
Home

mailto:serg@forestresearch.gov.uk


Introduction

A National Conversation about Plant Health

Big Questions for A National Conversation

• Who should we be talking to? 

• What should we talk about and when? 

• What are the barriers to change and how can we overcome 
them? 

participants
in England

online 
questions

Demographic split 
representative of 
English population

Conducted 
Nov/Dec 2021

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/plant-biosecurity-strategy-for-great-britain-2023-to-2028
https://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/research/a-national-conversation-towards-a-resilience-culture/


The value of healthy plants

Do people recognise the value of healthy plants?

Key Points

•

•

•

•

•

•

How the survey data was 
analysed



Plant health concern

Are people concerned about plant health?

Globally Nationally Locally Personally

outdoor leisure 

others

Key Points

•

•

•

•



Plant health knowledge

How much do people know about plant health?

have NEVER 
heard it before

Only 
know exactly 
what it means

Only correctly identified false 

statements about biosecurity

easy 
to find

easy to 
understand

Key Points

•

•

•



Current behaviour

How are people currently behaving and why?

Key Points

•

•

•

•

•



health

Who do people think is responsible for plant health?

Government Whoever 
owns/looks 
after the 

land

Local 
authority/
Individuals/
Government

Government Government
/Businesses

Key Points

•

•

•

•



health

What we’ve learned about general attitudes to plant health

Possible Actions

Avoid

biosecurity.

Put useful information 
in strategic places 

information
easy 

to find and understand

plant health 

air quality, climate 
change and 
biodiversity.



Different age groups

What we’ve learned about different age groups

Younger People
•

•

•

•

Possible Actions

Online 
information/ 

engagement 

stronger 
connection to nature 

Older People
•

•

•

Possible Actions

less physical, more local participation 

TV, radio and 
print articles 

Clear information at 
key times 



Members of organisations

What we’ve learned about members of organisations

Possible Actions

plant 
purchasing 

organisations 
they trust.

impacts them 
and their local 

community  



Outdoor leisure participants

What we’ve learned about outdoor leisure participants

Possible Actions

Clear information and guidance 

Encourage 
greater 
participation nature-based 

activities
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