UK SOFTWOOD OUTPUT SET TO DOUBLE

This latest five-yearly assessment of the potential cut of conifer roundwood in Britain (produced jointly by the Forestry Commission and private growers) when compared with the figures published in Forestry and British Timber in April 1978, shows that an even greater increase in production is now forecast for the next 15 years despite non-thin decisions in the state sector…

The previous forecasts of production of conifer roundwood were published in Forestry and British Timber in April 1978. In accordance with normal Forestry Commission practice, the five year revision of these forecasts was completed recently by the Forestry Commission for its own forest area, and in conjunction with Timber Growers Scotland and Timber Growers England and Wales, for private woodlands. The following tables have been prepared under the auspices of the Supply and Demand Sub-Committee of the Home Grown Timber Advisory Committee.

FC FORESTS

The basis for these forecasts is described in a paper presented to the tenth Commonwealth Forestry Conference entitled “Yield planning of productive woodlands” by J.L. Davidson and D.R. Johnson. Modifications to standard management practices have been incorporated in the forecasts to take account of such factors as crop stability, recreation, landscaping and market considerations. Such factors in their general, but not invariable, effect of deferring yield are modified where necessary to take account of marketing obligations.

PRIVATE WOODLANDS

The wide variations in management objectives make the forecasts for private woodlands necessarily less precise. However these forecasts, which have been compiled on the advice of Timber Growers Scotland and Timber Growers England and Wales, are based on data provided by the 1980 Census of Woodlands.

In 1977 general assumptions were made about growth rates and cutting patterns which on this occasion have been refined. The current forecasts assume an average yield class for each species within each Forestry Commission Conservancy area coupled with a variety of cutting patterns. These were marginal thinning intensity with delay first thinning of 0, five and ten years, extend rotations by five or ten years and non-thin. Details of these yield models are given in Forestry Commission Booklet 48.

In addition it was assumed that the area classified as overmature, ie which had passed the age when according to the yield models the trees should have been felled, would remain approximately the same as the area that was assumed to be overmature in the 1977 forecast.

The resulting forecast shows a substantial increase in the volume compared with that of 1977. In both 1974 and 1977 the private woodlands forecasts were compiled making allowance for the fact that actual removals over a number of years was less than the estimate of potential production. This forecast has not been reduced because it is important for industrial developers to be aware of the maximum potential cut.

GENERAL

It must be emphasised when using the data that the potential cut will only be realised if all the factors which influence harvesting and market decisions are favourable, especially the presence of a suitably attractive market.

As in the 1977 forecast the data are presented for small roundwood and sawlogs and for spruce and other conifers. Small roundwood is defined as being: all the volume of 14cm diameter plus half the volume between 15 and 18cm overbark. It follows that sawlog volume is all the volume over 18cm diameter and the remaining 50% of the volume between 15 and 18cm diameter.

Table I

FORECAST OF AVERAGE ANNUAL POTENTIAL CUT OF CONIFER ROUNDWOOD IN

BRITAIN BY FIVE-YEAR PERIODS 1982-2001: FORESTRY COMMISSION FORESTS AND PRIVATE WOODLANDS

Period
Conservancy
(Volume: thousands cubic metres overbark)



Small roundwood
Logs
Total



FC
PW
Total
FC
PW
Total
FC
PW
Total

1982-86
England

Scotland

Wales
420

490

270
345

360

60
765

850

330
655

690

360
415

345

60
1070

1035

420
1075

1180

630
760

705

120
1835

1885

750


GB Totals
1180
765
1945
1705
820
2525
2885
1585
4470

1987-91
England

Scotland

Wales
515

585

320
430

520

85
945

1105

405
745

830

440
485

405

70
1230

1235

510
1260

1415

760
915

925

155
2175

2340

915


GB Totals
1420
1035
2455
2015
960
2975
3435
1995
5430

1992-96
England

Scotland

Wales
590

905

405
530

705

125
1120

1610

530
830

1170

615
570

455

105
1400

1625

720
1420

2075

1020
1100

1160

230
2520

3235

1250


GB Totals
1900
1360
3260
2615
1130
3745
4515
2490
7005

1997-01
England

Scotland

Wales
690

1215

465
600

900

140
1290

2115

605
1005

1430

780
715

710

115
1720

2140

895
1695

2645

1245
1315

1610

255
3010

4255

1500


GB Totals
2370
1640
4010
3215
1540
4755
5585
3180
8765



Table II
FORECAST OF AVERAGE ANNUAL CUT OF CONIFER ROUNDWOOD

1982-1986: FORESTRY COMMISSION FORESTS AND PRIVATE WOODLANDS

Conservancy
(Volume:thousands cubic metres overbark)


Small roundwood
Logs
Total


Spruces
Others
Total
Spruces
Others
Total
Spruces
Others
Total

NW (Eng)

NE (Eng)

E (Eng)

SE (Eng)

SW (Eng)
60

90

15

15

50
105

90

130

110

100
165

180

145

125

150
70

100

25

10

70
165

110

265

105

150
235

210

290

115

220
130

190

40

25

120
270

200

395

215

250
400

390

435

240

370

England
230
535
765
275
795
1070
505
1330
1835

N (Scot)

E (Scot)

S (Scot)

W (Scot)
60

105

190

110
105

160

95

25
165

265

285

135
140

115

170

170
135

175

90

40
275

290

260

210
200

220

360

280
240

335

185

65
440

555

545

345

Scotland
465
385
850
595
440
1035
1060
825
1885

N (Wales)

S (Wales)
105

95
55

75
160

170
130

90
85

115
215

205
235

185
140

190
375

375

Wales
200
130
330
220
200
420
420
330
750

GB Total
895
1050
1945
1090
1435
2525
1985
2485
4470

Table III

FORECAST OF AVERAGE ANNUAL CUT OF CONIFER ROUNDWOOD

1987-1991: FORESTRY COMMISSION FORESTS AND PRIVATE WOODLANDS

Conservancy
(Volume:thousands cubic metres overbark)


Small roundwood
Logs
Total


Spruces
Others
Total
Spruces
Others
Total
Spruces
Others
Total

NW (Eng)

NE (Eng)

E (Eng)

SE (Eng)

SW (Eng)
70

115

25

20

65
125

110

140

140

135
195

225

165

160

200
110

130

20

15

80
180

120

275

135

165
290

250

295

150

245
180

245

45

35

145
305

230

415

275

300
485

475

460

310

445

England
295
650
945
355
875
1230
650
1525
2175

N (Scot)

E (Scot)

S (Scot)

W (Scot)
85

125

285

125
145

190

115

35
230

315

400

160
130

125

255

220
115

205

120

65
245

330

375

285
215

250

540

345
260

395

235

100
475

645

775

445

Scotland
620
485
1105
730
505
1235
1350
990
2340

N (Wales)

S (Wales)
130

110
70

95
200

205
165

120
90

135
255

255
295

230
160

230
455

460

Wales
240
165
405
285
225
510
525
390
915

GB Total
1155
1300
2455
1370
1605
2975
2525
2905
5430

Table IV
FORECAST OF AVERAGE ANNUAL CUT OF CONIFER ROUNDWOOD

1992-1996: FORESTRY COMMISSION FORESTS AND PRIVATE WOODLANDS

Conservancy
(Volume:thousands cubic metres overbark)


Small roundwood
Logs
Total


Spruces
Others
Total
Spruces
Others
Total
Spruces
Others
Total

NW (Eng)

NE (Eng)

E (Eng)

SE (Eng)

SW (Eng)
90

145

30

30

85
130

145

155

160

150
220

290

185

190

235
120

180

15

20

90
180

155

285

155

200
300

335

300

175

290
210

325

45

50

175
310

300

440

315

350
520

265

485

365

525

England
380
740
1120
425
975
1400
805
1715
2520

N (Scot)

E (Scot)

S (Scot)

W (Scot)
130

150

470

235
200

235

140

50
330

385

610

285
155

180

390

320
125

240

155

60
80

420

545

380
285

330

860

555
325

475

295

110
610

805

1155

665

Scotland
985
625
1610
1045
580
1625
2030
1205
3235

N (Wales)

S (Wales)
185

160
80

105
265

265
265

180
115

160
380

340
450

340
195

265
645

605

Wales
345
185
530
445
275
720
790
460
1250

GB Total
1710
1550
3260
1915
1830
3745
3625
3380
7005

Table V

FORECAST OF AVERAGE ANNUAL CUT OF CONIFER ROUNDWOOD

1997-2001: FORESTRY COMMISSION FORESTS AND PRIVATE WOODLANDS

Conservancy
(Volume:thousands cubic metres overbark)


Small roundwood
Logs
Total


Spruces
Others
Total
Spruces
Others
Total
Spruces
Others
Total

NW (Eng)

NE (Eng)

E (Eng)

SE (Eng)

SW (Eng)
95

265

30

35

95
140

155

160

165

150
235

420

190

200

245
115

305

20

25

95
255

195

275

210

225
370

500

295

235

320
210

570

50

60

190
395

350

435

375

375
605

920

485

435

565

England
520
770
1290
560
1160
1720
1080
1930
3010

N (Scot)

E (Scot)

S (Scot)

W (Scot)
175

190

580

385
275

270

170

70
450

460

750

455
145

280

470

440
165

355

225

60
310

635

695

500
320

470

1050

825
440

625

395

130
760

1095

1445

955

Scotland
1330
785
2115
1335
805
2140
2665
1590
4255

N (Wales)

S (Wales)
230

180
90

105
320

285
340

205
150

220
490

405
570

385
240

305
810

690

Wales
410
195
605
545
350
895
955
545
1500

GB Total
2260
1750
4010
2440
2315
4755
4700
4065
8765

NEW COVER FOR FORESTRY

With an end-1984 cover-target of £200m, a new forestry insurance scheme was launched at the recent Accountants’ Show in London – said to be one of the most comprehensive available to this specialised investor.

London-based Lloyds brokers W.G. Hill & Son (Insurance) Ltd offer:

All risks (including storm damage up to £1m, windthrow, infestation and 
disease up to 90% cover); fire cover up to £1m and fire-fighting costs up to 
£25000; eradicating and controlling disease spread and replanting up to 
£100000; and legal liability as property owners up to £1m.

Asked specifically about cover for “acid rain”, financial director David A.V. Carter told F&BT that it “did not exclude acid rain”.

Led by underwriters at Lloyds, the scheme follows discussion with woodland owners, management groups. The Forestry Commission and leading insurers. Details form the company at 5-7 New Street, London EC2 (tel. 01-283 8622)

EFG SALOP MOVE

Economic Forestry Group’s Shrewsbury office has moved to 13 Hardwicke Stables, Hadnall, near Shrewsbury, Shropshire SY4 4AS (tel.09397 434/435). It is six miles north of Shrewsbury just off the A49.

