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Agenda 
1. Welcome to participants;  

2. Verification of the presence of two-thirds of the Participating COST Countries or, if applicable, a quorum 

3. Adoption of agenda 

4. Matters arising from last meeting and recent Core Group meetings 

5. Update from the Action Chair: 
a) Status of Action: start & end dates of Action, participating COST countries, participating NNC/ IPC institutions and Specific Organisations. 

6. Update from the Short Term Scientific Missions (STSM) Coordinator 
a) GP2 calls & recommendations for future calls 

7. Update from the Grant Holder: Action budget status 

8. Update from the COST Association (if a representative is present) 

9. Monitoring of the Action (12-month report) 

10. Implementation of COST policies on: 
a) Promotion of gender balance and Early Career Investigators (ECI) & Inclusiveness (see list of ITCs) and Excellence 

11. Follow-up of MoU objectives: progress report of working groups 

12. Scientific planning  
a) Scientific strategy (MoU objectives, GP Goals, WG tasks and deliverables) - Spatial repository, online survey & case studies… 

b) Action Budget Planning – ITC  Conference Grants 

c) Long-term planning (including anticipated locations and dates of future activities) – Italy, Norway, Bulgaria…;  

d) Dissemination planning (Publications and outreach activities) – RIO & FBT articles published; Dissemination & Exploitation plan 

13. Requests to join the Action: 
a) COST countries - Turkey 

b) Institutions in Near Neighbouring Countries, International Partner Countries, International Organisations, etc – IWMI (Ghana) 

14. AOB  
a) COST connect event 

b) Potential to create an IUFRO Working Group on Woodlands for Water PES? 

c) Woodlands for Water PES Session: at the Ecosystem Partnership conference 14-19 October 2018  (San Sebastián, Spain)? 

d) Invitation to participate in the International Climate Show 2018 

15. Location and date of next meeting 

16. Summary of MC decisions 

17. Closing 
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4) Matters Arising (MC/Core Group) 

1) Logo for the Action  

 

 

 

 

2) IUFRO World Forestry Congress: Woodlands for Water PES           

       i) 9 papers presented – all but one authored by PESFOR-W participants 

       ii) only one of the two dissemination grants approved was taken up – (€1.9k remains)  

 

3) ITC conference grants  
i) First call for applications (12th Oct 2017 deadline).  

ii) Selection procedure 

 
 

MC Rules of procedure: 1 vote per COST signatory country 

 

 

 

September 2017 
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5) PESFOR-W time-scales 

October 2017 

 



5) Update on COST countries 
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Other (15): 
• Austria 

• Belgium 

• Denmark 

• Finland 

• France 

• Germany 

• Greece 

• Ireland 

• Italy  

• The Netherlands  

• Norway 

• Spain 

• Sweden 

• Switzerland 

• United Kingdom  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ITCs (16): 
• Bosnia and Herzegovina  

• Bulgaria  

• Czech Republic  

• Croatia 

• Estonia  

• Hungary 

• Latvia 

• Luxembourg 

• fYR Macedonia  

• Montenegro 

• Poland 

• Portugal 

• Romania 

• Serbia 

• Slovakia 

• Slovenia  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5 countries yet to 
join: 

- Turkey  

- Cyprus  

- Lithuania  

- Malta 

- Iceland 

31 COST countries have signed MoU: 

October 2017 

 



5) >100 MC Members & Subs 
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COST countries: MC Members MC Substitutes 

          Austria [AT] 1 1 

          Belgium [BE] 1 
          Bosnia and Herzegovina [BA] 2 1 
          Bulgaria [BG] 2 
          Croatia [HR] 2 2 
          Czech Republic [CZ] 2 3 
          Denmark [DK] 2 4 
          Estonia [EE] 2 
          Finland [FI] 2 

          France [FR] 1 1 
          Germany [DE] 2 1 
          Greece [EL] 2 2 
          Hungary [HU] 2 1 
          Ireland [IE] 2 
          Italy [IT] 2 5 
          Latvia [LV] 2 
          Luxembourg [LU] 2 1 
          fYR Macedonia [MK] 2 1 
          Montenegro [ME] 2 1 

          Netherlands [NL] 1 1 
          Norway [NO] 2 
          Poland [PL] 2 4 

          Portugal [PT] 2 2 

          Romania [RO] 2 1 
          Serbia [RS] 2 3 

          Slovakia [SK] 2 2 
          Slovenia [SI] 2 2 
          Spain [ES] 2 3 
          Sweden [SE] 2                                            1 
          Switzerland [CH] 2 1 
          United Kingdom [UK] 2 2 
Chair 1 

59 46 

October 2017 

c 



5) Update: 11 MC Observers 
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IPCs: 
• China 

• New Zealand 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NNCs: 
• Morocco 

• Jordan 

• Tunisia 

• Ukraine (2+1 sub) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Current MC Observers: 

IOs: 
• European Forestry 

Institute (2) 

• UNECE/FAO 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 2017 

c 
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6) new webpage for completed STSMs 

 

https://www.forestry.gov.uk/fr/beeh-aqwet3  

https://www.forestry.gov.uk/fr/beeh-aqwet3
https://www.forestry.gov.uk/fr/beeh-aqwet3
https://www.forestry.gov.uk/fr/beeh-aqwet3
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6) new webpage for completed STSMs 

https://www.forestry.gov.uk/fr/beeh-aqwet3  

Short term scientific mission by Theresa Bodner 
(April 2017) on PWS programmes in Switzerland: 

Report of STSM available to download: 

 

 

https://www.forestry.gov.uk/fr/beeh-aqwet3
https://www.forestry.gov.uk/fr/beeh-aqwet3
https://www.forestry.gov.uk/fr/beeh-aqwet3
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6) GP2 2nd call for STSMs: 6 applicants 

call applications approved by SG grant Period Duration WG home country host country PhD 

Call 2016 Ms Theresa Bodner Yes 1,240 € 2017-04-19 to 2017-04-27 9 WG3 Italy Switzerand student 

10K EUR First call 2017 Mr Ignacio Pérez-Silos Yes 2,500 € 2017-09-04 to 2017-10-13 40 WG2 Spain UK student 

31. May 2017 Ms Viera Bastakova No 2,400 € 2017-10-16 to 2017-12-02 47 WG1 Slovakia Denmark student 

  Ms Khrystyna Vasylyshyn  Yes 2,500 € 2017-10-02 to 2017-10-20 19 WG1 Ukraine Croatia 2016 

Second call 2017 Ms. Giulia Amato   2,500 EUR 2018-03-20 to 2018-04-20 32 WG1 Italy Niederlands project 

30/09/2017 Ms. Soumia Touhami   2,500 EUR  2018-01-01 to 2018-02-28 59   Marocco Portugal student 

  Mr. Cristian Accastello   2,450 EUR 2018-02-18 to 2018-03-31 42 WG3 Italy France student 

  Ms. Viera Bastakova   2,400 EUR 2017-11-06 to 2017-12-15 40 WG1 Slovakia Denmark student 

  Ms. Martina Štěrbová   1,700 EUR 2018-02-11 to 2018-02-24 14 WG1 Slovakia Italy ECI 

  Mr. Eros Borsato   2,450 EUR 2018-01-01 to 2018-03-31 90 WG2 Italy Netherlands student 

1) Agree ranking of the 6 new applications & 
which would like to fund (budget allowing) 
 

2) Consider increasing €5k budget allocated: 
• Use of €1.9k dissemination grant allocated for IUFRO not taken up 

• Use of unalloacated budget from Croatia meeting (if not fully spent) 

• potential to reallocate funding from ITC Conference Grants 
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7) GP2 Budget: initial & amended 

GP2 (May 2017 to April 2018): Initial; New; diff  

  

Total Budget:    €156000   €170000   +€14k 

• Meetings:       €123152   €128092     +€5k 
• IUFRO World Forestry Congress (Sept)                   € 3942  

• Croatia:                                                                      € 61360 €66300 

• Italy                                                                           € 57850  

• STSMs:             €10000  

• ITC Conference Grants      €7233       +€7k 

• Dissemination:  €2400 
• (Website etc)                

• Other Expenses Related to Scientific Activities: €100 

• Admin (15% of  total science expenditure):     €20347 €22173 +€2k 
•                                                                                                                                                                              
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8) COST representative? 

Science Officer   Dr.  Mónica Pérez-Cabero  

       monica.perez@cost.eu 

       Tel: +32 (0)2 533 38 22 
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9) Monitoring 

 

REPORT AT MONTH 12 

• COST inclusiveness policy 

• Scientific committee recommendations 

 

REPORT AT MONTH 24 
• Co-authored publications & H2020 proposals 

 

• Additional outputs & achievements 

• Success stories? 

 

 

 

 
 

 

MoU objective  Achiev
ed 
Yes/ 
Partiall
y/  
No  

Evidence of (partial) 
achievement including hyperlink 
to enable assessment of the 
achievement. Justification if full 
achievement is not foreseen 

Copy from e-COST 
or MoU 

  For each objective insert evidence 
of (partial) achievement including 
hyperlink to enable assessment (by 
the Action Rapporteur) of the 
achievement and access by end 
users 

Copy from e-COST 
or MoU 

    

Copy from e-COST 
or MoU 

    

Copy from e-COST 
or MoU 
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9) Monitoring: GP1 goals 

Period 1 (Nov 2016 – April 2017) goals:  

 

• GAPG1: Define a Dissemination & Exploitation Plan 
 

• GAPG2: Create Website & Spatial hub 
 

• GAPG3: State of the Art: Commence evidence review on the 
effectiveness of woodland creation for reducing agricultural 
diffuse pollution 
 

• GAPG4: State of the Art: Commence discussions on a 
common protocol to assess cost-effectiveness of woodlands 
for water PES schemes 
 

• GAPG5: State of the Art: Commence characterisation of 
design & governance aspects of European woodlands-for-
water PES 
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9) Monitoring: GP2 goals 

Period 2 (May 2017 – April 2018) goals:  

 

• GAPG1: Explore potential investors’ perceptions of what 

• would be needed to attract them to purchase credits 
 

• GAPG2: Populate and publish preliminary look-up tables 
on the effectiveness of woodland measures to reduce 

• agricultural diffuse pollution 
 

• GAPG3: Write a thought leadership article on assessing the 
cost-effectiveness of woodlands for water PES 
 

• GAPG4: Launch an online web survey to gather information 

• on woodlands for water PES schemes 
 

• GAPG5: Maintain and add to the website and spatial hub 
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9) Scientific committee recommendations 

1) EXCELLENCE: contribute to improvement of existing EU legislation 

2) IMPACT  

• greater recognition of agricultural sector impacts 

• recognition of relevance of creating new opportunities in value chains 

• strong involvement of water management sector 

• plan for involvement of stakeholders (water management / agriculture) 

• ‘COST does not provide an adequate instrument for the 
involvement of such broad variety of stakeholders’ 

• incorporation of experts from other sectors 

• clear plan for the exploitation of the results & management of IPRs 

• clear assessment of how woodland creation measures are capable of 
reducing agricultural diffuse pollutants needed to encourage business 
involvement 

3) IMPLEMENTATION 

• ‘It is doubtful that such broad kind of network could come to 
functional life inside COST Action, for instance due to the lack of 
resources which could be devoted to private actors.’ 

• ensure the excellent participation of Inclusiveness Target Countries and Early Career 
Investigators, gender balance (including at the leadership level), industrial engagement & 
international cooperation are maintained. 
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10) COST Policies: MoU aims 

1) Geographic balance:  

• Inclusiveness Target Countries (ITCs) 
• Leadership of WG activities 

• Host activities 

• Short-term scientific missions 

2) Early Career Investigators (ECIs)  
• encouraging ECIs (<8yrs experience after PhD) through training + leadership of activities 

3) Gender 
• overcoming an acute imbalance in forestry 

• >40% representation of women in the MC 

• Positively selecting women for: 

• Leadership roles 

• Training schools (>50%) 

• dissemination plan               

 
 

4) low Carbon footprint  

land travel rather than air encouraged 
 



10) Nancy: ITC participants 

October 2017 18 

COST countries: 

MC 

Members MC Substitutes Other Total 

          Austria [AT] 1 1 

          Belgium [BE] 1 1 
          Bosnia and Herzegovina [BA] 

          Bulgaria [BG] 2 2 
          Croatia [HR] 1 1 2 
          Czech Republic [CZ] 1 1 
          Denmark [DK] 

          Estonia [EE] 2 2 
          Finland [FI] 1 1 

          France [FR] 1 1 1 3 
          Germany [DE] 2 1 3 
          Greece [EL] 

          Hungary [HU] 2 2 
          Ireland [IE] 1 1 2 
          Italy [IT] 2 1 1 4 
          Latvia [LV] 1 1 
          Luxembourg [LU] 

          fYR Macedonia [MK] 2 1 3 
          Montenegro [ME] 2 1 3 

          Netherlands [NL] 1 1 2 
          Norway [NO] 1 1 
          Poland [PL] 1 1 2 

          Portugal [PT] 1 1 

          Romania [RO] 2 1 3 
          Serbia [RS] 1 2 

          Slovakia [SK] 2 1 3 
          Slovenia [SI] 1 1 
          Spain [ES] 1 1 2 
          Sweden [SE] 1 1 
          Switzerland [CH] 1 1 2 
          United Kingdom [UK] 1 1 2 
Chair 1 1 

18/37 7/13 2/6 27/57 



10) Croatia: ITC participants 
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COST countries: 

MC 

Members MC Substitutes Other Total 

          Austria [AT] 

          Belgium [BE] 1 1 
          Bosnia and Herzegovina [BA] 1 1 2 
          Bulgaria [BG] 1 1 
          Croatia [HR] 2 2 2 6 
          Czech Republic [CZ] 1 1 2 
          Denmark [DK] 1 1 
          Estonia [EE] 2 2 
          Finland [FI] 1 1 

          France [FR] 1 1 1 3 
          Germany [DE] 2 1 3 
          Greece [EL] 1 1 2 
          Hungary [HU] 2 2 
          Ireland [IE] 1 1 2 
          Italy [IT] 2 2 1 5 
          Latvia [LV] 2 2 
          Luxembourg [LU] 1 1 
          fYR Macedonia [MK] 2 1 3 
          Montenegro [ME] 2 1 3 

          Netherlands [NL] 1 1 
          Norway [NO] 1 1 
          Poland [PL] 2 2 

          Portugal [PT] 1 1 2 

          Romania [RO] 1 1 2 
          Serbia [RS] 1 1 1 3 

          Slovakia [SK] 1 1 2 
          Slovenia [SI] 2 1 3 
          Spain [ES] 1 1 
          Sweden [SE] 1                                      1 2 
          Switzerland [CH] 1 1 2 
          United Kingdom [UK] 1 1 2 
Chair 1 1 

23/38 11/19 4/7 38/68 
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10) COST Policies: leadership roles 

           

 

 

 

 
 

 
S 

Core Group: Number  Percentage 

Inclusiveness Target Countries (ITCs) 3 27% 

Early Career Investigators (ECIs) 3 27% 

Female 4 36% 

Total 11   



October 2017 
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12a) PESFOR-W:  Overall Aim 

 

PESFOR-W aims to: 
 
 

 

improve Europe’s capacity to use 
Payments for Ecosystem Services (PES) to 
achieve Water Framework  Directive 
(WFD) targets & other policy objectives 
through incentives for   

planting woodlands to  

reduce agricultural  

diffuse pollution to   

watercourses. 
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12a) PESFOR-W objectives 

Research Coordination: 
1) Characterize & evaluate governance models & design of W-for-W PES  

2) Evaluate environmental effectiveness of targeted woodland planting 

3) European PES repository of Case Studies drawing together European & 
international examples into an open access, trans-disciplinary learning platform 

4) User Guidance on suitability of pollutant, ecosystem service & catchment scale 
models to quantify the effectiveness of tree planting to reduce diffuse pollution  

 

 

 

 

Capacity Building 
i) Training in technical & economic skills: ‘PES-engineers’ of the future 

ii) Interaction between specialists with different skill sets  

iii) Stakeholder understanding (regulators, governments, land owners…) 
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12a) WG1 deliverables (MoU) 

MoU envisages:  

 

• 3 STSMs (+ associated reports)  

• 1 training school 

• Chapter for User Manual 
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12a) WG2 deliverables (MoU) 

MoU envisages:  

• 3 STSMs  

• 2 training schools  

• 2 workshops   

 

 

 

• Look-up tables 

• 1 journal article  

• Chapter for User Manual 

• Newsletters & trade articles 

 

 

 



October 2017 
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12a) WG3 deliverables (MoU) 

MoU envisages: 

• 4 STSMs & associated reports  

• 1 training school  

• 1 thought leadership article 

• 1 journal paper 

• Chapter for User Manual 

• Newsletters & trade articles 
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12a) WG4 deliverables (MoU) 

 MoU envisages: 

• 2 STSMs (+ associated report)  

• 1 online survey 

• factsheets  

 

 

 

• Website, spatial hub & skills database 

• Synthesis chapter & User Manual 

• Use of Social Media + Other KE activities  

• Final conference proceedings & Project report 
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12a) Work & Budget Plan: goals 

Period 2 (May 2017 – April 2018) goals:  

 

• GAPG1: Explore potential investors’ perceptions of what 
would be needed to attract them to purchase credits 
 

• GAPG2: Populate and publish preliminary look-up tables 
on the effectiveness of woodland measures to reduce 
agricultural diffuse pollution 
 

• GAPG3: Write a thought leadership article on assessing 
the cost-effectiveness of woodlands for water PES 
schemes 
 

• GAPG4: Launch an online web survey to gather 
information on woodlands for water PES schemes 
 

• GAPG5: Maintain and add to the website and spatial hub 



12b) ITC Conference Gants 
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GP2 first call (deadline 12th October 2017): 
 

• One application: 

• Title: Hydrological properties of trees 
under the influence of PAH’s pollution  

• the amount of polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons 
(PAH’s) accumulated in 4 coniferous species affects 
the water content of tree crowns 

• Increasing forest cover to improve 
environmental quality is a PESFOR-W objective 

• Conference: Air & Water Components Of The 
Environment (15-18 March 2018, Romania) 
http://aerapa.conference.ubbcluj.ro/Engleza/index.htm 

• Cost:€1250 (incl €170 conf + field trip fee) 

Should we allocate some/all of remainder GP2 
allocation to other instruments (e.g. STSMs)? 

http://aerapa.conference.ubbcluj.ro/Engleza/index.htm
http://aerapa.conference.ubbcluj.ro/Engleza/index.htm
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12c) plans for future meetings 

i)Italy (13th-15th March 2018) 

 

ii) Norway (20th-22nd June 2018?) 

 

iii) Bulgaria (September 2018) 
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12c) Offers to host future meetings? 

ITCs: 

i)Portugal 

ii) Serbia 

iii) Czech Republic 

iv) Luxembourg 

 

Other COST countries: 

i) Germany 

ii) Ireland 

iii) Finland 

iv) UK 

v) Spain? 

vi) Denmark? 
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12c) Woodlands for water PES 

 

 

 

i) Woodland creation & water quality related PES schemes 

 
Country Name of scheme(s) Aim of woodland creation  

Denmark 1) Aalborg city council 

groundwater quality 

improvement 

2) Vigersted Groundwater Scheme 

3) Water Supply Act Reforestation Levy 

Protection of groundwater reservoir. 

France 4) Massif de la Nerthe (Coca Cola) 

5) Rennes (city council) 

6) Vittel (Nestle Waters) 

Protection of water quality for 

drinking water / mineral water 

production. 

Germany 7) Lower Saxony Oldenburg and 

East-Frisia Water Association 

8) Munich water supply - Mangfall 

Valley - Stadtwerke München 

Reduction in nitrate pressure on the 

groundwater supply from agriculture 

/ increasing water quality for 

drinking water  

Switzerland 9) Henniz SA Increasing water quality 

UK 10) SCAMP (United Utilities) 

11) English woodland grants scheme - 

New woodlands for water 

12) Forestry grants scheme (Scotland) - 

Woodlands for water 

Increasing water quality for public 

water supply 



October 2017 
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12c) Woodlands for water PES 

 

 

 

ii) PES schemes: woodland creation for groundwater  recharge 

 Country Name of scheme(s) / organisation Aim of woodland creation  

Italy 1) AQUOR Forest Infiltration Areas 

(Province of Vicenza & Padova) 

 

infiltration/groundwater recharge 

Spain 2) upper Guadiana river basin – 

SPUG / Western La Mancha Aquifer 

groundwater recharge 

Country Name of scheme(s) / organisation Aim of woodland creation  

Austria 1) Taugl (Water Association of the 

Salzburg Basin) 

Prohibition of certain pesticides to 

improve water quality 

Bulgaria 2 WWF pilot: Persina-Nature-Park Removal of biomass to improve water 

quality & provide other benefits 

Italy 4) Romagna Acqua SQA Management to reduce soil erosion to 

protect water quality & quantity 

Portugal 5) Green Heart of Cork (Coca Cola) Management for Water quantity 

(infiltration/groundwater recharge) 

benefits 

iii) PES schemes: forest management for water quality/quantity 
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12d) Dissemination planning 

1)Stakeholder engagement: 
• plan for involvement of stakeholders in 

water management & agriculture 
• strong involvement of water management sector 

• Engaging policy makers 
• contribute to improvement of existing EU legislation 

• Engaging private sector 

 

2) Dissemination & Exploitation Plan 

• plan for the exploitation of the results & 
management of IPRs 

• Which events (e.g. conferences) to target for 

dissemination?  
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Dissemination: flyers available 

iii) Please take copies of the PESFOR-W flyer 
back with you to distribute at other events 
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12d) Dissemination 

1) Introductory journal article published in RIO 

    (>600 reads since published in May 2017) 

 

: 
http://riojournal.com/articles.php?id=13828 

http://riojournal.com/articles.php?id=13828
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12d) Dissemination 



13) Requests to join Action 
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IPCs (2): 
• USA 

• Canada  
• University of Alberta 

• University of Waterloo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Currently 1 COST application & 4 MC Observer applications: 

IOs (1): 
• International Water 

Management Institute, 
Ghana 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ITC: 

•Turkey  



13) MC nominee from Turkey 
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Engin EROĞLU  
(Landscape Architecture dept, Forestry faculty, Düzce University, Turkey)  

Publications include: 
• E EROĞLU, Z DEMİR (2016). Phenological and visual evaluations of some 

roadside deciduous trees in urban area. Biological Diversity and 
Conservation 9 (1), 143-153. 

• E EROĞLU, H EROĞLU, S KAYA (2016). Visual Quality Assessment Along 
Road Corridor Inside And At The Side Of Some Forest Habitats Under 
Protection: The Case Of Düzce. Forest Engineering and Technologies 
FETEC 2016, 36. 

• E Eroğlu, C Acar (2011). Visual landscape character of oriental spruce 
(Picea orientalis (L.) LINK.) mountain forests in Turkey. Journal of 
Environmental Engineering and Landscape Management 19 (3), 189-197. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

project: 

•Determınıng of landscape character of urban 
water corrıdors as vısual and ecologıcal; a case 
study of Asar Suyu ın Duzce  



14) AoB? 

October 2017 39 

a)COST connect event 

b)Potential to create an IUFRO Working Group 
on Woodlands for Water PES? 

c)Woodlands for Water PES Session: at the 
Ecosystem Partnership conference 14-19 
October 2018  (San Sebastián, Spain)? 

d)Invitation to participate in the International 
Climate Show 2018 

 

Collaborative funding opportunities? 

•H2020, LIFE, Interreg…  



15) Next meeting: location & date 
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Location: Padova, Italy  

  

Date: 15th March 2018 

  

 

Thanks to Dijana & team for organising Opatija meeting 



16) Meeting decisions: Summary  
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•draft Minutes expected to be circulated within 3 weeks 


