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A National Conversation about Plant Health About the National

Baseline Survey

‘A society that values healthy plants’is one of the four key outcomes laid out in the

2023 Plant Biosecurit Strate for Great Britain. This means raising awareness

of plant health issues and encouraging people to change their behaviour. 70 o 0
Part of this journey is to understand current public attitudes to plant health. From .

there we can develop ways to promote plant healthy behaviours for key target part:c:pamts
audiences. This work is being done by A National Conversation - a DEFRA- [n Eng(amd

funded research programme delivered by Forest Research.

This report summarises the results of a national baseline survey. 2 2 online Q

questions N

Big Questions for A National Conversation

®*  Who should we be talking to? Who is most open to change? Whose

actions present the greatest risk? Demogmphic SP{,‘t
*  What should we talk about and when? Based on people’s knowledge, Vepfesentative OF

interests and motivations, what messages might be most effective? El’\gll_S"\ populatlon
*  What are the barriers to change and how can we overcome Conducted

them? Taking account of factors like ability to act, existing beliefs and economic Nov/Déc 2021

realities.
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Do people recognise the value of healthy plants?

What do you think would be the impact of many plants/trees being removed or killed by

pests/diseases in your local area or nationally?

Reduced air quality
Loss of carbon capture/carbon release
Loss of biodiversity/nature

Loss of forestry/timber

Loss of flood alleviation
Loss of food production

Changed look of the landscape
m National

B Local

Loss of recreational opportunities

Loss of shade

o
o
N
o

30 40 50 60 70 80 90

Percentage of respondents who agree

Key Points

Most people recognise that plants have environmental, aesthetic, economic and recreational value.
National impacts matter more than local impacts.

Air quality, carbon capture and biodiversity are the top issues both locally and nationally.

Outdoor Leisure participants are significantly more concerned about all impacts.

Members care significantly more about the look of the landscape, recreational loss and shade loss.
Concern about all impacts increases as people get older.

attitudes to
health plant health

Different age Members of Outdoor leisure
groups organisations participants

How the survey data was
analysed

For most questions respondents were asked
to respond using a 7-point scale from
strongly disagree (1-3) to neutral (4) to
strongly agree (5-7). Unless otherwise
specified the data shown in this report is the
percent who agreed (selected 5, 6 or 7 on the

scale) with the statement.

These results were then analysed considering
various demographic factors like age, gender,
education level, income and ethnicity as well

as their behaviours and leisure activities.

We identified three groups of people who

shared similar attitudes and behaviours.

1. Being a member of an environmental /

outdoor organisation (Members)

2. Taking part in outdoor leisure activities
(Outdoor Leisure)
3. Different age groups (Older/Younger

People)

Where differences between these groups are

mentioned, they are statistically significant.
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Are people concerned about plant health?

Are plant and tree pests and diseases important? Do you think these issues/activities are high risk for plant/tree health?
Poor awareness of pests and diseases | e 4 187"
83% /6% 63% 63% &
(o) (o) (o) (o) Poor knowledge of plant health behaviours | s
i 4 o Personal imports (e.g. holidaymakers) e
i l ‘ Climate change | s
Py g
@ i E h-l Plants sold online by international retailers s
Lack of incentives for plant health behaviours e s
Globally Nationally Locally Personally Trade imports | s
Plants sold online by UK retailers |
Plants sold by non-specialist retailers |
Members rank personal and local much higher than average. Plants sold by specialist retailers [ —— ! 'r-i::’er
Qutdoor leisure and older people rank all higher than average. 0 20 40 60 80 100
m All m Outdoor Leisure B Members
Is it important to protect UK plants and trees Key Points
from pests and diseases? o
° Most people agree that it is important to protect plants and trees from pests
and diseases. Older people, members and outdoor leisure are more concerned.
@ 8 7 ()/ ° Global and national issues matters more than personal or local issues.
o . Individual behaviour, lack of knowledge and climate change are considered the

highest risk issues.
20 80 ° Members are more likely to believe that retail/trade poses a higher risk.

outdoor leisure
o,

64 /0 others Concern increases
with age
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How much do people know about plant health?

Are you familiar with the term ‘biosecurity’ and do you In the last year have you actively searched for or seen

understand what it means? information about plant health?

~ 29% oty D /o “
. Q I@
Only 200/0 correctly identified false I ] .

have NEVER know exactly
heard it before what it means

statements about biosecurity Sesrched Seen
B Members B Non-members

w
o

Percent agree
—_ N
o o

o

Groups more likely to understand biosecurity include outdoor leisure,

members, degree-educated people, younger people and men. Younger people are more likely to search, older people more likely to see

If you have searched, how easy was the information to

% E ]s d find and understand?
67% -()-57%

Key Points A\
e The term biosecurity is not well understood. 6959 = easy to
° More educated and interested (member/outdoor leisure) groups are more likely to understand. to F“’\d MV\d@ VStaV\d
° Most people are neither searching for or seeing information on plant health.
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How are people currently behaving and why?

Do you currently engage in these plant health behaviours? What prevents you from taking action on plant/tree health?

| clean my footwear after walks in nature

s

| am interested in the health of my own plants/trees T ——
——
T
T

| don’t know what to do
| don’t have the resources

| check my own plants for signs of pests/diseases | dor't have th )
on’t have the authorit

| can identify an unhealthy plant/tree , . /

I'm physically unable to help

..
1
| donate money to support plant health .

U | don’t have the time
e
1
L
]
e

| have reported an unhealthy plant/tree B Members m All

— My actions make no difference m Al
| volunteer for plant/tree health monitoring It's not my responsibility = Outdoor
0 10 20 30 40 | don’t care B Members
Members are more likely to participate in all activities. Younger people are more likely to 0 10 20 30 50 60 70

volunteer, report infections and donate money. Older people are more likely to care for,

. Members rated these higher than average
check and treat their own plants. J I

Where do you acquire plants, and do you check them? Key Points

° Members and older people are more engaged in general plant care.

| check for pests/disease before purchase

Younger people are more likely to volunteer and donate.
° Members and younger people are more likely to acquire plants

online or overseas.

Acquire from friends, relatives, neighbours

I have bought from online garden stores

'FFR

m Al . Lack of knowledge, resources and perceived authority are the
| have bought plants/trees from online platforms m Outdoor biggest barriers to action.
= Members ®  Members rated personal barriers like ‘My actions make no difference’

I have bought abroad and brought home .
higher than average.

0 10

20 30 40 50
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Who do people think is responsible for plant health?

Who do you think is responsible for helping prevent the Al Member | Outdoor |  Age
introduction and spread of plant/tree pests and diseases? Landowners should be able to close public 76 76 83 A
access to treat pests and diseases
It is everyone’s responsibility (including mine)
Governmen: to help protect plant health 68 7 I
Local Authority | iti
Y Auth.orltles shou|c.i consult local people on 62 61 73
Landowners | — treating or removing plants/trees
NGOs / charities I —— It is not my responsibility to check where/how 33 37 29
the plants | buy have been grown \\
Community groups | m Al : .
. It is not my respon5|b|'||ty to help tackle 31 36 25 \
Businesses = Members plant/tree pests and diseases
Y ourse || P -
Significantly higher than average
0 20 40 60 80 100
Key Points
Who is responsible in these situations? .
° Most people expect government, local authorities and landowners to deal
. 9 with plant health. Members also have higher expectations of charities,
\* community groups and businesses.
o Y group
] —_— g ° Qutdoor leisure participants are more likely to accept restricted access,

but also expect to be consulted.

Education  Dealing with  Preventing High-risk High-risk °

Members have high expectations of others, but a lower-than-average

infections spread Imports sales sense of personal responsibility.
Government Whoever Local Government  Government e Younger people have a lower sense of personal responsibility, but also lower
owns/looks authority/ /Businesses . ol
after the Individuals/ PEGEIENS O QAN

land Government
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What we've learned about general attitudes to plant health

a
oy
.’

Most people recognise that plants have environmental,
aesthetic, economic and recreational value.

People worry most about the impact that plant/tree loss
would have on air quality, carbon capture and
biodiversity.

People are generally more concerned about global and

national plant health problems than personal or local
Issues.

The concept of biosecurity is poorly understood.

Few people engage with plant pests or diseases beyond

1
@
©
&

their own homes and gardens.

Around 2/3 of people agree that they have some
responsibility for plant health.

The biggest barriers to taking action on plant health are

o

a lack of knowledge and having the confidence or
authority to act.

Possible Actions

Put useful information
in strategic places eg.
gardening/nature magazines

Avoid

using the term

biosecurity.

or websites, plant retailers,

public parks.

1,
-y
4 =
Ensure information &

about pests and diseases is easy
to find and understand.

Connect p(amt health
messages to better-known
environmental issues like
air quality, climate
change and
biodiversity.
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What we've learned about different age groups

Younger People Older People

®  Younger people are generally less interested in plant ® The older people are, the more they feel connected to nature
health or concerned about the environment. and concerned about the environment and plant health,
¢ They feel less personal responsibility, but also expect elueling their evin [l emibs.
less of others. ® They feel more personally responsible, but also expect more of
*  Younger people are more likely to have volunteered, organisations like government and local authorities.
reported an infection or donated money to an ® All barriers to taking action decline with age, except being
environmental cause. physically able to help which increases.
¢ They are more likely to search for information and buy . .
olants online. Possible Actions
Possible AcCtions = Encourage less physical, more local participation
e.g. donating, lobbying, community gardens %
Encourage a stronger
connection to nature ' . :
onli vi:\?utdoi)ry:ecreayt\ion and TV') Vadlo' and Clear information at
l'V\FOVW\a'ZOlVV:i volunteering pr‘!V\t frt::(elsh | | key times o
@ HDEUE REME EEE purchasing/ travel

engagement perhaps ’ﬁ \’

via ‘green’ public figures
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What we've learned about members of organisations

Being an organisation member (compared to non-members) significantly correlated with responses
across a wide range of questions. This group includes people who are members of any pro-
environmental organisation including conservation, environmental campaigning, gardening,

horticulture, heritage, farming/agriculture and local environment/nature-based community groups.

Members generally take an interest in both their own plants and their local — Poss,.ble ACtiOV\S —

a
" environment. They care more than average about the imPact plant or tree
loss would have on the look of the landscape and recreational access.
Target P{al/\t
They are reasonably well informed and are more likely than average to purchasimg
0 understand the term biosecurity. They are also more likely to search for behaviour Emphasise how
and understand information about plant health. plant health
o . . . . Engage via the impacts them
Due to their interest d th likely t lant 898 :
abtzajoril:]lli:eeres in gardening, they are more likely to acquire plants membership and their local
' organisations community
. . : : tb\e tV'lA t- LY
Members have high expectations of government, organisations and Y s %5

businesses for dealing with plant health, whilst taking less personal !/\/\

responsibility. [t may be that by joining organisations they feel they have
‘done their bit’ and they trust others to act on their behalf.
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What we've learned about outdoor leisure participants

Taking part in outdoor leisure activities (compared to those who don’t) significantly correlated with
responses across a wide range of questions. This group includes people who actively participate in
outdoor leisure activities including sports, nature watching, nature-based creative activities like
photography or painting, and visiting gardens.

'.

Possible Actions

Compared to others, this group care more about the

& environment and the potential impact of plant pests and diseases.
ﬁ They rated all risks as higher than average and all the impacts of

Clear information and guidance

at key times e.g. purchasing/ travel :

plant or tree loss as much greater.

They are a well-informed group with a better than average Encourage
@ understanding of the term biosecurity. They are the group most greater Engage through
likely to check plants are healthy before purchasing. participatiom‘# nature -based
e.g. active [z i activities
volunteering, *

They have high expectations of both themselves and others to peer education, ﬁ
g/ take action on plant health. They would take more action if they lobbying ' ‘

felt they had the knowledge or authority to do so.
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