Accounts of the Forestry Enterprise  are p resen ted  and audited under 
Section 5 of the Exchequer and Audit  D epartm ents  Act 1921. The provisions 
of the First Schedule to this Act require  the accounts to be rendered  to the 
Comptroller and A uditor  G enera l by 30 N ovem ber following the end of the 
financial year to which they relate, for subsequent transmission to the Treasury 
by 15 January , and for laying before the House of Com m ons by 31 January.

2. Changes in the Forestry Com m ission’s computerised systems delayed the 
production of accounting data  for the 1982-83 Accounts. The  requirem ent 
for the Forestry Commission to introduce from the start of the new 
quinquennium  a form of accounts which would comply with the accounting 
and disclosure requirem ents of the Com panies Acts 1948—81 caused further 
delays. As a result the draft Accounts and supporting data  were not available 
for audit until late D ecem ber 1983, and the final Accounts were not signed 
by the Accounting Officer until 26 January  1984. This has prevented compliance 
with the statutory laying date.

G O R D O N  D O W N E Y
C om ptroller and A u d ito r  General 
National A ud it  Office 
23 February 1984

P rim e d  by H M S O . E d in b u rg h  P ress  
D d  0735777 C 32  3/84 (215613)
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